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CHAPTER I. 

1775. 



Excursion into France, — Paris. — Benedictine 
Monks. — Choisi, — Palais-Royal, — Mrs. Fermor. 
— Palais-Bourbon. — Fontainebleau, — Versailles, — 
Triarwn,' — Santerre, the Brewer, — King's Library. 

— Sorbonne. — St. Cloud,' — Sive, — Bellemte. — 
Meudon, — Crrand-Chartreuw, — Luxemibourgi — 
Friar Wilkes. — St. Denis. — ChantiUy. — Com^ 
peigne. — Cambray, — State of Society in France. 

— Madame de Boufflers, — Voltaire. — Dr. Bumey's 
Collectanea. -*> Letters to Mrs, Montagu, S^c. 

It is to be regretted, that Johnson did not write 
an acoount of his trarels in France ; for as he is re« 
ported to have once said, that " he could i^rite th^ 
Hfe of a broomstick (•)," so, notwithstanding so 
many former travellers have exhausted almost every 
subject for remark in that great kingdom, his 

(1) It is proDable that the author's memory here deceived 
Iriiii, and that he was thinking of Stella's remark, that Sw^ 
4Kmld write finely upon a broomstick. — J. 3oswix.l^ jun. 

VOL. VI. B 
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2 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1775L 

very accurate observation, and peculiar vigour of 
thought and illustration, would have produced a 
wonderful work. During his visit to it, which lasted 
but about two months, he wrote notes or minutes of 
what he saw. He promised to show me them, but 
I neglected to put him in mind of it; and the 
greatest part of them has been lost, or perhaps 
destroyed in a precipitate burning of his papers a 
few days before his death, which must ever be 
lamented : one small paper book, however, entitled 
<* France II.," has been preserved, and is in my 
possession. It b a diurnal register of his life and 
observations, from the 10th of October to the 4th of 
November, inclusive, being twenty-six days, and 
shows an extraordinary attention to various minute 
particulars. Being the only memorial of this tour 
that remains, my readers, I am confident, will peruse 
it with pleasure, though his notes are very shorty 
and evidently written only to assist his own re- 
collection. 



" Tuesday^ Oct. 10* — We saw the 4cole militaire, 
in which 150 young boys are educated for the army. 
They have arms of different sizes^ according to the age 
— flints of wood. The building is very large, but nothing 
fine except the council-room — The French have large 
squares in the windows. They make good iron pali- 
sades (*) — Their meals are gross. (2) 

(1) Alludine^ probably, to the fine griOet so frequent in 
France. He had, probably, just seen that of the H6td de$ 
InvaUdeSt which is one of the finest.^ C. 

(2) The contrary has been the general opinion; andjohnson 
was certainly a bad judge in that ix>int, if he believed that his 
Qwr tuta 1183 4«Uf:«bp.^ C. 
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*' We visited the Observatory^ a large building of a 
great height. The upper stones of the parapet very 
large, but not cramped with iron — The flat on the top 
is very extensive ; but on the insulated part there is no 
parapet — Though it was broad enough^ I did not care 
to go upon it Maps were printing in one of the rooms. 
— We walked to a small convent of the fathers of the 
Oratory. In the reading-desk of the refectory lay the 
Lives of the Saints. 

" Wednesday, Od. 11. — We went to see HStel de 
ChcUloiSy a house not very large, but very elegant. One 
of the rooms was gilt to a degree that I never saw before. 
The upper part for servants and their masters was pretty. 

'' Thence we went to Mr. Monvil's^ a house divided 
into small apartments, furnished witli effeminate and 
minute elegance — Porphyry, 

'^ Thence we went to St. Roque's church, which is 
very large. The lower part of the pillars incrusted with 
marble. Three chapels behind the high altar ; the last 
ft mass of low arches. Altars, I believe, all round. 

" We passed through Place de FendSme, a fine square, 
about as big as Hanover-square. Inhabited by the high 
families. Louis XIV. on horseback in the middle. 

" Monville is the son of a farmer-general. In the 
house of ChathU is a room furnished with japan, fitted 
up in Europe. 

'^ We dined with Bocage(^), the Marquis Blanchetti, 
and his lady — The sweetmeats taken by the Marchioness 
Blanchetti, after observing that they were dear — Mr. 
Le Roy, Count Manucci, the abb^, the prior (^), and 
Father Wilson^ who stayed with me till I took him home 
in the coach — Bathiani is gone. 

'^ The Frenah hare no laws for the maintenance of 

(1) Madame DuBocage. Seepoi^ p. 23.— C. 

(2) [The then Prior of the English Benedict'nei at Parit 
was named Cowley. — Makklaiio.J 

B 2 
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tlieir poor — Monk not necessarily a priest — Bene- 
dictines rise at four ; are at church an hour und half J 
at church again half an hour befote, half an hour after, 
dinner ; and again from half an hour after seven to eight 

— They may sleep eight hours — Bodily labour Wanted 
in monasteries — The poor taken into hospitals, tod 
miserably kept — Monks in the convent fifteen : ac- 
counted poor. 

'' Thursday, Oct. 12. — We went to the Gobelins— 
Tapestry makes a good picture — imitates flesh exactly 

— one piece with a gold ground — the birds not exactly 
coloured — Thence we went to the king's Cabinet ; very 
neat, not, perhaps, perfect — gold ore — candles of the 
candle-tree — seeds — woods — Thence to Gagmer's(^) 

, house, where I saw rooms nine, furnished with a pro- 
fusion of wealth and elegance which I never had seen 
before — vases — pictures — the dragon china — The 
lustre is said to be of crystal, and to have cost 3,500/. 

— The whole furniture said to have cost 125,000/. — 
Damask hangings covered with pictures — Porphyry — ^ 
This house struck me — Then we waited on the ladies 
to Monville's — Captain Irwin with us(^) — ' Spain — 
^ County towns all beggars — At Dijon he could not find 
' the way to Orleans — Cross roads of France very bad 
' — Five soldiers — Woman — Soldiers escaped — The 
* colonel would not lose five men for the death of on^ 
^ woman -— The magistrate cannot seice a soldier but by 
' the colonel's permission — Grood inn at Nismes — Moortf 
^ of Barbary fond of Englishmen — Gibraltar enunently 
' healthy ; it has beef from Barbary — There is a large 
' garden — Soldiers sometimes fall from the rock.' 

*' Friday, Oct. 13. — I stayed at home all day, only 

(I) Perhaps Gaffny, Intendant des Finances, who had a fine 
house in the rlue d^ Varennes. — C. 

' (£) The rest of this paramph appears to be a minute ot 
what was told by Captain Irwin. — B. — And is therefor^ 
marked as quotation. — C. 



d by Google 



wmmmmmmmmmm^^gm 



JEtat. 66. FRENCH TOUR — DIARY. fj 

went to find the prior^ who was not at home — I read 
something in Canus Q) — Nee admiror, nee multum 



" Saturday, Oct, 14. — We went to the house of M. 
[D*^ Argenson^ which was almost wainscotted with look- 
ing-glasses, and covered with gold — The ladies' closet 
wainscotted witii large squares of glass over painted 
paper — They always place mirrors to reflect thei^ 
Tooma. 

" Then we went to Julien's (^), the treasurer of the 
dergy — 30,000/. a year — The house has no very large 
room^ but is set with mirrors, and covered with gold — 
Books of wood here, and in another lihrary. 

'' At D»»»»»»»»*8 (3) I looked into the booki m the 
lady's closet, and in contempt showed them to Mr. 
T[hrale] — ' Prince Titi(4) ; BibL des F6e&: and other 

(1) Melchior Canu^ a celebrated Spanidi Dominican, who 
died at Toledo, in 1560. He wrote a treatise ** De Locis Theo- 
logicis,** in twelve books. — B. — He was celebrated for the 
beauty of his Latinity : *< Melchior Canus parlait Latin comme 
Ciceron.** — Vigneul-Marvilliana, vol. i. p. 161. — C. 

(2) M. de St. Julian, Receveur-g6n6ral du Clerg^. — C. 

(3) D*Argenson's. — C. 

(4) The History of Prince Titi wsa said to be the auto- 
hiography of Frederick Prince of Wales, but was probably 
written by Ralph, his secretary. See Park*i Roy. and Nob. 
Auth., vol. i^ p. 171. ; and Biog. Diet., art. Ralph, where it is 
added, that Ralph's executor gave up the u)ipublished MS. of 

Prince Titi to Lord Bute C. — [It is possible that the original 

MS. was so given up, but the oook had been undoubtedly 
printed, both in French and £nglish — in Paris in 17S5, and 
in London 1736. The work was probably exhibited purposely 
on the lady*s table, in the expectation that her En^lidi visitors 
wou^ think it a literary curiosity; which, indeed, it has proved 
tp be; £[»> Dr. Jobnson seems not to have known what it was, 
and some modem critics have even denied the very existence of 
the volume ; which, however, I have had in my possession. It 
was advertised in the Gent Mag. for Feb. 1736, as <• History of 
prince Titi, a Royal Allegory, translated from the oriffinal, just 
published in Pans : By the Hon. Mrs. Stanly : scud by £• 
Curl; price 3»." — C. 1835.] 

B S 
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books — She was offended^ and shut up^ as we heard 
afterwards^ her apartment. 

" Then we went to Juhen le Roy, the king's watch- 
maker, a man of character in his business^ who showed 
a small clock made to find the longitude. A decent 
man. 

*"* Afterwards we saw the Palais Marchand Q) and 
the courts of justice, ciyil and criminal — Queries on the 
SeUette (^) — This building has the old Gothic passages^ 
and a great appearance of antiquity. Three hundred 
prisoners sometimes in the gaol. 

*' Much disturbed ; hope no ill will be. (8) 

^* In the afternoon I visited Mr. Freron the journalist. 
He spoke Latin very scantily^ but seemed to understand 
me. His house not splendid, but of commodious size. 
His family, wife, son, and daughter, not elevated, but 
decent. I was pleased with my reception. He is to 
translate my books^ which I am to send him with 
notes. 

' '^Sunday, Oct 15. — At Choisi, a royal palace on 
the banks of the Seine, about 7 m. from Paris. The ter- 
race noble along the river. The rooms numerous and 

(1) It was not quite correct to apply the name of Pakds 
Marchand to the whole of that vast building called generally 
the PaUds, which from being the old palace of the Kings of 
France had (like our own palace of Westminster) become ap- 
propriated to the sittings of the parliament and the courts of 
justice ; and the Qmciergerie of that palace (like the Gate-houm 
of ours) became a prison. The Palais Marchand wfs properly 
only the stalls (like what are now called baxaars) which were 
placed along some of the galleries and corridors of the Palais^ 
— — O. 

(2) The sellette was a stool on which the criminal sat while he 
was interrogated by the court. This is what Johnson means by 
" queries.'* — C. 

(S) This passage^ which so many think superstitious, reminds 
me of ** Archbis^^p Laud's Diary." — B. — ^It, perhaps, had no 
superstitious meanmg. He felt, it would seem, his mind dis* 
turbec^ and may natSrally have been apprehensive of becomiiif 
wocegi— a 
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grand, bat not discriminated ^m other palaces. The 
chapel beautiful, but small — China globes — inlaiA 
tables — labyrindi — sinking table (}) — toilet tables. 

*' Monday, Oct l6. — The Palais Royal very grand, 
large, and lofty — A very great collection of pictures — 
three of Raphael — two Holy Family — one small 
piece of M Asgelo — one room of Rub^ — I thought 
the pictui js of Raphael fine. 

" The Thuilleries — Statues : Venus — ^n. and 
Anchises in his arms — Nilus — many more — The walks 
not open to mean persons — Chairs at night hired for 
two sous a piece — Pont toumant. (^) 

" Austin Nuns (^) — Grate — Mrs. Fermor, abbess 
— She knew Pope, and thought him disagreeable — 
Mrs. has many books — has seen life — Their front- 
let disagreeable — Their hood — Their life easy — Rise 
about five ; hour and half in chapel — Dine at ten — 
Another hour and half in chapel ; half an hour about 
three, and half an hour more at seven — four hours in 
chapel — A large garden — Thirteen pensioners (^) — 
Teachers complained. 

" At the Boulevards saw nothing, yet was glad to be 
there — Rope-dancing and farce — Egg dance — N. B. 
Near Paris, whether on week-days or Sundays, the roads^ 
empty. -^ ^%r 

(1) A round table, the centre of which descended by ma^ 
chinery to a lower fLoar ; so that supper misht be served and 
removed without the presence of servants. It was invented by 
Louis XV. during the favour of Madame du Barri. — C. 

(2) Before the revolution, the passase from the garden of 
the Thuilleries into the Place Louu Xvl was over a pent Umr-^ 
fumii a kind of drawbridge. — > C. 

(S) The English convent of Notre Dame de Siorh of the 
order of Su Augustine^ situated in the Rue des Fosses St. 
Victor. »C. 

(4) Toung ladies, who paid for their education. Before the 
revolution, there were no boardine schoolsb and all young ladies 
were educated in the convents. »C. 

B 4 
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''TuMayyOet. 17.-~At the PoMb Mavdhmd I 
bought — 

A snuff box ^ - 24 korei, 

... 6 

Table book - - - 15 

Scissors 3 p [pair] - - 19 

[Ztv7i^<] 63—2^ 12s. ed, sterling. 

*^ "We heard the lawyers plead — N, As many killed 
at Paris as there are days in the jewc ^r- Chamkre de 
questim> (*) — Tdumelle at the Pdais Marchan(i(^) — 
An old venerable building. 

''The Palais Bourbon^ belongipg to the Prince of 
Cond^ — Only one small wing shown — lofty ..—splen- 
did gold and glass — The battles of the great Cond^ 
are painted in one of the rooms — The present prince a 
grandsire at thirty-nine. (•') 

'^ The sight of palaces^ and other great buildings, leaves 
no very distinct images, unless to those who talk of them 
— As I entered, my wife was in my mind (^); she would 
have been pleased. Having now nobody to pleane, I am 
little pleased. 

'^ iV. B, In France there is no middle imnk. (^) 

(1) This was one of the rooms of the Conctergerie^ where la 
question — torture — was applied. — C. 

(2) The word Toumelle designated that portion of the par- 
liament of Paris which tried criminal causes, and that part of 
the Palais in which they sat. — > C. 

(3) The grandson was the celebrated and unfortunate I>uk« 
d'Enghien, Dom in 1775, murdered in 1804. The father, « restes 
mfortunc^ du plus beau sang du monde," stBl lives under his 
former title of Due de Bourbon. — C. 188& — He died in 
Aug. 1830, under most melanehc^ dreumstaxices. — O. 18S& 

(4) His tender aiibetion for his departed wijfe^ of which there 
are many evidehces in his <* Prayers' and itleditatiblis^'* tq^ 
pears very feelingly in this passage. • - 

(5) This obserration, which Johnson aftenrnds rdpMta^ Was 
6monnded'in the sense in which be appears to have! WWlAtttood 
it. France was, m theory^ divided (lu»£aglaiid |t)"tiMo^tlH 
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" So many shops open^ that Sunday is little dibtiii^ 
guished at Paris— The palaces of Louvre and Thuilleiiei 
granted out in lodgings. 

'^ In the PalaU de Bourbon, gilt glohes of metal at 
the fire-place. 

" The French heds commended — Much of the murble 
only paste. 

'^ The Colosseum (i) a mere wooden buildings at least 
much of it. 

' " Wednesday, Oct 18. — We went to Fontainebleaii 
which we found a large mean town^ crowded with people 
•^— The forest thick with woods^ v^ extensive — Manucci 
secured us lodgings — The appearance of the country 
pleasant — no hills» few streams^ only one hedge <^ I 



alergy, the noble$t and the commons, and so it might be said that 
Inhere was no middle rank; but not only did the theoretical 
constitution of society thus resemble that of England, but so 
did its practical details. There were first the peers of France^ 
whQ had seats and voices in the parliament, but were of little 
weight as a political body, from the smallness of their numbers, 
and because their jxtrliament had only continued to be, what we 
^11 call ours, a high court, and had lost its legislatioe functions; 
.^i^ext came the noblesse^-' the geniilhommes — answering to 
our gentry ; then the middle classes of society, composed of the 
poorer gentry, lawyers, medical men, inferior clergy, literary 
men, merctumts, artists, manufacturers, notaries, shopkeepers, 
in short, all those who in every country constitute the middle 
classes, and they undoubtedly existed in France in their due pro- 
portion to the gentry on one hand, and the working classes <m 
the other. Johnson's remark is the stranger, because it would 
seem that his intercourse while in Paris was almost exclusively 
with persons of this middle class ; but it must be observed, that 
his intercourse and his consequent sources of information were 

not extensive. Mrs. Piozzi says to him, talking of the i ^ 

" " ' • I Enc' ' '" 



df refinement of manners in England, " I much wonder whe- 
ther this refinement has spread all over the continent, or 
whether it is confined to our own island: when we were m 
IPrance we coM form Uttle Jiidgment, as our time was chiefly 
passed among the MngUsh.** — C. 

(1) This building, which stood in the Faubourg St. Honorc, 
was a kind of Ranelagh, and was destroyed a few years aftefi 
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remember no chapels nor crosses on the road -*— Pave^ 
ment still, and rows of trees. 

*' N. B, Nobody bat mean people walk in Paris. 

" Thursday, Oct. I9. — At court we saw the apart- 
ments — The king's bed-chamber and coundLchamber 
extremely splendid — Persons of all ranks in the external 
rooms through which the family passes ^-servants and 
masters — Branet (i) with us the second time. 

" The introductor came to us — civil to me—- Pre- 
senting — I had scruples (^) — Not necessary — We 
went and saw the king and queen at dinner — We saw 
the other ladies at dinner — Madame Elisabeth^ with the 
Princess of Guimen^ — At mght we_went to a sogofidy 

— I neither saw nor heard — Drunken women — Mrs. 
T. preferred one to the other. 

** Friday y Oct. 20. — We saw the queen mount in the 
forest — Brown habit; rode aside: one lady rode aside (') 

— The queen's horse light gray — martingale — She 
galloped — We then went to the apartments^ and admired 
diem — Then wandered through the palace — In the 
passages^ stalls and shops — Painting in fresco by a great 
master^ worn out — We saw the king's horses and dogs 

— The dogs almost all English — d^;enerate — The 

(1) Perhaps M. J. L. Brunet, a celebrated advocate. — C 

(2) It was the custom previous to court presentations, that 
m officer waited on the persons to be introduced, to instruct 
them in the forms. Johnson's scru|iles probably arose fh»m 
this — it was an etiquette generally msisted on to present at 
foreign courts those only who had been presented to their own 
sovereign at home. Johnson had never been publicly presented 
to George III., though be had had that honour in private, and 
may, therefore, have entertained scruples whether he was esi- 
titled to be presented to the King of France; but it would 
seem that those scruples were not necessary, tiie rule perhaps 
extending only Xofomud preseniations at court, and not to acU 
mission to see the king dine. — C. 

(8) This probably means that the queen was attended by 
only one lady, who also rode aside ; and not that one female 
attendant rode so^ while other ladies rode astride. — C 
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horses not much commended — The stables cool ; the 
kennel filthy. 

'^ At night the ladies went to the opera — I refused^ 
bat, should have been welcome. 

'* The king fed himself with his left hand as we. 

'* Saturday, Oct, 21 In the night I got round — 

We came home to Paris — I think we did not see the 
chapel — Tree broken by the wind — The French chairs 
made all of boards painted, (i) 

** N.B. Soldiers at the court of justice (2) —Soldiers 
not amenable to the magistrates — Dijon women. (^) 

" Fagots in the palace — Every thing slovenly^ except 
in the chief rooms — Trees in the roads^ some taJl^ none 
old^ many very young and smalL 

*' Women's saddles seem ill made — Queen's bridle 
woven with silver — Tags to strike the horse. 

" Sunday, Oct, 22. — To Versailles, a mean (*) town 
— Carriages of business passing — Mean shops against 
the wall — Our way lay through Seve^ where the China 
manufacture — Wooden bridge at S^ve, in the way to 
Versailles — The palace of great extent — The front 
long ; I saw it not perfectly — The Menagerie — Cygnets 
dark ; their black feet ; on the ground ; tame — Hal^ 
cyons^ or gulls — Stag and hind, young — Aviary, very 
large ; the net, wire — Black stag of China, small — 
Rhinoceros^ the horn broken and pared away, which, I 
suppose^ will grow ; the basis^ I think, four inchest 
•cross ; the skin folds like loose cloth doubled over his 
body^ and cross his hips ; a vast animal^ though young ; 

(1) Meaning, no doubt, that they were not of cedar, ebony, 
or mahogany, but of some meaner wood coloured over, a fashion 
which had not yet reached England. — C. 

(2) The marechaussSe was ported at the eates of the courts of 
justice ; but the interior discipline was mamtained by Aimsvrs» 
ushers, the servants oi the court — C. 

(S) See cmi^y p. 4. 

(4) There must be some mistake. Versailles is a remarkabljr 
dy town. — C. 
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as big^ perh&ps, as four oxen — The yoimg elephant, 
with his tusks just appearing — The brown bear put out 
his paws — all very tame — The lion — The tigers I 
did not well view — The camel^ or dromedary, wilji two 
bunches called the Huguin (}), taller than any horse — 
Two camels with one bunch — Among the birds was a 
pdUcan, who being let out, went to a fountain, and swaqi 
libout to catch fish — his feet well webbed ; he dipped 
his head, and turned his long bill sideways — he caught 
Iwo or three fish, but did not eat them. 

^< Trianon is a kind of retreat appendant to Versailles 
<•*- It has an open portico ; the pavement, and, I think, 
the pillars, of marble — There are many rooms, which 
I do not distinctly remember — A table of porphyry, 
about five feet long, and between two and three broad, 
given to Louis XIV. by the Venetian state — In the 
eouncil-room almost all that was not door or window was, 
I Ihink, looking-glass — Little Trianon is a small palace 
like a gentleman^s house — The upper floor paved with 
brick (2) — Little Vienne — The court is ill paved — ■ 
The rooms at the top are small, fit to soothe the imagin- 
ation with privacy — In the front of Versailles are small 
basins of water on the terrace, and other basins, I think^ 
bdow them — There are little courts — The great gallery 
is wainscotted with mirrors not very large, but joined 
by frames — I suppose the large plates were not yet 
made — The playhouse was very large (^) — The chapel 

(1) This epithet should be applied to this animal with one 
bunch. 

(2) The upper floors of most houses in France are tiled. — C. 

(3) That magnificent building, which- was both a theatre and 
abaU-room. It was rarely used; the lighting and other ex- 
penses for a single night bein^ 100,000 francs. It is celebrated 
in the History of the Revolution as the scene of the entertain- 
hient ffiven by the Gardes du Corps on the 1st of October, 1789 ; 
of which innocent and, indeed, laudable testimony of attach- 
ment between them and their unhappy sovereigns, the rebels, 
^ ndsrniresentationsand calumnies, made so serious an a&ir. 
•» C.— [When at Versailles the people showed us the tbeatrg. 
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I do not remember if we saw - — We saw one cbapd^ 
but I am not certain whether there or at Trianon-^ 
The foreign office paved with bricks [tiles] — The 
dinner half a louis each, and, I thiftk, a louis over — 
Money given at menagerie, three llvres ; at palace, sfX 
Kvres. 

" M9nday, Oct 23. — Last night I wrote to Levet 
— ^We went to see the looking-glasses wrought — They 
oome from Normandy in cast plates, perhaps the third 
of an inch thick — At Paris they are ground upon a 
marble table, by robbing one plate upon another with 
grit between them — The various sands, of which there 
are said to be five, I could not learn — The handle, 
by which the upper glass is moved, has the form of a 
wheel, which may be moved in all directions — The plates 
are sent up with their surfaces ground, but not polished, 
and so continue till they are bespoken, lest time should 
spoil the surface, as we were told — Those tiiat are to 
be polished are laid on a table covered with several thick 
clotfis, hard strained, that the resistance may be equal : 
they are then rubbed with a hand rubber, held down 
hard by a contrivance which I did not Well understand 

— The powder which is used last seemed to me to be 
iron dissolved in aquafortis ; they called it, as Baretti 
said, marc de Veau forte, which he thought was dregs 

— They mentioned vitriol and saltpetre — The cannon 
ban swam in the quicksilver — To silver them, a leaf 
of beaten tin is laid, and rubbed with quicksilver, to 
which it unites — Then more quicksilver is poured upon 
it, which, by its mutual [attraction] rises Very high — 
Then a paper is laid at the nearest end of the plate, over 
which die glass is slided tiU it lies upon the plate, having 
driven much of the quicksilver befbre it -^ It is then. 

As we stood on the stage, looking at some machinery for'play- 
lumse purposes — 'Now we are here, what shall we act. Dr. 
Johnson ? T^e £nfflishman at Paris ? * — < No, no,* replied hf^ 
-^ * we will try to act Harry the Fifth.* — Pioxzi.] 
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I thinks pressed upon cloth^ and Am aet ilopiDg to drop 
the superfluous mercury : the slope is daily hrightened 
towards a perpendicular. 

'^ In the way I saw the Greve^ the mayor's house (*), 
and the Bastile. We then went to Sans-terre, a brewer(^) 
-^ He brews with about as much malt as Mr. Thrale^ 
and sells his beer at the same price^ though he pays no 
duty for malt^ and little more than half as much for beer 
-^ Beer is sold retail at sixpence a bottle — He brews 
4,000 barrels a year — There are seventeen brewers in 
Paris, of whom none is supposed to brew more than he 

— Reckoning them at 3^000 each^ they make 51^000 a 
year — They make their malt^ for malting is here no 
trade. 

^^ The moat of the Bastile is dry. 
. '^ Tuesday, Oct 24 — We visited the king's library 

— I saw the Speculum HumaruB Salvationis, rudely 
printed, with ink, sometimes pale, sometimes black; 
part supposed to be with wooden types, and part with 
pages cut in boards. The Bible, supposed to be oMer 
that that of Mentz^ in 1462; it has no date; it is 
supposed to have been printed with wooden types — I 
am in doubt ; the print is large and fair, in two folios — 
Another book was shown me^ supposed to have been 
printed with wooden types — I think Durandi Sano^ 
tuarium in 1458 — This is inferred firom the diflerenoe 
of form sometimes seen in the same letter, which might 
be struck with different puncheons — The r^ular simi- 
litude of most letters proves better that they are metal 
— - I saw nothing but the Speculum, which I had not 
seen, I think, before. 

^^ Thence to the Sorbonne — The library very large^ 
not in lattices like the king's — Marlxme and Durandi, 
q. collection 14 vol. Scriptores de rebus Crollicis, many 

(i) The H6tel de Ville — C. 

(e) Santerre, the detestable ruffian who afterwards conducted 
JjouiB XVI. to the scafibid, and conunanded the troops that 
guarded it during his murder. — M. 
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folios — Histoire OSnfalogique of France, 9 voL ^- 
OaUia Christiana, the first edition^ 4to. the last, f. 12 
vol. — The prior and lihrariao dined with us — I waited 
on them home — Their garden pretty, with coTered 
walks, but small ; yet may hold many students — The 
doctors of the Sorbonne are all equal — choose those who 
succeed to vacancies — Profit little. 

*' Wednesday, Oct, 25. — I went with the prior to 
St. Cloud, to see Dr. Hooke (}) — We walked round the 
palace, and had some talk — I dined with our whole 
company at the monastery — In the library, Beroaid — 
Cymon — Titus, from Boccace — Oratio Proverbialis 
to the Virgin, from Petrarch ; Falkland to Sandys — 
Dryden's Preface to the third vol. of Miscellanies. (2) 

^' Thursday, Oct, 26. — We saw the china at Seve, 
cut, glazed, painted — Bdlevue (3), a pleasing house, 
not great: fine prospect — Meudon, an old palace — 
Alexander, in porphyry : hollow between eyes and nose, 
thin cheeks — Plato and Aristotle — r Noble terrace 
overlooks the town. — St. Cloud — Gallery not very 
high, nor grand, but pleasing — In the rooms, Michael 
Angelo, drawn by himself. Sir Thomas More, Dea 
Cartes, Bochart, Naudsus, Mazarine — Gilded wain- 
scot, so common that it is not minded — Gough and 
Keene — Hooke came to us at the inn — A message 
from Drumgould. 

" Friday, Oct. 27. — I staid at home — Gough and 
Keene, and Mrs. S *s (^) friend dined with us — 
This day we began to have a fire— The weather is 

(1) Second son of Hooke, the historian, a doctor of the Sor- 
bonne. — C. 

(2) He means, I suppose, that he read these different piecef 
while he remained in the library. 

(3) At that period inhabited by the king's aunts. — C. 

(4) Mrs. Strickland, the sister of Mr. Charles Townley, who 
happened to meet the party at Dieppe, and accompanied them 
to raris. She introduced them to Madame du Bocage.— 
Reynolds* s Recollections. — C. ^^ . 
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grown very cold, and, I fear, has a bad efibct upon my 
breath, which has grown much more free and easy in 
this country. 

*' Saturday, Oct. 28. — I visited the Grand Char- 
treux ('), built by St. Louis — It is built for forty, but 
contains only twenty-four, and will not maintain more 
— The friar that spoke to us had a pretty apartment — 
Mr. Baretti says four rooms ; I remember but three — 
His books seemed to be French — His garden was neat ; 
he gave me grapes — We saw the Place de Victoire, 
with the statues of the king, and the captive nations. 

^' We saw the palace and gardens of Luxembourg, but 

the gallery was shut — We climbed to the top stairs — 

1 dined with Colebrooke(^), who had much company — 

Fcote, Sir George Rodney (^), Motteux, Udson, Taaf 

""^^ Cdled on the prior, and found him in bed. 

'* Hotel — a guinea a day — Coach, three guineas a 
week — Valet de place, three 1. a day — Avantcoureur, 
a guinea a week — Ordinary dinner, six 1. a head — Our 
ordinary seems to be about five guineas a day — Our 
extraordinary expenses, as diversions, gratuities, clothes^ 
I cannot reckon — Our travelling is ten guineas a day — 
White stockings (4), 18 1. — Wig— • Hat. 

*^ Sunday, Oct 29. — We saw the boarding school — 

(1) There was in France but one Grand Chartreux, the mo- 
nastery near Grenoble, founded by St. Bruno, to the 13th 
pr or of which St Louis applied for an off'-set of the order to be 
established in Paris, where he placed them in his chateau de 
Vavvert) which stood in the^ Rue d'Enfer. The good people of 
Palis believed that the chateau of Vauvert, before St. Louis 
had fixed the Carthusians there, was haunted^ and thence the 
strt et was called Rue d'Enfer. — C. 

(2) Sir George Colebrooke. — C. 

(3) The celebrated Admiral, afterwards Lord Rodney : he 
was residing abroad on account of pecuniary embarrassments^ 
and, on the breakinj^ out of the war in 1778, the Marshal Dud 
de Blron generousfy o£(bred him a loan of a thousand louis 
d'ors, to enable him to return to take his part in the service of 
his country. — C. 

(4) That is, 18 Ihres* Two pair of white silk stockings wert 
probably purchased. — M. 
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The Enfans trouv^s — A room with about eighty-six 
children in cradles^ as sweet as a parlour — They lose a 
third ; take in to perhaps more than seven [years old] ; 
put them to trades ; pin to them the papers sent with 
them — ^Want nurses — Saw their chapel. 

'^ Went to St £ustatia(^) ; ^w an innumerable com- 
pany of girls catechised, in many bodies, perhaps 100 
to a catechist — Boys taught at one time, girls at an- 
other — The sermon : the preacher wears a cap, which 
he takes off at the name — his action uniform, not very 
violent. 

" Monday, Oct. 30. — We saw the Ubrary of St 
Germain (2) — A very noble collection — Codew IHvin~ 
arum Qfficiorum, 1459 — & letter, square like that of 
the Offices, perhaps the same — The Codew, by Fust 
and Geme^eym — Meursiue, 12 v. foL — Amadis, in 
French, 3 vol. foL — Catholicon sine colophone, but of 

1460 — Two other editions (^), one by Augustin. 

de Civitate Dei, without name, date, or place, bat of 
Fast*s square letter as it seems. 

" I dined with CoL Drumgould ; had a pleasiqg 
afternoon. 

'^ Some of the books of St. Germain's stand in presses 
horn the wall, like those at Oxford. 

" Tuesday, Oct. 31. — I lived at the Benedictines; 
meagre day; soup meagre, herrings, eels, both with 
sauce; fried fish; lentils, tasteless in themselves — In 
the library ; where I found Maiffeuss de Historid 

(1) The parish church of St. Eustache. — C. 

(2) St Germain des Pr6s, the too celebrated abbaye, — C. 

(3) I have looked in vain into De Bure, Meennan, Maittaire, 
ana other t^posraphical books, for the two editions of the 
** Catholicon '' which Dr. Johnson mentions here, with namn 
which I cannot make out I read « one by Latinius, one by 
Boedinus,*' I have deposited the original MS. in the Bntiah 
Museum, where the curious may see it. My grateful ackno^ 
ledgments are due to Mr. Planta for the trouble he was pleaaM 
to teke in aiding my researches. 

VOL. VI. C 
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Indicd : Pronumtorium flectere, to douMe the Cape — I 
parted very tenderly from the prior and Friar Wilkes. 

" Maitre des Arts, 2 y. — Bacc TheoU 3 y. — 
Licentiate, 2 y. — Doctor 7%. 2 y. in all 9 years — 
For the Doctorate three disputations, Major, Minor, 
Sorbonica — Several cdl^es suppressed^ and transferred 
to that which was the Jesuit's CoU^e. 

'' Wednesday, Nov. 1.— We left Paris— St Denis^ 
a large town : the church not very large^ but the middle 
aisle is very lofty and awful. On the left are ohapds 
built beyond the line of the wall^ which destroyed the 
flymmelry of the sides. The organ is higher above the 
pavement than I have ever seen. The gates are of 
brass. On the middle gate is the history of our Ixwd. 
The painted windows are historical^ and said to be 
eminently beautiful — We were at another diurch be- 
longing to a convent, of which the portal is a dome : 
we could notienter farther, and it was almost daric. 

'^ Thursday, Nov. 2. — We came this day to Chan- 
tilly, a seat belonging to the Prince of Omd^. This 
place is eminently beautified by all varieties of waters 
starting up in fountains, falling in cascades^ running in 
streams, and spread in lakes. The water seems to be 
too near the house. All this water is brought from a 
source or river three leagues ofi^, by an artifidal canal^ 
which for one league is carried under ground — The 
house is ma^fioent — The calnnet seems well stodced ; 
what I remember was, the jaws of a hippopotamus, and 
a young hippopotamus preserved, which, however, is so 
small, that I doubt its reality — It seems too hairy for 
an abortion, and too small for a mature birlli — Nothing 
was [preserved] in spirits ; all was dry — The dog ; 
the deer ; the ant-bear with long snout — The toucan, 
Ung broad beak — The stables were of very great length 
— The kennel had no scents — ITiere was a mockery 
Qt a village — The menagerie had few animals (i) — 

(1) The writinff is so bad here, that the names of several of 
lie animals could not be deciphered without much more ao» 



d by Google 



JBtAT.6S. FRBNCH TOUR — DIARl. 19 

Two ftussans Q), or Brazilian weasels^ spotted, very 
wild — There is a forest, and, I think, a park — I walked 
till I was very weary, and next morning felt my feet 
battered, and with pains in the toes. 

" Friday, Nov. 3, — We came to Compeigne, a very 
large town, with a royal palace built round a pentagonal 
court -— llie court is raised upon vaults, and has, I sup. 
.pose, an entry on one side by a gentle rise — Talk of 
painting — The church is not very large, but very elegant 
and splendid — I had at first great difficulty to walM 
but motion grew continually easier — At night we came 
to Noyon, an episoi^al city — The cathedral is very 
beautiful, the pillars alternately Gothic and Corinthian 
— > We entered a very noble parochial church — Noyon 
is walled, and is said to be three miles round. 

" Saturday, Nov, 4. — We rose very early, and came 
through St Quintin to Cambray, not long ai^ three — 
We went to an Eng^sh nunnery, to give a letter to 
Fa^er Welch, the confessor, who came to visit us in 
the evening. 

*^ Sunday, Nov. 5. — We saw the cathedral — It is 
very beautiful, with chapels on each side. The choir 
splendid. The balustrade in one part brass. The N^ 
very high and grand. The altar silver as far as it is 
seen. The vestments very splendid — At the Bene- 
dictines' church '' 



qiiaintance with natural history than I possess. Dr. Blagden, 
with his usual politeness, most obliginely eraminQd the AlS. 
To that gentleman, and to Dr. Gray, of the British Museum, 
who also very readily assisted me,l beg leave to express my 
bestthanu. 

(1) It is thus written by Johnson, from the French pronun- 
ciation o£Jbssane, It should be observed, that the person who 
showed this menagerie was mistaken in supposii^ ihejbss^ng 
and Uie Brazilian weasel to be the same^ the fossane being a 
different animal, and a native of Mada^iscar. I find them, 
iiowever, upon one plate in Pennant's ** Synopsis of Quad- 
^peds.** 

c 2 



d by Google 



20 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1775. 

Here his Journal (') ends abruptly. Whether he 
wrote any more after this time, I know not; but 
probably not much, as he arrived in England about 
the 12th of November. These short notes of his 
tour, though they may seem minute taken singly, 
make together a considerable mass of information^ 
and exhibit such an ardour of inquiry and acuteness 
of examination, as, I believe, are found in but few 
travellers, especially at an advanced age. They 
completely refute the idle notion which has been 
propagated, that he cotdd not see (^) ; and, if he had 
taken the trouble to revise and digest them, he un- 
doubtedly could have expanded them into a very 
entertaining narrative. (*) 

(1) My worthy and ingenious friend, Mr. Andrew Lumisden, 
by his accurate acquaintance with France, enabled me to make 
out many proper names which Dr. Johnson had written ix>> 
distinctly, and sometimes spelt erroneously. 

(2) Miss Reynolds, who knew him lonser, and saw him J 
more constantly than Mr. Boswell, says, *< Dr. Johnson's sight ( 
was so very defective, that he could scarcely distinguish the race I 
of his most intimate acquaintance at half a yard, and in general | 
it was observable, that his critical remarks on dress, &c. were | 
the result of very close inspection of the object, partly from | 
curiosity, and partly from a desire of exciting admiration of his I 
perspicuity, or which he was not a little ambitious.'* — JRecol^J 
lections, — C. 

(S) '< Mr. Thrale loved prospects, and was mortified that his 
friend could not enjoy the sight of those different dispositions 
of wood and water, hill and valley, that travelling throu^ 
England and France affords a man. But when he wished to 
point them out to his companion, < Never heed such nonsense,' 
would be the reply : < a blade of grass is always a blade of grass, 
whether in one country or another. Let us, if we (2o talk, talk 
about something : men and women are my subjects of inquiry ; 
let us see how these difibr from those we have left behind.' — 
When we were at Rouen, he took a great fancy to the Abb4 
Roflfette, with whom he conversed about the destruction of the 
order of Jesuits, and condemned it loudly, as a blow to the 
general power of the church, and likely to be followed with 
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When I met him in London the following year, 
the account which he gave me of his French tour, 
was, " Sir, I have seen all the visibilities of Paris, 
and around it : but to have formed an acquaintance 
with the people there would have required more 
time than I could stay. I was just beginning to 
creep into acquaintance by means of Colonel Drum- 
gould, a very high man, Sir, head of L*Ecole 
MUitaire^ a most complete character, for he had 
first been a professor of rhetoric, and then became 
a soldier. And, Sir, I was very kindly treated by 
the English Benedictines, and have a cell appro- 
priated to me in their convent.'' 

He observed, " The great in France live very 
magnificently, but the rest very miserably. There 
is no happy middle state as in England. The shops 
of Paris are mean; the meat in the markets is 
such as would be sent to a gaol in England ; and 



many and dangerous innovations, which mi^ht at length become 
fieital to religion itself, and shake even the foundation of Chris- 
tianity. The gentleman seemed to wonder and delight in his 
conversation: the talk was all in Latin, which both spoke j 
fluently, and Dr. Johnson pronounced a lone eulogium upon 1 
Milton with so much ardour, eloquence, and ingenuity, that / 
the abb6 rose fhnn his seat and embraced him. My husband, | 
seeing them apparency so charmed with the company of each 
other, politely invited the abb6 to England, intending to oblige ' 
his friend; who, instead of thankine, reprimanded him severdy 
before the man, for such a sudden burst of tenderness towards 
ft person he could know nothing at all of; and thus put a sudden 
finish to all his own and Mr. "Dirale's entertainment from the 
company of the Abb6 RoflRstte. His dislike of the French was 
well known to both nations, I believe; but he applauded the 
number of their books and the graces of their style. * They 
have few sentiments,* said he, <but they express them neatly; 
they have little meat too, but they dress it welL' *' — Fxozzi. 

c 3 
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Mr. Thrale justly observed, that the cookery of the 

French was forced upon theto liy necessity; for 

they could not eat their m^at, u^ess they addect 

some taste to it. Th^ Friencfh are an indelicate 

people; they inll spit upon any place. At Madame 

[Da Bocage's,] a literal^ lady of rank, the fodtman 

took the sugar in his' fingers, and iltaew it iiito my 

coffee. I was going to put it aside ; hut h^arihg it' 

was made on purpose for me, I ^'en tasted* Tom's 

fingers. The' same lady would needs make tea' 

d VAngldisi, The spout of the teiqpot did not^ 

pour freely; she bade the footman blon^ intb it.(i)^ 

I France is worse than Scotlahd in' every thing biit' 

dimate. Nature has done more for the French; 

but they have done less for themselves thail tiie 

Scotch have done. (*) 

(1) Miss Reynolds*^ « Recollections" presenre this story as 
told her by Baretti, who was of the party : — « Going one day 



(2) In a letter written a few days afber his return ttmn 
France, he says, *< The French have a clear ahr and a fmitftil 
soil; but their mode of common life is gross and incommodious, 
and disgusting. I am come home convinced that no improve^ 
ment of general use is to be found among them.**—- M. 
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It happened that Foote was at Paria at the same^ jf^ '^ 
time with Dr. Johnson, and his description of my 
friend while there was abundantly lucUcrous. He | 
told me, that the French were quite astonished at 
his figure and manner, and at his dress, which he 
obstinately continued exactly as in London Q); — 
his brown clothes, black stockings, and plain shirt 
He mentioned^ that an Irish gentleman said to John- 
son, ** Sir, you have not seen the best French 
players." Johnson. " Player^ Sir 1 1 look on them^ 
as no better than creatures set upon tables and joint 
stools, to make faces and produce laughter, like 
dancing dogs." ** But, Sir, you will allow that some 
players are better than others ? ** Johnson. '' Yes, 
Sir, as some dogs dance better than others.** (^) 

(1) Foote seems to have embdHshed a little in saying that 
Johnson did not alter his dress at Paris ; as in his jeunud is a 
memorandum about white stockiius, wig, and hat. In another 
place we are told that '< during ms trayels in France he was 
himished with a French-made wir of handsome constnietion." 
.^Blakcwat. — By a note in johnson'i daaaj (Hawkins'a 
''Life,*' p. 517.), it appears, that he had laid out thirty pounds 
in clothes fbr his French journey. ^- M. 

(fi) JoHNsoK. ** The French, dr, are a very silly people. 
They have no common life. Nothing but the two ends, beg- 
gary and nobility. Sir, they are made up in every thing of two 
extremes. They have no common sense^ they have no common 
manners, no common learning — gross ignorance^ or les beOet 
lettre*:' A Lady [Mrs. Thrade]. " Indeed, even in their dress 
— their frippery finery, and their beggarly coarse linen. They 
had, I though^ no politeness ; their civilities never indicated 
more good will than the talk of a parrot, indiscriminately 
using we same set of superlative phrases, <a la merveiUe/* to 
every one alike. They really seemed to have no expressions 
for sincerity and truth.** Johnson. *< They are much behind^ 
hand, stupid, ignorant creatures. At Fontainebleau I saw a 
horse-race — every thing was wrong; the heaviest weight was 
put upon the weakest horse, and all the jockeys wore the same 
colour coat** A Gentlcman. << Had you any acquaintance in 
Paris? *' JoHVsoir. ** No, I did not stay long enough to mak» 
C 4 
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While Johnson was in France, he was generally 
very resolute in speaking Latin. It was a maxim 
with him that a man should not let himself down by 
speaking a language which he speaks imperfectly. 
Indeed, we must have often observed how inferior, 
how much like a child a man appears, who speaks a 
broken tongue. When Sir Joshua Reynolds, at one 
of the dinners of the royal academy, presented him 
to a Frenchman of great distinction, he would not* 
deign to speak French, but talked Latin, though his 
excellency did not understand it, owing, perhaps, to 
Johnson's English pronunciation : yet upon another 
occasion he was observed to speak French to a 
Frenchman of high rank, who spoke English ; and 
being asked the reason, with some expression of sur- 
prise, he answered, '^ because I think my French is as 
good as his English." Though Johnson understood 
French perfectly, he could not speak it readily, as I 

any. I spoke only Latin, and I could not have much convers- 
ation. There is no srood in letting the French have a superiority 
over vou every word you speak. — On tellins Mr. Baretti of the 
prooi that Johnson gave of the stupidity of the French in the 
management of their horse-races, — that all the jockeys wore the . 
same colour coat, &c., he said that was ' like Johnson's remarks 
— He could not see.* — But it was observed that he could inquire : 
— 'yes,* and it was by the answers he received that he was misled, 
for he asked, what did the first jockey wear ? answer, green ; what 
the second? green; what the third? green, which was true; 
but, then, the greeds were all different greens, and very easily 
distin^ished. — Johnson was perpetually making mistakes ; so^ 
on going to Fontainebleau, when we were about three fourths 
of the way, he exclaimed with amazement, that now we were 
between Paris and the King of France's court, and yet we had 
not met one carriage coming from thence, or even one going 
thither ! On which all the company in the coach burst out a 
laughing, and immediately cried out, * Look, look, there is a 
coach gone by, there is a chariot, there is a po«tchaise ! * Tdare 
say we saw a hundred carriages, at least, that were going to or 
doming from Fontainebleau." Miss Beynolds*s BecoUectiom, 
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have observed at his first interview with General 
Paoli, in 1769 ; yet he wrote it, I imagine, pretty 
well, as appears from some of his letters in Mrs. 
Piozzi's collection, of which I shall transcribe one : 

LxTTiK 226. A MADAME LA COMTESSE 

DE . 

« May 16. 1771. 

'< Qui, madame, le moment est arriv^^ et il faut que 
je parte. Mais pourquoi faut-il partir ? Est-ce que je 
m'ennuye ? Je m ennuyerai ailleurs. Est-ce que je 
dierche ou quelque plaisir, ou quelque soulagement ? Je 
ne dierche rien^ je n'espere rien. Aller voir ce que 
j'ai vO, etre un peu rejoiu^ un peu degout^, me ressou- 
venir que la vie se passe, et qu*elle se passe en vain, me 
plaindre de moi, m'endurcir aux dehors ; void le tout 
de ce qu'on compte pour les delices de Tannee. Que 
Dieu vous donne, madame, tons les agr^mens de la vie, 
avec im esprit qui pent en jouir sans s*y livrer trop.*' 

Here let me not forget a curious anecdote, as re- 
lated to me by Mr. Beauderk, which I shall en- 
deavour to exhibit as well as lean in that gentleman's 
lively manner ; and in justice to him it is proper to 
add, that Dr. Johnson told me I might rely both on 
the correctness of his memory, and the fidelity of 
his narrative. "When Madame de Boufflers (}) was [ 
first in England," said Beauderk, " she was desirous i 
to see Johnson. I accordingly went with her to his 
chambers in the Temple, where she was entertained , 
with hb conversation for some time* When our 
visit was over, she and I left him, and were got into 

(l) La Comtesse de Boufflers was the mistress of the Prince 
of Conti, and aspired to be his wife; she was a bel-esprit^ 
and in that character thoueht it necessary to be an An^lonium^ 
and to visit England; which she did in 1763. ^ C. 
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Inner Temple Lane, when all at once I heard a voice 
like thunder. This was occasioned by Johnson, 
who, it seems, upon a little reflection, had taken it 
into his head that he ought to have done the honours 
of his literary residence to a foreign lady of quality, 
and, eager to show himself a man of gallantry, was 
hurrying down the staircase in violent agitation. 
He overtook us before we reached the Temple-gate, 
and, brushing in between me and Madame de Bouf- 
flers, seized her hand, and conducted her to her coach. 
His dress was a rusty brown morning suit, a pair of 
old shoes by way of slippers, a little shrivelled wig 
sticking on the top of his head, and the sleeves of 
his shirt and the knees of his breeches hanging loose. 
A considerable crowd of people gathered round, acid 
were not a little struck by this singular appearance.** 
He spoke Latin with wonderful fluency and ele- 
gance. When Pdre Boscovich Q) was in England^ 
Johnson dined in company with him at Sir Joshua 
Reynolds's, and at Dr. Douglas's, now Biidiop of 
Salisbury. Upon both occasions that celebrated 
foreigner expressed his astonishment at Johnson's 
Latin conversation. (2) When at Paris, Johnson 

(1) See ant^, Vol. HI. p. 140. Boscovich was a Jesuit, bom 
at Ua^^usa in 1711, who first introduced the Newtonian philo- 
sophy into Italy. He visited London in 1760, and was thei« 
elected into the Royal Society. He died in 1787. — C. 

(2) Boscovich had a ready current ftbvt of that flimsy phrase* 
dlogy with' which a priest may travel throu^ Italy, Spain» and 
Germany. Johnson scorned what he called colloquial barbar- 
isms. It was his pride to speak his best. He went on, after a 
little priKTtlcie, with at much facility as if it was his native 
tongue. One sentence I remember. Observing that Fontenelle 
at nrst opposed the Newtonian philosophy, and embraced it 
afterwards, his words were: Fontinellus, rdfiUor^ in extremi 
ietwchdefJuU transfvga ad cattra Newtoniaruu — Muepht. 
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thus characterised Vokaine to Freron the journalist : 
^ Vir est aeenimi ingenii eipaucarutn literarvm.'* 

L«TT£R 227. TO DR. JOHNSON. 

«« Edinburgh, Dec 5. 1775. 

'' Mt dsar Sir^ — Mr. Alexander Maclean^ the 
young laird of Col> being to set out to-morrow for 
London^ I give him this letter to introduce him to your 
acquaintance. The kindness which you and I experi- 
enced from his brother^ whose unfortunate death we 
sincerely lament^ will make us always desirous to show 
att^tion to any branch <tf the fkmily. Indeed, yon 
have so much of the true Highland cordiality^ that I' 
am sure you would hare thought me to blame if I had 
ne^ected to recommend to you this Hebridean prince, in 
whose island we were hospitably entertained. I e?er 
am, with respectfid attachment^ my dear Sir, your most 
obliged and most humble servant, 

'' JlMBS BoSWbW 

Mr. Maclean i^umed with the most agreeable ao» 
counts of tile polite attenticMi with which he was vfh 
ceived by l!)r. Johnson* 

In the course of the year Dr. Bumey informs nie 
that <* he very frequently met Dr. Johnson at Mr._ 
Thrale's, at Streatham, where they had inanyTong. 
conversations, often sitting up as long as the fire and 
candles lasted, and much longer than the patitocfr of 
the servants subsisted.** A few of Johnson's sayings^* 
-which that gentlemen recollects, shall here be ih- 
serted. 

'^ I never take a nap after dinner but when I have 
had a bad night, and then the nap takes me.*' 

^^ The writer of an epitaph should not be consideredf 
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as saying nothing but what is strictly trae. Allowance 
must be made for some degree of exaggerated praise. In 
lapidary inscriptions a man is not upon oath." 

'^ There is now less flogging in our great schools than 
formerly, but then less is learned there ; so that what 
the boys get at one end they lose at the other.*' 

*^ More is learned in public than in private schools, 
from emulation; there is the collision of mind with 
mind, or the radiation of many minds pointing to one 
centre. Though few boys make their own exercises, 
yet if a good exercise is given up, out of a great number 
of boys, it is made by somebody." 

^' I hate by-roads in education. Education is as well 
known, and has long been as well known as ever it can 
be. Endeavouring to make children prematurely wise 
is useless labour. Suppose they have more knowledge 
at five or six years old than other children, what use 
can be made of it ? It will be lost before it is wanted, 
and the waste of so much time and labour of the teacher 
can never be repaid. Too much is expected from pre- 
cocity, and too little performed. Miss Q) was an 

instance of early cultivation, but in what did it termin^ 
ate? In marrying a little presbyterian parson, who 
keeps an infant boiurding-school, so that all her employ- 
ment now is^ 

* To suckle fools^ and chronicle small beer. 

She tells the children, ' This is a cat, and that is a do^ 
with four legs, and a tail; see there! you are mudi 
better than a cat or a dog, for you can speak.' If I had 
bestowed such an education on a daughter, and had dis- 
covered that she thought of marrying such a fellow^ I 
would have sent her to the Congress" 

*' After having talked slightingly of music, he was 

(1) Miss Letitis Aiken, who married Mr. BartMuild, and 
published « Easy Lessons for Children, &c &&**— C. 
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observed to listen very attentively while Miss Thrale 
played on the harpsichord ; and with eagerness he called 
to her, * Why don't you dash away like Burney ? * Dr. 
Bumey upon this said to him, ' I believe. Sir, we shall 
make a musician of you at last' Johnson with candid . 
complacency replied, * Sir, I shall be glad to have a new J 
sense given to me.' " ' 

** He had come down one morning to the breakfast- 
room, and been a considerable time by himself before 
any body appeared. When on a subsequent day he was 
twitted by Mrs. Thrale for being very late, which he 
generally was, he defended himself by alluding to the 
extraordinary morning, when he had been too early. 
' Madam, I do not like to come down to vacuity/ " 

" Dr. Bumey having remarked that Mr. Garrick was 
beginning to look old, he said, ' Why, Sir, you are not 
to wonder at that ; no man's face has had more wear 
and tear.' " 



LBTTia 228. TO MRS. MONTAGU, (i) 

"Dec 15. 1775. 

'^ Madam, — Having, after my return from a little 
ramble to France, passed some time in the country, I 
did not hear, till I was told by Miss Reynolds, that you 
were in town ; and when I did hear it, I heard likewise 
that you were ill. To have you detained' among us by 
sickness is to enjoy your presence at too dear a rate. I 
suffer myself to be flattered with hope that only half the 
intelligence is now true, and that you are now so weU 
as to be able to leave us, and so kind as not to be willing. 
I am. Madam, your most humble servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 



(1) Mrs. Montagu's recent kindness to Miss Williams was 
not lost on Johnson. His letters to that lady became more 
elabonitelv respectfiil, and his subsequent mention of her tooky 
as we shaU see, a high tone of pane^^ric. — C. 
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LKTTS&229. TO MRS. MONTAGU. 

««Dec 17. 1775. 

*^ Madam^ — AH that the esteem and reyerence of 
mankind can give you has been long in your possession, 
and the little that I can add to the voice of nations will 
not much exalt ; of that little, however, you are, I hope, 
very certain. — I wonder. Madam, if you remember 
Col in the Hebrides ? The brother and heir of poor Col 
has just been to visit me, and I have engaged to dine 
with him on Thursday. I do not know his lodging, 
and cannot send him a message, and must therefore sus- 
pend the honour which you are pleased to offer to. 
Madam, your most humble servant, Sam. Johnson." 

Letter 23a TO MRS. MONTAGU. 

« Thursday, Dec. 21. 1775. 

" Madam, — I know not when any letter has given 
me so much pleasure or vexation as that which I had 
yesterday the honour of receiving. That you. Madam, 
should wish for my company is surely a sufficient reason 
for being pleased ; — that I should delay twice, what I 
had so Utde right to expect even once, has so bad an 
appearance, that I can only hope to have it thought 
that I am ashamed. — You have kindly allowed me to 
name a day. Will you be pleased. Madam, to acc^t of 
me any day after Tuesday ? Till I am favoured with 
your answer, or despair of so much condescension, I 
sball suffer no engagement to fasten itself upon me. — 
I am, Madam^ your most obliged and most humble 
servant, " Sam. Johnson." 

Not having heard from him for a longer time than 
I supposed he would be silent, I wrote to him Dec. 
18., not in good spirits : 

^ Sometimes I have been afraid that the cold which 
has gone over £urope this year like a sort of pestilence 
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has seized yoa severely : sometimes my imagination^ 
•vhich is upon occasions prolific of evil^ hath figured 
that you may have somehow taken ofience at some part 
of my conduct." 



Lrtkr 231. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« Dec 23. 1775. 

'^ Dear Sir, — Never dream of any ofience. How 
should you offend me ? I consido* your friendship as 
a possession, which I intend to hold till you take it 
from me, and to lament if ever hy my fault I should 
lose it. However, when such suspicions find their way 
into your mind, idways give them vent ; I shall make 
haste to disperse them ; hut hinder their first ingress if 
you can. Consider such thoughts as morhid. 

*' Such illness as may excuse my omission to Lord 
Hailes I ^nnot honestly plead. I have heen hindered, 
I know not how, hy a succession of petty obstructions. 
I hope to mend immediately, and to send next post to 
his lordship. Mr. Thrale would have written to you if 
I had omitted ; he sends his compliments, and wishes 
to see you. 

'^ You and your lady will now have no more wrang. 
ling about feudal inheritance. How does the yoimg 
Laird of Auchinleck ? I suppose Miss Veronica is grown 
a reader and discourser. 1 have just now got a cough, 
but it has never yet hindered me from sleeping; I have 
had quieter nights than are common with me. I cannot 
but rejoice that Joseph (}) has had the wit to find the 
way back. He is a fine fellow, and one of the best 
travellers in the world. 

'^ Young Col brought me yov letter. He is a very 

(1) Joseph Ritter, a Bohemian, who was in my sendee many 
years, and attended Dr. Johnson and me in our tour to the 
Hebrides. After having left me for some time, he had now 
returned to me. 
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pleasing youth. I took him two days ago to the Mitre^ 
and we dined together. I was as civil as I had the means 
of heing. I have had a letter from Rasay, acknowledg. 
ing, with great appearance of satisfaction^ the insertion 
in the £dinhurgh paper. I am very glad that it was 
done. 

^' My compliments to Mrs. Boswell^ who does not 
love me ; and of all the rest^ I need only send them to 
those that do ; and I am afraid it will give you very 
little trouhle to distribute them. — I am^ my dear^ dear 
Sir, &c. '^ Sam. Johnson." 

Lruk232. to MR. GRANGER, (i) 

(About 1775) but has no date.) 

*' Sir, — When I returned from the country I found 
your letter ; and would very gladly have done what you 
desire, had it been in my power. Mr. Farmer is, I am 
confident, mistaken in supposing that he gave me any 
such pamphlet or cut I should as soon have suspected 
myself, as Mr. Farmer, of forgetfulness ; but that I do 
not know, except from your letter, the name of Arthur 
O'Toole (^), nor recollect that I ever heard of it before. 
I think it impossible that I should have suffered such a 
total obliteration from my mind of any thing which was 
ever there. This at least is certain; that I do not 
know of any such pamphlet ; and equally certain I de- 
sire you to think it, that if I had it, you should imme- 
diatdy receive it from, Sir, your most humble servant, 

^' Sam. Johnson." 



(1 ) Author of the " Biographical History of England.**— G 

(2) [The pamphlet alluded to was written by John Taylor, 
the water-poet, and entitled « Honour of the Noble Captain 
O'Toole^ 1622." Some account of O'Toole will be found in 
Granger, voL ii. p. 100.] 
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CHAIPTER II. 

• 1776. 

Lam of Entail. — Boswdts Melancholy. — John Wesley. 
— Clarendon Press. — Booksellers' Profits. — Bolt 
Court. — Mrs. Thrak's. Birth-day. — Entails. — 
Smith's " Wealth of Nations." — Lawyers and Law^ 
suits. — Scotch Militia Bill. — Obligation in settling 
Estates. — " Johnsoniana." — Value of Truth. — 
Monastic Orders. — Carthusians. — Religious Aus- 
terities. — Winehibbing. — Fasting. — Influence of 
Education. — Arithmetic. — Sea Life, 

In 1776, Johnson wrote, so far as I can discover, 
nothing for the public : but that his mind was still 
ardent, and fraught with generous wishes to attain to 
still higher degrees of literary excellence, is proved 
by his private notes of this year, which I shall insert 
in their proper place. 

Lrrr«R233. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"Jan. 10. 1776. 
*^ Dear Sir^ — I have at last sent you aU Lord 
Hiuless papers. Wliile I was in France^ I looked very 
often into Henault ; but Lord Hailes^ in my opinion,, 
leaves him far and far behind. Why I did not despatch 
so short a perusal sooner^ when I look back^ I am utterly 
unable to discover ; but human moments are stolen awi^y 
by a thousand petty impediments which leave no trace 
bdiind them. I have been afflicted^ through the whole 

VOL. VI. D 
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Christmas^ with the general disorder^ of which the worst 
effect was a cough^ which is now much mitigated, 
though the country, on which I look from a window at 
Streatham, is now covered with a deep snow. Mrs. 
Williams is very ill : every hody else is as usual. 

'* Among the papers I found a letter to you, which I 
think you had not opened ; and a paper (') for ^ The 
Chronicle/ which I suppose it not necessary now to insert 
1 return them both. I have, within these few day^ 
had the honour of receiving Lord Hailes's first volume, 
for which I return my most respectfid thanks. 

" I wish you, my dearest friend, and your haughty 
lady, (for I know she does not love me,) and the young 
ladies, and the young laird, all happiness. Teach the 
young gentleman, in spite of his mamma, to think and 
speak well of. Sir, your affectionate humble servant, 

*' Sam. Johnson." 

At this time was in agitation a matter of great 
consequence to me and my family, which I should 
not obtrude upon the world, were it not that the part 
which Dr. Johnson's friendship for me made him 
take in it was the occasion of an exertion of his abi- 
lities, which it would be injustice to conceal. That 
what he wrote upon the subject may be understood, 
it is necessary to give a state of the question, which 
I shall do as briefly as I can. 

In the year 1504, the barony or manor of Auch- 
inleck (pronounced Afflick) in Ayrshire, which be- 
longed to a family of the same name with the lands, 
having fallen to the crown by forfeiture, James the 
Fourth, King of Scotland, granted it to Thomas 

(1) No doubt an advertisement of apdlugy to Away. — C. 
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Boswell, a branch of an ancient family in tiie comity 
of Fife, styling him in the charter, " dilectofamilUtri 
nostra;*' and assigning as the cause of the grant, 
^^pro bono etjideli serviHo nobis prcBstUo" Thomas 
Boswell was slain in battle, fighting along with his 
sovereign, at the fatal field of Flodden, in 1513. 

From this very honourable founder of our family, 
the estate was transmitted, in a direct series of heirs- 
male, to David Boswell, my father's great-grand- 
imcle, who had no sons, but four daughters, who 
were all respectably married, the eldest to Lord 
Cathcart. 

< David Boswell, being resolute in the military feudal 
principle of continuing the male succession, passed by 
his daughters, and settled the estate on his nephew 
by his next brother, who approved of the deed, and 
renounced any pretensions which he might possibly 
have, in preference to his son. But the estate having 
been burthened with large portions to the daughters, 
^d other debts, it was necessary for the nephew to 
sell a considerable part of it, and what remained was 
still much encumbered. 

The frugality of the nephew preserved, and, in 
some degree, relieved the estate. His son, my grand- 
father, an eminent lawyer, not only re-purchased a 
great part of what had been sold, but acquired other 
lands ; and my father, who was one of the judges of 
Scotland, and had added considerably to the estate, 
now signified his inclination to take the privilege 
allowed by our law (0, to secure it to his family in 

(1) Acts of Parliament of Scotland, 1685, cap. 23. 
D 2 
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perpetuity by an entail, which, on aceount of his 
marriage articles, could not be done without my 
consent 

In the plan of entailing the estate, I heartily con- 
curred with him, though I was the first to be restrained 
by it ; but we unhappily differed as to the series of 
heirs which should be established, or, in the language 
of our law, called to the succession. My father had 
declared a predilection for heirs-general, that is, males 
and females indiscriminately. He was willing, how- 
ever, that all males descending from his grandfather 
should be preferred to females ; but would not extend 
that privilege to males deriving their descent from a 
high^ source. I, on the other hand, had a zealous 
partiality for heirs-male, however remote, which I 
maintained by arguments, which appeared to me to 
have considerable weight. ( > ) And in the particular 

(1) As first, the opinion of some diatinguished naturaligts, 
that our species is transmitted through males only, the female 
being all along no more than a nQuSt or nurse, as Mother 
EarSi is to plants of every sort^ which notion seems to be con- 
firmed by that text of Scripture, " He was yet in the loins of kis 
rATBSR when Melchisedeck met him," (Heb. vii. 10.); and 
conseauently, that a man's grandson by a daughter, instead of 
being nis surest descendant, as is vulgarly said, has, in reality, 
no connection whatever with his blood. And, secondly, inde- 
pendent of this theorjrj^ which, if true, should completely exclude 
heirs-general), that it the preference of a male to a female, 
without regard to primogeniture (as a son, though much 
younger, nay even a grandson by a son, to a daughter), be once 
admitted, as it universally is, it must be equally reasonable and 
proper in the most remote degree of descent nrom an original 
proprietor of an estate, as in the nearest ; because, however 
distant from the representative at the time^ that remote heir- 
male, upon the failure of those nearer to the original proprietor 
than he is, becomes in fact the nearest male to him, and is, 
therefore, preferable as his representative, to a female descendant 
A little extension of mind will enable us easily to perceive that 
• «on*s son, in continuation to whatever length of time, is pr»« 
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case of our family, I apprehended that we were under 
an implied obligation, in honour and good faith, to 
transmit the estate by the same tenure which he held 
it, which was as heirs-male, excluding nearer females. 
I therefore, as I thought conscientiously, objected to 
my father's scheme. 

My opposition was very displeasing to my father, 
who was entitled to great respect and deference ; and 
1 had reason to apprehend disagreeable consequences 
from my non-compliance with his wishes. After 
much perplexity and uneasiness, I wrote to Dr. John- 
son, stating the case, with all its difficulties, at full 
length, and earnestly requesting that he would con- 
sider it at leisure, and favour me with his friendly 
opinion and advice. 

Lnrn 234. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« London, Jan. 15. 1776. 

^' Dbar Sib, — I was much impressed by your 
letter, and if I can form upon your case any resolution 
satisfactory to myself, wiU very gladly impart it : but 
whether 1 am equal to it, I do not know. It is a case 
compounded of law and Justice, and reqidres a mind 
versed in juridical disquisitions. Cou}d not you te^ 



ferable to a son's daughter, in the succession to an ancient 
inheritance ; in which regard should be had to the representa- 
tion of the original proprietor, and not to that of one of his 
descendants. 1 am aware of Blackstone's admirable demon* 
stration of the reasonableness of the legal succession, upon the 
principle of there being the greatest probability that the nearest 
heir of the person who last £es proprietor of an estate is of the 
blood of the first purchaser. But supposing a pedigree to be 
carefully authenticated through all its branches, instead of mere 
probabiUty there will be a certamtv that the nearest heir-malet at 
whatever period, has the same ri^t of blood with the first heiiw> 
liialc, namely, the ori^nal purchaser's eldest «m. 
o 3 
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your ¥rhole mind to Lord Hailes ? He is, you know, 
both a Christian and a lawyer. I suppose he is above 
partiality, and above loquacity ; and, I believe, he wiU 
not think the time lost in which he may quiet a dis- 
turbed, or eetde a wavering mind. Write to me as 
any thing occurs to you ; and if I find myself stopped 
by want of facts necessary to be known, I will make 
inquiries of you as my doubts arise. 

" If your former resolutions should be found only 
fanciful, you decide rightly in judging that your father's 
fancies may claim the preference; but whether the)- are 
fanciful or rational is the question. I reaUy itiixsk 
Lord Hailes could belp us. 

'' Make my compliments to dear Mrs. Boswell ; and 
tell her, that I hope to be wanting in nothing that I can 
contribute to bring you all out of your troubles. I am^ 
dear Sir, most affectionately, Sam. Johnson.** 

Lett«23S. to JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

" Feb. 3. 1776. 

*^ Dear Sir, — I am going to write upon a question 
which requires more knowledge of local law, and more 
acquaintance with the general rules of inheritance, than 
I can claim ; but I write, because you request it. 

" Land is, like any other possession, by natural 
right wholly in the power of its present owner ; and 
may be sold, given, or bequeathed, absolutely or con- 
ditionally, as judgment shall direct or passion incite. 

" But natural right would avail little without the 
protection of law ; and the primary notion of law is re- 
straint in the exercise of naturid right A man is 
therefore in society not fully master of what he calls 
his own, but be still retains all the power which law 
does not take from him. 

*^ In the exercise of the right which law either 
leaves or gives, regard is to be paid to moral obii. 
gations. 
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'^ Of the estate which we are now considering^ your 
father still retains such possession^ with such power over 
it^ that he can sdl it^ and do with the money what he 
idll^ without any legal impediment. But when he ex- 
tends his powtf beyond his own life^ by settling the 
order of succession^ the law makes your consent ne- 
cessary. 

" Let us suppose that he sells the land to risk the 
money in some specious adventure^ and in that adyen. 
ture loses the whole; his posterity would be disap- 
pointed ; but they could not think themselves injured 
or robb^. If he spent it upon vice or pleasure, his 
successors could only call him vicious and voluptuous ; 
they could not say that he was injurious or unjust. 

^ He that may do more may do less. He that by 
sdling or squandering may disinherit a whole family^ 
may certainly disinherit part by a partial settlement. . 

'^ Laws are formed by the manners and exigencies of 
particular times^ and it is but accidental that they last 
longer than their causes : the limitation of feudal suc- 
cession to the male arose from the obligation of the 
tenant to attend his chief in war. 

" As times and opinions are always changing^ I know 
not whether it be not usurpation to prescribe rules to 
posterity^ by presuming to judge of what we cannot 
know ; and I know not whether I fully approve either 
your design or your father s^ to limit that succession 
which descended to you unlimited. If we are to leave 
«irtum tectum to posterity^ what we have without any 
merit of our ovm received from our ancestors^ should 
not choice and free-will be kept imviolated ? Is land to 
be treated with more reverence than liberty ? If this 
consideration should restrain your father from disin- 
heriting some of the males^ does it leave you the power 
of disinheriting all the females. 

^* Can the possessor of a feudal estate make any will ? 
Can he appoint^ out of the inheritance^ any portion to his 
D 4? 
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daughters ? There seems to he a very shadowy difference 
hetween the power of leaving land, and of leaving money 
to he raised from land ; hetween leaving an estate to 
females, and leaving the male heir, in effect, only their 
steward. 

'' Suppose at one time a law that allowed only males 
to inherit, and during the continuance of this law, many 
estates to have descended, passing by the females, to re* 
moter heirs. Suppose afterwards the law repealed in 
correspondence witfi a change of manners, and women 
made capable of inheritance ; would not then the tenure 
of estates he changed ? Could the women have no bene- 
fit from a law made in their favour ? Must they be 
passed by upon moral principles for ever, because they 
were once excluded by a legal prohibition ? Or may 
that whidi passed only to males by one law, pass likewise 
to females by another ? 

*' You mention your resolution to maintain the right 
of your brothers (') : I do not see how any of their rights 
are invaded. 

'* As your whole difficulty arises from the act of your 
ancestor, who diverted the succession from the female^ 
you inquire, very properly, what were his motives, and 
what was his intention : for you certainly are not bound 
by his act more th^ he intended to bind you> nor hold 
your land on hardar or stricter terms than those on which 
it was granted. 

" Intentions must be gathered' from act^. When he 
left the estate to his nephew, by excluding his daughters^ 
was it, or was it not in his power to have j>erpetuated 
the succession to the males ? If he could |iave done it^ 
he seems to have shown^ by omitting it, that he did not 
desire it to he done, and, upon youi^ own prindples^ you 
will not easily prove your right to destroy that capacity 
of succession which your ancestors have left. 

(t) Which term I applied to aU the heirs male. 
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'^ If your ancestor had not the power of making a 
perpetdid settlement ; and if^ therefore^ we cannot judge 
distinctly of his intentions^ yet his act can only he con- 
sidered as an example ; it makes not an ohligation. And, 
•8 you ohserve^ he set no example of rigorous adherence 
to the line of succession. He that overlooked a hrother, 
would not wonder that little regard is shown to remote 
relations. 

'^ As the rules of succession are, in a great part^ purely 
legale no man can he supposed to bequeath anything, hut 
upon legal terms ; he can grant no power which the 
law denies; and if he makes no special and definite 
lindtation^ he confers all the power whidi the law 
allows. 

" Your ancestor, for some reason^ disinherited his 
daughters ; hut it no more follows that he intended this 
act as a rule for posterity^ than the disinheriting of his 
brother. If^ therefore, you ask hy what right your 
father admits daughters to inheritance, ask yourself^ firsts 
by what right you require them to he excluded ? It 
appears, upon reflection^ that your father exdudes no- 
body ; he only admits nearer females to inherit before 
males more remote ; and the exclusion is purely oon- 
■equendal. 

^' These^ dear Sir^ are my thoughts^ immethodical and 
deliberative ; hut, perhaps^ you may find in them some 
glimmering of evidence. I cannot^ however, but again 
recommend to you a conference with Lord HaUes^ whom 
you know to be both a lawyer and a Christian. Make 
my compliments to Mrs. BosweU^ though she does not 
loye me. I am^ Sir> your affectionate servant^ 

'^ Sam. Johnson." 

I had followed his recommendation and consulted 
Lord Hailes, who upon this subject had a firm opi- 
nion ecMitrary to mine. His lordship obligingly took 
the trouble to write me a letter, in wldch he discussed . 
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with legal and historical learning, the points in which 
I saw much difficulty, maintaining that " the suc- 
cession of heirs-general was the succession, by the 
law of Scotland, from the throne to the cottage, as 
far as we can learn it by record ;" observing that the 
estate of our family had not been limited to heirs- 
male ; and that though an heir-male had in one in- 
fitance been chosen in preference to nearer females, 
that had been an arbitrary act, which had seemed to 
be best in the embarrassed state of affairs at that 
time : and the fact was, that upon a fair computation 
of the value of land and money at the time, applied 
to the estate and the burthens upon it, there was 
nothing given the heirs-male but the skeleton of an 
estate. " The plea of conscience," said his lordship, 
" which you put, is a most respectable one, especially 
when conscience and selfBxe on different sides. But 
I think that conscience is not well informed, and that 
^eZjTand she ought on this occasion to be of a side." 
This letter, which had considerable influence upon 
my mind, I sent to Dr. Johnson, begging to hear 
from him again upon this interesting question. 

Lxtter236. to JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

«« Feb. 9. 1776. 

'^ Dear Sib, — Having not any acquaintance with 
the laws or customs of Scotland^ I endeavoured to con- 
sider your question upon general principles^ and found 
nothing of much validity that I could oppose to this 
position : ' He who inherits a fief unlimited by his 
ancestors inherits the power of limiting it according to 
his own judgment or opinion.' If this be true^ you may 
join with your father. 
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*' Further consideration produces another condusion : 
' He who receiyes a fief unlimited by his ancestors gives 
his heirs some reason to complain if he does not trans- 
mit it unlimited to posterity. For why should he 
make the state of others worse than his own^ without a 
reason ? ' If this be true, though neither you nor your 
father are about to do what is quite right, but as your 
father violates (I think) the l^;al succession least, he 
seems to be nearer the right than yourself. 

'^ It cannot but occur that * Women have natural' 
and equitable claims as well as men, and these claims 
are not to be capriciously or lightly superseded or in- 
fringed.* When fiefs implied military service, it is 
easily discerned why females could not inherit them : 
but that reason is now at an end. As manners make 
laws, manners likewise repeal them. 

" These are the general conclusions which I have 
attained. None of them are very favourable to your 
scheme of entail, nor perhaps to any scheme. My 
observation, that only he who acquires an estate may 
bequeath it capriciously ('), if it contains any conviction, 
includes this position likewise, that only he who ac- 
quires an estate may entail it capriciously. But I think 
it may be safely presumed, that * He who inherits an 
estate, inherits all the power l^ally concomitant;' and 
that ' He who gives or leaves unlimited an estate legally 
limitable, must be presumed to give that power of limit- 
ation, which he omitted to take away, and to commit 
ftiture contingencies to future prudence.' In these two 
positions I believe Lord Hailes will advise you to rest ; 
every other notion of possession seems to me fuU of 
difiiculties, and embarrassed with scruples. 

*' If these axioms be allowed, you have arrived now 
at full liberty without the help of particular circum- 
stances, which, however, have in your case great weight. 

I had reminded him of his observation, mentioned \ou 
p. 305. 



iiV?. 
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You very rightly ob^erve^ that he who passing by his 
brother gave the inheritance to his nephew^ could limit 
no more than he gave ; and by Lord Hailes's estimate 
of fourteen years' purchase^ what he gave was no more 
than you may easily entail according to your own 
opinion, if that opinion should finally prevail. 

^' Lord Hailes's suspicion that entails are encroach- 
ments on the dominion of Providence, may be extended 
to all hereditary privil^es and all permanent institu- 
tions ; I do not see why it may not be extended to any 
provision for the present hour^ since all care about 
futurity proceeds upon a supposition, that we know at 
least in some degree what will be future. Of the future 
we certainly know nothing ; but we may form conjec- 
tures from the past ; and the power of forming conjec- 
tures includes, in my opinion, the duty of acting in 
conformi^ to that probability, which we discover. 
Providence gives the power, of which reason teaches 
the use. I am, dear Sir, your most faithful servant, 

*' Sam. Johnson. 

<^ I hope I shall get some ground now with Mrs. 
Boswell: make my compliments to her, and to the 
little people. Don't bum papers; they may be safe 
enough in your own box; you will wish to see them 
hereafter." 

LEnu2S7. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

" Feb. 15. 1776. 

'^ Dbar Sir, — To the letters which I have written 
about your great question I have nothing to add. If 
your conscience is satisfied, you have now only your 
prudence to consult. I long for a letter, that I may 
know how this troublesome and vexatious question is at 
last decided. {}) I hope that it will at last end welL 

(1) The entail framed by my father with various judicious 
clnises was settled by him and me^ settling the estate upon the 
heirs male of his grandfather, which I found had been already 
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Lord Hailes's letter was very friendly^ and very season- 
Me, but I think his ayerdon from entails has something 
in it like superstition. Providence is not counteracted 
by any means which ProTidence puts into our power. 
The continuance and propagation of families makes a 
great part of the Jewish law^ and is by no means pro- 
hilnted in the Christian institution^ though the necessity 
of it continues no longer. Hereditary tenures are estab- 
lished in all dvilised countries^ and are accompanied in 
most with hereditaiy authority. Sir William Temple 
considers our constitution as defective^ that there is not 
an unalienable estate in land connected with a peerage : 
and Lord Bacon mentions as a proof that the Turks are 
barbarians^ their want of stirpes, as be calls them, cr 
hereditary rank. Do not let your mind, when it is freed 
from the supposed necessity of a rigorous entail^ be 
entangled with contrary objections^ and think all entails 
unlawful^ tiU you bave cogent arguments^ wbich I 
believe you will never find. I am afraid of scruples. 

" I have now sent all Lord Hailes's papers ; part I 
found hidden in a drawer in which I liad laid them for 
security^ and had forgotten them. Part of these are 
written twice ; I have returned both the copies. Part 
I had read before. Be so kind as to return Lord Hailes 
my most respectful thanks for his first volume : his ac- 
curacy strikes me with wonder; his narrative is far 
superior to that of Renault^ as I have formerly men- 
tioned. I am afraid that ihe trouble which my ir- 
regularity and delay has cost him is greater^ far greater^ 



done by mv grandfather, imperfecthr, but so as to be defeated 
only by selling the lands. 1 was freed by Dr. Johnson from 
scruples of conscientious obligation, and could, therefore^ gratify 
my father. But my opinion and partiality for male succession, 
in its full extent, remained unshaken. Yet let me not be thought 
harsh or unkind to daughters : for my notion is, that they should 
be treated with great affection and tenderness, and always par- 
ticipate of the prosperity of the family. 
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than any good that I can do him will ever recompense ; 
but if I have any more copy^ I will try to do better. 

" Pray let me know if Mrs. Boswell is friende with 
me, and pay my respects to Veronica, and Euphemia, 
and Alexander. ^* I am. Sir, your most humble servant;, 

'^ Sam. Johnson." 

L«TT«»238. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

"Edinburgh, Feb. 20. 1776. 

^' You have illuminated my mind, and relieved me 
from imaginary shackles of conscientious obligation. 
Were it necessary, I could immediately join in an entail 
upon the series of heirs approved by my father ; but it 
is better not to act too suddenly." 

LRZIK239. TO MR. BOSWELL. 

« Feb. 24. 1776. 

" Dear Sib, — I am glad that what I could think or 
say has at all contributed to quiet your thoughts. Tour 
resolution not to act, till your opinion is confirmed by 
more deliberation, is very just. If you have been 
scrupulous, do not be rash. I hope that, as you think 
more, and take opportunities of talking with men in- 
telligent in questions of property, you will be able to 
free yourself from every difficulty. When I wrote 
last, I sent, I think, ten packets. Did you receive them 
all? 

^' You must tell Mrs. Boswell that I suspected her to 
have written without your knowledge (^), and there- 
fore did not return any answer, lest a clandestine cor- 
respondence should have been perniciously discovered. 
I will write to her soon. I am, dear Sir, &c. 

" Sam. Johnson." 

Having communicated to Lord Hailes what Dr. 
Johnson wrote concerning the question which per- 

(1) A letter to him on the mteresting subject of the fiunfly 
setitlement, which I had read. 
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piexed me so much, his lordship wrote to me : " Your 
scruples have produced more fruit than I ever ex- 
pected from them ; an excellent dissertation on ge- 
neral principles of morals and law.'* 

I wrote to Dr. Johnson on the 20th of February, 
complaining of melancholy, and expressing a strong* 
desire to be with him ; informing him that the ten 
packets came all safe ; that Lord Hailes was much 
obliged to him, and said he had almost wholly re- 
moved his scruples against entails. 

L«TT«ii240. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« March 5. 1776. 

'' Dear Sir^ — I have not had your letter half an 
hour ; as you lay so much weight upon my notions^ I 
should think it not just to delay my answer. I am very ,- ^ 

sorry that your melanoholy should return^ and should JT 6 'J 
be sorry likewise if it could have no relief but from my 
company. My counsel you may have when you are Yl'/, S >- 
pleased to require it ; but of my company you cannot 
in the next month have much, for Mr. Thrale will take 
me to Italy, he says^ on the 1st of April. 

" Let me warn you very earnestly against scruples. 
I am glad that you are reconciled to your settlement^ 
and think it a great honour to have shaken Lord Hailes's 
opinion of entails. Do not, however, hope wholly to 
reason away your troubles ; do not feed them with at- 
tention, and they will die imperceptibly away. Fix 
your thoughts upon your business, fill your intervals 
with company, and sunshine will again break in upon 
your mind. If you will come to me, you must come 
V3ry quickly ; and even then I know not but we may 
soour the country together, for I have a mind to see 
uxford and Lichfield before I set out on this long 
journey. To this I can only add that I am, dear Sir^ 
your most affectionate humble servant, 

^' Sam. Johnson.** 
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LRTU241. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"March 12. IT.t 

" Dear Sib, — Very early in April we leaire England, 
and in the beginning of die next week I shall leave 
London for a short time ; of this I think it necessary 
to inform you, that you may not be disappointed in any 
of your enterprises. I had not fully resolved to go into 
the country before this day. Please to make my com- 
pliments to Lord Hailesj and mention very pardcu. 
larly to Mrs. Boswell my hope that she is reconciled to. 
Sir, your faithful servant, Sam. Johnson." 

Litter 242. TO THE REV. JOHN WESLEY. 

"Feb. 6. 1776. 

^^ Sib, — When I received your ' Commentary on the 
Bible,' I durst not at first flatter myself that I was to 
keep it, having so little claim to so valuable a present; 
and when Mrs. Hall informed me of your kindness, 
was hindered from time to time from returning you 
those thanks, which I now entreat you to accept. — I 
have thanks likewise to return you for the addition of 
your important suffrage to my argument on the Ame- 
lican question. To have gained such a mind as yours 
may justly confirm me in my own opinion. What effect 
my paper has upon the public, I know not ; but I have 
no reason to be discouraged. The lecturer was surely 
in the right, who, though he saw his audience slinking 
away, refused to quit the chair, while Plato stayed.— I 
am, reverend Sir, &c. Sam. Johnson." 

Above thirty years ago, the heirs of Lord Chan- 
cellor Clarendon presented the university of Oxford, 
with the continuation of his " History," and such 
other of his lordship's manuscripts as had not been 
published, on condition that the profits arising from 
their publication should be applied to the establish- * 
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ment of a manege in the university. (>) The gift 
was accepted in foil convocation. A person (2) being 
now recommended to Dr. Johnson, as fit to super- 
intend this proposed riding-school, he exerted himself 
with that zeal for which he was remarkable upon 
every similar occasion. But, on inquiry into the 
matter, he found that the scheme was not likely to be 
soon carried into execution ; the profits arising from 
the Clarendon press being, from some mismanage- 
ment, very scanty. This having been explained to him 
by a respectable dignitary of the church, who had 
good means of knowing it, he wrote a letter upon the 
subject, which at once exhibits his extraordinary 
precision and acuteness, and hb warm attachment to 
his (zlma mater. 

LmER243. TO THE REV. DR. WETHERELL. 

«« March 12. 1776. 

^^ Dear Sir^ — Few things are more unpleasant than 
ihe transaction of business with men who are above 
knowing or caring what they have to do ; such as the 
trustees for Lord Cornbury's institution will^ perhaps^ 
appear^ when you have read Dr. •♦••••'s letter. 

" The last part of \he Doctor s letter is of great im- 
portance. The complaint (3) which he makes, 1 have 

(1) The Clarendon MSS., and any money which might arise 
from the sale or publication of them, were given by Catherine, 
Duchess Dowager of Queensbury, as a beginning of a fund 
for supporting a manage or academy for riding, and other useful 
exercises, in Oxford, pursuant to, and in confirmation of, the 
last will of Henry Lord Hyde, bearing date the 10th day of 
August, 1751. — Hall. 

(2) A Mr. Carter. See anU^ Vol. V. p. 246. — C. 

(3) I suppose the complaint was, that the trustees of the 
Oxford press did not aUow the London booksellers a sufficient 
profit upon yending their publications 

VOL. VI. E 
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heard long ago^ and did not know but it was rediessed. 
iV is unhappy that a practice so erroneous has not been 
altered; for altered it must be, or our press will be 
useless, with i^ its privileges. The booksellers^ who, 
like all other men^ have strong prejudices in their own 
favour^ are enough inclined to think the practice of 
printing and ladling books by any but themselves an 
encroachment on the rights of their fraternity; and 
hive need of stronger inducements to circulate acade- 
mical publications than those of another : for, of that 
mutual co-operation by which the general trade is 
carried on, the university can bear no part. Of those 
whom he nei&er loves nor fears, and from whom he 
expects no reciprocation of good offices, why should any 
man promote the interest but for profit? I suppose, 
with all our scholastic ignorance of mankind, we are 
still too knowing to expect that the booksellers will 
^ect themselves into patrons, and buy and sell under 
the influence of a disinterested zeal for the promotion 
of learning. 

'^ To the booksellers, if we look for either honour of 
profit from our press, not only their common profit, but 
something more must be allowed ; and if books, printed 
at Oxford, are expected to be rated at a high price, that 
price must be levied on the public, and paid by the 
ultimate purchaser, not by Uie intermediate agents. 
What price shall be set upon the book is, to the book- 
sellers, wholly indifierent, provided that they gain a 
proportionate profit by negotiating the sale. Why books 
printed at Oxford should be particularly dear, I am, 
however, unable to find. We pay no rent ; we inherit 
many of our instruments and materials; lodging and 
victuals are cheaper than at London; and, therefore, 
workmanship ought, at least, not to be dearer. Our 
expenses are naturally less than those of booksellers; 
and, in most cases, communities are content with less 
profit than individuals. 
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^* It is, perhaps, not considered through how many 
hands a hook often passes, hefore it comes into those of 
the reader ; or what part of the profit each hand must 
retain^ as a motive for transmitting it to the next. 

" We will call our primary agent in London^ Mr 
Cadell^ who receives our hooks from us^ gives them room 
in his warehouse^ and issues them on demand ; hy him 
they are sold to Mr. DiUy^ a wholesale bookseller^ who 
sends them into the country ; and the last seller is the 
country bookseller. Here are three profits to he paid 
between the printer and the reader^ or^ in the style of 
commerce, between the manufacturer and the consumer ; 
and if any of these profits is too penuriously distributed 
the process of commerce is interrupted. 

^' We are now come to the practical question^ what is 
to be done } You will tell me, with reason^ that I have 
said nothing, till I declare how much^ according to my 
opinion, of the ultimate price ought to be distributed 
through the whole succession of sale. 

^^ The deduction^ I am afraid^ will appear very great ; 
but let it be considered before it is refused. We must 
allow^ for profit, between thirty and thirty-five per cent» 
between six and seven shillings in the pound ; that is» 
for every book which costs the last buyer twenty shillings^ 
we must charge Mr. Cadell with something less than four- 
teen. We must set the copies at fourteen shillings each, 
and superadd what is called the quarterly book, or for 
every hundred books so charged we must deliver an 
hundred and four. 

" The profits will then stand thus : — Mr. Cadell^ 
who runs no hazard, and gives no credit, will be paid 
for warehouse room and attendance by a shilling profit 
on each book, and his chance of the quarterly book : 
Mr. Dilly, who buys the book for fifteen shillings, and 
who will expect the quarterly book if he takes five and 
twenty, will send it to his coimtry customer at sixteen 
and sixpence, by which, at the hazard of loss, and the 
£ 2 
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certainty of long credit, he gains the regular profit of 
iea per cent which is expected in the wholesale trade : 
the country booksdkr^ buying at sixteen and sixpence, 
and commonly trusting a considerable time, gains but 
three and sixpence^ and if he trusts a year, not much 
more than two and sixpence ; otherwise than as he may^ 
perhaps^ take as long credit as he gives. 

'^ With less profit than this^ and more you see he can- 
not haye^ the country bookseller cannot live; for his 
receipts are small^ and his debts sometimes bad. 

'' Thus, dear Sir, I have been incited by Dr ******'s 
letter to give you a detail of the circulation of books, 
idnch, perhaps, every man has not had opportunity of 
knowing ; and which those who know it, do not, perhaps, 
alwmys distinctly consider. — I am, &c. 

'' Sam. Johhson.- (») 

Having arrived in London late on Friday, the 15th 
of March, I hastened next morning to wait on Dr. 
Johnson, at his house ; but found he was removed 
from Johnson's Court, No. 7, to Bolt Court, No. 8, 
still keeping to his favourite Fleet Street My re- 
flection at the time upon this change, as marked in 
my journal, is as follows : '< I feh a foolish r^ret 
that he had left a court which bore his name (^) ; but 
it was not foolish to be affected with some tenderness 
of regard for a place in which I had seen him a great 
deal, from whence I had often issued a better and a 



E(l ) I am happy, in giving this fiill and clear statement to the 
ublic, to vindicate, by the authority of the greatest author of 
is age, that respectable body of men, the booksellers of Lon- 
don, from vulgu" reflections, as if their profits were exorbitant, 
when, in truth, Dr. Johnson has here allowed them more thaa 
they usually demand. 

(2) He said, when in Scotland, that he was Johnson of thai 
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he^pier man than when I went in, and which had 
often appeared to my imagination, while I trod its 
pavement in the solemn darkness of the night, to be 
sacred to wisdom and piety." Being informed that 
he was at Mr. Thrak's in the borough (i), I hastened 
thither, and found Mrs. Thrale and him at breakfast. 
I. was kindly welcomed. In a moment he was in a 
full glow of conversation, and I felt myself elevated 
as if brought into another state of being. Mrs. Thrale 

(1)1 went into his room on the morning of my birthday 
(1776), and said to him, ^ Nobody sends me any verses bow, 
because 1 am five and thirty yean old; and Stella was fed with 
them till forty-six, I remember.** My being just recovered 
from illness and confinement, will account for the manner in 
which he burst out suddenly, without the least previous heai> 
tation, and without having entertained the smallest intention 
tamtams it half a minute bdfore : ^- 

•• Oft in danger, yet alive. 
We are oome to thirty.five ; 
Long aoajr better yean arrive^ 
Better years than thirty-five 
Could philosophers contrive 
Life to stop at thirty.five. 
Time his hours should never drive 
O'er the bounds of thirty-five. 
High to soar, and deep to dive. 
Nature g^ves at thirty- five. 
liBdies, stock and tend your hive^ 
Trifle not at thirty.five : 
For, howe*er we boast and strive 
life declines firom tbirtv-five : 
He that ever hopes to thrive 
Must begin by thirty.five; 
And all who wisely wish to wive 
Must look on Thrale at thirty-fivft** 

** And now,** said he, as I was writing them down, **you may 
tee what it is to come for poetry to a dictionary-maker ; you 
may observe that the rh3rmes run m alphabetical order exactly.** 
And so they do. Dr. Johnson did indeed possess an almost 
Tuscan power of improvisation. — Piozzx. •— He was much 
pleased with an Italian improvitcUore, whom he saw at Streat- 
ham, and with whom he talked much in Latin. He told him, 
if he had not been a witness to his faculty himself, he should 
not have thought it possible. He said, Isaac Hawkins Browne 
had endeavoured at it in English, but could not get beyond 
thirty verses. — Hawkins. 

E 3 
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and I looked to each other while he talked, and our 
looks expressed our congenial admiration and aJBTec- 
tion for him. I shall ever recoflect this scene with 
great pleasure. I exclaimed to her, << I am now, in- 
tellectually, Hermippus redivivus (^) ; I am quite 
restored by him, by transfusion of mind." " There' 
are many," she replied, " who admire and respect 
Mr. Johnson ; but you and I love him." 

He seemed very happy in the near prospect of 
going to Italy with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. " But," 
said he, <' before leaving England I am to take a 
jaunt to Oxford, Birmingham, my native city Lich- 
field, and my old friend Dr. Taylor's, at Ashbourne, 
in Derbyshire. I shall go in a few days, and you, 
Boswell, shall go with me." 1 was ready to accom- 
pany him ; being willing even to leave London to 
have the pleasure of his conversation. 

I mentioned with much regret the extravagance of 
the representative of a great family in Scotland, by 
which there was danger of its being ruined ; and as 
Johnson respected it for its antiquity, he joined with 
me in thinking it would be happy if this person 
should die. Mrs. Thrale seemed shocked at this, as 
feudal barbarity, and said, << I do not understand 
this preference of the estate to its owner ; of the land 
to the man who walks upon that land." Johnson. 
<< Nay, madam, it is not a preference of the land to 
its owner ; it is the preference of a family to an in- 
dividual. Here is an establishment in a country, 
which is of importance for ages, not only to the chief 

(1) See Vol. II. p. 195. 
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but to his people ; an establishment whicli extends 
upwards and downwards; that tliis should be de- 
stroyed by one idle fellow is a sad thing." 

He said, " EntaOs are good, because it is good to 
preserve in a country serieses of men, to whom the 
people are accustomed to look up as to their leaders. 
But I am for leaving a quantity of land in conmierce, 
to excite industry, and keep money in the country : 
for if no land were to be bought in the country, there 
would be no encouragement to acquire wealth, be- 
cause a family could not be founded there ; or if it 
were acquired, it must be carried away to another 
it^ountry where land may be bought. And although the 
land in every country will remain the same, and be 
as fertile where there is no money, as where there ia, 
yet all that portion of the happiness of civil life, 
which is produced by money circulating in a country, 
would be kst" Boswell. " Then, Sir, would it 
be for the advantage of a country that all its lands 
were sold at once ? " Johnson. '^ So far, Sir, as 
money produces good, it would be an advantage ; for 
then that country would have as much money circu- 
lating in it as it is worth. But to be sure this would 
l>e counterbalanced by disadvantages attending a total 
change of proprietors." 

I expressed my opinion that the power of entailing 
should be limited thus : " That there should be one- 
third^ or perhaps one-half of the land of a country 
kept free for commerce ; that the proportion allowed 
to be entailed should be parcelled out so that no 
family could entail above a certain quantity. Let a 
family^ according to the abilities of its representatives, 
E 4< 
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be richer or poorer in different generations, or alwayf 
rich if its representatives be always wise : but let its 
absolute permanency be moderate. In this way we 
should be certain of there being always a number of 
established roots ; and as, in the course of nature, 
there is in every age an extinction of some families, 
there would be continual openings for men ambitious 
of perpetuity, to plant a stock in the ^tail ground." ( ' ) 
Johnson. '' Why, Sir, mankind will be better able 
to regulate the system of entails, when the evil oi 
too much land being locked up l^ tbem is felt, than 
we can do at present when it is not felt" 

I mentioned Dr. Adam Smith's book an << The 
Wealth of Nations," which was just published, and 
that Sir John Pringle had observed to me, that Dr. 
Smith, who had never been in trade, could not be 
expected to write well on that subject any more than 
a lawyer upon physic Johnsov, " H^is UMStak^Of 
Sir ; a man who has never been engaged in trade 
lumself may undoubtedly write ^eU upon trade, and 
there is nothing whieh requires more to be illustrated 
by philosophy ^lan trade does. As to m^re wealtk^ 
that is to say, mon^, it is dear that one nation or 
one individual cannot increase its store but by making 
another poorer: but trade procures what is more 

(1) Th9 priTflege of perpetuating in a family an estate and 
amis indefea^y from generation to generation it enjoyed by 
none of nis raiuesty's subjects except in Scotland, where tbe 
legal fiction ofnne and recovery is unknown. It is a privilege 
■o proud, that 1 should think it would be proper to have the 
exercise of it dependent on the royal prerogative. It seems 
absurd to permit the power of perpetuating their representation 
to men, who> having had no eminent merit, have truly no name. 
The kin^ as the unpartial father of his people, would never 
reftise to grant the privilege to those who desorved it. 
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valuable, the reciprocation of the peculiar advantages 
^f different countries. A merchant seldom thinks 
but of his own particular trade. To write a good 
book upon it, a man must have extensive views. It 
is not necessary to have practised, to write well npon 
a subject.'' I mentioned law as a subject on which 
no man could write well without practice. John- 
son. <^ Why, Sir, in Eng^d, where so much money 
» to be got by die practice of the law, most of our 
writers upon it have been in practice ; though Black- 
stone had not been much in practice when he pub- 
lished his * Commentaries.' But upon the continent 
the great writers on law have not all been in practice r 
Grotius, indeed, was ; but Puffendorf was not ; Bur- 
lamaqui was not."( 

When we had talked of the great consequence 
which a man acquired by being employed in his 
profession, I suggested a doubt of the justice of 
the general (pinion, that it is improper in a lawyer 
to solicit employment ; for why, I urged, should it 
not be equally allowable to solicit that as the means 
oi consequence, as it is to solicit votes to be dected a 
member of parliament? Mr. Strahan had told me 
that a countryman of his and mine (^), who had risen 
to eminence in the law, had, when first making his 
way, solicited him to get him employed in city causes. 
Johnson. " Sir, it is wrong to stir up lawsuits ; but 
when once it is certain that a lawsuit is to go on, 

^1) Neither Grodus, Puffendorf, nor BurlanuM{ui, weni 
writers on what can be strictly called practical law; tmd th» 
^eat writers on practical law, in all countries^ have been prac- 
tical lawyers. — C. 

2) Probably Mr. Wedderbum. ^ C. 
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there is nothing wrong m a la\vyer*8 endeavouring 
that he shall have the benefit, rather than another " 
BoswELL. " You would not solicit employment, Sir, 
if you were a lawyer." Johnson. " No, Sir ; but 
not because I should think it wrong, but because I 
should disdain it." This was a good distinction, 
which will be felt by men of just pride. He pro- 
ceeded : " However, I would not have a lawyer to be 
wanting to himself in using fair means. I would 
have him to inject a little hint now and then, to 
prevent his being overlooked." 

Lord Mountstuart's bill for a Scotch militia, in 
supporting which his lordship had noade an able 
speech Q) in the House of Commons, was now a 
pretty general topic of conversation Johnson. "As 
Scotland contributes so little land-tax towards the 
general support of the nation, it ought not to have a 
militia paid out of the general fund, unless it should 
be thought for the general interest that Scotland 
should be protected from an invasion, which no man 
can think will happen ; for what enemy would invade 
Scotland, where there is nothing to be got ? No, 
Sir ; now that the Scotch have not the pay of En- 
glish soldiers spent among them, as so many troops 
are sent abroad, they are trying to get money another 
vay, by having a militia paid. If they are afraid, 

(1) Boswell writes to Mr. Wilkes on this subject, April 20. 
1776: —« I am delishted to find that my honoured friend and 
Maecenas, my Lord Mountstuart, made an excellent speech on 
the Scotch militia biU."-^ Wilkes's Correspondence, vol. iv. 
p. S19. Mr. Boswell's Macenat, however, subsequently dis- 
appointed his hopes, and hence, perhaps, some of those observ. 
ations about ** courting the great** and ** aptUht/ of pairons" which ' 
Mr. Boswell occasionally makes. — C. 
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and seriously desire to have an armed force to defend 
them, they should pay for it. Your scheme is to 
retain a part of your land-tax, by making us pay and 
clothe your militia." Boswbll. ** You should not 
talk of we and you^ Sir; there is now an union." 
Johnson. ^< There must be a distinction of interest, 
while the proportions of land-tax are so unequal. If 
Yorkshire should say, ^ Instead of paying our land- 
tax, we will keep a greater number of militia,* it would 
be unreasonable." In this argument my friend was 
certainly in the wrong. The land-tax is as unequaUy 
proportioned between different parts of England, as 
between England and Scotland ; nay, it is consider- 
ably unequal in Scotland itself. But the land-tax is 
but a smsdl part of the numerous branches of public 
revenue, all of which Scotland pays precisely as Eng- 
land does. A French invasion made in Scotland* 
would soon penetrate into England. 

He thus discoursed upon supposed obligation in 
settling estates : " Where a man gets the unlimited 
property of an estate, there is no obligation upon him 
in justice to leave it to one person rather than to 
another. There is a motive of preference from kind- 
nessy and this kindness is generally entertained for 
the nearest relation. If I owe a particular man a 
sum of money, I am obliged to let that man have 
the next money I get, and cannot injustice let another 
have it ; but if I owe money to no man, I may dis- 
pose of what I get as I please. There is not a d^ 
bitumjusHHiB to a man's next heir ; there is only a 
debitum caritatis. It is plain, then, that I have 
morally a choice according to my liking. If I have 
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a brother in want, he has a claim from affection to 
my assistance ; but if I have also a brother in waiit» 
whom X like better, he has a preferable claim. The 
right of an heir at law is only this, that he is to have 
the succession to an estate, in case no other person is 
appointed to it by the owner. His right is merdy 
oreferable to that of the king." 

We got into a boat to cross over to Blackfriars ; 
and as we moved along the ThamAs, I talked to him 
of a little volume, which, altogether unknown to him, 
was advertised to be published in a few days, under 
the tiUe of ** Johnsoniana, or Bon-mots of Dr. J<^- 
son." Johnson. " Sir, it is a mighty impudent 
thing." BosweLL. " Pray^ Sir, could you have no 
redress if you were to prosecute a publisher for bring* 
ing out, under your name, what you never said, and 
ascrilMng to you dull stupid nonsense, or making you' 
swear profanely, as many ignorant relaters of your 
hon^moti do?** Johnson. " No, Sir ; there will al- 
ways be some truth mixed with the fiedsehood, and 
how can it be ascertained how much is true and how 
much is false ? Besides, Sir, what damages would a 
jury give me for having been represented as swear- 
ing ? " Bos wELi*. << I think. Sir, you should at least 
disavow audi a publication, because the world and 
posterity might with much plausible foundation say^ 
< Here is a volume whidi was publicly advertised 
and came out in Dr. Johnson's own name* and, by 
his silence, was admitted by him to be genuine.* " 
Johnson. ^* I shall give myself no trouble about the 
matter." 

He was, perhaps, above su£fering fromsuchapurioua 
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publications; but I could not help thinking, that 
many nien would be much injured in their reputa- 
tion, by baring absurd and vicious sayings imputed 
to them ; and that redress ought in such cases to bf 
given. 

He said, " The value of every story depends on its 
being true. A story is a picture either of an indi- 
vidual or of human nature in general : if it be fabe, 
it is a picture of nothing. For instance : suppose a 
man should tell that Johnson, before setting out for 
Italy, as he had to cross the Alps, sat down to make 
himself wings* This many people would believe : 
but it would be a picttire of nothing. •••••••(!) 

(naming a worthy Mend of ours) used to think a 
story, a story ,^ till I showed him that truth was 
essenllal to it." I observed, tiiat Foote entertained 
us with stofies which were not true ; but that, indeed, 
it was properly not as lunrratrves that Foote's stories 
pleased us, but as ooUectiofiKy of kidicrous images. 
Johnson. " Foote is quite impartial, for he tells 
liea of every body." (2) 

(1) Although Mr. Lanffton was a man of strict and accurate 
veracitVi I suspect, from the term worthy Jriendt which Boswell 
generally appropriates to Mr. Langton, as well as the number 
of asterisks, that he was here meant : if so, the opinion which 
Johnson corrected was probably one stated by Mr. Langton in 
very early life, for he knew Johnson when he was only fifteen 
years of age. — (X 

(2) On another occasion he said, << A story is a specimc^n of 1 
human manners, and derives its sole vahie from its truth.When , 
Foote has told me something, I dismiss it from my mind like a 
passing shadow; when Reynolds tells me something, I consider 
myself as possessed of an idea the more.** — Piozzi. — A gentle- | 
man sitting next to Johnson at a table where Foote was enter- 
taining the company with some exaggerated recitals, whispered 
his neighbour, " Why, Dr. Johnson, it is impossible that this 
impudent fellow should know the truth of halt what he hag told 
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The importance of strict imd scrupulous veracity 
cannot be too often inculcated. Johnson was known 
to be so rigidly attentive to it, that even in his com- 
mon conversation the slightest circumstance was 
mentioned with exact precbion. Q) 

The knowledge of his having such a principle and 
habit made his ftiends have a perfect reliance on 
the truth of every thing that he told, however it 
might have been doubted if told by many others. 
As an instance of this, I may mention an odd 
incident which he related as having happened to 
him one night in Fleet Street " A gentlewoman," 
said he, ** begged I would give her my arm to assist 
her in crossing the street, which I accordingly did ; 
upon which she offered me a shilling, supposing me 
to be the watchman. I perceived that she was 
somewhat in liquor." This, if told by most people, 
would have been thought an invention ; when told 
by Johnson, it was believed by his friends as much 
as if they had seen what passed. (2) 

us.** ** Nay, sir,** replied Johnson, hastily, «if we venture to 
come into company with Foote^ we have no right, I think, to 
look for truth.** — Caadock. 

(1) One reason why his memory was so particularly exact 
might be derived from his rieid attention to veracitT; being 
always resolved to relate every fact as it stood, he looked even 
on the smaller parts of life with minute attention, and remem- 
bered such passMBiges as escape cursory and common observers. 
His veraci^ was, indeed, from the most trivial to the most 
solemn occasions, strict even to severity ; he scorned to em- 
bellish a story with fictitious circumstances, which (he used to 
say) took off from its real value. " A story,'* he said, "should 
be a specimen of life and manners; but if the surrounding 
dreumstances are false, as it is no more a representation of 
reality, it is no longer worthy our attention. — riotzi, 

(2) As he was walking along the Strand, a gentleman stepped 
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We landed at the Temple Stairs, where we parted 
I found him in the evening in Mrs. Williams s room. 
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convent far fear of being immorair as for a man to 
cut off his hands for fear he should steal. There is, 
indeed, great resolution in the immediate act of 
dismembering himself; but when that is once done, 
he has no longer any merit : for though it is out of 
his power to steal, yet he may idl his life be a thief 
in his heart So when a man has once become a 
Carthusian, he is obliged to continue so, whether 
he chooses it or not. Their silence too, is absurd. 
We read in the Gospel of the apostles being sent to 
preach, but not to hold their tongues. All severity 
that does not tend to increase good, or prevent evil, 
is idle. I said to the Lady Abbess of a convent, 
* Madam, you are here, not for the love of virtue, 
but the fear of vice* She said, * She should re- 
member this as long as she lived.'" I thought it 
hard to give her this view of her situation^ when 
she could not help it ; and, indeed, I Pondered at 
the whole of what he now said ; because, both in 
his " Rambler" and " Idler," he treats religious 
austerities with much solemnity of respect 

Finding him still persevering in his abstinence 
from wine, I ventured to speak to him of it. 
JoHNSOKr " Sir, I have no objection to a man's 
drinking wine, if he can do it in moderation. I 
found myself apt to go to excess in it, and there- 
fore, after having been for some time without it, on 
account of illness, I thought it better not to return 
to it Every man is to judge for himself, according 
to thiC effects which he experiences. One of the 
fathers tells us, he found fasting made him so 
peevish that he did not practise it" 
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Though he often enlarged upon the evil of in- 
toxicatkm, he was bj no means harsh and unfor- 
givii^ to those who indulged in occasional excess 
in wine. One of his friends ('), I well remember, 
came to sup at a tavern with him and some other 
gentlemen, and too plainly discovered that he had 
drunk too much at dinner. When one who loved 
mischief, thinking tb produce a severe censure, 
asked Johnson, a few days afterwards, " Well, Sir, 
what did your Mend say to you, as an apology for 
being in such a situation?" Johnson answered, 
*< Sir, he said all that a man should say : he said he 
was sorry for it." 

I heard him once give a very judicious practical 
advice upon the subject : << A man who has been 
drinking wine at all freely should never go into a new 
company. With those who have partaken of wine 
with him, he may be pretty well in unison ; but he 
will probably be offensive, or appear ridiculous, to 
other people." 

He allowed very great influence to education. " I 
do not deny, Sir, but tibere is some original difference 
in minds ; but it is nothing in comparison of what is 
formed by education* We may instance the science 
of nunU^ers^ which all minds are equally capable of 
attaining (^) : yet we find a prodigious difference in 

(1) Probably Mr. Boswell himself. — C. 

(2) This appears to be an ill-chosen illustration. It seems, 
on the contraiy, that there are few powers of mind so unequally 
giTen as those connected with numbers. The few who have 
them in any extraordinary degree, like Jedediah Buxton, and 
like the boys Bidder and Colbome, of our times, seem to have 
little other intellectual power. See accounts of Buxton in 
Gent. Mag. vol. xxi. p. 61. and voL xxiv. p. 251. — C. 

VOL. VI. F 



d by Google 



66 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 177e. 

the powers of different men, in that respect, after 
they are grown up, because their minds have been 
more or less exercised in it : and I think the same 
cause will explain the difference of excellence in 
other things, gradations admitting always some dif- 
ference in the first principles." 

This is a difficult subject ; but it is best to hope 
that diligence may do a great deal. We are sure 
of what it can do, in increasing our mechanical force 
and dexterity. 

I again visited him on Monday. He took occasion 
to enlarge, as he often did, upon the wretchedness of 
a sea-life. " A ship is worse than a gaol. There is, 
in a gaol, better air, better company, better conveni- 
ency of every kind ; and a ship Las the additional 
disadvantage of being in danger. When men come 
to like a sea-life, they are not fit to live on land.^' 
" Then," said 1, " it would be cruel in a father to 
breed his son to the sea.*' Johnson. " It would be 
cruel in a father who thinks as I do. Men go to sea, 
before they know the unhappiness of that way of life ; 
and when they have come to know it, they cannot 
escape from it, because it is then too late to choose 
another profession ; as indeed is generally the case 
with men, when they have once engaged in any par- 
ticulat way of life.* . 
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CHAPTER III. 

1776. 

EweurHon to Oxford with BosweU, — Ornamental Archie 
tecture. — Statuary. — Advice to Hypochondriacs. 

— '^ Anatomy of Melancholy*' — Dr, WethereU, — 
Br. Adams. — Conversation. — Bishop Home. — 
Walton's '' Lives" — Biography. — Dartineuf. — 
Gibbon. — Steele. — " Tristram Shandy.'' — Burke. 
— Blenheim. — Taverns and Inns. — Dyers "Fleece." 

— Grainger's " Sugar Cane." — Birmingham. — 
Legitimation. — Marriage. — Quakers. — Holidays. 
Nelson's " Festivals." — Mr. Boulton. — Lichfield 
and its Inhabitants. 

On Tuesday, 19th March, which was fixed for 
our proposed jaunt, we met in the morning at the 
Somerset coffee-house in the Strand, where we were 
taken up by the Oxford coach. He was accompa- 
nied by Mr. Gwyn, the architect ; and a gentleman^ Ji^cccc^^C 
of Merton college, whom he did not know, had the OiA.<yu u* 
fourth seat We soon got into conversation ; for it i^^^^ / 1. 
was very remarkable of Johnson, that the presence 



of a stranger had no restraint upon his talk. I 
observed that Garrick, who was about to quit the 
stage , would soon have an easier life. Johnson. 
^^Tcloubt that. Sir." Boswell. " Why, Sir, he 
will be Atlas with the burthen off his back." John- 
son. '^ But I know not, Sir, if he will be so steady 
witnout his load. However, he should never play 
any more, but be entirely the gentleman, and not 
»2 
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partly the player : he should no longer subject him- 
self to be hissed by a mob, or to be insolently 
treated by performers, whom he used to rule with 
a high handy and who would gladly retaliate." 
BoswELL. << I think he should play once a year for 
the benefit of decayed actors, as it has been said he 
means to do." Johnson. " Alas, Sir I he will soon 
be a decayed actor himself." 

Johnson expressed his disapprobation of orna- 
mental architecture, such as magnificent columns 
supporting a portico, or expensive pilasters sup- 
porting merely their own capitals, " because it con- 
sumes labour disproportionate to its utility." For 
the same reason he satirised statuary. " Painting," 
said he, *^ consumes labour not disproportionate to 
its efiect ; but a fellow will hack half a year at a 
block of marble to make something in stone that 
hardly resembles a man. The value of statuary is 
owing to its difficulty. You would not value the 
finest head cut upon a carrot" Here he seemed to 
me to be strangely deficient in taste (i) ; for surely 

(1) Dr. Johnson does not seem to have objected to orna- 
mental architecture or statuary oer se, but to labour dispropor- 
tionate to its utility or effect. In this view, his criticisms are 
just. The late style of building introduced into London, of 
^ colonnades and porticos, without any reeard to aspect, climate, 
or utility, is so absurd to reason, so offensiye to taste, and so 
adverse to domestic comfort, that it reconciles us to the short- 
lived materials of which these edifices are composed. It would 
have been well if we hacU aocording to Johnson's sober advice, 
thought it necessary tibat the <* magnificence qfporticoSf and 
the "expense of pilasters,** should have borne some degree of 
proportum to tneir utility Witii regard to " statuary," when it 
does ** preserve the vaneties or the numan frame," it deserves 
all that Mr. Boswell says for it: but Johnson's objection was 
dM it more frequently produced abortive failures, " hardlif 
r$$tmbling man.*^ — C. 
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stalaary is a noble art of imitation, and presei^yes s 
wonderful expression of the varieties of the hiunan 
frame; and alt^ugh it must foe allowed that the 
circumstances of difficulty enhance the value of a 
BHurfale hemAy we should eotisider, that if it requires 
Ifc long time in the performance, it has a propor- 
ttODftte value in durability. 

Gwyn was a fine lively rattling fellow. Dr. Johu- 
mh kept him in sul^ection^ but with a kindly au- 
thority. The spirit of the artist, however, rose against 
what he thou^t a Grothic attack, and he made a 
brisk defence. «' What, Sir, you will allow no value 
to beauty iil architecture or in statuary ? Why 
should we allow it then in writing ? Why do yeu 
take the trouble to give us so many fine allusions, 
and bright images, and elegant phrases ? You 
might convey a^ your instruction without these 
ornaments." Johnson smiled with complacency; 
but said, *^ Why, Sir, all these ornaments are useful, 
because they obtain an easier reception for truth ; 
but a buil(£iig is not at all more convenient for 
bdng decorated with superfluous carved work." 

Gwyn at last was lucky enough to make one 
refdy to Dr. Johnson, which he allowed to be ex- 
cellent Johnson censured him for taking down a 
church which might have stood many years> and 
building a new one at a different place, for no other 
reason but that there mi^t be a direct jroad to a new 
bridge ; and his expression was, ^< Yqu are taking a 
^UToh out ef the way, that the peo|de may go in a 
stvdght line to the bridge." " No, Sir, " said Gwyn, 
f I am putting the church in the way, that the 
V 3 
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people may not go out of the way^ Johnson (with 
a hearty loud laugh of approbation). ^' Speak no 
more. Rest your colloquial fame upon this." 

Upon our arrival at Oxford, Dr. Johnson and I 
went directly to University collie, but were disap* 
pointed on finding that one of the fellows, his friend 
Mr. Scott, who accompanied him from Newcastle 
to Edinburgh, was gone to the country. We put 
up at the Angel inn, and passed the evening by 
ourselves in easy and familiar conversation. Talk- 
ing of constitutional melancholy, he observed, — 
<< A man so afflicted. Sir, must divert distressing 
thoughts, and not combat with them." Boswell. 
*' May not he think them down. Sir?" Johnson. 
" No, Sir. To attempt to think them down is mad- 
ness. He should have a lamp constantly burning 
in his bed-chamber during the night, and if wake- 
fuily disturbed, take a book, and read, and compose 
himself to rest To have the management of the 
mind is a great art, and it may be attained in a con- 
siderable degree by experience and habitual exer- 
cise." BoswELL. " Should not he provide amuse- 
ment^ for himself? Would it not, for instance, be 
right for him to take a course of chemistry ?" John- 
son. <<Let him take a course of chemistry, or a 
course of rope-dancing, or a course of any thing to 
which he is inclined at the time. Let him contrive 
to have as many retreats for his mind as he can, 
as many things to which it can fly from itself. 
Burton's < Anatomy of Melancholy,' is a valuaUe 
work. It is, perhaps, overloaded with quotation. 
But there is a great spirit and great power ia 
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what Burton says, when he writes from his own 
mind." 

Next morning we visited Dr. Wetherell> master 
of University College, with whom Dr. Johnson con- 
ferred on the most advantageous mode of disposing 
of the books printed at the Clarendon press, on 
which subject his letter has been inserted in a former 
page. I often had occasion to remark, Johnson 
loved business, loved to have his wisdom actually 
operate on real life. Dr. Wetherell and I talked of 
him without reserve in his own presence. Wether- 
ell. ^' I would have given him a hundred guineas 
if be would have written a preface to his ' Political 
Tracts,' by way of a discourse on the British con- 
stitution.*' BoswELL. "Dr. Johnson, though in 
his writings, and upon all occasions, a great friend 
to the constitution, both in church and state, has 
never written expressly in support of either. There 
is really a claim upon him for both. I am sure he 
could give a volume of no great bulk upon each, 
which would comprise all the substance, and with 
his spirit would effectually maintain them. He 
should erect a fort on the confines of each." I 
could perceive that he was displeased with this dia- 
logue. He burst out, " Why should I be always 
writing ?" I hoped he was conscious that the debt 
was just, and meant to discharge it, though he dis- 
liked being dunned. 

We then went to Pembroke College, and waited 
on his old friend Dr. Adams, the master of it, whom 
I found to be a most polite, pleasing, communica- 
tive man. Before his advancement to the headship 
F 4 
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of his college, I had intended to go and visit him at 
Shrewsbury, where he was rector of St Chad's, in 
order to get from him what particuhurs he could re- 
collect of Johnson's academidd life. He now 
obligingly gave me part of that authentic inform- 
ation, which, with what I afterwards owed to his 
kindness, will be found incorporated in its proper 
place in this work. 

Dr. Adams had distinguished himaplf by an able 
Answer (i) to David Hume's " Essay on M irades.*' 
He told me he had once dined in company with 
Hume in London: that Hume shook hands with 
him, and said, '' You have treated me much better 
than I deserve ;" and that they exchanged visits. 
I took the liberty to object to treating an infidel 
writer with smooth civility. Where there is a con- 
troversy concerning a passage in a classic author, 
or concerning a question in antiquities, or any other 
subject in which human happiness is not deeply 
interested, a man may treat his antagonist with 
politeness and even respect But where the con- 
troversy is concerning the truth of religion, it is of 
such vast importance to him who maintains it, to 
obtain the victory, that the person of an opponent 
ought not to be spared. If a man firmly believes 
that religion is an invaluaUe treasure, he will con- 
sider a writer who endeavours to deprive mankind 
of it as a robber ; he will look upon him as odiauSf 
though the infidel might think himself in the right. 

(1) [This tract appetJ^ in 1750, and was repablishcd la 

1754.] 
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A robber who reasons as the gang do in the ** Beg- 
gar's Opera," who call themselves practical philoso* 
phers> and may have as much sincerity as pemiciouf 
qtecukxthe philosophers, is not the less an object ot 
just indignation. An abandoned prc^gate may 
think that it is not wrong to debauch my wife, but 
shall I, therefore, not detest him ? And if I catch 
him in making an attempt, shall I treat him with 
poHteness ? No, I will kick him down stairs, or run 
him through the body ; that is, if I really love my 
wife, or have a true rational notion of honour. An 
infidel then should not be treated handsomely by a 
Christian, merely because he endeavours to rob 
with ingenuity. I do declare, however, that I am 
exceedingly unwilling to be provoked to anger, and 
could I be persuaded that truth would not suffer 
from a cool moderation in its defenders, I should 
wish to preserve good humour, at least, in every 
controversy ; nor, indeed, do I see why a man should 
lose his temper while he does all he can to refute an 
opponent. I think ridicule may be fairly used 
against an infidel; for instance, if he be an ugly 
fellow, and yet absurdly vain of his person, we may 
contrast his appearance with Cicero's beautiful 
image of Virtue, could she be seen. Johnson coin- 
cided with me and said, ** when a man voluntarily 
engages in an important controversy, he is to do aU 
he can to lessen his antagonist, because authority 
from personal respect has much weight with most 
people, and often more than reasoning. If my an- 
ti^onist writes bad language, though that may not 
be essential to the question, I will attack him for his 
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bad language." Adams. << You would not jostle a 
chimney-sweeper." Johnson. " Yes, Sir, if it were 
necessary to jostle him down'* 

Dr. Adams told us, that in some of the colleges at 
Oxford, the fellows had excluded the students from 
social intercourse with them in the common room. 
Johnson. " They are in the right, Sir : there can be 
no real conversation, no fair exertion of mind amongst 
them, if the young men are by : for a man who has 
a character does not choose to stake it in their pre- 
sence." BoswELL. " But, Sir, may there not be very 
good conversation without a contest for superiority ? " 
Johnson. " No animated conversation (Q, Sir ; for 
it cannot be but one or other will come off superior. 
I do not mean that the victor must have the better of 
the argument, for he may take the weak side ; but 
his superiority of parts and knowledge will necessarily 
appear ; and he to whom he thus shows himself su- 
perior is lessened in the eyes of the young men. 
You know it was said, ' McUlem cum Sccdigero errare 
quant cum Clavio rede sapereJ In the same manner 
take Bentley's and Jason de Nores' Comments upon 
Horace (2), you 'will admire Bentley more when 
wrong, than Jason when right." 

We walked with Dr. Adams into the master's 
garden, and into the common room. Johnson (after 
a reverie of meditation). " Ay I here I used to play 

(1) See post, March sa 178S, his distinction between talk 
and conversation. -» C. 

(2) A learned Cypriot, who, when the Turks took Cypnit 
in 1570» retired into Italy, where he published several Italian 
and Latin works; among the latter was a *' Commentary on 
Horace's Art of Poetry.^ — . C. 
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«t draughts with Phil. Jones and Fludyer. Q) Jones 
ftoved beer, and did not get very forward in the 
church. Fludyer turned out a scoundrel (^), a whig, 
and said he was ashamed of having been bred at Ox- 
ford. He had a living at Putney ; and got under 
the eye of some retainers to the court at that time, 
and so became a violent whig ; but he had been a 
scoundrel all along, to be sure." Boswell. ** Was 
he a scoundrel, Sir, in any other way than that of 
being a political scoundrel? Did he cheat at 
draughts?" Johnson. " Sir, we- never played for 
money.** 

He then carried me to visit Dr. Bentham, canon 
of Christ Church, and divinity professor, with whose 
learned and lively conversation we were much pleased 
He gave us an invitation to dinner, which Dr. John- 
son told me was a high honour. '< Sir, it b a great 
thing to dine with the canons of Christ Church." 
We could not accept his invitation, as we were en- 
gaged to dine at University College. We had an ex- 
cellent dinner there, with the masters and fellows, it 
being St Cuthbert's day, which is kept by them as a 
festival, as he was a saint of Durham, with which this 
college is much connected. 

We drank tea with Dr. Home, late President of 
Magdalen College and Bishop of Norwich, of whose 
abilities in different respects the public has had 
eminent proofs, and the esteem annexed to whose 

(1) Fludyer entered within a month of Johnson's entrance. 
Jones must have been about a year their senior, having become 
M.A. March, 1734 Hall. 

(8) See j90sr, March 27. 1776, n. — C. 
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character was inCre^ed by knowing him personaliy. 
He had talked of publishing an ecBtion.of Walton's 
Lives, but had laid aside that design,, Tipoot Dr. John*- 
son's teUing luis; trdm jcnlstake, ;<^iat LcfrdHailes in^ 
tended to do it^ , I had wished to negotiate between 
Lord Hailes and him, that one or other should per- 
form s0 good a work. Johnson. " In order to do 
it well, it will be necessary to ooUeotall the editions 
of Walton's Lives. By way of ^dkpiing the bodL to 
the iaste of the present age, they have, in a liette 
edition,^ k^ out . a vision \diich he relates Dr. Donne 
had, but it should be restored (') ; and there should 
he a oriHoal catidogue given of the works of the dif- 
ferent persons whose Uvea werie wcitten by Walton j 
and therefore their works must be carefully read by 
the editor." 

We then went to Trinity College, where he in- 
troduced me to Mr. Thomas Warton, with \diom 
we. passed a part of the evening. We talked of 
bic^raphy. s Johnson. ** It is rarely well executed. 
Thjey only.wliO:li^e with a man can write his life 
with any genuine . exactness and discrimination ; 
and lew people .who have livted with a man know 
what to remark about him. The chaplain of a late 
bishop (^), whom I was to assist in writing some 

(1) The vision which Johnson speaks of was not in the 
original publication of Walton's «* Life of Dr. Donne," in 1640. 
It IS not fcmnd in the three earliest editions ; but was first in- 
troduced into the fourth, in 1765. I have not been able to dis- 
cover what modern republication is alluded to in which it was 
omitted. It has very properly been restored by Dr. Zouch. — 
J BoswxLL, jun. 

(2) The Bishop was Zachary Pearce, and the Chaplain, Mr« 
Derby. See ^wj^, iu6 May, 1777 — C. 
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memoirs of his lordship, could tell me scarcely any 

thing.'XO 

I said, Mr. Bobert Dodsl^*s life should be wnt* 
ten, as he had been so much connected with the 
wits of his time, and byi his lit^*ary merit had 
raised himself from the station of a footman* Mr. 
Warton said, he had published a little volume under 
the title of *' The Muse in Livery." Johnson. 
" I doubt whether Dodsley's brother would thank a 
man who should write his life ; yet Dodsley himself 
was not unwilling that his original low condition 
should be recollected. When Lord Lyttelton's 
< Dialogues of the Dead' came out, one of which is 
between Apicius, an ancient epicure, and Darti- 
neuf (2), a modem epicure, Dodsley said to me, < I 
icnew Dartineuf well, for I was once his footman.' " 

Biography led us to speak of Dr. John Campbell, 
who had written a considerate part of the << JBior 
graphia Britcmnica" Johnson, though he valued 
him highly, was of opinion that there was not so 

(1) It has been mentioned to me by an accurate English 
friend, that Dr. Johnson could never have used the phrase 
almost nothings »• Veing English ; and therefore I have put 
another in its At the same time, I am not quite con* 
vinced it is n^^ , good English. For the best writers use this 
phrase, **liitle or nothing,^ L e. almost so little as to be nothing. 

(2) This gentleman, whose proper name was Charles DarU 
iquenave (pronounced and commonly written Darteneuf), is 
now only recollected as a celebrated epicure; but he was a 
man of wit, pleasure, and political importance at the beginning 
of the last century — the associate of Swift, Pope, Addison, 
and Steele — a contributor to the Tatler, and a member of the 
Kit- Cat Club, of which collection his portrait is one of the besL 
He was Paymaster of the Board of Works, and Surveyor of 
the royal gardens; and died in 1737. It was suspected that 
he was a natural son of Charles the Second, by a foreign lady ; 
and his physiognomy seems to evidence a foreign origin. ^ C. 
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much in his great work, " A Political Survey of 
Great Britain/' as the world had been taught to 
expect (1); and had said to me that he believed 
Campbell's disappointment on account of the bad 
success of that work had killed him. He this even- 
ing observed of it, " That work was his death." 
Mr.Warton, not adverting to his meaning, answered, 
** I believe so, from the great attention he bestowed 
on it" Johnson. " Nay, Sir, he died of want of 
attention, if he died at all by that book." 
1 1 ^ ^u^ ,c. W® talked of a work much in vogue at that time, 



Ki^. 






written in a very mellifluous style, but which, under 
pretext of another subject, contained much artful 
;v C>. vA-; infidelity. I said it was not fair to attack us unex- 
^^ » " f pectedly ; he should have warned us of our danger, 

before we entered his garden of flowery eloquence, ^ 

by advertising, " Spring-guns and men-traps set ^* 

^ f* '^ here." The author had been an Oxonian, and was -^ 

remembered there for having " turned Papist" I ^C. 

V observed, that as he had changed several times — d 

,. ; / u^ o from the church of England to the church of Rome 7 

^x . / — from the church of Rome to infidelity, — I did ^-^ 

' not despair yet of seeing him a methodist preacher. >^ 

*" . ^ Johnson (laughing). "It is said that his range 

has been more extensive, and that he has once been 

y^ ' I , e^ • ^ Mahometan. However, now that he has published 

^ , / , ' his infidelity, he will probably persist in it* (2) 

ff Bos WELL. " I am not quite sure of that, Sir." 

(1) Tet mrely it is a very useful work, and of wonderful 
research and labour for one man to have executed. 

(%) As there can be no doubt that Gi bbon and his HistgqF-^ 
are the author and the work here alluded to, I once thouf^ 



X 
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I mentioned Sir Richard Steele having published 
his '^ Christian Hero>" with the avowed purpose of 
obliging himself to lead a religious life; yet that 
his conduct was by no means strictly suitable. 
Johnson. << Steele, I believe, practised the lighter 
vices." 

Mr. Warton, being engaged, could not sup with 
us at our inn ; we had therefore another evening bv 
ourselves. I asked Johnson whether a man's being 
forward to make himself known to eminent people^ 
and seeing as much of life, and getting as much in- 
formation as he could in every way, was not yet 
lessening himself by his forwardness. Johnson* 
<' No, Sir ; a man always makes himself greater aa 
he increases his knowledge." 

I censured some ludicrous fantastic dialogues be* 
tween two coach-horses, and other such stuff, which 
Baretti had lately published. He joined with me, 
and said, " Nothing odd will do long. < Tristram ^ir ."33 o . 
Shandy* did not last." I expressed a desire to be 
acquainted with a lady who had been much talked 



that some sceptical expressions in the celebrated 15th and 16th 
chairs might have prompted this sarcasm, but I am now 
inclined to suspect that it may have referred to some Oxford 
rumours of earlier infidelity. Gibbon, in his Memoirs, con- 
fesses that the erratic course of study, which finally led to his 
conversion to Popery, began at Oxford by a turn towards 
*< oriental learning and an inclination to study Arabic." <* His 
tutor," he adds, "discouraged this childish fancy." He com* 
plains, too, of the invidious whispers which were afterwards 
circulated in Oxford on the subjiect of his apostacy ; and as we 
may be certain that Johnson did not speak without a meaning 
I now believe that some whisper of this early inclination to 
Arabic learning and the language of the Koran may have 
reached Johnson^ and occasioned wis sarcasm. -.- C. 1885. 
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of, and universally celebrated for extraordinary ad- 
dress and insinuation, (i) Johnson. ** Never be- 
lieve extraordinary characters which you hear of 
people. Depend upon it, Sir, they are exaggerated. 
You do not see one man shoot a great deal higher 
than another." I mentioned Mr. Burke. John- 
son. <^ Yes, Bi^ke is an extraordinary man. His / 
stream of mind is perpetuaL" It is very pleasing ' 
to me to record, that Johnson's high estimation of 
the talents of this gentleman was uniform from their 
early acquaintance. Sir Joshua Reynolds informs 
me, that when Mr. Burke was first elected a member 
of parliament, and Sir John Hawkins expressed a 
wonder at his attaining a seat, Johnson said, ^^ Now 
we who know Mr. Burke, know that he will be one 
of the first men in the country." And once, when 
Johnson was ill^ and unable to exert himself as 
much as usual without fatigue, Mr. Burke having 
been mentioned, he said, " That fellow calls forth 
all my powers. Were I to see Burke now it would 
kill me." So much was he accustomed to consider 
.conversation as a contest, and such was his notion 
of Burke as an opponent 

Next morning, Thursday, 21st March, we set out 
in a postchaise to pursue our ramble. It was a de- 

(1) Margaret Caroline Rudd, a woman who lived with one 
of the brothers Perreau, who were about this time executed 
(Jan. 17. 1776) for a forgery. Her fame " for extraordinary 
address and insinuation " was probably very unfounded ; it arose 
from this : she betrayed her accomplices ; and they, in return, 
charged her witii being the real, author of the fovgery, and al- 
leged that they were dupes and instruments in her hands ; and, 
to support this allegation, they and their firiends, who were nu^ 
merous and respectable, exaggerated,, to the highest degree^ 
Mrs. Rudd*s supposed powers of address and fascination. — C^ 
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iightful day, and we rode through Blenheim park. 
When I looked at the magnificent bridge built by 
John Duke of Marlborough, over a small rivnle^ 
and recollected the epigram made (*) upon it — 

" The lofty arch his high ambition shows, 
The stream au emblem of his bounty flowt; *' 

and saw that now, by the genius of Brown, a 
magnificent body of water was collected, I said, 
' * Tliey have dtottmed the epigrajn." I observed 
to him, while in the midst of the noble scene around 
us, " You and I, Sir, have, I think, seen together 
the extremes of what can be seen in Britain — the 
wild rough bland of Mull, and Blenheim park." 

We dined at an excellent inn at Chapelhouse, 
where he expatiated on the felicity of England in 
its taverns and inns, and triumphed over the French 
for not having, in any perfection, the tavern life. 
" There is no private house," said he, " in which 
people can enjoy themselves so well, as at a capital 
tavern. Let there be ever so great plenty of good 
ihings, ever so much grandeur, ever so much ele- 
gance, ever so much desire thiat every body should 
be easy; in the nature of things it cannot be : there 
tnust always be some degree of care and anxiety. 
The master of the house is anxious to entertain his^ 
guests ; the guests are anxious to be agreeable to 
him ; and no man, but a very impudent dog indeed, 
^an as freely command what is in another man*s 
kouse, as if it were his own. Whereas, at a taverns 
there is a general freedom from anxiety. You are 

(1) ByPr. ETani.— €• 
VOL. vi. o 
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•ure you are welcome: and the more noise jam- 
make, the more trouble you give, the more good 
things you call for, the welcomer you are. No 
servants will attend you with the alacrity which 
waiters do, who are incited by the prospect of an 
immediate reward in proportion as they please* 
No, Sir ; there is nothing which has yet been coo- 
trived by man, by which so much happiness is pro- 
duced as by a good tavern or inn." Q) He then 
repeated, with great emotion, Shenstone's lines : 

** Whoever has traveird life's dull round, 
Where'er his stages may have been, 
May sigh to think he still has found 
The warmest welcome at an inn.''(<) 

My illustrious friend, I thought, did not suf* 
fieiently admire Shenstone. That ingenious and 
elegant gentleman's opisuon of Johnson appears in 

(1) Sir John Hawkins has preserved venr few memorabUia 
of Johnson. There is, however, to be found in his bulky tome 
a very excellent one upon this subject. ** In contradiction to 
those who^ havinff a wife and children, prefer domestic enjoy- 
ments to those which a tavern affords, I have heard him assert,. 
^kat a tavern chair wot the throne of human fsUcUy. < As soon^' 
said he, < as 1 enter the door of a tavern, I experience an 
oblivion of care, and a freedom from solicitude : when I am 
seated, I find the master courteous, and the servants obsequious 
to my call; anxious to know and ready to supply my wants: 
wine there exhilarate? my spirits, and prompts me to free con- 
versation and an interchange of discourse with those whom I 
most love : I dogm'^itise and am contradicted, and in this conflict 
of opinion and sentiments 1 find deliffht.*" 

(2) We happened to lie this night at the inn at Henley, 
where Shenstone wrote these lines ; which I five as they are 
found in the corrected edition of his works, published after his 
death. In Dodsley*s collection the stanza ran thus ; ^ 

** Whoe'er has trsveU'd life's duU round* 
Whate*er his voriou$ tour Mat been. 
May dgh to think Aow 4^ he found 
ifit wannest wctoooM at an taMb** , 
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one of his letters to Mr. Greaves, dated Feb. 9. 1760. 
« 1 have lately been reading one or two volumes of 
the Rambler; who, excepting against some few 
hardnesses in his manner, and the want of more 
examples to enliven, is one of the most nervous, 
most perspicuous, most concise, most harmonious 
prose writers I know. A learned diction improves 
by time." 

In the afternoon, as we were driving rapidly 
along in the postchaise, he said to me, " Life has 
not many things better than this." (') 

We stopped at Stratford-upon-Avon, and drank 
tea and coffee ; and it pleased me to be with him 
upon the classic ground of Shakspeare's native place. 

He spoke slightingly of Dyer's " Fleece." « The 
subject. Sir, cannot be made poetical. How can a 
man write poetically of serges and druggets ? Yet 
you will hear many people talk to you gravely of 
that excellent poem, ' The Fleece.* " Having talked 
of Grainger s " Sugar Cane," I mentioned to him 
Mr. Langton s having told me, that this poem, when 
read in manuscript at Sir Joshua Reynolds's, had 



(1) 
teli ho 



He loved, indeed, the very act of travellini^ and I cannot 

how far one might have taken him in a carriage before he 

would have wished for refreshment. He was thererore in some 
respects an admirable companion on the road, as he piqued 
himself upon feeline no inconvenience, and on despismg no 
acconmiooations. On the other hand, however, he en>ected no 
one else to feel any, and felt exceedingly inflamed with aneer if 
anv one complained of the rain, the sun, or the dust. << How,** 
sakl he, <<do other people bear them?" As for general un- 
easiness, or complaints of long confinement in a carriage, hs 
considered all lunentations on their account as prooft of an 
empty head, and a toneue desirous to talk without materials ot 
conversation. ** A miU that goes withoutffrist," said he, << is at 
good a companion as such creatures.** — Kozu. 
G 2 
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made all the assembled wits burst into a laugk, wkeiii 
after much blank-verse pomp^ the poet began a new 
paragraph thus : — 

" Now, Muse, let's sing of rats.** 
And what increased the ridicule was, that one of the 
company, who slyly overlopked the reader, perceived 
that the word had been originally mice, and had been 
altered to rats, as more dignified. (^) 

This passage does not appear in the printed work^ 
Dr. Grainger, or some of his friends, it should seem, 
having become sensible that introducing even rats, 
in a grave poem, might be liable to banter. He, 
however, could not bring himself to relinquish the 
idea; for they are thus, in a still more ludicrous 
manner, periphrastically exhibited in his poem as it 
now stands ; — 

(1) Such is this little laughable incident, which has been 
often related. Dr. Percy, the Bishop of Dromore, who was an 
intimate friend of Dr. Grainger, and has a particular regard 
for his memory, has communicated to me the following ex- 
planation : — 

** The passage in question was orisinaD j not liable to such a penrerrion : 
for the author haring occasion in that part of bis work to mention the 
haroclc made by rats and mice, had introduced the subject in a kind of 
mock-heroic, and a parodv of Homor's Battle of the Fn^ and Mice, in. 
yoking die muse of the old Grecian bard in an elegant and weU-tnmed 
manner. In that state I had seen it ; but afterwards, unknown to me and 
other friends, he had been persuaded, contrary to his own better judgment, 
to alter it, so as to produce the unlucky efibct abore mentioned.'* 

The abore was written by the Bishop when he had not the 
poem itself to recur to: and though the account given was true 
of it at one period, yet, as Dr. Grainger afterwaras altered the 
passage in question, the remarks in the text do not now applj 
to the printed poem. The Bishop gives this character of Dr. 
Grainger: — ** He was not only a man of genius and learning, 
but had many excellent virtues ; being one of the most gene- 
ymiB, friendly, and benevolent men I ever knew.** Dr. Johnson 
ssid to me^ *< Percy, Sir, was angry with me for laughing at the 
Sugar-ome : for be had a mmd to make a gTMt udmg of 
Grainger's rati.** . 
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M Nor with leM wart9 the whuker'd ▼ermin racc^ 
A countless clan, despoil the lowland cane." 

Johnson said, tkat Dr. Grainger was an agreeable 
man ; a man who would do any good that was in his 
power. Hb translation of Hbullus, he thought, was 
▼ery well done ; but << The Sugar Cane, a Poem/' 
did not please him(i); for, he exclaimed, << What 
could he make of a sugar cane ? One might as well 
write the * Parsley bed, a Poem ;' or < The Cabbage- 
garden, a Poem.' " Boswell. << You mu^t then 
pickle your cabbage with the 9al otHcumJ* John-* 
SON. << You know there is already < The Hop Garden, 
a Poem;' and I think, one could say a great deal 
about cabbage. The poem might begin with the 
advantages of civilised society over the rude state, ex- 
emplified by the Scotch, who had no cabbages till 
Oliver Cromwell's soldiers introduced them ; and one 
might thus show how arts are propagated by conquest, 
as they were by the Roman arms." He seem^'J to 
be much diverted with the fertility of his own fancy. 

I told him, that I heard Dr. Percy was writing the 
history of the wolf in Great Britain. Johnson. 
« The wolf. Sir ; why the wolf? Why does he not 
write of the bear, which we had formerly ? Nay, it 
is said that we had the beaver. Or why does he not 
write of the gray rat, the Hanover rat^ as it is called, 
because it is said to have come into this country about 
the time that the family of Hanover came ? I should 
like tosee < 7%€ ffiOoryoftke Gray Bat, hy Thofnas 

(1) [Tet Dr. Johnson sent a Teiy friendly review of the 
X Sugar Cane** to the London Chronicle of July 5. 1764. «— 
Cbambsbs.] 

O 8 
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Percy f D.D,y Chaplain in Ordinary to His Mctjesty^ 
(laughing immoderately). Boswell. ^'lamafriud 
a court chaplain could not decently write of the gray 
rat." Johnson. <' Sir, he need not give it the name 
of the Hanover rat" Thus could he indulge a lux- 
uriant sportive imagination, when talking of a friend 
whom he loved and esteemed. 

He mentioned to me the singular history of an in- 
genious acquaintance. <^ He had practbed physic 
in various situations with no great emolument. A 
West India gentleman, whom he delighted by his 
conversation, gave him a bond for a handsome annuity 
during his life, on the condition of his accompanying 
him to the West Indies, and living with him there 
lor two years. He accordingly embarked with the 
gentleman ; but upon the voyage fell in love with a 
young woman who happened to be one of the pas- 
sengers, and married the wench. From the impru- 
dence of his disposition he quarrelled with the gen- 
tleman, and declared he would have no connexion 
with him. So he forfeited the annuity. He settled as a 
physician in one of the Leeward Islands. A man was 
sent out to him merely to compound his medicines. 
This fellow set up as a rival to him in his practice of 
physic, and got so much the better of him in the 
opinion of the people of the island, that he carried 
away all the business, upon which he returned to 
England, and soon after died." 

On Friday, 22d March, having set out eariy from 
Henley, where we had lain the preceding night, we 
arrived at Birmingham about nine o'clock, and after 
breakfast went to call on his old schoolfellow^ Mr» 
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Hector. A very stupid maid, who opened the door, 
told us that <' her master was gone out ; he was gone 
to the country ; she could not tell when he would 
return. " In short, she gave us a miserable recep- 
tion ; and Johnson observed, ^< She would have be- 
haved no better to people who wanted him in the 
way of his profession." He sdd to her, " My name 
is Johnson ; tell him I called. Will you remember 
the name ? " She answered wit^ rustic simplicity. 
In the Warwickshire pronunciation, << I don't under- 
stand you. Sir." « Blockhead," swd he, « 111 write." 
I never heard the word blockhead applied to a wo- 
man before, though I do not see why it should not, 
when there is evident occasion for it Q) He, how- 
ever, made another attempt to make her understand 
him, and roared loud in her ear, *^ Jf^hnson^* and 
then she catched the sound. 

We next called on Mr. Lloyd, one of the people 
called Quakers. He too was not at home, but Mrs. 
Lloyd was, and received us courteously, and asked 
us to dinner. Johnson said to me, ^< After the un- 
certainty of all human things at Hector's, this in- 
vitation came very well." We walked about the 
town, and he was pleased to see it increasing. 



(1) My worthy friend Mr. Langton, to whom I am under 
Innumerable obheations in the course of my Johnsonian His- 
tory, has furnished me with a droll illustration of this question. 
An honest carpenter, after giving some anecdote, in his pre- 
sence, of the lU treatment which he had received from a 
clergyman's wife, who was a noted termi^y^t, and whom he 
accused of unjust dealing in some transaction with him, added, 
** I took care to let her know what I thought of her.** And 
being asked, << What did you say ? ** answered, ** I told her die 
«B8 a scoundrgl" 

G 4 
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I talked of legitimation by subsequent marriagei 
which obtained in the Roman law, and still obtains 
in the law of Scotland. Johnson. << I think it a 
bad thing (1), because the chastity of women being 
of the utmost importance, as all property depends* 
upon it, they who forfeit it should not have any 
possibility of being restored to good character; nor 
should the children, by an illicit connection, attain 
the full right of lawful children, by the posterior 
consent of the offending parties." His opinion up-* 
on this sul]ject deserves consideration. Upcm Ms 
principle there may at times be a hardship, and 
seemingly a strange one, upon individuals ; but the 
general good of society is better secured. And, 
after all, it is unreasonable in an individual to repine 
thai he has not the advantage of a state which is 
made different from his own, by the social institu-^ 
tion under which he is born. A woman does not 
complain that her brother who is younger than hei; 
gets their common father's estate. Why then should 
a natural son complain that a younger brother, by 
the same parents lawfully begotten, gets it ? The 
operation of law is similar in both cases. Beside8», 
an illegitimate son, who has a younger legitimate 
brother by the same father and mother, has no 

(1^ Is it not surprising and disgraceful that in a cirilised 
enipure like ours, so important a principle as the state of mar* 
riage^ which is the foundation of our whole civil constitution* 
should be to this hour vague, obscure, and contradictory? Ona 
law for England— a different one, or rather none at idl, for Ire- 
land—and for Scotland the monstrous doctrine mentioned in 
tha text. It is to be hoped that Mr. Peel» who has done so- 
much towards rationaliang our law on other subjects, wiU sett 
tka Beeetsitj of doing something similar on this most important^ 
one.— C, isao. 
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Stronger daim to the fisther's estate, than H that 
legitimate brother had only the same father, from, 
whom akme the estate descends. 

Mr. Lloyd joined us in the street ; and in a little 
while we met friend Hector, as Mr. Lloyd called 
him. It gave me pleasure to observe the joy which 
Johnson and he expressed on seeing each other 
again. Mr. Lloyd and I left them together, while 
he obligingly showed ipe some of the manufactures- 
of this very curious assemblage of artificers. We 
all met at dinner at Mr. Lloyd's, where we were 
entertained with great hospitality. Mr. and Mrs. 
Lloyd had been married the same year with their 
migesties, and, like them, had been blessed with a 
numerous family of fine children, their numbers 
being exactly the same. Johnson said, ^ Marriage i 
is the best state for man in general ; and every man 
is a worse man, in proportion as he is unfit for the ' 
married state." 

I have always loved the simplicity of manners, 
and the spiritual-mindedness, of the quakers ; and 
talking with Mr. Lloyd, I observed, that the essei^ 
tial part of religion was piety, a devout intercourse 
with the Divinity; and that many a man was a 
quaker without knowing it. 

As Dr. Johnson had said to me in the morning, 
while we walked together, that he liked individuals 
among the quakers, but not the sect ; when we were 
at Mr. Lloyd's, I kept clear of introducing any 
questions concerning the peculiarities of their faith. 
But I having asked to look at Baskerville's edition of 
^ Barclay's Apology," Johnson laid hold of it; and 
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t}»'>^ chapter od baptism happening to open, Johnson 
remarked, '^ He says there is neither precept nor 
practice for baptism in the scriptures ; that b false.** 
Here he was the aggressor, by no means in a gentle 
manner ; and the good quakers had the advantage 
of him ; for he had read negligently, and had not 
observed that Barclay speaks of infcmt baptism; 
which they calmly made him perceive. Mr. Lloyd, 
fiowevery was in a great mistake ; for when insist- 
ing that the rite of baptism by water was to cease, 
when the spiritual administration of Christ began, 
he maintained that John the Baptist said, << My 
baptism shall decrease, but his shall increase." 
Whereas the words are, ** He must increase, but I 
must decrease*' [ch. iii. v. 30]. 

One of them having objected to the " observance 
of days, and months, and years,'* Johnson answered, 
^ The church does not superstitiously observe days, 
merely as days, but as memorials of important facts. 
Christmas might be kept as well upon one day of 
the year as another ; but there should be a stated 
day for commemorating the birth of our Saviour, 
because there is danger that what may be done on 
any day will be neglected." 

He said to me at another time, <^ Sir, the holidays 
observed by our church are of great use in religion." 
There can be no doubt of this in a limited sense, I 
mean if the number of such consecrated portions 
of time be not too extensive. The excellent Mr. 
Nelson's " Festivals and Fasts," which has, I under- 
stand, the greatest sale of any book ever printed in 
^ England, except the Bible, is a most valuable help 
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to devotion : and in addition to it I would recom- 
mend two sermons on the same subject, by Mr.Pott» 
Archdeacon of St. Alban's, equally distinguished for 
pietj and elegance. I am sorry to have it to say, 
that Scotland is the only Christian country, ca« 
tholic or protestant, where the great events of our 
religion are not solemnly commemorated by its 
ecclesiastical establishment, on days set apart for 
the purpose. 

Mr. Hector was so good as to accompany me to 
see the great works of Mr.Boulton, at a place which 
he has called Soho, about two miles from Birming- 
ham, which the very ingenious proprietor showed me 
himself to the best advantage. I wished Johnson 
had been with us : for it was a scene which I should 
have been glad to contemplate by his light The vast- 
ness and the contrivance of some of the machinery 
would have ** matched his mighty mind.*' I shall 
never forget Mr. Boulton's expression to me, " I 
sell here. Sir, what all the world desires to have — 
Power." He had about seven hundred people at 
work. I contemplated him as an iron chiefiainy 
and he seemed to be a father to his tribe. One of 
them came to him, complaining grievously of his 
landlord for having distrained his goods. '* Your 
landlord is in the right, Smith (said Boulton). 
But I'll tell you what: find you a friend who will 
lay down one half of your rent, and 111 lay down 
the other half; and you shall have your goods 
again." 

From Mr. Hector I now learnt many particulars 
of Dr. Johnson's early life, which, with others that 
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he gare me at cKfferent times since, have contributed 
to the formatk>n of this work. 

Dr. Johnson said to me in the morning, << You 
will see, Sir, at Mr. Hector's, his sister, Mrs. Careless, 
a clergyman's widow. She was the first woman with 
whom I was in lore. It dropped out of my head 
imperceptibly; but she and I shall always have a 
kindness for each other." He laughed at the notion 
that a man can never be really in love but once, 
and considered it as a mere romantic fancy. 

On our return from Mr. Boulton's, Mr. Hector 
took me to his house, where we found Johnson sitting 
placidly at tea, with hisjirst hve; who, though now 
advanced in years, was a genteel woman, very agree- 
able and well-bred. 

Johnson lamented to Mr. Hector the state of 
one of their schoolfellows, Mr. Charles Congreve, 
a clergyman, which he thus described : " He ob- 
tained, I believe, considerable preferment in Ireland, 
but now lives in London, quite as a valetudinarian, 
afiraid to go into any house but his own. He takes 
a short airing in his postchdse every day. He 
has an elderly woman, whom he calls cousin, who 
lives with him> and jogs his elbow when his glass 
has stood too long empty, and encourages him in 
drinking, in which he is very willing to be encour* 
aged ; not that= he gets drunk, for be is a very piout 
man, but he is always muddy. He confesses to one 
bottle of port every day, and he probably drinks 
more. He is quite unsocial; his conversation is 
quite monosyllabical ; and when, at my last visit, I 
a#ked him what o'clock it was? that signal of my 



d by Google 



Atat.67. I.ICHF1BLI>. 98 

d^ariure had so pleasing an effect on him, that he 
sprung up to look at his watch, like a greyhoimd 
bounding at a hare." When Johnson took leave of 
Mr. Hector, he said, " Don't grow Hke Congreve ; 
nor let me grow like him, when you are near me." 

When he again talked of Mrs. Careless to-night» 
he seemed to have his affection revived; for he 
said, <* If I had married her, it oiight have been as 
happy for me." Bosweli^. " Piay> Sir, do you not 
suppose that there are fifty won en in the world, 
with any one of whom a man may be as happy, as 
with any one woman in particular?'' Johnson; 
« Ay, Sir, fifty thousand." Boswell. « Then, Sir, 
you are not of opinion with some who imagine that 
certain men and certain women are made for each 
other ; and that they cannot be happy if they miss 
their counterparts." Johnson. " To be sure not, ' 
Sir. I believe marriages would in general be as '< 
happy, and often more so, if they were all made by 
the lord chancellor, upon a due consideration of the 
characters and circumstances, without the parties 
having any choice in the matter." Q) 

I wbhed to have staid at Birmingham to-night, to 
have talked more with Mr. Hector; but my friend was 
impatient to reach his native city ; so we drove on 
that stage in the dark, and were long pensive and 
mlent. When we came within the focus of the Lich- 
field lampsv *' Now," said he, " we are getting out of 
a state of death." We put up at the Three Crowns^ 
not one of the great inns, but a good old-fashioned 

^1) Yet see aiU^ Vol. TIL p. 110.— C. 
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one, which was kept by Mr. Wilkins, and was the 
very next house to that in which Johnson was 'bom 
and brought up, and which was still hb own pro- 
perty. (^) We had a comfortable supper, and got 
into high spirits. I felt all my toryism glow in this 
old capital of Staffordshire. I could have offered 
incense genio loci ; and I indulged in libations of tha^ 
ale, which Boniface, in << The Beaux Stratagem, 
recommends with such an eloquent jollity. 

Next morning he introduced me to Mrs. Lucy 
Porter, his step-daughter. She was now an old maid^ 
with much simplicity of manner. She had never 
been in London. Her brother, a captain in the navy, 
had lefk her a fortune of ten thousand pounds ; about 
a third of which she had laid out in building a stately 
house, and making a handsome garden, in an elevated 
situation in Lichfield. Johnson, when here by him- 
self, used to live at her house. She reverenced him, 
and he had a parental tenderness for her. 

We then visited Mr. Peter Garrick, who had that 
morning received a letter from his brother David, 
announcing our coming to Lichfield. He was en- 
gaged to dinner, but asked us to tea, and to sleep at 
his house. Johnson, however, would not quit his 
old acquaintance Wilkins of the Three Crowns. The 
family likeness of the Garricks was very striking ; 
and Johnson thought that David's vivacity was not 
so peculiar to himself as was supposed. << Sir," said 

(1) I went through the house where my illustrious friend 
was bom, with a reverence with which it doubtless will long be 
visited. An enflraved view of it, with tne adjacent buildings^ 



is in the « GenUeiluui*8 Magazine" for Februuy, 1785. [m 
also the title-page of Vol. I. of this edition.] 
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he, << I doD*t know but if Peter had cultivated all the K ' ^ 
arts of gaiety as much as David has done, he might 
have been as brisk and lively. Depend upon it, Sir, 
vivacity is much an art(i), and depends greatly on 
habit'' I believe there is a good deal of truth in 
this, notwithstanding a ludicrous story told me by a 
lady abroad, of a heavy German baron, who had 
lived much with the young English at Geneva, and 
was ambitious to be as lively as they ; with which 
view, he, with assiduous exertion, was jumping over 
the tables and chairs in his lodgings ; and when the 
people of the house ran in and asked, with surprise 
what was the matter, he answered, <^ Sh* apprens 

We dined at our inn, and had with us a Mr. 
Jackson (^), one of Johnson's schoolfellows, whom 
he treated with much kindness, though he seemed to 
be a low man, dull and untaught. He had a coarse 
gray coat, black waistcoat, greasy leather breeches, 
and a yellow uncurled wig ; and his countenance had 
the ruddiness which betokens one who is in no haste 
to << leave hb can." He drank only ale. He had tried 
to be a cutler at Birmingham, but had not succeeded ; 

(1) It appears that quite a contrary conclusion might be 
drawn from the premises ; for the liveliness of the Garrick 
family was. obviously natural and hereditary, and (except per* 
haps m degree) independent of art or habit. The family was of 
French extraction, and preserved the vivacity of their original 
race. — C. 

(2) This person's name was Henry. See po%U Sept. 1. 1777. 
The << scheme for dressing leather** renders it probable that b« 
was related to the Thomas Jackson, mentionnl, aral^ VoL I. 
p. S2., by Mr. Boswell as a servant, and by Mrs. Piozzi as a 
Vforkman (in truth, probably, a partner) of old Mr. Johnson*^ 
about the time when the failure of some scheme for dreuhg 
leather or parchment accelerated his bankruptcy. — C. 
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and now he lived poorly at home, and had some 
scheme of dressing leather in a better manner than 
common ; to his indistinct account of which, Dr. 
Johnson listened with patient attention, that he might 
assist him with his advice. Here was an instance of 

; genuine humanity and real kindness in this great 
man, who has been most unjustly represented as alto- 
geifeher harsh and destitute of tenderness. A thousand 
fiuch instances might have been recorded in the course 
of his long life ; though that his tenxper was warm 
and hasty, and his manner often rough, cannot be 
denied. 

I saw here, for the first time, oat die ; and oa 
cakes, not hard as in Scotland, but soft like a York 
shire cake, were served at breakfast. It was pleasant 
to me to find, that " ocUSy* the ^^food of horses^** 
were so much used as the food of the people in Dr. 
Johnson's own town. He expatiated in praise of 

/ Lichfield and its inhabitants, who, he said, were << the 
most sober, decent people in England, the genteelest 
in proportion to their wealth, and spoke the purest 
En^h." I doubted as to the last article of this 
eulogy ; for they had several provincial sounds ; as, 
iherey pronounced like ^ear, instead of likeyatr ; once 
pronounced woonscy instead oftounse or wonse. John- 
son himself never got entirely free of those provincial 
accents. Garrick sometimes used to take him o% 

I squeezing a lemon into a punch-bowl, with uncouth i 

I gesticulations, looking round the company, and calling I 
out, " Who's for poonsh " (i) ? ' 

'1) Garrick himself, like the Lichfieldians, always laiclt 
j^ lpremef Mttpmor.;— Burmkt. — This is still the vul^ pro- 
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Very little business appeared to be going forward 
in Lichfield. I found, however, two strange nmnu- 
factures for so inland a place, sail-cloth and streamers 
for ships ; and I observed them making some saddle- 
cloths, and dressing sheep-skins ; but upon the whole, 
the busy hand of industry seemed to be quite slack- 
ened. " Surely, Sir," said I, " you are an idle set of 
people." " Sir," said Johnson, " we are a city of 
philosophers ; we work with our heads, and make the 
boobies of Birmingham work for us with their hands." 
There was at this time a company of players per- 
forming at Lichfield. The manager, Mr. Stanton, 
sent his compliments, and begged leave to wait on | 
Dr. Johnson. Johnson recei>ed him very courteously, j 
and he drank a glass of wine with us. He was a s 
plain, decent, well-behaved man, and expressed his 
gratitude to Dr. Johnson for having once got him 
permission from Dr. Taylor at Ashbourne to play 
there upon moderate terms. Garrick's name was 
soon introduced. Johnson. " Garrick's conv ersatio n 
is gay and grotesque. It is a dish of all sorts, but 
all good things. There is no solid meat in it : there 
is a want of sentiment in it Not but that he has sen- 
timent sometimes, and sentiment too very powerful 
and very pleasing : but it has not its full proportion 
in his conversation." 



nunciation of Ireland, where the pronunciation of the English 
language by those who have not expatriated is doubtless that 
which generally prevailed in England in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth. — M. — " Shupreme*' and " shuperior'* are incorrect f 
yet eyery one says **shure'* and "shugar" for "sure** and 
«*«w^ar.'*^— C. 

VOL. VI. H 
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When we were by ourselves he told me, " Forty 
years ago, Sir, I was in love with an actress here, 
Mrs. Emmet, who acted Flora, in * Hob in a Well.' " 
What merit this lady had as an actress, or what was 
her figure, or her manner, I have not been informed ; 
but, if we may believe Mr. Garrick, his old master's 
taste in theatrical merit was by no means refined ; 
he was not an elegans formarum spectator. Garrick 
used to tell, that Johnson said of an actor, who 
played Sir Harry Wildair at Lichfield, " There is a 
courtly vivacity about the fellow ; " when, in fact, 
according to Garrick's account, " he was the most 
vulgar ruffian that ever went upon hoards** 

We had promised Mr. Stanton to be at his theatre 
on Monday. Dr. Johnson jocularly proposed to me 
to write a prologue for the occasion : " A Prologue, 
by James Boswell, £sqr. from the Hebrides." I was 
really inclined to take the hint. Methought, " Pro- 
logue, spoken before Dr. Samuel Johnson, at Lich- 
field, 1776," would have sounded as well as "Pro- 
logue, spoken before the Duke of York at Oxford," 
in Charles the Second's time. Much might have 
been said of what Lichfield had done for Shak- 
speare, by producing Johnson and Garrick.*^But I 
found he was averse to it. 

We went and viewed the museum of Mr. Richard 
Green, apothecary here, who told me he was proud 
of being a relation of Dr. Johnson's. It was, truly, 
a wonderful collection, both of antiquities and na- 
tural curiosities, and ingenious works of art. He 
had all the articles accurately arranged, with their 
names upon labels, printed at his own little press ; 

"^ ^. l^a.-t amH t-w.- ^ ^ * Li^i /^< /!«-.-£ ywfc-'i , 
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and on the staircase leading to it was a board, with 
the ntenes of contributors marked in gold letters. 
A printed catalogue of the collection was to be had 
at a bookseller's. Johnson expressed his admiration 
of the activity and diligence a»d good fortune of 
Mr. Green^ in getting togediei^, in his situation, so 
great a variety of things ; and Mr. Green told me 
that Johnson once said to him, ** Sir, I should as 
soon have thought of building a man of war, as of 
collecting such a museum." Mr. Green's obliging 
alacrity in showing it was very pleasing. His en* 
graved portrait, with which he has favoured me, has 
a motto truly characteristical of his disposition^ 
'* Nemo sibi vivat." 

A physician being mentioned who had lost his 
practice, because his whimsically ohanging his re • 
ligion had made people distrustful of him, I maia 
tained that this was unreasonable, as religion is un» 
connected with medical skill. Johnson. << Sir, it 
is not unreasonable ; for when people see a man 
absurd in what they understand, they may conclude 
the same of him in what they do not understand. 
If a physician were to take to eating of horseflesh, 
nobody would employ him ; though one may eat 
horseflesh, and be a very skilful physician. If a 
man were educated in an absurd religion, his con- 
tinuing to profess it would not hurt him, though his 
changing to it would. Q)** 

(1 ) FothergiU, a quaker, and Schombere, a Jew, had the grea^* 
est practice of any two physicians of their time. — Bubkxt. — 
Mr. D'Israeli thinks it possible, that Ralph Schomberg (the 
second son of Dr. Meyer Schomberg, the person mentioned 
by Dr. Bumey), was the person alluded to in the text. Ralph 

H 2 
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We dra&k tea and coffee at Mr. Peter Garrick's. 
where was Mrs. Aston, one of the maiden sisters of 
Mrs. Walmesley, wife of Johnson's first friend, and 
sister also of the lady of whom Johnson used to speak 
with the warmest admiration, by the name of Molly 
Aston, who was afterwards married to Captain 
Brodie of the navy. 



iSchomberg was driven firom practice and out of aodetj, for some 
dishonest tampering with the fimds of an boipital, with which 
he wai connected. — C* 



d by Google 



101 



CHAPTER IV. 

1776. 



IMfield.^ Peter Garrick. — Death of Mr. ThrMf 
<mly San. — Shakspeare's Mulberry^tree. — Lord Bute^ 

— Marriage, — Questioning, — Sir Fletcher Norton, 
^Ashbourne, — Dr. Taylor. — ^^ Old Men putting 
themselves to nurse." — '^ // Palmerino ^ InghiUerra." 

— Ingratitude, — Mr. Wedderbume, — " Marrying 
/or LofjeJ* — Dr, James. — Melancholy. — Captain 

Cook. — Omai, — Character of a Soldier. — Good 
humour of ancient Philosophers, — Public Schools, — 
English Universities, — Libels on the Dead, 

On Sunday, March 24., we breakfasted with Mrs, 
Cobb, a widow lady, who lived in an agreeable se- 
questered place close by the town, called the Friary, 
it having been formerly a religious house. She and 
her niece. Miss Adey, were great admirers of Dr. 
Johnson ; and he behaved to them with a kindness 
and easy pleasantry, such as we see between old 
and intimate acquaintance. He accompanied Mrs. 
Cobb to St. Mary's Church, and I went to the ca- 
thedral, where I was very much delighted with the 
music, finding it to be peculiarly solemn, and ac- 
cordant with the words of the service. 

We dined at Mr. Peter^Gw^ck's, who was in a 
very lively humour, and verified Johnson's saying, 
that if he had cultivated gaiety as much as his bro- 
ker David, he might have equally excelled in it 
He^was to-day quite a London narrator, telling us 
k, variety of anecdotes with that earnestness and at« 
H 3 
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tempt at mimicry which we usually find in the wits 
of the metropolis. Dr. Johnson went with me to 
the cathedral in the afternoon. It was grand and 
pleasing to contemplate this illustrious writer, now 
full of fame, worshipping in ^< the solemn temple *" 
of his native city. 

I returned to tea and cofiee at Mr. Peter Garrick's^ 
and then found Dr. Johnson at the Reverend Mr. 
Seward's, canon residentiary, who inhalHted the 
bishop's palace, in which Mr. Walmei^y lived, and I 
which had been the scene of many happy hours in | 
Johnson's early life. Mr. Seward had, with eccle* 
siastical hospitality and politeness, asked me in the 
morning, merely as a stranger, to dine with him ; 
and in the afternoon, when I was introduced to him» 
he asked Dr. Johnson and me to spend the evening, 
and sup with him. He was a genteel, well-bred, 
dignified clergyman, had travelled with Lord Charles 
fitzroy, uncle of the present Duke of GraflUm, who 
died when abroad> and he had lived much in the 
great world. He was an ingenious and literary man, 
had published an edition of Beaumont and Retcher, 
and written verses in Dodsley's collection. His lady 
was the daughter pf Mr. Hunter, Johnson's first 
schoolmaster. And now, for the first time, I had 
the pleasure of seeing his celebrated daughter^ Miss 
Anna Seward.* to whom I have since been indebted 
for inany civilities, as well as some obliging corn* 
municatioQs concerning Johnson. 

Mr. Seward mentioned to us the observations 
which he had made upon the strata of earth in vd- 
eanoa, from which it appeared, that they were so 
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Very different in depth at different periods, that no 
calculation whatever could be made as to the time 
required for their formation. This fully refuted an 
anti-mosaical remark introduced into Captain Bry- 
done's entertaining tour('), I hope heedlessly, from 
a kind of vanity which is too common in those who 
have not sufficiently studied the most important of 
all subjects. Dr. Johnson, indeed, had said before, 
independent of this observation, " Shall all the ac- 
cumulated evidence of the history of the world — 
shall the authority of what is unquestionably the 
most ancient writing, be overturned by an uncertain 
remark such as this? ** 

On Monday, March 25., we breakfasted at Mrs. 
Lucy Porter's. Johnson had sent an express to Dr. 
Taylor s, acquainting him of our being at Lichfield, 
and Taylor had returned an answer that his post- 
chaise should come for us this day. While we sat 
at breakfast, Dr. Johnson received a letter by the 
postj which seemed to agitate him very much. When 
he had read it, he exclaimed, << One of the most 
dreadful things that has happened in my time." The 
phrase my time, like ^e word age, is usually under- 
stood to refer to an event of a public or general 
nature. I imagined something like an assassination 
of the king — like a gunpowder piot carried into exe- 
cution — or like another fire of London. When 
asked, « What is it. Sir ? " he answered, « Mr. Thrale 
has lost his only son I " This was, no doubt, a very 
great affliction to Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, which their 

(1) In Sidly and Malta. — C 
H 4 
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friends would consider accordingly ; but from the 
manner in which the intelligence of it was communi- 
cated by Johnson, it appeared for the moment to be 
comparatively small. I, however, soon felt a sincere 
concern, and was curious to observe how Dr. John- 
son would be affected. He said, " This is a total 
extinction to their family, as much as if they were 
sold into captivity.*' Upon my mentioning that Mr. 
Thrale had daughters, who might inherit hb wealth : 
" Daughters," said Johnson, warmly^ "he *11 no more 
value his daughters than — ** I was going to speak. 
" Sir," said he, " don't you know how you yourself 
think ? Sir, he wishes to propagate his name." In 
short, I saw male succession strong in his mind, 
even where there was no name, no family of any 
long standing. I said, it was lucky he was not pre- 
sent when this misfortune happened. Johnson. 
" It is lucky for me* People in distress never think 
you feel enough." Boswell. " And, Sir, they will 
have the hope of seeing you, which will be a relief 
in tlie mean time ; and when you get to them, the 
pain will be so far abated, that they will be capable^ 
of being consoled by you, which, in the first vio- 
lence of it, I believe, would not be the case." John- 
son. "No, Sir ; violent pain of mind, like violent pain 
of body, must be severely fslt." Boswell. "I own., 
Sir, I have not so much feeling for the distress of 
others, as some people have, or pretend to have : 
but I know this, that I would do aU in my power to 
relieve them." Johnson. " Sir, it is affectation to 
pretend to feel the distress of others as much as they 
do themselves. It is equally so, as if one should 
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pretend to feel as much pain while a friend's leg is 
cutting off, as he does. No, Sir; you have expressed 
the rational and just nature of sympathy. I would 
have gone to the extremity of the earth to have 
preserved this boy." 

He was soon quite calm. The letter was from 
Mr. Thrale*s clerk; and concluded, ** I need not say 
4iow much they wish to see you in London." He 
said, " We shall hasten back from Taylor's." 

Mrs. Lucy Porter and some other ladies of the 
place talked a great deal of him when he was out of 
the room, not only with veneration but affection. 
It pleased me to find that he was so much beloved 
in his native city. 

Mrs. Aston, whom I had seen the preceding nighty 
and her sister, Mrs. Gastrel, a widow lady, had each 
a house, and garden, and pleasure-ground, prettily 
situated upon Stowhill, a gentle eminence, adjoining 
to Lichfield. Johnson walked away to dinner there, 
leaving me by myself without any apology ; I won- 
dered at this want of that facility of manners, from 
which a man has no difficulty in carrying a friend 
to a house where he is intimate ; I felt it very un- 
pleasant to be thus left in solitude in a country town, 
where I was an entire stranger, and began to think 
myself unkindly deserted ; but I was soon relieved, 
and convinced that my friend, instead of being de- 
ficient in delicacy, had conducted the matter with 
perfect propriety, for I received the following note 
in his handwriting : — 

*' Mrs. Gastrel, at the lower house on Stowhill^ de- 
sires Mr. Boswell's company to dinner nt two." * 
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I accepted of the invitation, and had here another 
proof how amiable his character was in the opinion 
of those who knew him best. I was not informed, 
till afterwards, that Mrs. Gastrel's husband was the 
clergyman who, while he lived at Stratford-upon 
Avon, where he was proprietor of Shakspeare*s garden, 
with gothic barbarity cut down his mulberry-tree('), 
and, as Dr. Johnson told me, did it to vex his neigh- 
bours. His lady, I have reason to believe, on the 
same authority, participated in the guilt of what the 
enthusiasts of our immortal bard deem almost a spe* 
cies of sacrilege. 

After dinner Dr. Johnson wrote a letter to Mrs. 
Thrale, on the death of her son : — 

IjtCTEa244. TO MRS. THRALE. 

« Lichfield, March 25. 1776. 

*' Dear Madam^ — This letter will not^ I hope, reach 
you many days before me ; in a distress which can be 
so little relieved, nothing remains for a friend but to 
come and partake it. 

^' Poor, dear, sweet, little boy ! When I read the 
letter this day to Mrs. Aston, she said, ^ Such a death is 
the next to translation.' Yet, however I may convince 
myself of this, the tears are in my eyes, and yet I could 
not love him as you loved him, nor reckon upon him 
for a future comfort as you and his father reckoned upon 
him. 

" He is gone, and we are going ! We could not 

(1) See an accurate and anunated statement of Mr. Gastrers 
barbarity, bv Mr. Malone, in a note on '< Some Account of the 
Life of WilUam Sliakspeare,** prefixed to his admirable edition 
of that poet's works, vol. i. p. 118. 
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haye enjoyed him long, and shall not long he separated 
firom hiin. He has prohahly escaped many such panga 
as you are now feeling. 

'' Nothing remains^ hut that with humhle confidence 
we resign ourselves to Almighty Goodness> and fall 
down^ without irreverent murmurs, hefore the Sovereign 
Distributor of Grood and Evil^ with hope diat though 
sorrow endureth for a night, yet joy may come in the 
morning. 

*^ I have Imown you, Madam, too long to think that 
you want any arguments for submission to the Supreme 
Will ; nor can my consolation have any e£fect^ but that 
of showing that I wish to comfort yoo. What can be 
done you must do for yourself. Remembor, firsts that 
your child is happy ; and then^ that he is safe, not only 
from the ills of this worlds but from those more for. 
midable dangers which extend their mischief to eternity. 
You have brought into the world a rational being ; have 
seen him happy during the little life that has been 
granted to him ; and can have no doubt but that his 
happiness is now. 

*' When you have obtained by prayer such tran- 
quillity as nature will admits force your attention^ as 
you can^ upon your accustomed duties and accustomed 
entertainments. You can do no more for our dear boy, 
but you must not therefore think less on those whom 
your attention may make fitter for the place to which 
he is gone. I am, dearest, dearest Madam, your most 
affectionate humble servant, '^ Sam. Johnson." 

I said this loss would be very distressing to Thrale, 
but she would soon forget it, as she had so many 
things to think of. Johnson. << No, Sir, Thrale 
vill forget it first She has many things that she 
may think o£ He has many things that he must 
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think of." This was a very just remark upon the 
different effects of those light pursuits which occupy 
a vacant and easy mind, and those serious engage- 
ments which arrest attention, and keep us from 
brooding over grief. 

He observed of Lord Bute, " It was said of Au- 
gustus, that it would have been better for Rome that 
he had never been bom, or had never died. So it 
would have been better for this nation if Lord Bute 
had never been minister, or had never resigned." 

In the evening we went to the Town-haU, which 
was converted into a temporary theatre, and saw 
« Theodosius," with « The Stratford Jub ilee." I 
was happy to see Dr. Johnson sitting in a conspi- 
cuous part of the pit, and receiving affectionate 
homage from all his acquaintance. We were quite 
gay and merry. I afterwards mentioned to him, 
that I condenmed myself for being so, when poor 
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale were in such distress. John- 
son. " You are wrong. Sir ; twenty years hence 
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale will not suffer much pain from 
the death of their son. Now, Sir, you are to con- 
sider, that distance of place, as well as distance of 
time, operates upon the human feelings. I would 
not have you be gay in the presence of the dis 
tressed, because it would shock ^em ; but you may 
be gay at a distance. Pain for the loss of a friend, 
or of a relation, whom we love> is occasioned by 
the want which we feel. In time the vacuity is- 
filled with something else ; or sometimes the vacuity 
closes up of itself." 
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Mr. Seward and Mr. Pearson (J), another clergy- 
man here, supped with us' at our inn, and after they 
left us, we sat up late as we used to do in London. 

Here I shall record some fragments of my friend's 
conversation during this jaunt* 

*^ Marriage, Sir, is much more necessary to a 
man than to a woman : for he is much less able 
to supply himself with domestic comforts. You will 
recollect my saying to some ladies the other day, 
that I had often wondered why young women should 
marry, as they have so much more freedom, and so 
much more attention paid to them while unmarried, 
than when married. I indeed did not mention the 
Strang reason for their marrying — the mechanical 
reason." Boswell. '* Why, that is a strong one. 
But does not imagination make it much more im- 
portant than it is in reality ? Is it not, to a certain 
degree, a delusion in us as well as in women?" 
Johnson. '< Why yes. Sir ; but it is a delusion that 
is always beginning again." Boswell. << I don't 
know but there is upon the whole more misery than 
happiness produced by that passion." Johnson. 
" I don't think so. Sir." 

" Never speak of a man in his own presence. It 
is always indelicate, and may be offensive." 

^1) This was the gentleman whose lady inherited Miss Por- 
ters property, and has contributed so many of her manuscripts 
to this edition. It was to him that Miss Porter addressed, in 
the presence of Dr. Johnson, that two-edited reproof, which 
Dr. Johnson repeated to Mrs. Piozzi. Mr. Pearson harinff 
opposed Miss Porter in some argument, she was oflfended, and 
exclaimed, << Mr. Pearson, you are just like Dr. Johnson •» 
you contradict every word one speaks.^ — Fiosii, p. 1T8. — C 
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** Questioning is not the mode of conversation (') 
among gentlemen. It is assuming a superiority, 
and it is particularly wrong to question a man con- 
cerning himself. There may be parts of his former 
life which he may not wish to be made known to 
other persons, or even brought to his own re- 
collection." 

^^ A man should be careful never to tell tales of 
himself to his own disadvantage. People may be 
amused and laugh at the time, but they will be re^ 
membered, and brought out against' him upon some 
subsequent occasion." 

^< Much may be done if a man puts his whole 
mind to a particular object. By doing so, Nor- 
ton (2) has made himself the great lawyer that he is 
allowed to be." 

I m^itioned an acquaintance of mine, a sectary, 
who was a very religious man, who not only at- 
tended regularly on public worship with those of his 
communion, but made a particular study of the 
Scriptures, and even wrote a commentary on some 
parts of them, yet was known to be very licentious 
in indulging himself with women ; maintaining that 
men are to be saved by faith alone, and that the 
Christian religion had not prescribed. any fixed rule 

(1) This very just observation explains why the conversation 
of princes, and of those who ape princes, consists of so large a 
proportion of questions. The badauds of all nations used to 
wonder at Buonaparte's active curiosity and desire of knowledge 
from the multitude of his questions, while in fact he was owy 
** playing at kino.**— C, 

(2) Sir Fletcher Norton, afterward Speaker of the House of 
Commons, and in 1782 created Baron Urantly. — M.- 
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for the intercourse between the sexes. Johnsov 
" Sir, there is no trusting to that crazy piety." 

I observed that it was strange how well Scotch- 
men were known to one another in their owe 
country, though bom in very distant counties; 
for we do not find that the gentlemen of neigh- 
bouring counties in England are mutually known to 
each other. Johnson, with his usual acuteness, at 
once saw and explained the reason of this : << Why, 
Sir, you have Edinburgh, where the gentlemen from 
all your counties meet, and which is not so large 
but they are all known. There b no such common 
place of collection in England, except London, 
where, from its great size and diflusion, many of 
those who reside in contiguous counties of England 
may long remain unknown to each other.'' 

On Tuesday, March 26., there <;iame for us an 
equipage properly suited to a wealthy, well-beneficed 
clergyman : Dr. Taylor's large roomy post-chaise, 
drawn by four stout plump horses, and driven by 
two steady jolly postUions, which conveyed us to 
Ashbourne; where I found my friend's school- 
fellow living upon an establishment perfectly cor- 
responding with his substantial creditable equipage: 
his house, garden, pleasure-ground, table, in short 
every thing good, and no scantiness appearing. 
Every man should form such a plan of living as 
he can execute completely. Let him not draw an 
outline wider than he can fill up. I have seen 
many skeletons of show and magnificence which 
excite at once ridicule and pity. Dr. Taylor had a 
good estate of his own, and good preferment in the 
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church, Deing a prebendary of Westminster, and 
rector of Bosworth. He was a dUigent justice of 
the peace, and presided over the town of Ash- 
bourne, to the inhabitants of which I was told he 
was very liberal ; and as a proof of this it was men- 
tioned to me, he had the preceding winter dis- 
tributed two hundred pounds among such of them 
as stood in need of his assistance. He had conse- 
i|uently considerable political interest in the county 
of Derby, which he employed to support the 
Devonshire family; for, though the schoolfellow 
and friend of Johnson, he was a Whig. I could not 
perceive in his character much congeniality of any 
sort with. that of Johnson, who, however, said to 
me, << Sir, he has a very strong understanding." 
His size, and figure, and countenance, and manner 
were that of a hearty English squire, with the 
parson super-induced : and I took particular notice 
of his upper-servant, Mr. Peters, a decent grave 
man, in purple clothes, and a large white wig, like 
the butler or major-domo of a bishop. 

Dr. Johnson and Dr. Taylor met with great cor- 
diality ; and Johnson soon gave him the same sad 
account of their schoolfellow, Congreve, that he had 
given to Mr. Hector; adding a remark of sucji 
moment to the rational conduct of a man in the 
decline of life, that it deserves to be imprinted upon 
every mind : << There is nothing against which an 
old man should be so much upon his guard om 
putting himself to nurse" Innumerable have been 
the melancholy instances of men once distinguished 
for firmness, resolution, and spirit, who in their 
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Utter days have been governed like children, by in- 
terested female artifice. 

Dr. Taylor commended a physician (i) who was 
known to him and Dr. Johnson, and said, -" I fight 
many battles for him, as many people in the country 
dblike him." Johnson. " But you should con- 
sider, Sir, that by every one of your victories he is 
a loser ; for every man of whom you get the better 
will be very angry, and resolve not to employ him ; 
whereas if people get the better of you in argument 
about him, they'll think, 'We'll send for Dr. 
[Butter] nevertheless.' " This was an observation . 
deep and sure in human nature. 

Next day we talked of a book (^) in which an 
^ninent judge was arraigned before the bar of the 
public, as having pronounced an unjust decision in 
a great cause* Dr. Johnson maintained that this 
puUication would not give any uneasiness to the 
judge. ** For," said he, " either he acted honestly, 
or he meant to do injustice. If he acted honestly, 
hb own consciousness will protect him ; if he meant 
to do injustice, he will be glad to see the man who 
attacks him so much vexed." 

Next day, as Dr. Johnson had acquainted Dr. 
Taylor of the reason for his returning speedily 
to London, it was resolved that we should set out 
after dinner. A few of Dr, Taylor's neighbours 
were his guests that day. 

(1) Dr. Butter, who afterwards came to practise in LoDdon, 
and attended Johnson in his last illness. — C. 

(2) Andrew Stuart's •* Letters to Lord Mansfield on tlit 
Douglas Cause.** — C 

VOL. VI. I 
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Dr. Johnson talked with approbation of one who 
had attained to the state of the philosophical wise 
man, that is, to have no want of any thing. ^ Then, 
Sir," saicl I, " the savage is a wise maiu'' " Sir^" 
said he, '' I do not inean simply being without, -<— 
but not having a want." I maintained, agsunst tius 
proposition, that it was better to have fine dothes, for 
instance, than not to feel the want of them- John* 
S02i. *^ No^ Sir ; fine clothes are good only as. thsy 
snf^y the want of other means of procuring; respect* 
Was Charles the Twelfth, think you, less respected 
for bis. coarse blue coat and black stock? And you 
find the King of Prussia da^esses plains because 
the dignity of his character is sufficient*' I here 
brought myself into a 9crape> for I heedlessly said^ 
" Would not yoUf Sir, be the better for yobret ewr 
broidery ? " Johnson. " Sir, you put. ^m ewd to. all 
argument when you introduce your oppoacvit hunr 
self. Have you no better manness? There iBpaur 
want** Q) I apologised by sayiag,.! had mentioned 
him as an instance of one who wanted as little 
as any man in the world, and yet> perhaps, might 
receive some additional lustre; from dress. 

Having left Ashbourne in the evening, we stepped 
to diange horses at Derby, and availed ourselves oJF 
a moment to ei\joy the conversalion of my country* 
man, Dr. Butter, then physician there. He.was inr 
great indignation because Loni JVfountstuart's bill 
for a Scotch militia had been lost* Dr. Johnson 
was as violent against it. ^ I am glad>"^ said 1^, 

• n) The want sttems, on this occaaion, to have been common 
toboth — C. . i 
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^ l^t paiiianient has had liie spirit to throw H out. 
You wanted to take advantage of the timidity of onr 
scoundreb" (meaning, I suppose, the ministry). It 
may be observed, that he used the epiihetscotmdrely 
very commonly, not quite in tite sense in which it 
is generaHy understood, but as a strong term oF 
(Hsapprobation (^) ; as when he abruptiy answered 
Mrs. Thrale, who had asked him how he did, 
^ Heady to become a scoundrel, Bfadam ; wMi a 
little more spoiling yon wiH, I think, make me a 
complete rascal;'' he meant, easy to become a 
capricious and self-indulgent valBtudinarian ; a cha*' 
recter for which I have heard him express great 



Johnson had with him upon this jaunt ^ E Pcd- 
meriTio tf InghiUerrtj^* a romance praised by Cier- 
vantes ; but did not like it much. He said, he read 
it for tiie language, by way of preparation for his 



(1) <* It is sa very difficult," he said, on another occasion, to 
Hra. PiozB, « for a sick man not to be a sceund^.** He used' 
to 81^ that ** a man was a tcowvdrel who was^ afraid of any 
thing** (see pott, June 16. 1784) ; and it may be here observed, 
tliat tomindird seems to have been a &Toarite wMd af his.. In. 
his Dictionary, he defined knave, a scoundrel; loon, a scoundrel ; 
Una, a scoun^el ; poltroon, a scoundt-el ; sneakup, a scoundrel ; 
ffOKMi^ a scoundrel; andsconndrelilNlf faedeflnesir.flMa9»niscii£; 
a low petty viUcin, — C 

(2) Nothing more certainly ofibnded Dr. Johnson than the 
idea of a man°s mental faculties decaying by time. << It is- not 
true, Sir,** would he say : « what a man could once do, he would 
always do, unless, indeed, by dint of vicious indolence, and com- 
pliance with the nephews and nieces who crowd round an old 
fellow, and help to tuck him in, till he, contented with the ex* 
change of fame for ease, e*en resolves to let them set the pillows 
at his back, and gives no farther proof of his existence than just 
Id suck the jelly that prolongs it.- — Pioui. 



d by Google 



116 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 177«<» 

Italian expedition. (^ ) We lay this night at Lougli* 
borough. 

On Thursday, March 28., we pursued our journey. 
I mentioned that old Mr. Sheridan complained of 
the ingratitude of Mr. Wedderbume and General 
Eraser, who had been much obliged to him when 
they were young Scotchmen entering upon life in 
England. Johnson. "Why, Sir, a man is very 
apt to complain of the ingratitude of those who have 
risen far above him. A man, when he gets into a 
higher sphere, into other habits of life, cannot keep 
up all his former connexions. Then, Sir, those who 
knew him formerly upon a level with themselves, 
may think that they ought still to be treated as on 
a level, which cannot be : and an acquaintance in a 
former situation may bring out things which it would 
be very disagreeable to have mentioned before higher 
company, though, perhaps, every body knows of 
them." He placed thb subject in a new light to 
me, and showed, that a man who has risen in the 
world must not be condemned too harshly for being 
dbtant to former acquaintance, even though he may 
have been much obliged to them. It is, no doubt, 
to be wished, that a proper degree of attention 
should be shown by great men to their early friends. 
But if, either from obtuse insensibility to difference' 
of situation, or presumptuous forwardness, which 
will not submit even to an exterior observance of it, 
the dignity of high place cannot be preserved, when 
they are admitted into the company of those raised 

( 1 ) [ A translation of Palmeiin was published by Mr. Southej 
In 1807.] 
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iibove the state in which they once were, encroach* 
Inent must be repelled, and the kinder feelings 
i^rificed. To one of the very fortunate persons 
vhom I have mentioned, namely, Mr. Wedderbume, 
now Lord Loughborough, I must do the justice to 
relate, that I have been assured by another early 
acquaintance of his, old Mr. Macklin, who assisted 
in improving his pronunciation, that he found him 
very gratefid. Macklin, I suppose, had not pressed 
upon his elevation with so much eagerness as the 
gentleman who complained of him Dr. Johnson's 
remark as to the jealousy entcrtjuued of our friends 
who rise far above us is certainly very just. By 
this was withered the early friendship between 
Charles Townshend and Akenside(i); and many 
similar instances might be adduced. 

He said, ^< It is commonly a weak man who mar* 
ries for love." We then talked of marrying women 
of fortune ; and I mentioned a common remark, that 
ft man may be, upon the whole, richer by marrying 
a woman with a very small portion, because a womaii 
of fortune will be proportionably expensive ; whereas 
a woman who brings none will be very moderate in 
eacpenses. Johnson. " Depend upon it, Sir, this 
is not true. A woman of fortune being used to the 



(1) This is no appropriate instance. Charles Townshend — 
the grancUnephew of the Duke of Newcastle and of Mr. Pel- 
ham, both prime ministers — the grandson of a peer, who had 
married Sir Robert Walpole's sister, and was secretary of state, 
and leader of the House of Lords — was as much above Akenside 
in their earliest days, as at any subsequent^eriod ; nor was 
Akenside in rank interior to Dr. Brocklesby, with whom Charles 
Townshend continued in intimate friendship to the end of his 
life. — C. 

I S 
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haadliiig of money, i^»eiids it judiciously; but a 
woman who gets the conmiand of money for the 
first time upon her marriage, has such a gust m 
spending it, that she throws it away with great pro« 
fiision." 

fie praised the hdies of the present age, insisting 
thatt they were more £euthM to their husbands, and 
aM>re virtuous in every respect, than in former 
times, because thdr undenttamdings were better 
ewdtivated. It was an undoubted proof of his good 
•ease and good disposition, that he was nei^^r 
querulous, never prone to inveigh against the pre- 
sent times, as is so common when superficial minds 
are €hi the fret. On the contrary, he was willing 
to speak favoural^y of his own age; and, indeed, 
maintained its superiority in every respect, except 
in its i^verenee for government ; the relaxation of 
whidli he imputed, as its grand cause, to the sfaocfc 
which our monarchy received at the Revolutkm> 
though neeeBsary; and, secondly, to the timid con- 
eeasioBS made fa faction by successive admlnistra#> 
titOQB in ihe reign of his present majesty. I am 
happy to think, that he lived to see ^e crown at 
last recover its just influence. 

At Xeicester we read in the newspaper ikai Dn 
James was dead. Q) I thought that the death of 
an old schoolfellow, and one with whom he had 
lived a good deal in London, would have afiected 
my feUow-traveller much : but he only said, ^^ Ah t 
poor Jamy I" Afterwards, however, when we were 
in the chaise, he said, with more tenderness, <' Since, 

(1) Dr. James died 23d March, 1776. — C. 
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I set out on tills jftont, I have lost an old friend and 
a young one ; — Dr. James, and poor Harry" (mean- 
rag Mr. Thrale's son). 

Having lain at St. Alban's on Thursday, March 
^., we breakfasted the next morning at Bamet I 
expressed to him a weakness of mind which I could 
not hdip ; an uneasy apprehension that my ;wife and 
childreu, who were at a great distance from me, 
rn^ht, perhaps, be ill. " Sir," said he, " consider 
how foolish you would think it in ^lem to be appre- 
hensive that ^ou are ill." This sudden turn rdieved 
me for the moment ; but I afterwards perceived it 
to be an ingenious fallaey. Q) I might, to be sure, 
be satisfied that they had no reason to be appre- 
hensive about me, because I knew that I myself was 
well : but we might have a mutual anxiety, withottt 
the charge of felly ; because each was, in some 4e* 
gree, uncertain as to the condition of the other. 

I enjoyed the luxury of our approach to LoadoA, 
that metropolis which we both loved so much, fbt 
ihe high and varied intellectual pleasure which it 
i^mishes. I experienced immediate happiness while 
whirled along with such a companion, and said to 
him, ** Sir, you observed one day ajt General Ogle-' 
thorpe*s, that a man is never happy for the pres^iti 
but when he is drunk. Will you not add — or when 
driving rapidly in a postchaise ?" Johnson. « No, 

(1 ) Surely it is no fallacy, but a sound and rational argument 
He who is perfectly well, and apprehensive concerning tbestatt 
of imother at a distance from him, Utiows to a certain^ that ^ 
fears of that person concerning his health are imaginary and 
delusive ; and hence has a rational ipround for supposing that 
his own apprehensions, concerning his absent wife or frienc^ ar^ 
equally unrounded. — M 

I A, 
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Sir> you are driving rapidly from something, or to 
something." (') 

Talking of melancholy, he said, '^ Some men, 
i^ and vrey^ thinking men too, have not those vexing 

thoughts. (^) Sir Joshua Reyn olds is the same aU 
the year round. Beauclerk, except when ill and in 
pain, is the same. But I believe most men have 
them in the degree in which they are capable of 
having them. If I were in the country, and were 
distressed by that malady, I would force myself to 
take a book ; and every time I did it I should find 
it the easier. Melancholy, indeed, should be di- 
verted by every means but drinking. " 

We stopped at Messieurs Dillys, booksellers in 
the Poultry; from whence he hurried away, in a 
hackney coach, to Mr. Thrale's in the Borough. I 
called at his house in the evening, having promised 

(1) Yet it was but a week before that he had said that « life 
had few things better than driving rapidly in a post-chaise.** 
This is an instance of the justice of Mrs. Piozzi*8 obsenr-^ 

) ation, that << it was unlucky for those who delighted to echo 

I Johnson's sentiments, that he would not endure from them Uy-dai^ 
what he had yesterday^ by his own manner of treating the subject 
made them fond of repeating.** — C. 

(2) The phrase << vexing thoughts,** is, I think, very expres- 
sive. It hi0 been familiar to me from my childhood ; for it is 
to be found in the *< Psalms in Metre,** used in the churches 
(I believe I should say Jarki) of Scotland, Psal. xliii. v. 5. 

** Why art thou then cast down my soul f what should discourage thee ? 
And why with »e«^/Ao«viUt art thou disquieted in me?** i 

Some allowance must no doubt be made for early prepossession. 
But at a maturer period of lifi^ after looking at various metrical 
versions of the Psalms, I am well satisfied uat the version used 
In Scotland is, upon the whole, the best ; and that it is vaia 
to think of havine a better. It has in general a simplicity and 
unction of sacred poesy; and in many parts its tnmsfiuioii it 
admirable. 
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to acquaint Mnu William& of bis safe return ; when, 
to my surprise, I found him sitting with her at tea, 
and, as I thought, not in a very good humour : for^ 
it seems, when he had got to Mr. Thrale's^ he found 
the coach was at the door waiting to carry Mrs. and 
Miss Thrale, and Signcnr Baretti, their Italian master^ 
to Bath. This was not showing the attention which 
might have been expected to the '* guide, philoso* 
pher, and friend;" the InUac who had hastened 
from the country to console a distressed mother, 
who he understood was very anxious for his return. 
They had, I found, without ceremony, proceeded 
on their journey. I was glad to understand from 
him that it was still resolved that his tour to Italy 
with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale should take place, of 
which he had entertained some doubt, on account 
of the loss which they had suffered ; and his doubts 
afterwards appeared to be well founded. He ob^ 
served, indeed, very justly, that " their loss was an 
additional reason for their going abroad ; and if it 
had not been fixed that he should have been one of 
the party, he would force them out ; but he would 
not advise them unless his advice was asked, lest 
they might suspect that he recommended what be 
wished on his own account." I was not pleased 
that his intimacy with Mr. Thrale's family, thougb 
it no doubt contributed much to his comfort and 
enjoyment, was not without some degree of restraint : 
not, as has been grossly suggested, that it was re- 
quired of him as a task to talk for the entertainment 
of them and their company ; but that he was not 
quite at his ease ; which, however, might partly be 
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owing to his own honest pride — tliat digaitj of 
jnind wiiich is always jealous of appearing too com- 
pliant* 

On Sunday, March 31^ I caBed on him and showed 
him, as a curiosity which J had discovered, his 
<< Translation of Lobo's Account of Abyssinia," which 
Sir John Pringle had lent me, it bdng then little 
known as one of his works. He said, ^ Take no 
notice of it," or ^< Don't ta^L of it" He seemed to 
think it beneath him, though done at six-and-twenty. 
I said to him, " Your style. Sir, is mnch improved 
since you translated thk." He answered, with a 
sort of triumphant smile, << Sir, I hope it is." 

On Wednesday, April 3., in the morning, I found 
him very busy putting his books in order, and, as 
they were gaierally very old ones, clouds of dust 
I w^e flying around him. He had on a pair of large 
\ gloves, such as hedgers use. His present appeals 
ance put me in mind of my unde Dr. Bosw^'a 
description of ham, << A robust genius, bom to grap* 
pie with whole libraries." 

I gave him an account of a conversation which 
had passed between me and Ci^tain Cook, the day 
before, at dinner at Sir John Ringle's ; and he was 
much pleased with the conscientious accuracy of 
that odebrated curcumnavigatoiv who set me ri^t 
as to many of the exi^gerated accounts given by 
Dr. Hawkesworth of his Voyages. I told him thatr 
while I was with tho captain I catdied the enthu- 
siasm of curiosity and adventure, and lelt a strong* 
inclination to go with him on his next voyage 
JoHNSoji. " Why, Sir, a man does feel so, tUl hm 
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ecmsiclero bow very little he can leant from such 
y^ages." Bos well. ^ But one k carried away 
with the general, grand, and mdistinct notion of a 

VOTAOC BtOVVJ) THB WORLD." JoHNSOK. << YcS, 

Sir, but a man is to guard hiasdf against taking a 
thing in generaL" I said I was certidn that a great 
part of what we are told by tiie traveflers to tiie 
South Sea must be conjecture, because they had 
not enough of the knguage of those countries to 
understand so much as they have rekited. Objects 
falling under the observatioB of the senses might be 
cftearly known ^ but every thing intellectual, every 
thing abstract — politics, morals, and religion, must 
be daridy guessed. Dr. Johnson was of the same 
opinion. He upon another occasion, when a Mend 
mentioned to him several extraordinary facts, as 
communicated to him by the circumnavigates, slily 
observed, ^* Sir^ I never before knew how much I 
was respected by these gentlemen ; they told me 
n<Mie of these things." 

* He had been in company with Omai, a native of 
one of ihe South Sea Islands, after he had been 
some time in this country. He was struck with the 
elegance of his behaviour, and accounted for it 
thus : <<Sir, he had passed his time, while in England, 
only in the best company ; so that all that he had 
acquired of our manners was genteel. As a proof 
of this, Sir, Lord Mulgrave and he dined one day 
at Streatham; they sat with their backs to the 
light fronting me, so that I could not see distinctly ; 
and there was so little of the savage in Omai, that 
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I was afraid to speak to either, lest I should mis» 
take one for the other." (^) 

We agreed to dine to-day at the Mitre tavern, 
after the rising of the House of Lords, where a 
branch of the litigation conoeming the Douglas 
estate, in which I was one of the counsel, was to 
come on. I brought with me Mr. Murray, solicitor- 
general of Scotland, now one of the judges of the 
court of session, with the title of Lord Henderland* 
} mentioned Mr. Solicitor's relation. Lord Charles 
Hay (^), with whom I knew Dr. Johnson had been 
acquainted. Johnson. <<I wrote something for 
Lord Charles, and I thought he had nothing to fear 
from a court-martial. I suffered a great loss when 
he died; he was a. mighty pleasing man in con- 
versation, and a reading man. The character of a 
soldier is high. They who stand forth the foremost > 
in danger, for the community, have the respect of 
mankind. An officer is much more respected than 
any other man who has little money. In a com- 
mercial country, money will always purchase re- 
spect But you find, an officer, who has, properly 

(1) This mieht perhaps have been more justly attributed to 
the defect of his sight (see ant^ p. 20. n.) than to any resem* 
blance between Omai and Lord Mulgraye. — C. 

(2) Third son of the third Marquis of Tweedale. He dis- 
tinsuished himself at the battle of Fontenoy ; where he is said 
to have been the ofScer who invited the French guards to fire. 
He was afterwards third in command under Lord Loudon and 
General Hopson, in an expedition a^nst Canada; but express- 
ing himself with some violence against the tardiness of his su> 
periors, he was, on the Slst July, 1757, put under arrest and 
sent to England, to be tried by a court-martial, which, however, - 
did not assemble till Feb. 1760 ; but Lord Charles died on the 
Ist of May following^ before the sentence was promulgated. — C. 
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speaking, no money, is every where well receiyed 
and treated with attention* The character of a 
soldier always stands him in stead." Boswbll. 
/< Yet, Sir, I think that common soldiers are worse 
thought of than other men in the same rank of 
life ; such as labourers." Johnson. << Why, Sir, a 
common soldier is usually a very gross man, and 
«ny quality which procures respect may be over- 
whelmed by grossness. A man of learning may be 
so vicious or so ridiculous that you cannot respect 
him. .A common soldier, too, generally eats more 
than he can pay for. But when a common soldier 
is civil in his quarters, his red coat procures him a 
degree of respect." The peculiar respect paid to 
the military character in France was mentioned. 
Bos WELL. <'I should think that where military men 
are so numerous, they would be less valuable as not 
being rare." Johnson. " Nay, Sir, wherever a 
particular character or profession is high in the 
estimation of a people, those who are of it will be 
valued above other men. We value an Englishman 
high in this country, and yet Englishmen are not 
rare in it" 

Mr. Murray pnused the ancient philosophers for 
the candour and good humour with which those of 
different sects disputed with each other. Johnson. 
<< Sir, they disputed with good humour, because they 
were not in earnest as to religion. Had the 
ancients been serious in their belief^ we should not 
have had theif gods exhibited in the manner we 
find them represented in the poets. The people 
would not have suffered it. They disputed witk 
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good humovr upon their fafieiful theories, becautt 
they were net interested in the truth of them: when 
ft mam has nothing to lose, he may be in good 
kumomr with his opponent. Accordingly you see, 
in Luciano the Epicurean, who argues only nega^ 
lively, keeps his temper ; the Stote, who has some- 
thing positive to preserve, grows angry. Q) Being 
«ngry with one who controverts an opinion which 
you value, is a necessary consequence of the unea- 
MBess which you feel. Every man who attacks my 
bd&ef, diminishes m some degree my confidence in 
it, and therefore makes me uneasy; and I am angry 
with him* who makes me uneasy. Those only who 
believed in revdaition have been angry at having 
their faith called in question ; because they only had 
something upon which they could rest as matter of 
fftct.** MuRBAY. **It seems to me that we are 
not angry at a man for controverting an opinion 
irhich we beKeve and value ; we rather pity him." 
JoHKSoN. « Why, Sir, to be sure, when you wish 
a man to hare that belief which you liiink is of in- 
Iftidte advantage, you wish well to him; but your 
primary consideration is your own quiet. If a 
madman were to come into this r<K>m with a stick 
in his hand, no doubt we should pity the state of his 
mind ; but our primary consideration would be to 
take care of ourselves. We should knock him 

(1) This mi^t allude to the pleadinn fbr and acaintt P/1m- 
sure in Ludairs Dicatt&ria, where the Stoic, being defeated by 
Epicurus in the court below, appeals to Jupiter, but there seems 
no lost'of temper. See Luaan, ed. 1615, p. 756. Or pertiaps 
the squabble between the di^utants at the end of JupUer tht 
Tragic may have been meant. — C. 



d by Google 



^TAX.67. PUBLIC SCHOOLS- 127 

down first, and pity him afterwards. No, Sir, every 
man will dispute with great good humour upon a 
subject in which he is not interested. I will dis- 
pute very calmly upon the probability of another 
man's son being hanged; but if a man zealously 
enforces the probability that my own son will be 
hanged, I shall certainly not be in a very good hu- 
mour with him." I added this illustration, '^ K a 
maa endeavours to convince me that my wife, whom 
I love very much, and in whom I place great con- 
fidence, is a disagreeable woman, and is even un- 
faithful to me, I shall be very angry, for he is put- 
ting me in fear of being unhappy." Murray. 
*< But, SvBy truth will always bear an examination." 
JoHKSOH* << Yes, Sir, but it is painful to be forced 
to defend it. Consider, Sir, how should you like, 
tibough conscious of your innocence, to be tried 
' before a jury for a c^tal crime, once a week." 
We talked of education at great schools; the 
advantages and disadvantages of which Johnson dis- 
played in a luminous manner; but his arguments 
preponderated so much in favour of the benefit 
which a boy of good parts might receive at one of 
them (*), that I have reason to believe Mr. Murray 

(1) A pecnlinr adTantase of an education in our pubb'c 
schools was stated in one of his parliamentary speeches, by the 
late Mr. Canning — himself a great authority and example on 
such a subject. ** Foreigners often ask, * By what means an 
unintenrupted succession of men, cpalified more or less eminently 
for the penormance of united parbamentar^ and official duties, is 
secured ? * First, I answer ^with the prejudices, perhaps, of Eton 
and Oxford), that we owe it to our system of public schools imd 
universities. From these institutions is derived (in the language 
of the prayer of our collegiate churches) * a due supjdy oj men 
fitud to 9erve their country both in c/iurch and ttate.^ It Is in her 
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was very much influenced by what he had heard to- 
day in his determination to send his own son to 
Westminster school. 1 have acted in the same man- 
ner with regard to my own two sons ; having placed 
the eldest at Eton, and the second at Westminster. 
I cannot say which is best. But in justice to both 
those noble seminaries, I with high satisfaction de- 
clare, that my boys have derived from them a great 
deal of good, and no evil : and I trust they will, 
like Horace, be grateful to their father for giving 
them so valuable an education. 

I introduced the topic, which is often ignorantly 
urged, that the universities of England are too 
rich Q); so that learning does not flourish in them 
as it would do, if those who teach had smaller sala- 
ries, and depended on their assiduity for a great 
part of their income. Johnson. " Sir, the very 
reverse of this is the truth ; the English universities 
are not rich enough. Our fellowships are only suf- 
ficient to support a man during his studies to fit 



public schools and universities that the youth of England are^ 
by a discipline which shallow jud^ents have sometimes at- 
tempted to undervalue, prepared for the duties of public life. 
There are rare and splendid exceptions, to be sure; but in my 
conscience I believe, that England would not be what she is 
without her system of public education, and that no other 
country can become what England is without the advantages of 
such a system.** Such was also Mr. Gibbon*s opinion. ** I 
shall always be ready to join in the public opinion, that our pub* . 
Uc schools, which have produced so many eminent characterst 
are the best adapted to the genius and constitution of the English, 
people.**— Jhfemoir*. Misc, Work*, vol. L p. S7. — C. 

(I) Dr. Adam Smith, who was for some time a professor in 
the university of Glasgow, has uttered, in his " Wealth of Na- 
tions,** some reflections upon this subject which are certainly noV 
well founded, and seem to be invidious. 
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him for the worid> and accordingly in general they 
are held no longer than till an opportunity offers of 
getting away. Now and then, perhaps, there is a 
fellow who grows old in his college; but this b 
against his will, unless he be a man very indolent 
indeed. A hundred a-year is reckoned a good fel- 
lowship, and that is no more than is necessary to 
keep a man decently as a scholar. We do not allow 
our fellows to marry, because we consider acade- 
mical institutions as preparatory to a settlement in 
the world. It is only by being employed as a tutor, 
that a fellow can obtain any thing more than a Uve- 
lihood. To be sure, a man who has enough with- 
out teaching will probably not teach ; for we would 
all be idle if we could. In the same manner, a man 
vho is to get nothing by teaching will not exert 
Mmself. Gresham college was intended as a place 
of instruction for London ; able professors were to 
read lectures gratb; they contrived to have no 
scholars ; whereas, if they had been allowed to re- 
ceive but sixpence a lecture from each scholar, they 
would have been emulous to have had many scho- 
lars. Every body will s^ee that it should be the 
interest of those who teach to have scholars ; and 
this is the case in our universities. That they are 
too rich is certainly not true ; for they have nothing 
good enough to keep a man of eminent learning 
with them for his life. In the foreign universities 
a professorship b a high thing. It is as much 
almost as a man can make by his learning: and 
therefore we find the most learned men abroad are 
in the universities. It is not so with us. Our uni«> 

VOL. VI. K 
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veraities are impoverished of learning, by the pe- 
nury of their provisions. I wish there were many 
places of a tnousand a^year at Oxford, to keep first- 
rate men of learning from quitting the university." 
Undoubtedly, if this were the case, literature would 
have a still greater dignity and splendour at Oxford, 
and there would be grander living sources of in- 
struction. 

I mentioned Mr. Maclaurin's uneasiness on ac- 
count of a degree of ridicule carelessly thrown on 
his deceased father, in Goldsmith's << History of 
Animated Nature,** in which that celebrated mathe- 
matician is represented as being subject to fits of 
yawning so violent as to render him incapable of 
proceeding in his lecture; a story altogether un- 
founded, but for the publication of which the law 
would give no reparation. Q) This led us to agitate 
the question, whether legal redress could be ob- 
tained, even when a man's deceased relation was 
calunmiated in a publication. Mr. Murray main- 
tained there should be reparation, unless the author 
could justify himself by proving the fact John- 
son. <^ Sir, it is of so much more consequence that 
truth should be told, than that individuals should 
not be made uneasy, that it is much better that the 
law does not restrain writing freely concerning the 
characters of the dead. Damages will be given to 

(l) Dr. Goldsmith was dead before Mr. Maclaurin discovered 
the ludicrous error. But Mr. Nourse, the bookseller, who was 
the proprietor of the work, upon beinff applied to bv Sir John 
Pringle, agreed very handsomely to nave the leaf'^on which 
it was contained cancelled, and reprinted without it, at his own 
eipense. 
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« man who is calumniated in his lifetime, because 
he may be hurt in his worldly interest, or at least 
hurt in his mind ; but the law does not regard that 
uneasiness which a man feels on having his ancestor 
calumniated. That is too nice. Let him deny what 
is said, and let the matter have a fair chance by 
discussion. But if a man could say nothing against 
a character but what he can prove, history could 
not be written ; for a great deal is known of men of 
which proof cannot be brought. A minister may 
be notoriously known to take bribes^ and yet you 
may not be able to prove it." Mr. Murray sug- 
gested that the author should be obliged to show 
some sort of evidence, though he would not require 
a strict legal proof; but Johnson firmly and reso- 
lutely opposed any restraint whatever, as adverse to 
a free investigation of the characters of mankind.(i) 

(l) What Dr. Johnson has here said is undoubtedly good 
sense ; yet I am afraid that law, though defined b^ Lcrd Cokg 
** the perfection of reason," is not altogether wUh htm ; for it Is 
held in the books, that an attack on the reputation even of a 
dead man, may be punished as a libel, because tending to a 
breach of the peace. There is, however, I believe, no modem 
decided case to that effect. In the King^s Bench, Trinity term, 
1790, the question occurred on occasion of an indictment, the 
Xing V, Topham, who, as a proprietor of a newspaper entitled 
" The World," was found Jjuilty of a libel against Earl Cowper, 
deceased, because certain injurious charges against his lordship 
were published in that paper. An arrest of judgment having 
been moved for, the case was afterwards solemnly argued. My 
friend, Mr. Const, whom I delight in having an opportunity to 
praise, not only for his abilities but his manners^ a gentleman 
whose ancient German blood has been mellowed in England, 
and who may truly be said to unite the baron and the barrister, 
was one of the Counsel for Mr. Topham. I^ displayed much 
learning and ingenuity upon the general question ; which, how- 
ever, was not decided, as the court granted an arrest chiefly on 
the informality of the indictment. No man has a higher rever- 
» for the law of England than I have ; but with all deference 

K 2 
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I cuuiot help thinkings that prosecution by indictment, if a de- 
fendant is never to be allowed to justify, must often be very op- 
pressive, unless juries, whom I am more and more confirmed m 
nolding to be judges of law as well as of fisbct, resolutely iiv* 
terpose. Of late an act of parliament has passed declaratory of 
their full right to one as well as the other, in matter of libel ; 
.and the bill having been brought in by a popular gentleman, 
many of his party have in most extravagant terms declaimed 
on the wondemil acquisition to the liberty of the press. For my 
own part I ever was clearly of opinion that this ri^ght was ixt' 
herent in the very constitution of a jury, and indeed m sense and 
reason inseparable from their important function. To establidi 
it, therefore, by statute, is, I think, narrowing its foundation, 
which it the brtMul and deep basis of common law. Would it not 
rather weaken the right or primoffeniture, or any other old and 
unlveri«lly acknowledged right, should the legislature pass aa 
Sbt in favour of it? In my « Letter to the People of Scotland, 
againiA diminishing the number of the L<nds of Session,** pub^ 
lished in 1785, there is the following passage, which, as a 
concise, and I hope a fair and rational state of the matter, I pre- 
sume to quote : << The juries of England are judges of law 
as well as of fact in many dvil and in all criminal trials. That 
my principles of resistance may not be misapprehended, any 
more than my principles of suomissian, I protest that I should 
be the last man in the world to encourage juries to contradict 
rashly, wantonly, or perversely, the opinion of the judges. On 
the contrary, I would have them listen respectfully to the advice 
they receive from the bench, by which they may often be well 
directed in forming their own opinion ; which, < and not another's,' 
is the opinion they are to return uj^n their oaths. But where^ 
after due attention to all that the judge has said, they are de* 
cidedly of a different opinion firom mm, they have not only 
npovoer and a tight, but they are bound in conscience to bring in 
a verdict accordingly.*' 
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On Thursday, 4tk April, having called ou Dr. 
Johnson, I said, it was a pity that truth was not so 
firm as to bid defiance to all attacks, so that it 
might be shot at as much as people chose to attempt, 
and yet remain unhurt Johnson. << Then, Sir, it 
would not be shot at Nobody attempts to dispute 
that two and two make four: but with contests 
concerning moral truth, human passions are gener- 
aMy mixed, and therefore it must be ever liable to 
assault and misrepresentation/* 

On Friday, 5th April, being Good Friday, after 
having attended the morning service at St Cle- 
ment's chur6h, I walked home with Johnson. We 
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talked of the Roman Catholic religion. Johnson. 
" In the barbarous ages, Sir, priests and people were 
equally deceived ; but afterwards there were gross 
corruptions introduced by the clergy, such as in- 
dulgences to priests to have concubines, and the 
worship of images, not^ indeed, inculcated, but 
knowingly permitted." He strongly censured the 
licensed stews at Rome. Boswell. '* So then, Sir, 
you would allow of no irregular intercourse what- 
ever between the sexes ?*' Johnson. " To be sure 
I would not. Sir. I would punish it much more 
than it is done, and so restrain it. In all countries 
there has been fornication, as in all countries there 
has been theft ; but there may be more or less of 
the one, as well as of the other, in proportion to the 
force of law. All men will naturally commit for- 
nication, as all men will naturally steal. And, Sir, 
it is very absurd to argue, as has been often done, 
that prostitutes are necessary to prevent the violent 
effects of appetite from violating the decent order 
of life ; nay, should be permitted, in order to pre- 
serve the chastity of our wives and daughters* 
Depend upon it, Sir, severe laws, steadily enforced, 
would be sufficient against those evils, and would 
promote marriage." 

I stated to him this case : — << Suppose a man has 
a daughter, who he knows has been seduced, but her 
misfortune is conceded from the world, should he 
Keep her in his house ? Would he not, by doing 
so, be accessary to imposition ? And, perhi^ps, a 
worthy, unsuspecting man» might come and many 
this woman, unless the father inform him of the 
truth." Johnson. ^^ Sir, he is accessary to no im- 
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position. His daughter is in his house; and if a 
man courts her, he takes his chance. If a friend, or 
indeed, if any man, asks his opinion whether he 
should marry her, he ought to advise him against 
it, without telling why, because his real opinion is 
then required. Or, if he has other daughters who 
know of hier frailty, he ought not to keep her in his 
house. You are to consider the state of life is this ; 
we are to judge of one another's characters as well 
as we can ; and a man is not bound in honesty or 
honour to tell us the faults of his daughter or of 
himself. A man who has debauched his friend's 
daughter is not obliged to say to every body — 
<Take care of me; don't let me into your house 
without suspicion. I once debauched a friend's 
daughter. I may debauch yours.* " 

Mr. Thrale called upon him, and appeared to bear 
the loss of his son with a manly composure. There 
was no affectation about him; and he talked, as 
usual, upon indifferent subjects. He seemed to me 
to hesitate as to the intended Italian tour, on which, 
I flattered myself, he and Mrs. Thrale and Dr. John- 
son were soon to set out ; and, therefore, I pressed 
it as much as I could. I mentioned that Mr. Beau- 
clerk had said, that Baretti, whom they were to carry 
with them, would keep tbem so long in the little 
towns of his own district, that they would not have 
time to see Rome. I mentioned this to put them 
on their guard. Johnson. ^^ Sir, we do not thank 
Mr. Beauderk for supposing that we are to be di- 
rected by Baretti. No, Sir ; Mr. Thrale is to go, by 
R 4 
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my advice, to Mr. Jackson (i) (the all-knowing)^ 
and get from him a plan for seeing the most that 
can be seen in the time that we have to traveL We 
must, to be sure, see Rome, Naples, Florence, and 
Venice, and as much more as we can." (Speaking 
with a tone of animation.) 

When I expressed an earnest wish for his remark? 
on Italy, he said, << I do not see that I could n^ake a 
book upon Italy ; yet I should be glad to get two 
hundred pounds, or five hundred pounds, by such a 
work." This showed both that a journal of his tour 
upon the continent wa$ not wholly out of his con-r 
tempiation, and that be uniformly adhered to thai 
strange opinion which his indolent dispofition made 
him utter ; <* No man but a blockhead ever wrote 
except for money." Numerous instances to refute 
this will occur to all who are versed in the history 
of literature. 

He gave us one of the many sketches of character 
wliich were treasured in his mind, and which he was 
wont to produce quite unexpectedly in a very en- 
tertaining manner. " I lately," said he, *< receive4 
a letter from the East Indies, from a gentleman (^) 

(1 ) A gentleman who, from bis extfaordinarr stores of know- 
ledge, has been style^ omniscient. Johnson, I think very pro- 
perly, altered it to alUknoidngf as it is a verhnm solennCf appro- 
priated to the Supreme Being. — B. — Mr. Richard Jackson, 
a barrister, M.P. for New Romney, and F.R.S., bad obtained, 
from the universality of his information on all topics, the appel- 
lation «f "omniscient Jackson," He was an intimate friend of 
Lord Shelburn*s, and became a lord of the treasury in his lord- 
ship's administration in 1782. He died May 6. 1787. — C. 

(2) This gentleman was no doubt Mr. Joseph Fowke. See 
post, p. 140, and April 19. 1783. — C. 
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whom I formerly knew very well ; he had returned 
from that country with a handsome fortune, as it 
was reckoned, before means were found to acquire 
tiiose immense sums which have been brought from 
thence of late : he was a scholar, and an agreeable 
man, and lived very prettily in London, till his wife 
died. After her death, he took to dissipation and 
gaming, and lost all he had. One evening he lost a 
thousand pounds to a gentleman whose name I am 
sorry I have forgotten. Next morning he sent the 
gentleman five hundred pounds, with an apology 
that it was all he had in the world. The gentleman 
sent the money back to him, declaring he would not 
accept of it ; and adding, that if Mr. had occa- 
sion for five hundred pounds more, he would lend 
it to him. He readved to go out again to the East 
Indies, and make his fortune anew. He got a con- 
siderable appointment, and I had some intention of 
accompanying him. Had I thought then as I do 
now, I should have gone : but at that time I had 
objections to quitting England." 

It was a very remarkable circumstance about 
Johnson, whom shallow observers have supposed to 
have been ignorant of the world, that very few meii 
had seen greater variety of characters; and none 
could observe them better, as was evident from the 
strong yet nice portraits which he often drew. I 
have frequently thought that if he had made out 
what the French call une catalogue raisonnie of all 
the people who had passed under his observation, it 
would have afforded a very rich fund of instruction 
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and entertainment. The suddenness with which his 
accoants of some of them started out in conversation 
was not less pleasing than surprising. I remember 
he once observed to me, " It is wonderful, Sir, what 
is to be found in London. The most literary con- 
versation that I ever enjoyed was at the table of 
Jack Ellis, a money-scrivener, behind the Royal 
Exchange, with whom I at one period used to dine 
generally once a week." Q) 

Volumes would be required to contain a list of 
his numerous and various acquaintance, none of 
whom he ever forgot ; and could describe and dis- 
criminate them all with precision and vivacity* 
He associated with persons the most widely different 
in manners, abilities, rank, and accomplishments. 
He was at once the companion of the brilliant 
Colonel Forrester of the guards, who wrote " The 
Polite Philosopher," and of the awkward and un- 

^1) This Mr. Ellis was, I believe, the last of that profession 
called scriveners, which is one of the London companies, but of 
which the business is no loneer carried on separately, but is 
transacted by attorneys and ouers. He was a man of literature 
and talents. He was the author of a Hudibrastic version of* 
Maphaeu8*8 Canto, in addition to the ^neid ; of some poems in 
Doasley*s collection, and various other small pieces ; but, being 
a very modest man, never put his name to any thins. He 
showed me a translation which he had made of Ovid's Epistles, 
very prettily done. There is a good engraved portrait of him by 
Fether, from a picture by Fry, which liangs in the hall of the 
Scriveners' company. I visited him October 4. 1790, in his 
ninety-third year, and found his judgment distinct and clear, 
and his memory, thoueh faded so as to fail him occasionally, yet, 
as he assured me, and 1 indeed perceived, able to serve him very 
well, after a litUe recollection. It was aj^eeable to observe, 
that he was free from the discontent and fretfulness which too 
often molest old age. He, in the summer of that ^reai, walked 
to Rotherhithe, where he dined, and walked home in the even- 
ing. He died Dec 31. 1791. 



d by Google 



M'iAT.67 VARIETY OF ACQUAINTANCE. 139 

couth Robert Levet ; of Lord Thurlow, aad Mr. 
Sastres, the Italian master; and has dined one 
day with the beautiful, gay, and fascinating Lady 
Craven ('), and the next with good Mrs. Gardiner, 
the tallow-chandler, on Snow-hill. (2) 

On my expressing my wonder at his discovering 
so much of the knowledge peculiar to different 
professions, he told me, ^* I learnt what I know of 
law chiefly from Mr. Ballow(^), a very able man. I 
learnt sonie too from Chambers: but was not so 
teachable then. One is not willing to be taught by 

(1) Lord Macartney, wb<H with his other distinguished quali- 
ties, is remarkable also for an elegant pleasantry, told me that he 
met Johnson at Lady Craven'Si and that he seemed jealous 
of any interference. << So,'* said his lordship, smiling, ** I kept 
back, 

(2) This is much exaggerated (see ant^ VoL III. p. 187. n.)« 
His polite acquantance <ud not extend much beyond the drcie 
of Mr, Thrale, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and the members of the 
Club. There is no record that I recollect, of his having dined 
at the table of any peer in London (Lord Lucan, an Irisn peer, 
is hardly an exception): he seems scarcely to have known an 
English bishop, except Dr. Shipley, whom every one knew, and 
Bishop Porteus ; and except bv a few occasional visits at the 
bcu-Ueux assemblies of Mrs. Montagu and Mrs. Vesey, we do 
not tiace him in any thing like fashionable society. This seems 
stranse to us ; for happily, in our day, a literary man of much 
less than Johnson's eminence would be courted into the highest 
and most brilliant ranks of society. Lord Wellesley recollects^ 
with rejgret, the little notice, compared with his posthumous 
reputation, which the fashioriable world seemed to take of John- 
ton. He. was known as a great writer; but his social and cod> 
versational powers were not so generally appreciated. — C. 

(3) There is an account of him in Sir John Hawkins's Life 
c^ Johnson, p. 244. Mr. Thomas Ballow was author of an 
excellent Treatise of Equity, printed anon^jrmously in 1742, and 
lately republished, with very valuable admtions, by John Fon- 
blanque, esq. Mr. Ballow died suddenly in London, July 26. 
1782^ aged seventy-five, and is mentioned in the Gentleman's 
Maffaziue for that year as " a ^eat Greek scholar, and famous 
^or his knowledge of the old philosophy." — M. 
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H yo^g maa.'' When I expressed a wish to know 
more about Mr. Ballow^ Johnson said, << Sir, I 
^^ve seen him but once these twenty years. The 
tide of life has driven us different ways." I was 
sorry at the time to hear this ; but whoever quits 
the creeks of private connections, and fairly gets 
into the great ocean of London, wiU, by impercep- 
tilde degrees, unavoidably experience sudi cessations 
of acquaintance; 

<♦ My knoidedge of physic," he added, *< I learnt 
firom Dr. James, whom I helped in writing the pro- 
posals for his Dictionary, and also a little in the 
Dictionary itself. (^) I also learnt from Dr. Law- 
rence, but was thep grown more stubborn.*' 

A curious incident happened to day, while Mr. 
Thrale and I sat with him. Francis announced 
that a large packet was brought to him from the 
post-office, said to have come from Lisbon, and it 
was charged seven pounds ten shillings. He would 
not receive it, supposing it to be some trick, nor 
did he even look at it But upon inquiry after- 
wards he found that it was a real packet for him» 
from that very friend in the East Indies of whom 
he had been speaking ; and the ship which carried 
it having come to Portugal, this packet with others 
had been put into the post-office at Lisbon. 

I mentioned a new gaming club, of which Mr. 
Beauderk had given me an account, where the 
members played to a desperate extent (*) John- 

(1) I have in TiineDdeaToured to find out what parts Johnsou 
wrote for Dr. James ; perhaps medical men may. 
(fi) Lord Lauderdale informed me that Mr. Pox (a great 



d by Google 



i&ZAT. 67. CARD-PLATINO. l4l 

SON. << Depend upon it, Sir, this b mere talk. Wh& 
is ruined by gaming ? You will not find six in*' 
stances in an age. There is a strange rout made 
about deep play ; whereas you have many more 
people ruined by adventurous trade, and yet we do 
not hear such an outcry against it." Thrale. 
" There may be few absolutely ruined by deep 
play; but very many are much hurt in their cir- 
cumstances by it." Johnson. ** Yes, Sir, and so 
are very many by other kinds of expense." I had 
heard him talk once before in the same manner; 
and at Oxford, he said << he wished he had learned 
to play at cards. (^) The truth, however, is, that he 
loved to display his ingenuity in argument; and 
therefore would sometimes in conversation maintain 
opinions which he was sensible were wrong, but in 
supporting which, his reasoning and wit would be 
most conspicuous. He would begin thus : ** Why. 
Sir, as to the good or evil of card playing r—" 
" Now," said Garrick, " he is thinking which side 
he shall take." He appeared to have a pleasure ikl 
contradiction, especially when any opinion whatever 
was delivered with an air of confidence; so that 
there was hardly any topic, if not one of the great 
truths of religion and morality, that he might not 
have been incited to argue, either for or against. 



authority on this as well as on more important subjects) told him« 
that the deepest pla^ he had ever known was between the year 
1772 and the beginmng of the American war. Lord Lauderdale 
instanced 50001, being staked on a single card at faro. — C. 

(1) See arU^, VoL V. p. 157. 
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j:x)rd Elibank(i) had the highest admiration of his 
powers. He once observed to me, "Whatever 
opinion Johnson maintains, I will not say that he 
convinces me ; but he never fails to show me, that 
he had good reasons for it" I have heard Johnson 
pay his lordship this high compliment : "I never was 
in Lord Elibank's company without learning some- 
thing." 

We sat together till it was too late for the after* 
noon service. Thrale said, he had come with in- 
tention to go to church with us. We went at seven 
to evening prayers at St. Clement's church, after 
having drunk coffee ; an indulgence which I under- 
stand Johnson yielded to on this occasion, in com- 
pliment to Thrale.(0 

On Sunday, April 7., Easter-day, after having 
been at St. Paul's cathedral, I came to Dr. Johnson, 
according to ray usual custom. It seemed to me, 
that there was always something particularly mild 
and placid in his manner upon this holy festival, 
the commemoration of the most joyful event in the 
historv of our world, the resurrection of our Lord 



(1) Patrick Lord Elibank, who died in 1778 (See arU^, 
Vol III. p. 161.). 

(2) This day he himself thus records : — « Though for the 

Sst week I have had an anxious design of comniunicatinff to- 
y, I performed no particular act of devotion, till on Friday I 
went to church. I fasted, though less rigorously than at other 
times. I, by negligence, poured milk into the tea, and, in the 
•ftemoon, drank one dish of coffee with Thrale ; yet at nieht, 
after a fit of drowsiness, I felt myself very much ^sordered by 
emptiness, and called for tea, with peevish and impatient eager- 
ness. My distress was very great.**— Pr. and Med, p. 145. — C 
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and Saviour, who, having triumphed over death and 
the grave, proclaimed immortality to mankind.(i) 

I repeated to him an argument of a lady of my 
acquaintance, who maintained, that her husband s 
having been guilty of numberless infidelities, re- 
leased her from conjugal obligations, because they 
were reciprocal. Johnson. ^^ This is miserable 
stuff, Sir. To the contract of marriage, besides the 
man and wife, there is a third party — society ; and 
if it be considered as a vow — God : and, therefore, 
it cannot be dissolved by their consent alone. Laws 
are not made for particular cases, but for men in 
general. A woman may be unhappy with her hus- 
band ; but she cannot be freed from him without 
the approbation of the civil and ecclesiastical power. 
A man may be unhappy, because he is not so rich 
as another ; but he is not to seize upon another's 
property with his own hand." Boswell. " But> 
Sir, this lady does not want that the contract should 
be dissolved ; she only argues that she may indulge 
herself in gallantries with equal freedom as her 
husband does, provided she takes care not to intro-* 
duce a spurious issue into his family. You know, 

(1 ) Yet with what different colours he paints his own state at 
this moment ! — ** The time is again [come] at which, since the 
death of my poor dear Tetty, on whom God have mercy, I have 
annually commemorated the mystery of redemption, and an- 
nually purposed to amend my life. My reigning sin, to which 
perhaps many others are appendant, is waste of time, and general 
sluggishness, to which I was always inclined, and, in part of my 
life, iiave been almost compelled by morbid melancholy and dis* 
turbance of mind. Melancholy has had in me its paroxysms 
and remissions, but I have not improved the intervals, nor 
sufficiently resisted my natural inclination, or sickly habits.** 
He adds, however: *< In the morning I had at church some 
radiations of comfort.^* — Pr, and Med. p. 145. — C. 
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.fir, what Maerobius has told of Julia.(i) John- 
son. " This lady of yours, Sir, I think, is very fit 
for a brothel." 

Mr» Macbean, author of the '* Dictionary of An* 
cient Greography," came in. He mentioned that he 
had been forty years absent from Scotland. ** Ah, 
Boswelir' said Johnson smiling, << what would you 
give to be forty years from Scotland ?** I said, " I 
ishould not like to be so long absent from the seat of 
my ancestors.'' This gentleman, Mrs. Williams, 
and Mr. Levett, dined with us. 

Dr. Johnson made a remark, which both Mr. 
Macbean and I thought new. It was this: that 
** the law against usury is for the protection of cre- 
ditors as well as debtors ; for if there were no such 
check, people would be apt, from the temptation of 
great interest, to lend to desperate persons, by whom 
they would lose their money. Accordingly, there 
are instances of ladies being ruined, by having in- 
judiciously sunk their fortunes for high annuities, 
which, after a few years, ceased to be paid, in con- 
sequence of the ruined circumstances of the bor« 
rower." 

Mrs. Williams was very peevish (2) ; and I won- 
dered at Johnson's patience with her now, as I had 
often done on similar occasions. The truth is, that 
his humane consideration of the forlorn and indigent 

(1) ** Nunquam enim nisi navi plen& tollo vectorem.** — Lib. 
iL c. yi. 

(2) Boswell was not partial to Mrs. Williams. Peevish she 
probably was : but let it be remembered that she was old, blind, 

gK>r, and a dependent. And see ant^, Vol. J. p. 274., a more 
Tourable account from Malone and Miss Hawkins. — C. 
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State in which this lady was left by her father in- 
duced him to treat her with the utmost tendemessy 
and even to be desirous of procuring her amusement^ 
so as sometimes to incommode many of his friends, 
by carrying her with him to their houses, where, 
from her manner of eating, in consequence of her 
blindness, she could not but offend the delicacy of 
persons of nice sensations. 

After coffee, we went to afternoon service in SL 
Clement's church. Observing some beggars in the 
street as we walked along, I said to him, I supposed 
there was no civilised country in the world where 
die misery of want in the lowest classes of the people 
was prevented. Johnson. " I believe. Sir, there is 
not ; but it is better that some should be unhappy, 
than that none should be happy, which would be 
the case in a general state of equality." 

When the service was ended, I went home with 
him,, and we sat quietly by ourselves. He recom- 
mended Dr. Cheyne's books. I said, I thought 
Cheyne had been reckoned whimsical. << So he was," 
said he, *' in some things ; but there is no end of 
objections. There are few books to which some 
objection or other may not be made." He added, 
" I would not have you read any thing else of 
Cheyne, but his book on Health, and his < English 
Malady.'" 

Upon the question whether a man who had been 
guilty of vicious actions would do well to force him- 
self into solitude and sadness ? Johnson. *^ No, 
Sir, unless it prevent him from being vicious again. 
With some people, gloomy penitence is only mad'* 

VOL. VI. L 
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ne69 turned upside down. A man may be gloomy^ 
tiU, in order to be relieved firom gloom, be has re-» 
course again to criminal indulgencies." 

On Wednesday, 10th April, I dined with him at 
Mr« Tlirale's, where were Mr. Murphy and some other 
eompony. B^ore dinner, Dr. Johnson and I passed 
son^e time by ourselves. I was sorry to find it waa 
now resolved that the proposed journey to Italy 
should not take place this year. He said, <^ I am 
disappcHnted, to be sure ; but it is not a great dis- 
appointment." I wondered to see him bear, with a 
philosophical calmness^ what would have made most 
peopk; peevish and fretful. (^) I perceived that 
he had so warmly cherished the hope of enjoying 
classical scenes, that he could not easily part with 
the scheme; for he said, <<I shall probably contrive 
to get to Italy some other way. (^) But I won't 
mention it to Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, as it might vex 
them." I suggested that going to Italy might have: 
done Mr. and Mrs. Thrale good. Johnson. *< I 
rather believe not. Sir. While grief is fresh, every 
attempt to divert only irritates. You must wait 

(1) That he cordially assented to the reasons which oper- 
ated on the minds of Mr. and Mrs. Thrale to postpone the jour- 
ney, appears from bis letter to the lady : — < April 9. 1776. Mr. 
Thrale*s alteration of purpose is not weakness of resolution ; it 
is a wise man's compliance with the change of things, and 
with the new duties which the change produces. Whoever ex- 
pects me to be angry will be disappointed. I do not even grieve 
at the effect; I only grieve for the cause.*" His desire, how- 
ever, to go abroad was, says Mrs. Piozzi, << very great ; and he 
had a longing wish, too, to leave some Latin verses at the 
Grand Chartreux. " — C. 

(£) He probably may have had some idea of accompanying 
his fnend Mr. Saunders Welsh, who went to Italy in the May of 
this year. See post^ Feb. 1778. — C 
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till grief be dige^ted^ and then amusement will dis&i- 
pate the remains of it/' 

At dinner, Mr* Murphy entertained us with the 
history of Mr. Jo^^^ Simpson (^), a schoolfellow of 
Dr. Johnson's, a bcMrrister at law, of good parts, but 
who fell into a dissipated course of life, incompatible 
with that success in his profession which he once 
had,andwouldotherwisehavedeseryedly maintained; 
yet he still preserved a digni^ in his deportmeqtt 
He wrote a tragedy on the story of Leonidas, entitled 
<< The Patriot." He read it to a company of lawyen^ 
who found so many faults that he wrote it over again: 
so then there were twQ tragedies on the same dul^ect 
and with the same title. Dr. Johnson told us, that 
one of them was still in his possession. Thiitf very 
piece was, after his dei^th, published by some perv 
son who had been about him, and, for the sake of 
a little hasty profit, was Mlaciousty advertised so 
as to mskt it be believed to have been written 
by Johnson himself* 

I said, I disliked the custom which some people 
had of bringing their children into company, because 
it in a manner forced us to pay foolish compliments 
tb please their parents. Johnson. '< You are right, 
Sir. We may be excused for not caring much about 
other people's children, for there are many who care 
very little about their own children. It may be ob- 
served, that men who, from being engaged in bun- 

(O See on^ VoL IL p. 109., his letter to this gentleman 
the author of *' Reflections on the Endowments required for 
the Study of the Law ; " a work of some merits and which passed 
through sereral editions, i— C. 

L 2 
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nesd, or from their course of life in whatever waji 
seldom see their children, do not care much about 
them. I myself should not have had much fondness 
for a child of my own." Mrs. Thrale. " Nay, Sir, 
how can you talk so ? " Johnson. " At least, I 
never wished to have a child." Q) 

Mr. Murphy mentioned Dr. Johnson's having a 
design to publish an edition of Cowley. Johnson 
^d, he did not know but he should ; and he ex- 
pressed his disapprobation of Dr. Hurd, for having 
published a mutilated edition under the title of 
** Select Works of Abraham Cowley." Mr. Murphy 
thought it a bad precedent; observing, that any 
author might be used in the same manner, and 
that it was pleasing to see the variety of an author's 
compositions at different periods. 

We talked of Flatman's Poems ; and Mrs.Thrale 
observed, that Pope had partly borrowed from him 
** The Dying Christian to his Soul." Johnson re- 
peated Rochester's verses upon Flatman (2), which 
I think by much too severe : — 

(1)1 was once relatins to him how Dr. Collier (of the Com 
mons) observed, that the love one bore to children was from the 
anticipation one's mmd made while one contemplated them: 
** We hope,** says he, **that they will some time make wise men, 
or amiable women ; and we suffer them to take up our affection 
beforehand. One cannot love lumps of flesh, and little infants 
are nothing more.** " On the contrary,*' says Johnson, " one 
can scarcely help wishing, while one fondles a baby, that it may 
uever live to become a man ; for it is so probable that when ha 
becomes a man, he should be sure to end in a scoundreL" 
Girls were less displeasing to him ; « for as their temptations 
were fewer,'* he said, " their virtue in this life, and happiness in 
tiie next, were less improbable ; and he loved,** he said, « to see 
a knot of little misses dearly.'* — Piozzi. 

(2) [Thomas Flatman was bom about 1635, and died in 1688; 
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^ Nor that slow drudge in swift Pindaric strains^ 
Flatman, who Cowley imitates with pains, 
And rides a jaded muse, whipt with loose reins.** 

I like to recollect all the passages that I heard 
Johnson repeat : it stamps a value on them. 

He told us that the book entitled " The Lives of 
the Poets,** by Mr. Gibber, was entirely compiled by 
Mr. Shiels (^), a Scotchman, one of his amanuenses. 
** The booksellers," said he, " gave Theophilus Gib- 
ber, who was then in prison, ten guineas to allow 
Mr. Gibber to be put upon the title-page, as the au- 
thor ; by this, a double imposition was intended ; 
in the first place, that it was the work of a Gibber 
at all ; and, in the second place, that it was the 
work of old Gibber.'* 

Mr. Murphy said, that " The Memoirs of Graj's 

Life set him much higher in his estimation than hi^ ^ .^ .. (^ 
poems did : for you there saw a man constantly at 
work in literature." Johnson acquiesced in tliis; 
but depreciated the book, I thought, very unreason- 
ably. For he said, " I forced myself to read it, only 
because it was a common topic of conversation. I 
found it mighty dull ; and, as to the style, it is fit 
for the second table." Why he thought so I was at 
a loss to conceive. He now gave it as his opinion. 



« He really excelled as an artist : a man must want ears for 
harmony that can admire his poetry, and even want eyes that 
can cease to admire his painting. One of his heads is worth a 
ream of his pindarics.** — GaAMOKa, vol. iv. p. 54.] 

(1) Here followed, in the former editions, a note containing 
a lone extract from the Monthly Review for 1792, controverting 
the a]Sove assertion, which on account dT its length, has now 
been thrown into the Appendix* See No. I. — C. 

J 3 
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that " Akenside was a superior poet both to Gray 
and Mason." 

Talking of the Reviews, Johnson said, " 1 think 
them very impartial : I do not know an instance of 
partiality.*' He mentioned what had passed upon 
the subject of the Monthly and Critical Reviews, in 
the conversation with which his Majesty had hon- 
oiured him. (') He expatiated a little more on them 
this evening. " The Monthly Reviewers," said he, 
" are not Deists ; but they are Christians with as 
little Christianity as may be; and are for pulling 
down all establishments. The Critical Reviewers 
are for supporting the constitution both in church 
and state. The Critical Reviewers, I believe, often 
review without reading the books through ; but lay 
hold of a topic, and write chiefly from their own 
minds. The Monthly Reviewers are duller men, 
and are glad to read the books through.*' 

He talked of Lord Lyttelton's extreme anxiety as 
an author ; observing, that " he was thirty years in 
preparing hb history, and that he employed a man 
to point it for him ; as if (laughing) another man 
could point his sense better than himself (2)." Mr 
Murphy said^ he understood his history was kept 



(1) [See ami. Vol. III. p. 25.] 

{2} It tnxv be doubted whether Johiiton*8 dislike of Lord 
Lyttelton did not here lead him into an error. Persons not so 
habituated with the details of printing as he was may have been 
less expert at the use of the.ie conventional signs. Lord Byron 
wrote to Mr. Murray ; ** Do you know any one who can step 9 
I mean pdiUy commas^ ard so forth, for I am, I fear, a sad hand 
at your punctuation.*'— il/oore's Life oj Bynm^ toI. i. p. 417. 
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back several years for fear of Smollett Q) Johnson. 
" This seems strange to Murphy and me, who never 
felt that anxiety, but sent what he wrote to the 
press, and let it take its chance/' Mrs. Thrale. 
<* The time has been, Sir, when you felt it" John- 
son. '<Why really. Madam, I do not recollect a 
time when that was the case." 

Talking of << The Spectatoir," he said, <' It is won- 
derful that there is such a proportion of bad papers, 
in the half of the work which was not written by 
Addison ; for there was all the world to write ikat 
half, yet not a half of that half is good. One of the 
finest pieces in the English language id the paper on 
Novelty [No. 626.], yet we do not hear it talked of. 
It was written by Grove (2), a dissenting teacher" 
He would not, I perceived, call him a clergfman^ 
thongh he was candid enough to allow very great 
merit to his composition. Mr. Murphy said, h^ 
remembered when there were several people alive 
in London, who enjoyed a considerable reputation 
merely from having written a paper in " The Spec- 
tator." He mentioned particularly Mr. Ince, who 
used to frequent Tom's coffee-house. " But," said 
Johnson, ^you must consider how highly Steele 
speaks of Mr. Ince." [No. SSS*"^ He would not allow 
that the paper [No.S64.] on carrying a boy to travel, 
signed Philip Homebred, which was reported to be 
written by the Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, haa 

(1 ) [Df . Smollett was for some time editor of the Critical Re- 
view.] 

(2) [Henrj Grove was bom at Taunton in 1683, and died in 
1737. His posthumous works were published by subscription, 
in 4 Tols. Syo. in 1*^40.] 

L 4 
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merit He said, *^ it was quite vulgi^, and had 
nothing luminous." 

Johnson mentioned Dr. Barry's (i) System of 
Physic. " He was a man," said he, " who had ac- 
quired a high reputation in Dublin, came over to 
England, and brought his reputation with him, but 
had not great success. His notion was, that pula-» 
ation occasions death by attrition ; and that, there- 
fore, the way to preserve life is to retard pulsation. 
But we know that pulsation is strongest in infants, 
and that we increase in growth while it operates in 
its regular course ; so it cannot be the cause of de^ 
struction." Soon after this, he said something very 
flattering to Mrs. Thrale, which I do not recollect ; 
but it concluded with wishing her long life. ^* Sir/' 
said I, " if Dr. Barry's system be true, you have 
now shortened Mrs. Thrale's life, perhaps some 
minutes, by accelerating her pulsation." 

LxTnB245. TO MISS REYNOLDS. 

"April 11. 1776. 
'' Dearest Madam^ — To have acted^ with regard to 
you^ in a manner eiUier unfriendly or disrespectful; 
would give me great pain ; and^ I hope, will he always 
very contrary to my intention. That I staid away was 
merely accidental. I have seldom dined from home ; 
and I did not think ir.y opinion necessary to your in- 
formation in any proprieties of behaviour. The poor 
parents of the child are much grieved, and much de- 
jected. The journey to Italy is put off, but they go to 
Bath on Monday. A visit from you wUl be well ta&en^ 

(1) Sir Edward Barry, Baronet. — B. — He published, in 
1775. a curious work on the Wines of the Ancients. — C* 
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and I think your intimacy is such that you may yery 
properly pay it in a morning. I am sure that it will 
be diought seasonable and kind^ and I wish you not to 
omit it. I am^ dear Madam^ &c. Sam. Johnson." 

On Thursday, April 11., I dined with him at Ge- 
neral Paoli's, in whose house I now resided, and 
where I had ever afterwards the honour of being 
entertained with the kindest attention as his constant 
guest, while I was in London, till I had a house of 
my own there. I mentioned my having that mom- « y . 
ing introduced to Mr. Garrick, Count Neni, a Flemish V yL p^\ 
nobleman of great rank and fortune, to whom Gar* 
rick talked of Abel Drugger as a BmaU part; and 
related, with pleasant vanity, that a Frenchman, 
who had seen him in one of his low characters, es- 
(daimed, " Comment ! je ne le crois pets. Ce n*est 
pcLs Monsieur Garrick, ce grand homme!" Garrick / * 
added, with an appearance of grave recollection, 
" If I were to begin life again, I think I should not 
play those low characters." Upon which I observed, 
" Sir, you would be in the wrong, for your great 
excellence is your variety of playing, your repre- 
senting so well characters so very different." 
Johnson. " Garrick, Sir, was not in earnest in i 
what he said : for, to be sure, his peculiar excellence 
is his variety ; and, perhaps, there is not any one 
character which has not been as well acted by some- 
body else, as he could do it." Boswell. " Why 
then, Sir, did he talk so?" Johnson. "Why, 
Sir, to make you answer as you did." Boswell* 
^ I don't know, Sir ; he seemed to dip deep into his 
mind for the reflection." Johnson. " He had not 
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; far to dip, Sir ; he had said the same thing, pro- 

l bably, twenty times before." 

Of a nobleman raised at a very early period to 
high office, he said, " His parts. Sir, are pretty well 
for a lord ; but would not be distinguished in a man 
who had nothing ebe but his parts." 

A journey to Italy was still in his thoughts. He 
said, '* A man who has not been in Italy is always 
conscious of an inferiority, from his not having seen 
what it is expected a man should see. The grand 
object of travelling is to see the shores of the Medi- 
terranean. On those shores were the four great 
empires of the world ; the Assyrian, the Persian, 
the Grecian, and the Roman. All our religion, 
almost all our law, almost all our arts, almost all 
that sets us above savages, has come to us from the 
shores of the Mediterranean." The General ob- 
served, that <<Th£ Mediterranean would be a 
noble subject for a poem." 

We talked of translation. I said, I could not de- 
fine it, nor could I think of a similitude to illustrate 
it; but that it appeared to me the translation of 
poetry could be only imitation. Johnson. << You 
may translate books of science exactly. You may 
also translate history, in so far as it is not embellished 

I with oratory, which is poetical. Poetry, indeed, 

! cannot be translated ; and, therefore, it is the poets 
that preserve languages ; for we would not be at the 
trouble to learn a language, if we could have all 
that is written in it just as well in a translation. But 
gs the beauties of poetry cannot be preserved in 
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any language except that in which it was originallj 
written, we learn the language." 

A gentleman maintained that the art of printing 
had hurt real learning, by disseminating idle writ- 
ings. Johnson. " Sir, if it had not been for the 
art of printing, we should now have no learning at 
all ; for books would have perished faster than they 
could have been transcribed." This observation 
seems not just, considering for how many ages books 
were preserved by writing alone. (*) 

The same gentleman maintained, that a general 
diffusion of knowledge among a people was a disad- 
vantage; for it made the vulgar rise above their 
humble sphere. Johnson. " Sir, while knowledge 
is a distinction, those who are possessed of it will '^ 
naturally rise above those who are not Merely to "7 7^ 
read and write was a distinction at first ; but we see 
when reading and writing have become general, the 
common people keep their stations. And so, were 
higher attainments to become general, the effect 
would be the same.'* 

" Goldsmith," he said, " referred every thing to 
vanity; his virtues and his vices too were from that 
motive. He was not a social man. He never ex- 
changed mind with you." (2) 

(1) The author did not recollect that of the books preserved 
(and an infinite number was lost) all were confined to two lao- 

fuages. In modem times and modem languages, France and 
taly alone produce more books in a given time uian Greece and 
Home: put England, Spain, Germany, and the northern king- 
doms out of the question. — Blakxwat. 

(2) This seems not quite clear. Poor Goldnnith was, in tbp 
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We spent the evening at Mr. Hoole's. Mr. 
Mickle, the excellent translator of <' The Lusiad/' 
was there. I have preserved little of the conversa- 
tion of this evening. Dr. Johnson said, ** Thomson 
had a true poetical genius, the power of viewing 
every thing in a poetical light His fault is such a 
doud of words sometimes, that the sense can hardly 
peep through. Shiek, who compiled < Gibber's Lives 
of the Poets,* was one day sitting with me. I took 
down Thomson, and read aloud a large portion 
of him, and then asked, — Is not this fine ? Shiels 
having expressed the highest admiration — ^Well, 
^ir,* said I, <I have omitted every other line.'" 

I related a dispute between Goldsmith and Mr* 
Robert Dodsley, one day when they and I were 
dining at Tom Davies's, in 1762. Groldsmith as- 
serted, that there was no poetry produced in this 
age. Dodsley appealed to his own collection, and 
maintained, that though you could not find a palace 
like Dryden's " Ode on St Cecilia's Day," you had 
villages composed of very pretty houses; and hfi 
mentioned particularly <<The Spleen." Johnson. 
^ I think Dodsley gave up the question. He and 
Goldsmith said the same thing ; only he said it in a 
softer manner than Goldsmith did ; for he acknow- 



ordinary sense of the word, todal and communicative to a fault. 
Dr. Johnson no doubt meant, that he was too much of an 
egotist, and too eager in conversation, to be a man of agreeable 
social habits; and although he had no reserve whatsoever, and 
opened whatever he had m his mind with the utmost confidence 
of indiscretion (seepamm), yet never exchanged minds; that is, 
"be never patiently mtercfuaiged opinions. — C* 
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Sedged there was no poetry, nothing that towered 
above the common mark. You may find wit and 
humour in verse, and yet no poetry, * Hudibras' 
has a profusion of these ; yet it is not to be reck- 
oned a poem. * The Spleen,* in Dodsley's collec- 
tion, on which you say he chiefly rested, is not 
poetry." Boswell. "Does not Gr ay's poet ry, 
Sir, tower above the common mark ?" JohnsonT' 
" Yes, Sir ; but we must attend to the difference be- 
tween what men in general cannot do if they would, 
and what every man may do if he would. Sixteen- 
Atring Jack (*) towered above the common mark.** 
BoswELL. " Then, Sir, what is poetry ? " John- 
son. " Why, Sir, it is much easier to say what it is 
not We all know what light is ; but it is not easy 
to tell what it is." (2) 

On Friday, April 12., I dined with him at ou? 
friend Tom Davies's, where we met Mr.Cradock (3), 
of Leicestershire, author of " Zobeide," a tragedy; 
a very pleasing gentleman, to whom my friend Dr. 
Farmer's very excellent Essay on the Learning of 
Shakspeare is addressed; and Dr. Harwood, who 
has written and published various works, par- 

(1) A noted highwayman, who, after havinff been several 
times tried and acquitted, was at last hanged. He was remark- 
able for foppery in his dress, and particularly for wearing a 
bunch of sixteen strings at the knees of his breeches. 

(2) Gray, he said, was the very Torr6 of poetry; he played 
his coruscations so speciously, that his steel dust is mistaken by 
many for a shower or gold. — Hawkins. — Torr6 was a foreigner 
who, some years ago, exhibited a variety of splendid fire-works 
at Marybone Gardens^ — C. 

(S) Who has since published " Memoirs of his own Timtt," 
.of which I have made occasional use.-— C. 
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ticolarly a fimtastical translation of the New Tes- 
tament, in modem phrase, and with a Socinian 
twist (0 

I introduced Aristotle's doctrine, in his ^< Art of 
Poetry," of *' xaBafat^ mv va0i9/utaT«y, the purg- 
ing of the passions," as the purpose of tragedy. Q) 
" But how are the passions to be purged by terror 
and pity?" said I. with an assumed air of ignorance, 
to incite him to talk, for which it was often neces- 
sary to employ some address. Johnson. " Why, 
Sir, you are to consider what b the meaning of 
purging in the original sense. It is to expel impu- 
rities from the human body. The mind is subject 
to the same imperfection. The passions are the 
great movers of human actions ; but they are mixed 
with such impurities, that it is necessary they should 
be purged or refined by means of terror and pity. 
For instance, ambition is a noble passion ; but by 
seeing upon the stage, that a man who is so exces- 
sively ambitious as to raise himself by injustice is 
punished, we are terrified at the fatal consequence? 
of such a passion. In the same manner, a certain 
degree of resentment b necessary; but if we see 
that a man carries it too far, we pity the object of 
it, and are taught to moderate that passion." My 
record upon thb occasion does great injustice to 



classic 



(1^ He is more ad\'Bntageously known by a work on the 

BUBUCS. — C. 

(8) See an ingenious essay on this subject by the late Dr. 
Moor, Greek professor at Glasgow. — 6. — See also a learned 
note on this passage of Aristotle, by Mr. Twining, in his ad- 
mirable translation of the Poetics, in which the various expla- 
nations of other critics are considered, and in which Dr. Moor*s 
essay is particularly discussed. —J. Boswxll, jim. 
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Tohnsons expression, which was so forcible and 
brilliant, that Mr. Cradock whispered me, << O thai 
hfe words were written in a book ! " 

I observed, the great defect of the tragedy of 1 
*^ Othellg" was, that it had not a moral ; for that no 
man could resist the circumstances of suspicion: 
which were artt^Uy suggested to Othello's mind. 
Johnson. << In ihe first place, Sir, we learn from 
Othello this very useful moral, not to make an un-^. 
equal match ; in the second place, we learn not to 
yield too readily to suspicion. The handkerchief is 
merely a trick, though a very pretty trick ; but there 
are no other circumstances of reasonable suspicion^ 
except what is related by lago of Cassio's warm ex^ 
pressions concerning Desdemona in his 8leq> ; and 
that depended entirely upon the assertion of one 
man. No, Sir, I think Othello has more moral than 
almost any play.*' 

Talking of a penurious gentleman of our acquaint- 
ance, Johnson said, *^ Sir, he is narrow, not so much 
from ayarice, as from impotence to spend his money. 
He cannot find in his heart to pour out a bottle of 
wine ; but he would not much care if it should sour." 

He said, he wished to see " John Dennis's Cri- 
tical Works" collected. Davies »aid> they would 
not sell. Dr. Johnson seamed to think otherwise. 

Davies said of a weU-known dramatic author ('), 
that << he lived upon potted storiesy and that he made 
hift way as Hannibal did, by vinegar; having begun 
by attacking people, particularly the players." 

(*) Sir James Mackintosh thought CumberlaDd wasmeant^ 
1 am now satisfied that it was Arthur JMurphy . — C. 183& 
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He reminded Dr. Johnson of Mr. Murphy's hav^ 
ing paid him the highest compliment that ever waa 
paid to a layman, by asking his pardon for repeat-* 
ing some oaths in the course of telling a story. Q) 

Johnson and I supped this evening at the Crown 
and Anchor tavern, in company with Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, Mr. Langton, Mr.Naime, now one of the 
Scotch judges, with the title of Lord Dunsinan (2), 
and my very worthy friend. Sir William Forbes, of 
Pitsligo. 

We discussed the question, whether drinking im- 
proved conversation and benevolence. Sir Joshua 
maintained, it did. Johnson. <<No, Sir: before 
dinner men meet with great inequality of under^ 
standing ; and those who are conscious of their in- 
feriority have the modesty not to talk. When they 
have drunk wine, every man feels himself happy, 
and loses that modesty, and grows impudent and 
. vociferous : but he is not improved : he is only not 
:■> .A I- K, sensible of his defects^' Sir Joshua said the Doctor 
was talking of the effects of excess in wine ; but that 
a moderate glass enlivened the mind, by giving a 
proper circulation to the blood. << I am," said he, 
^ in very good spirits^ when I get up in the morning. 
By dinner-time I am exhausted ; wine puts me in 
the same state as when I got up : and I am sure 

(1) When a man of some note was talking before him, and 
interlarding his stories with oaths, Johnson said, '< Sir, all this 
swearing will do nothing for our story ; 1 beg you will not 
swear.** The narrator went on swearing: Jonnsonsaid, *'l 
must a^n entreat you not to swear.** He swore again ; Johiv> 
son quitted the room. — Hawkins. 

(2) See ant^t VoL IV. p. 48. — C. 
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that moderate drinking makes people talk better.*' 
Johnson. ''No, Sir; wine gives not light, gay, 
ideal, hilarity; but tumultuous, noisy, clamorous 
merriment. I have heard none of those drunken, — 
nay, drunken is a coarse wordj — none of those 
vinous flights." Sir Joshua. '' Because you have 
sat by, quite sober, and felt an envy of the happi- 
ness of those who were drinking." Johnson. '' Per- 
haps, contempt. And, Sir, it is not necessary to be 
drunk one's self, to relish the wit of drunkenness. = 
Do we not judge of the drunken wit of the dialogue 
between lago and Cassio, the most excellent in its 
kind, when we are quite sober ? Wit is wit, by 
whatever means it is produced ; and, if good, will 
appear so at all times. I admit that the spirits are 
raised by drinking, as by the common participation 
of any pleasure : cock-fighting or bear-baiting will 
raise the spirits of a company, as drinking doe^ 
though surely they will not improve conversation. 
I also admit, that there are some sluggish men who 
are improved by drinking ; as there are fruits which 
are not good till they are rotten. There are such 
men, but they are medlars. I indeed allow that 
there have been a very few men of talents who were 
improved by drinking; but I maintain that I am 
right as to the effects of drinking in general : and 
let it be considered, that there is no position, how- 
ever false in its universality, which is not true of 
some particular man." Sir William Forbes said, 
<' Might not a man warmed with wine be like a 
bottle of beer, which is made brisker by being set 

VOI . VI. M 
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befbre ike fire." '^Nay/' said Jolmson, Un^hiiig 
'' I cannot answer that : that is too much for me.'' 

I observed, that wine did some peoj^e harm, by 
inflamii^, oonfusing, and irritating tiieir minds ; but 
that the experience of mankind had dedared in fa- 
vour of moderate drinking. JonKSON. " Sir, I do 
not say it is wrong to produce self-complacency by 
drinking; I only deny that it improves the mind.. 
When I drank wine (0> ^ scorned to drink it when 
in company. I Inve drunk many a bottle by my* 
self; in the first place, because I had need of it to 
n&e iny s|)irits; in the second place, because I would 
h^ve nobody to witness its effects upon me." (^) 

He told us, <' almost all 4iis Ramblers were vnnU 
ten just as they were wanted for the press ; that he 
sent a certain portion of the copy of an essay, and 

(1) At one period of his life, however, he was reconciled ta 
the bottle. Sweet wines were his chief favourites ; when none 
of these were before him, he would sometimes drink port with a 
lump of sugar in every glass. The strongest liquors, and in 
very large ouantities^ produced no other effect on Uun than 
moderate eznilaration. Once, and but once, he is known to 
have had his dose: a circumstance which he himself discovered, 
on finding one or his sesquipedalian words hang fire ; he then 
started up, and gravely observed, — I think it time we should go 
to bed. ** After a ten years* forbearance of every fluid except 
tea and sherbet, I drank,** said he, « one glass of wine to th« 
health of Sir Joshua Reynolds, on the evening of the day on 
which he was knighted. I never swallowed another drop, till 
old Madeira was prescribed to me as a cordial during my present 
indisposition ; but this liquor did not relish as formerly, and 
I therefore discontinued it.** — Hawkins. 

(2) See anti. Vol. I. p. 296. ; but I must observe, on the as- 
sertion made there by Mrs. Piozzi, ** that the paper on Procras- 
tination was written in Sir Joshua Reynolds*s parlour;** — tha. 
both she and Mr. Boswell appear to have been in error as to th« 
date of the acquaintance b^ween Sir Joshua and Dr. Johnson. 
See ant^, VoL I. p. 291. n. 2. « The Rambler** was endad b^ 
fore they could have been acquainted. — C 
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wrote the remainiler, while the former part of it wai 
printing. When it was wanted, and he had furly 
sat down to it, he was sure it would be done." 

He said, that, for general improvement, a mat '^ 
should read whatever his immediate inclination 
prompts him to ; though, to be sure, if a man has a 
science to learn, he must regularly and resolutely 
advance. He added, '< What we read with inclin- 
ation makes a much stronger impression. If we read 
without inclination, lialf the mind is employed in I 
fixing the attention ; so there is but one half to be 
employed on what we read." He told us, he read 
Fielding's " Amelia" through without stopping. Q} 
He said, " If a man begins to read in the middle of 
a book, and feels an inclination to go on, let him 
not quit it, to go to the beginning. He may, per- 
haps, not feel again the inclination.** ^^-^\jfeA^ 

Sir Joshua mentioned Mr. Cumberland's <<Odes," 
which were just published. Johnson. " Why, Sir, 
they would have been thought as good as odes com- 
monly are, if Cumberland had not put his name to 
them ; but a name immediately draws censure, un« 
less it be a name that bears down every thing before 

(1 ) We have here an involuntary testimony to the excellence 
of this admirable writer, to whom we have seen that Dr. John- 
son direcUy allowed so little merit. — B. -~ Johnson appears to 
have been particularly pleased with the character of the heroine 
of this noveL << His attention to veracity," says Mrs. Fiozzi, 
"was without equal or example;** and when I mentioned Cla- 
rissa as a perfect character, « On the contrary,'* said he, « you 
may observe there is always something which she prefers to 
truth.'* ** Fieldinfl;'8 Amelia was the most pleasing heroine of 
all the romancesj'^he said ; << but that vile broken nose, never 
cured, ruined the sale of perhaps the only book, of which, being 
printed oS (pufMshedf) betimes one mornings a new edition was 
called for before night.** — Anecdotes, p. 221— M. 
M 2 
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it Nay, Cumberland has made his ^Odes* subsi- 
diary to the fame of another man. Q) They might 
have run well enough by thenaselves; but he has 
not only loaded them with a name, but has made 
them carry double." 

We talked of the reviews, and Dr. Johnson spoke 
of them as he did at Thrale's. Sir Joshua said, 
what I have often thought, that he wondered to find 
so much good writing employed in them, when the 
authors were to remain unknown, and so could not 
have the motive of fame. Johnson. **Nay, Sir, 
those who write in them, write well, in order to be 
paid well." 

LKTTX&246. TO MISS REYNOLDS. 

« April 15. 1776. 

^' Dearest Madam^ — When you called on Mrsb 
Thrale, I find by enquiry that she was really abroad. 
The same thing happened to Mrs. Montagu^ of which I 
beg you to inform her, for she went likewise by my 
opinion. The denial, if it had been feigned, would not 
have pleased me. Your visits, however, are kindly paid, 
and very kindly taken. We are going to Bath this 
morning ; but I could not part without telling you the 
real state of your visit. — I am, dearest Madam, &c. 

" Sam. Johnson." 

Soon after this day, he went to Bath with Mr. 
and Mrs. Thrale. I had never seen that beautiful 
city, and wished to take the opportunity of visiting 
it while Johnson was there. Having written to him, 
I received the following answer : — 

(1) Mr. Romney, the painter, who has now desenredly esta- 
blished a high reputation. 
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Lbttek 247. TO JAMES BOSWELL» ESQ. 

'^ Dear Sib, — Why do you talk of neglect ? When 
did I neglect you ? If you will come to Bath, we shall 
kll be glad to see you. Come therefore, as soon as you 
can. — But I have a little business for you at London. 
Bid Francis look in the paper drawer of the chest of 
drawers in my bed-chamber, for two cases ; one for the 
attorney-general, and one for the solicitor.general. 
They lie, I think, at the top of my papers ; oti^erwia^ 
they are somewhere else, and will give me more trouble. 

^^ Please to write to me immediately, if they can be 
found. Make my compliments to all our friends round 
the world, and to Mrs. Williams at home. — I am, Sir, 
your, &c 

" Sam. Johnson. 

'^ Search for the papers as soon as you can, that, if 
it is necessary, I may write to you again before you 
come down." 

On the 26th April, I went to Bath ; and on my 
arrival at the Pelican inn, found lying for me an 
obliging invitation from Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, by 
whom I was agreeably entertained almost constantly 
during my stay. They were gone to the rooms; 
but there was a kind note from Dr. Johnson, that he 
should sit at home all the evening. I went to him 
directly ; and before Mr. and Mrs. Thrale returned, 
we had by ourselves some hours of teardrinking and 
talk. 

I shall group together such of his sayings as I 
preserved during the few days that I was at Bath. 

Of a person Q) who differed from him in politicsy 

(1) Mr. Burke. -. C. 
M 3 
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he saidy ^' Ih ^riv«t& life he k a very honest gentle* 

man; but I wiU not allow him to be so in public 

/ life. People m€^ be honesty though they are doing 

/wrong: that is, between their Maker and thenu 

I But we, who are snfiering by their pernicious con- 

' duct, are to destroy them. We are swe thai 

[Burke] acts from interest We know what his 

genuine principles were. (*) They who allow their 

passions to confound the distinctions between right 

and wrong, are criminaL They may be convinced ; 

but they have not come honestly by their convio* 

tion.*' 

It having been mentioned, I know not with what 
truth, that a certain female political writer (^), whose 
doctrines he disliked, had of kkte become very fond 
of dress, sat hours together at her toilet, and eveil 
put on rouge : Johnson. ^' She is better employed 
at her toilet, than using her pen. It is better she 
should be reddening her own cheeks, than blacken- 
infg other peojde's characters." 

He told us that << Addison wrote Budgell's papers 
in the Spectator, at least mended them so much 
that he made them aknost his own ; and that Draper, 
Tonson*s partner, assured Mrs. Johnson, that the 
much admired Epilogue to < The Distressed Mother,* 
which came out in Budgell's name, was in reality 
written by Addison." 

(i) He nleans, that, in earlier life, they, at the Club, knew that 
Bdrke was not what Johnson would caU a Whig. Mr. Burkt 
ended as he began — 

** This sun of empire, where he rose, he set ! **— . C. 
(2) Mis. Macaulay. <^ C. 
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'< The mode of governmeiit by one may be ill 
adapted to a small society, but is best for a great 
natior^ The eharacteristic of our own government 
at present is imbecility. The magistrates dare not 
call the guards for fear of being hanged. The guards 
will not come for fear of being given up to the blind 
rage of popular juries." 

Of the father Q) of one of our friends he observed, 
** He never clarified his notions, by filtrating them 
through other minds. He had a canal upon his 
estate, where at one place the bank was too low. I 
dug the canal deeper," said he. 

He told me that '< so long ago as 1748, he had 
read ' The Grave,' a Poem (2), but did not like it 
much.'* I differed from him ; for though it b not 
equal throughout, and is seldom elegantly correct, it 
abounds in solemn thought and poetical imagery 
beyond the conmion reach. The world has differed 
from him ; for the poem has passed through many 
editions, and is still much read by people of a serious 
cast of mind. Ma^ /aatwxXJk ^-^ C 

A literary lady of large fortune was mentioned, as 

(1) The elder Mr. Langton.— -fiatnfc. Mem, 

(S) I am sorry that there are no memoirs <^ the Rev. Robert 
Blair, the author of this poem. He was the representative of 
Che ancient family of Blair of Blair, in Ayrshire; but the estate 
had descended to a female, and afterwards passed to Uie um of 
her husband br another marriage. He was minister of the 
pariah of Athelstaneford, where Mr. Jdbn Home was his suc- 
cessor; 80 that it may truly be called classic ground. His son, 
who is of the same name^ and a man eminent fbr talents and 
learnings is now, with universal approbation, solicitor-general of 
Scotland. — B. [A life of Blair tenven in the editions of the . 
English Poets by Anderson and C&lmcn. He died in 174& 
in his fortj*8eventh year.] 

M4 
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one who did good to many, but by no means ^< by 
stealth ; ** and instead of >' blushing to find it fame,'' 
acted evidently from vanity. Johnson. "I have 
seen no beings who do as much good from benevo- 
lence^ as she does, from whatever motive. If there 
are such under the earth, or in the clouds, I wish 
they would come up, or come down. What Soamfe 
Jenyns says upon this subject is not to be minded ; 
he is a wit. No, Sir ; to act from pure benevolence 
is not possible for finite beings. Human benevo- 
lence is mingled with vanity, interest, or some other 
motive." 0) 

He would not allow me to praise a lady (2) then 
at Bath ; observing, ^' She does not gain upon me. 
Sir ; I think her empty-headed." He was, indeed, 
a stern critic upon characters and manners. Even 
Mrs. Thrale did not escape his friendly animadver- 
sion at times. When he and I were one day en- 
deavouring to ascertain, article by article, how one 
^f our friends (3) could possibly spend as much 

^1) The pension Mrhich Mrs. Montagu had lately settled on 
Miss Williams (see ante, p. 29. ) wouM naturally account for 
this defence of that lady's beneficence, but it seems also to have 
induced Johnson to speak of her intellectual powers in a strain 
of panegyric as excessire as his former depreciation. Miss Rey- 
nolds relates, that she had heard him spe^ of Mrs. Montagu m 
terms of high admiration. ** Sir," he would say, ** that lady 
exerts more mind in conversation than any person I ever met 
with : Sir, she displays such powers of ratiocination— such ra-^ 
diations of intellectual excellence as are amazing ! '* — C. 

(2) This has been supposed to be Miss Hannah More ; yet it 
seems hard to conceive in what wayward fancy he could call her 
« empty-headed.'* — C. — I am glad to find, from Hannah 
More*s Letters recently publish^, that my doubt was well 
founded. She was at tins time in London, and could not have 
been the person meant. — C. 1835.. 
8) Mr. Langton. — C. 
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money in his family as he told us he did, she iiite» 
rupted us by a lively extravagant sally, on the ex- 
pense of clothing his children, describing it in a 
very ludicrous and fanciful manner. Johnson looked 
r a little angry, and said, " Nay, Madam, when you 
are declaiming, declaim ; and when you are calcu- 
lating, calculate." At another time, when she said, 
perhaps aflTectedly, " I don*t like to fly." Johnson. 
" With your wings, Madam, you must fly : but have 
a care, there are clippers abroad." (i) How very 
well was this said, and how fully has experience 
proved the truth of it I But have they not clipped 
father rudely^ and gone a great deal closer than was 
-necessary ? (2) 

A gentleman expressed a wish to go and live three 

(1) But though Dr. Johnson would, as Mrs. Piozzi has can- 
didly confessed, treat her with occasional rudeness, he had a 
most sincere and tender regard for her, and no wonder ; for she 
would, with great consideration and kindness, overlook his 
foibles and his asperities. One day, at her own table^ ^^ spoke 
so very roughly to her, that every one present was surprised that 
she could bear it so placidly; and on the ladies withorawine, I 
expressed great astonishment that Dr. Johnson should speak so 
harshly to her, but to this she said no more than « 0, dearuood 
manr* This simple reply appeared so strone a proof or her 
generous and affectionate friendship, that I took the first oppor- 
tunity of communicating it to Dr. Johnson, repeating her own 
animadversions which had produced it. He was much dehshted 
with the information ; and some time after, as he was lying 
back in his chair, seeming; to be half asleep, but really, as S 
turned out, musine on this pleasing indden^ he repeated, in a 
loud whisper, ** O, dear sood man ! ** This kind of soliloquy 
was a common habit of his, when any thing very flattering or 
very extraordinary engrossed his thoughts. — Miss Rktholos, 
BecoL 

(2) This alludes to the many sarcastic observations published 
against Mrs. Piozzi, on her lamentable marriage, and particu- 
larly to Baretti's brutal strictures in the £uropean Magazine 
for 1788 ; so brutal, that even Mr. Boswell, with all his enmity 
towards her, could not ^prove of them. — C 
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years at Otaheit^ or New Zealand, in order to obtaki 
a fiill acquaintance with people so totally different 
from all that we have ever known> and be satisfied 
what pure nature can do for man. Johnson. 
^< What could you learn, Sir ? What ciui savages 
tell, but what they themselves have seen ? Of the 
past or the invisible they can tell nothing. The in- 
habitants of Otaheit^ and New Zealand are not in a 
state of pure nature ; for it is plain they broke off 
from some other people. Had they grown out of 
the ground, you might have judged of a state of pure 
nature. Fanciful people may talk of a mythology 
being amongst them; but it must be invention. 
They have once had religion, which has been gra^ 
dually debased. And what account of their religion 
can you suppose to be learnt from savages ? Only 
consider, Sir, our own state: our religion is in a 
book ; we have an order of men whose duty it is to 
teach it ; we have one day in the week set apart for 
it, and this is in general pretty well observed : yet 
ask the first ten gross men you meet^ and hear what 
they can tell of their religion." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

1776. 

Eaeuriion to Brittol, — Rovoley's Poems. — ChatterUm.^r 
GarHck*8 "Archer:' — Brute Creation.— ChesterfiekTi 
" Letters." — '* To be, ornot to be." — Lumiry. — 
Oglethorpe. — Lord EObank. — Conversation. — Ego* 
tism.— Dr. ddfield. — Commentators on the Bibie.--^ 
Lord Thurhw, — Sir John Pringle. — Dinner at 
Mr.DUly's. — John Wilkes.— Foots' s Mimicry. — 
Oarrick's Wit. — Biography, — Cibbers Plays. — 
" Difficile eH proprii/' S^c. — City Poets. — " Dia- 
bolus Regis J* — Lord Bute. — Mrs. Knowles, — Mrs. 
Rudd. 

Ov Monday, April 29*9 he and I made an excursion 
to Bristol, where I was entertained with seeing him 
inquire upon the spot into the authenticity of 
" Rowley's poetry," as I had seen him enquire upon 
the spot into the authenticity of <' Ossian's poetry.'* 
George Catcot, the pewterer, who was aa zealous for 
Rowley as Dr. Hugh Bkdr was for Ossian (I trust 
my reverend friend will excuse the comparison), at- 
tended us at our inn, and with a triun^ant air of 
lively simplicity, called out, << I 'U make Dr. Johnson 
a convert" Dr. Johnson, at his desire, read aloud 
some of Chatt^ton's fabricated verses ; while Catcot 
stood at the back of his chair, moving himself like a 
pendulum, and beating time with his feet, and now 
and then looking into Dr. Johnson's face, wondering 
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that he was not yet convinced. We called on Mr. 
Barret, the surgeon, and saw some of the originals^ 
as they were called, which were executed very arti- 
ficially ; but from a careful inspection of them, and 
a consideration of the circumstances with which they 
were attended, we were quite satisfied of the impos- 
ture, which, indeed, has been clearly demonstrated 
from internal evidence, by several able critics. (*) 

Honest Catcot seemed to pay no attention what- 
ever to any objections, but insisted, as an end of all 
controversy, that we should go with him to the tower 
of the church of St. Mary, Redcliff, and view with 
cur ovm eyes the ancient chest in which the manu- 
scripts were found. (2) To this Dr. Johnson good- 
naturedly agreed ; and, though troubled with a 
shortness of breathing, laboured up a long flight of 
steps, till we came to the place where the wondrous 
chest stood. " Thercy* said Catcot, with a bouncing 
confident credulity, " there is the very chest itsel£" 
After this ocular demonstration, there was no mom 
to be said. He brought to my recollection a Scotch 
Highlander, a man of learning too, and who had 
seen the world, attesting, and at the same time giv- 
ing his reasons for, the authenticity of Fingal : ^' I 
have heard all that poem when I was young." 
" Have you, Sir? Pray what have you heard?" 

(1) Mr. Tyrwhitt, Mr. Warton, Mr. Malone. 

(2) This naivetS resembles the style of evidence which John- 
son so pleasantly ridicules in the Idler, No. 10. <* Jack Sneaker 
is a hearty adherent to the protestant establishment ; he has 
Jmown those who saw the bed into which the Pretender was 
conveyed in a warming pan.** — C. 
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" 1 have heard Ossian, Oscar, and every one of 
themr 

Johnson said of Chatterton, '< This is the most 
extraordinary young man that has encountered my 
knowledge. It is wonderful how the whelp has 
written such things," (*) 

We were by no means pleased with our inn at 
BristoL " Let us see now," said I, " how we should 
describe it." Johnson was ready with his raillery 
" Describe it. Sir ? Why, it was so bad, that — 
Boswell wished to be in Scotland I " 

After Dr. Johnson returned to London [May 4th3 
I was several times with him at his house, where I oc- V^^ ^„ 7 ' ' ' 
casionally slept, in the room that had been assigned 
forme. I dined with him at Dr. Taylor s, at General '' ,'^ \ ] 
Oglethorpe's, and at General Paoli's. To avoid a -^^ ' ^ ^ r 
tedious minuteness, I shall group together what I \U''^' 
have preserved of his conversation during this period 1 1 «^" ^ 
also, without specifying each scene where it passed, 
except one, which will be found so remarkable as 
certainly to deserve a very particular relation. Where 
the place or the persons do not contribute to the 
zest of the conversation, it is unnecessary to encum- 
ber my page with mentioning them. To know of 
what vintage our wine is, enables us to judge of its 
value, and to drink it with more relish : but to have 

(1) Of the merit of the poems admitted on both sides of the 
oontrover^, he said, ** It is a sword that cuts both ways. It it 
as wondernil that a boy of sixteen years old should have stored 
his mind with such a strain of ideas and images, as to suppose 
that such ease of versification and elesnnce of language were 

SDduced by Rowley in the time of Edward the rourtb.*-* 
▲WK1JI8. 
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the produce of each vine of one vineyardy in the 
same year, kept separate, would serve no purposei 
To know that our wine (to use an advertinng 
phrase) is <' of the stock of an ambassador lately 
deceased," he^htens its flavour: but it signifies 
nothing to know the bin where each bottle was once 
deposited. 

^ Crarrick," he observed, '^ does not play the part ; 
. Y ^f Archer in the * Beaux Stratagem' welL The 
v^ (v Y''"^'^ gentleman should break through the footman,^hieh 
^ ^ ^ U^ ^ is not the case as be does it" Q) ^ 

^ Where there is no education, as in savage coun- 
tries, men will have the upper hand of women. Bodily- 
strength, no doubt, contributes to this ; but it would 
be so, exclusive of that ; for it is mind that always 
governs. When it comes to dry understanding, 
man has the better." 

"The little volumes entitled, * Ee^publica (^y 
which are very well done, were a bookseller's work." 

" There is much talk of the misery which we cauae 
to the brute creation ; but they are recompensed by 
existence. If they were not useful to man, and 
therefore protected by him, they would not be nearly 
so numerous." This argument is to be found in the 
able and benignant Hutchinson's " Moral Philo- 
sophy." But the question is, whether the. animals 
who endure such sufferings of various kinds, for the 
service and entertainment of man, would accept of 

(1) Garrick, on the other hand, denied that Johnson was 
capable of distinguishing the gentleman from the footman. See 
on/^, p. 98. — C. 

(2) Accounts of the principal States of Europe. — C 
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ei^ence upon the terms on whidi they have it.: 
Madame de Sevigni, who, though she had many 
enjoyments, felt with delicate sensibility the pre* 
valence of misery, complains of the task of existence, 
having been imposed upon her without her consent. 

'^ That man is never happy for the present is so 
true, that all his relief from unhs^piness is only for- 
getting himself for a little while. Life is a progress 
from want to want, not from enjoyment to enjoy- 
ment." 

^ Though many men are nominally intrusted with 
the administration of hospitals and other public in* 
stitutions, almost all the good is done by one man, 
by whom the rest are driven on ; owing to confidence 
in him and indolence in them." /i ,^^^^v^^ uC 

" Lord Chesterfield's Letter s to his Son (>), I y ^ // ^ 
think, might be made a very pretty book. Take t^^^^'^'^'^ 
out the immorality, and it should be put into the (Xu^^^^ ^^'-^^ 
hands of every young gentleman. An elegant man- i 
ner and easiness of behaviour are acquired gradually ^'^ ' ' / ^ 
and imperceptibly. No man can say, * I *11 be gen- / i ' 

teeL' There are ten genteel women for one genteel 
man, because they are more restrained. A man 
without some degree of restraint is insufierable ; but 
we are all less restrained than women. ' Were a 
woman sitting in company to put out her legs before 
her as most men do, we should be tempted to kick 
them in." No man was a more attentive and nice 
observer of behaviour in those whose company he 
happened to be than Johnson, or, however strange 

(1) « A pretty book" wm made up from these letters by the 
late Dr. Trusler, entitled ** JPHnclples of Politeness. — HAtk 
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it may seem to many, had a higher estimation of its 
refinements. (^) 

Lord Elliot informs me, that one day when John- 
son and he were at dinner in a gentleman's house in 
London, upon Lord Chesterfield's Letters being 
mentioned, Johnson surprised the company by this 
sentence: ** Every man of any education would 
rather be called a rascal, than accused of deficiency 
in the graces.** Mr. Gibbon, who was present, turned 
to a lady who knew Johnson well, and lived much 
with him, and in his quaint manner, tapping his 
box, addressed her thus : << Don't you think. Madam 
(looking towards Johnson), that among all your 
acquaintance, you could find one exception ?" The 
lady smiled, and seemed to acquiesce. (^) 

(1)1 one day commended a young lady for her beauty and 
pretty behayiour, to whom she thought no objections could have 
been made. ** I saw her (says JJr. Johnson) take a pair of 
scissors in her left hand ; and, although her father is now become 
a nobleman, and as you say exccssirely rich, I should, were I a 
youth oi quality ten years hence, hesitate between a girl so 
neglected and a wc^to.— Piozzi.— " The child who took a pair 
of scissors in her Im hand is now a woman of quality, highly 
respected, and would cut us, I conclude, most desenredly, if 
more were said on the subject.** — Piozzi, MS.^-1 bclieye that the 
lady was the eldest daughter of Mr. Lyttelton, afterwards Lord 
Westcote, married to dir Richard Hoare. She was bom in 
Jamaica, and thence^ perhaps, Johnson's strange allusion to the 
negro. — C. 

(2) Cohnan, in his << Bdndom Records,** has giyen a liyely 
sketch of the appearance and manners of Johnson and Gibbon 
in society: — 

** The learned QitteP ^'^ * curious counterbalance to the learned (may 
I not say lew learned?} Johnson. Thdr manners and taste, both in wntins 
and conversation, were as different as their habiliments. On the day I 
first sat down with Johnson, in his rusty brown suit, and his black worsted 
stockings, Oibbon was placed opposite to me in a suit of flowered velvet, 
with a Dag and sword. Each had his measured phraseology; and John, 
son's famous parallel between Dryden and Pope, might be looselv parodied, 
in reference to himself and Oibbon : Johnson's style was gran^ and Gibi* 
; bon*sel«gant: the ttattHnew of the fonner was lomeliiaw pedantiCi and the 
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" I read," said he, " Sharpe*s Letters on Italy (i) 
over again, when I was at Bath. There is a great 
deal of matter in them." 

<< Mrs. Williams was angry that Thrale*s family 
did not send regularly to her every time they heard 
from me while I was in the Hebrides* Little people 
are apt to be jealous : but they should not be jea- 
lous; for they ought to consider, that superior 
attention will necessarily be paid to superior fortune 
or rank. Two persons may have equal merit, and 
on that account may have an equal claim to atten- 
tion ; but one of them may have also fortune and 
rank^ r"^ so may have a double claim*" 

Talking of his notes on Shakspeare, he said, << I 
despise ^ase who do not see that I am right in the 
passage, where as is repeated, and * asses of great 
charge' introduced. That on < To be, or not to be,* 
is disputable." (3) 



latter was occasionally fli^lcaL Johnson marched to kettte-dmms and 
trumpets ; Gibbon moved to flutes and hautboys : Johnson hewed paa- 
•ages throuffh the Alps, while Gibbon levelled walks through parks and 
gardens. Mauled as I had been by Johnson, Gibbon poured balm upon my 
bruises by condescending, once or twice in the course of the evening^ to 
talk with me : the areat historian was light and play Ail, suitinc his matter 
to the capaci^ of toe boy ; but it was done moresuo ; — -stiU hu mannerism 
prarailed ; still he tapped his snufRx>x : still be smhrked and smiled, and 
rounded his periods witb the same ^r of good.breeding, as if he were con. 
Tecsing with men. His mouth, mellifluous as Flato^i^ was a round hole 
neariy in the centre of his ▼isagie.*' VdL I. pc 1£1.— C 

(1 ) Mr. Samuel Sharpe, a surgeon, who had trayeUed for 
his health, and whose representation of Italian manners was 
supposed to be tinged hy the ill humour of a valetudinarian. 
Baretti took up the defence of his country, and a smart contro- 
versy ensued, which made some noise at the time. — C. 

(2) It may be observed, that Mr. Malone, in his very valu- 
able edition of Shakspeare, has fuUy vindicated Dr. Johnson 
from the idle censures which the first of these notes has given 
rise to. The interpretation of the other passago^ wbich Dr. 

TOL. VI. K 



d by Google 



178 LIFE OF JOUKSON I77fl^ 

A gentleman^ whom I found sitting with him one 
morning, said, that in his opinion the character of 
an infidel was more detestable than that of a man 
notoriously guilty of an atrocious crime. I differed 
from him, because we are surer of the odiousness of 
the one, than of the error of the other. Johnson. 
<< Sir, I agree with him ; for the infidel would be 
guilty of any crime if he were inclined to it*' 

<< Many things which are fales are transmitted 
from book to book, and gain credit in the worlds 
One of these is the cry against the evil of luxury. 
Now the truth is, that luxury produces much good. 
Take the luxury of buildings in London. Does it 
not produce real advantage in the conveniency and 
elegance of accommodation, and this all from the 
exertion of industry ? People wiB tell you, with a 
melancholy face, how many builders are in gaoL It 
is plain they are in gaol, not for building ; for rent» 
are not fallen. A man gives half-a-guinea for a 
dish of green peas. How much gardening does 
this occasion ? how many labourers must the com- 
petition to have such things early in the market 
keep in employment ? You will hear it said, very 
gravely, ^ Why was not the half-guinea, thus spent 
in luxury, given to the poor ? To how many might 
it have afforded a good meal ? ' Alas I has it not 
gone to the ifidtistriotis poor, whom it is better to 
support than the idle poor? You are much surer 



Johnson allows to be disputable^ he has clearly shown to be 
erroneous. -* B.~The first note is on a passage in Hamlet, act 
y. scene iL — C. 
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that you are doing good when you pay money to 
those who work» as the recompense of their labour^ 
than when you give money merely in charity. Sup- 
pose the ancient luxury of a dish of peacock's brains 
were to be revived, how many carcases would be 
left to the poor at a cheap rate I and as to the rout 
that is made about people who are ruined by ex- 
travagance, it is no matter to the nation that some 
individuals suffer. When so much general produc- 
tive exertion is the consequence of luxury, the nation 
does not care though there are debtors in gaol : nay, 
they would not care though their creditors were 
there too." 

The uncommon vivacity of General Oglethorpe's 
mind, and variety of knowledge, having sometimes 
made his conversation seem too desultory ; Johnson 
observed, " Oglethorpe, Sir, never completes . what | 
he has to say." 

He on the same account made a similar remark 
on Patrick Lord Elibank ; " Sir, there is nothing I 
eonc/t^ve in his talk." ^'^, ' 

When I complained of having dined at a splendid '^ 
table without hearing one sentence of conversation 
worthy of being remembered, he said, " Siy, there 
seldom is any such conversation." Boswell. " Why , 
then meet at table ?" Johnson. " Why, to eat and j 
drink together, and to promote kindness ; and^ Sir 
this is better done when there is no soUd £onver 
ation : for when there is, people diSfer in opinion, 
and get into bad humour^ or some of the company, 
who are not capable of such conversation, are left 
out, and feel themselves uneasy. It was for this rea* 
N 2 
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son Sir Robert Walpole said, he ilways tafrad taMdf 
at his table, because in that afl osfuM join. 

Being irritated by hearing a gendenum (>) «iik 
Mr. Levet a variety of questions ooaoeming tini) 
when he was sitting 1^, he broke out, ** Sir, yon 
have but two topics, yourself and me* I am sick of 
both.** « A man,'' said he, << idiould not talk of 
himself, nor much of any particular person. He 
should take care not to be made a proverb; and, 
therefore, should avoid having any one tO}nc of 
which people can say, < We shall 4iear hUn upon it.' 
There was a Dr. Oldfield, (^) who was always talking 
of the Duke of Marlborough. He came into a 
coffeehouse one day, and told that his grace had 
spoken in the House of Lords for half an hour. 
* Did he indeed speak for half an hour ? ' (said Bel- 
chier, the surgeon). ^ — « Yes/ — « And what did he 
say of Dr. Oldfield?'—* Nothing.' ^< Why then, 
Sir, he was very ungrateful ; for Dr. Oldfield could 
not have spoken for a quarter of an hour, without 
saying something of him.' " 

** Every man is to take existence on the terms on 
which it is given to him. To some men it is given 
on condition of not taking liberties, which other men 
may take without much harm. One may drink wine, 
and be nothing the worse for it : on another, wine 
may have effects so inflammatory as to injure him 
both in body and mind, and perhaps make him com- 

(1) Probably Mr. BosweU himself, who frequently practised 
this mode of obtaining information. — C 

(2) This, I suppose, was Joshua OMfleld, D.D., the only 
' MitemponuT of the Duke of Marlborou|^*i9 of that name and 

degree, that 1 know of. — C. 
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nsit semetluag for which he iQAgr deteive to bo 
haagecL" 

<< Lord Hailes's < AmialB of Scotland' hjf^ye not 
that painted fbrm which is the taste of tbb age ; 
but it is a book which will always sell, it has such 
a stability of dates^ such a certainty of facts, and 
such a punctuality of citation* I never before read 
Scotch history with certainty." 

I asJied him wh^her he would advise me to read 
the Bible with a commentary, and what comment- 
aries he would recommend. Johnson. " To be 
4ure» Sir, I would have you read the Bible with a 
commentary ; and I would rec<mmiend Lowth and 
Paibrick on the Old Testament, and Hammond on 
the New." 

During my stay in London this spring, I solicited 
his attenticm to another law case, in which I was 
engaged. In the comrse of a contested Section for 
the borough of Dunfermline, which I attended as 
one of my friend Colonel (afterward Sir Archibald) 
Campbell's counsel, one of hb political agents — 
who was charged with having been unfaithful to his 
employer, and having deserted to the opposite party 
for a peoumaiy reward*- attacked very rudely in 
the newspapers the Rev. Mr. James Thomson, one 
of the minbters of that place, on account of a sup- 
posed allusion to him in one of hb sermons. Upon 
thb the minbter, on a subsequent Sunday, arraigned 
him by name from the pulpit with some severity ; 
and the agent, after the sermon was over, rose up 
and asked the minbter aloud, ^ What bribe he had 
received for telling so many lies firom the chair ot 
N 3 
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verity?" (>) I was present at this very extraordi- 
nary scene. The person arraigned, and his father 
and brother, who also had a share both of the re- 
proof from the pulpit and in the retaliation, brought 
an action against Mr. Thomson, in the Court of 
Session, for defamation and damages, and I was one 
of the counsel for the reverend defendant. The 
liberty of the pulpit was our great ground of de- 
fence ; but we argued also on the provocation of 
the previous attack, and on the instant retaliation. 
The Court of Session, however, — the fifteen judges* 
who are at the same time the jury, — decided against 
the minister, contrary to my humble opinion ; and 
several of them expressed themselves with indigna- 
tion against him. He was an aged gentleman, fop<^ 
merly a military chaplain, and a man of high spirit 
and honour. Johnson was satisfied that the judg- 
ihent was wrong, and dictated to me, in confutation 
of it, the following Argument [See Appendix* 
No. II.] 

When I read this to Mr. Burke, he was highly 
pleased, and exclaimed, <^ Well, he does his work in 
a workman likemanner." (^) 

Mr. Thomson wished to bring the cause by appeal 



(1) A GalScUm, vrhich has, it appears, with so many others* 
become vernacular in Scotland. The French call a pulpit the 
"chairedev6ritdr-^C, 

(2) As a proof of Dr. Johnson's extraordinary powers of 
composition, it appears fh>m the original manuscript of this ex- 
cell^t dissertation, of which he dictated the first eight para- 
graphs on the 10th of May, and the remainder on the ISth, that 
uiere are in the whole only seven corrections, or rather vaiia- 
tions, and those not considerable. Such were at once the vigoroua 
and accurate emanations of his mind. 
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before the House of Lords, but was dissuaded by the 
advice of the noble person who lately presided so 
ably in that most honourable house, and who was 
then attorney-general. As my readers will no doubt 
be glad also to read the opinion of this eminent man 
upon the same subject I shall here insert it. 

CASE. 

'^ There is herewith laid before you, 1. Petition for 
the Rev. Mr. James Thomson, minister of Dunfermline. 
2. Answers thereto. 3. Copy of the judgment of the 
Court of Session upon both. 4. Notes of the opinions 
of the judges, being the reasons upon which their decree 
is grounded. 

** These papers you will please to peruse, and give 
your opinion, 

'^ ^Vhether there is a probability of the above de- 
cree of the Court of Session being reversed, if 
Mr. Thomson should appeal from the same ? " 

'* I don't think the appeal advisable ; not only be- 
cause the value of the jud^ent is in no degree adequate 
to the expense ; but because there are many chances, 
that upon the general complexion of the case, the im. 
pression will be taken to the disadvantage of the ap- 
pellant 

" It is impossible to approve the style of that sermon. 
But the complaint was not less ungracious from that 
man, who had behaved so ill by his original libel, and 
at the time when he received the reproach he complains 
of. In the last article all the plaintiffs are equally con- 
cerned. It struck me also with some wonder, that the 
judges should think so much fervour apposite to the 
occasion of reproving the defendant for a Utde excess. 

" Upon the matter, however, I agree with them in 
condemning the behaviour of the minister, and in think. 
h4 
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lug it a subject fit for ecclesiastical censure ; and eren 
for an action^ if any indiyidoal could qualify (^) a 
wrongs and a damage arising from it. But this 1 doubt 
The circumstance of publishing the reproach in a pulpit^ 
though extremely indecent^ and culpable in another 
view^ does not constitute a different sort of wrongs or 
any other rule of law than would have obtained^ if the 
same words had been pronounced elsewhere. I don't 
know whether there be any difference in the law of 
Scotland, in the definition of slander^ before the com- 
missaries^ or the Court of Session. The conunon law 
of England does not give way to actions for every re- 
proachful word. An action cannot be brought for general 
damages upon any words which import less than an 
offence cognisable by law ; consequently no action could 
have been brought here for the words in question. Both 
laws admit the truth to be a justification in action ybr 
words ; and the law of England does the same in actions 
for libels. The judgment, therefore, seems to me to 
have been wrong, in that the court repelled that defence. 

'^E. Thdblow." 

I am now to record a very curious incident in Dr. 
Johnson's life, which fell under my own observ-r 
ation ; of which pars magna fui, and which I am 
persuaded will, with the liberal-minded, be mndi to 
his credit. 

My desire of being acquainted with celeljrated 
men of every description had made me, much about 
the same time, obtain an introduction to Dr. Samuel 
Johnson and to John WilkeSi Esq. Two men more 

(l) It is curious to observe that Lord Thvnrlow hat b«w^ pet^ 
haps, in compliment to North Britain, made use of a term or the 
Scotch law, which to an English reader may require explan* 
ation. To qualify a wrong, is to point out and establish it. 
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different could perhaps not be selected out of all 
mankind. They had even attacked one another with 
some asperity in their writings ; yet I lired in habits 
of friendship with both. I couki folly relish the ex* 
ceDence of each ; for I have ever delighted in that 
intellectual chemistry, which can separate good 
qualities from evil in the same person. 

Sir John Pringle, ^< mine own friend and my fa- 
ther's friend," between whom and Dr. Johnson I in 
vain wished to estaUish an acquaintance, as I re* 
spected and lived in intimacy with both of them^ 
observed to me once, very ingeniouidy, ** It is not 
in friendship as in mathematics, where two things, 
each equal to a third, are equal between themselves. 
Ton agree with Johnson as a middle quality, and 
you agree with me as a middle quality ; but John- 
son and I should not agree." Sir John was not 
sufficiently flexible ; so I desisted ; knowing, indeed, 
that the repulsion was equally strong on the part of 
Johnson ; who, I know not from what cause, unless 
his being a Scotchman, had formed a very erroneous 
opinion of Sir John. But I conceived an irresistible 
wish, if possible, to bring Dr. Johnson and Mr. 
Wilkes together. How to manage it, was a nice 
and difficult matter. Q) 

(1) Johnson's dislike cf Mr. Wilket wis fo grett thst H ei- 
tended eren to his connections. He happened to dine one daj 
at Sir Joshua Reynolds's with a large and distim^uished conw 
pany, amonssC which were Mr. Wilkes's brother, Israel, and hit 
lady. In the course of conversation, Mr. Israel Wilket waa 
about to make some remark, when Johnson suddenly stopped 
him with, *< I hope, Sir, what you are goingto say maybe better 
worth hearing than what you hare already said.** This rudenesr 
shocked and ^read a gloom over the whole party, particularly 
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My worthy booksellers and friendsy Messieurs 
Dilly in the Poultry, at whose hospitable and well- 
covered table I have seen a greater number of lite- 
rary men than at any other, except that of Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, had invited me to meet Mr. Wilkes 
and some more gentlemen on Wednesday, May 15. 
« Pray," said I, " let us have Dr. Johnson." " What, 
With Mr. Wilkes ? not for the world," said Mr. Ed- 
ward Dilly : " Dr. Johnson would never forgive 
me." «* Come," said I, " if you 11 let me n^otiate 
for you, I will be answerable that all shall go welL" 
Dilly. ** Nay, if you will take it upon you, I am 
sure I shall be very happy to see them both here." 

Notwithstanding the high veneration which I en- 
tertained for Dr. Johnson, I was sensible that he was 
sometimes a little actuated by the spirit of contra- 
diction, and by means of that I hoped I should gain 
my point. I was persuaded that if I had come upon 
him vnik a direct proposal, " Sir, will you dine in 
company with Jack Wilkes ? " he would have flown 
into a passion, and would probably have answered, 
^ Dine with Jack Wilkes, Sir ! I 'd as soon dine with 
Jack Ketch." Q) I, therefore, while we were sitting 



as Mr. Israel Wilkes was a gentleman of a very amiable chanKS 
ter and of refined taste^ and, what Dr. Johnson little suspected, 
a very loyal subject. Johnson afterwards owned to me that he 
was verv sorry that he had « tm^^edWUkes, as his wife was 
present.^' I replied, that he shouldEe sorry for many reasons. 
<< No,** said Johnson, who was very reluctant to apologise for 
offences of this nature ; " no, I only respret it because his wifd 
was by." I believe that he had no kind of motive for this in- 
dvili^ to Mr. L Wilkes but disgust at his brother's political 
principles. — Miss Ritkolds's ^coL 

(1 ) This has been circulated as if actually said by Johnson ; 
When the truth is, it was only suppoaed by me. 
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quietly by ourselyes at his house in an evening, 
took occasion to open my plan thus : ** Mr. Dilly, 
Sir, sends his respectful compliments to you, and 
iwould be happy if you would do him the honour to 
dine with him on Wednesday next along with me, 
as I must soon go to Scotland." Johnson. *^ Sir, 
I am obliged to Mr. Dilly. I will wait upon him — •" 
BoswELL. " Provided, Sir, I suppose, that the 
company which he is to have is agreeable to you ? ** 
Johnson. " What do you mean. Sir ? What do you 
take me for ? Do you think I am so ignorant of 
the world as to imagine that I am to prescribe to a 
gentleman what company he is to have at his table ? " 
BoswELL. " I beg your pardon. Sir, for wishing to 
prevent you from meeting people whom you might 
not like. Perhaps he may have some of what he 
calls his patriotic friends with him." Johnson. 
^ Well, Sir, and what then? What care / for his 
pcUrioHc friends f Poh I " Boswell. <^ I should 
not be surprised to find Jack Wilkes there." John- 
son. « And if Jack Wilkes should be there, what is 
that to me, Sir? My dear friend, let us have no 
more of this. I am sorry to be angry with you ; but 
really it is treating me strangely to talk to me as if 
I could not meet any company whatever, occasion* 
ally." Bos WELL. " Pray forgive me, Sir: I meant 
wcdl. But you shall meet whoever comes, for me.** 
Thus I secured him, and told Dilly that he would 
find him very well pleased to be one of his guests on 
the day appointed. 

Upon the much expected Wednesday, I called on 
him about half an hour before dinner, as I often did 
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when we were to dine out together, to see tiiat he 
was ready in time, and to acoompany him. I fomui 
him bnfeting his books, as upon a former ocea^ 
Bion Q), covered with dust, and making no prepara- 
tion lor going abroad. <^ How is this, Sir ?" said L 
" Don't you recollect tiiat you are to dine at Mr. 
Dilly's?" JoHirsoN. << Sir, I did not think of gomg 
to Dilly's : it went out of my head. I have ordered 
dinner at home with Mrs. Williams.'* Boswell. 
*^ But, my dear Sir, you know you were engaged to 
Mr. Dilly, and I told him so. He will expect you, 
and will be much dkappointed if you don't come." 
JoHirsoK. «< You must talk to Mnk WilHama about 
tiiis.- 

Here was a sad dilemma. I feared that what I 
was so confident I had secured would yet be frns* 
trated. He had accustomed himself to show Mrs* 
Williams such a degree of humane attention, as fre- 
quently imposed some restraint upon him; and I 
knew that if she should be obstinate^ he would not 
stir. I hastened down stairs to the Wnd lady's 
room, and told her I was in great uneasiness, for 
Dr. Johnson had engaged to me to dine this day at 
Mr. Dilly's, but that he had told me he had forgotten 
his engagement, and had ordered dinner at home. 
^ Yes, Sir,** said she, pretty peevishly, " Dr. Johnson 
is to dine at home." ** Madam," said I, *^ his respect 
fbr you is such, that I know he will not leave you, 
unless you absolutely desire it But as you have so 
much of his company, I hope you will be good 
Plough to forego it for a day, as Mr. Dilly it a very 
1) See p. 122. of this irolume. 
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worthy man^ has frequently had agreeaUe parties ai 
his h<Mise for Dr. Johnscm, and will be vexed if tibe 
Doctor neglects him to<lay. And then, Madam, be 
pleased to i^onsider my sitoatioii ; I carried the i 
sage, and I assured Mr. Dilly that Dr. Johnson ^ 
to come ; and no doubt he has made a dinner, and 
invited a company, and boasted of the hoBOur he 
expected to have. I idiall be quite disgraced if the 
Doctor is not there.^' She gradually softened to my 
solicitations, which were certainly as earnest as.mofll 
mitreaties to ladies vapon any occasion, and was gsa* 
dously pleased to empower me to tell Dr. Johnson, 
** That, all things considered, «he thought he should 
certainly go." I flew back to him, still in dust, and 
careless of what should be the event, << indiflerent in 
his choice to go or stay;*' but as soon as I had 
announced to him Mrs. Williams's consent, he roared, 
*< Frank, a clean shirt," and was very soon dressed. 
When I had him fairly seated in a hackney-coach 
with me, I exulted as much as a fortune-hunter who 
has got an heiress into a postchaise with him to set 
out for Gretna Green. 

When we entered Mr. Dilly's drawing-room, he 
found himself in the midst of a can^Muiy he did not 
know. I kept myself snug and sSent, watching 
how he would conduct himself. I observed him 
vdiispering to Mr. Dilly, << Who is that gentleman, 
Sir ? "— " Mr. Arthur Lee." Johnson. « Too, too, 
too" (under his breath), ^ich was one of his ha- 
bitual mutterings. Mr. Arthur Lee could not hvt 
be very obnoxious to Johnson, for he was not on)) 
a patrioty but an American. He was afterwards 
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minister from the United States at the court of 
Madrid. ** And who is the gentleman in lace?* 
— « Mr. Wilkes, Sir." Thb information confounded 
^im still more ; he had some difficulty to restrain 
himself, and, taking up a book, sat down upon a 
window-seat and read, or at least kept his eye upon 
it intently for some time, till he composed himself. 
His feelings, I dare say, were awkward enough. 
But he no doubt recollected his having rated me for 
supposing that he could be at all disconcerted by 
any "company, and he, therefore, resolutely set him- 
self to behave quite as an easy man of the world, 
who could adapt himself at once to the disposition 
and manners of those whom he might chance to 
meet 

The cheering sound of '< Dinner is upon the 
table,'' dissolved his reverie, and we all sat down 
without any symptom of ill humour. There were 
present, beside Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Arthur Lee, 
who was an old companion of mine when he studied 
physic at Edinburgh, Mr. (now Sir John) Miller ('X 
Dr. Lettsom, and Mr. Slater, the druggbt. Mr. 
Wilkes placed himself next to Dr. Johnson, and be- 
haved to him with so much attention and politeness, 
that he gained upon him insensibly. No man eat 
more heartily than Johnson, or loved better what 
was nice and delicate. Mr. Wilkes was very assi- 
duous in helping him to some fine veal. << Pray 
give me leave, Sir — It is better here — A little of 
the brown— Some fat, Sir — A little of the stuffing 
— Some gravy — Let me have the pleasure of giv- 

(1 ) Of Bath Earton. See anU, Vol. V. p. 277. -^ C 
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ing you some butter — AUow me to recommend a 
squeeze of this orange ; or the lemon, perhaps, maj 
have more zest." — " Sir; sir, I am obliged to you. 
Sir,"*' cried Johnson, bowing, and turning his head 
to him with a look for some time of " surly 
virtue (^)," but, in a short while, of complacency. 

Foote being mentioned, Johnson said, << He is not \ 
a good mimic." One of the company added, ** A 
merry-andrew, a buffoon." Johnson. " But he has 
wit too, and is not deficient in ideas, or in fertility 
and variety of imagery, and not empty of reading ; 
he has knowledge enough to fill up his part One 
species of wit he has in an eminent degree, that of 
escape. You drive him into a comer with both 
hands ; but he*s gone. Sir, when you think you have 
got him — like an animal that jumps over your 
head. Then he has a great range for wit ; he never 
lets truth stand between him and a jest, and he is 
sometimes mighty coarse. Garrick is under many ] 
restraints from which Foote is free." Wilkes. 
" Garrick*s wit is more like Lord Chesterfield's." 
Johnson. " The first time I was in company with 
Foote was at Fitzherbert's. Having no good opinion 
of the fellow, I was resolved not to be pleased ; and 
it is very difficult to please a man against his wilL 
I went on eating my dinner pretty sullenly, affect- 
ing not to mind him. But the dog was so very 
comical, that I was obliged to lay down my knife 
and fork, throw myself back upon my chair, and 

(1) " How, when competitors like these contend, 

Can gurly virtue hope to fix a friend.** — Lovdoiu 
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&irly laugh it out No> Sir» he was irresistible, (i) 
He upon oue oo<»usion experienced, in an extraor- 
dinary degree, the efficacy rf his powers of enter* 
taining. Amongst the wmoj and various modes 
which he tried of getting money, he became a 
partner with a small-b eer brewer, and he was to 
have a share of the profits for procuring customers 
amongst his numerous acquaintance. Fitzherbert 
was one who took his small-beer , but it was so bad 
that the s^*Yauts resolved not to drink it They 
were at some loss how to notify their resolution* 
being afraid of ofi^nding their master, who they 
knew liked Foote much as a companion. At last 
they fixed upon a little black boy, who was rather 
a favourite, to be their deputy, and deliver their 
remonstrance; and, having invested him with the 
whole authority of the kitchen, he was to inform 
Mr. Fitzherbert, in all their names, upon a certain 
day, that they would drink Footers small-beer no 
longer. On that day Foote happened to dine at 
Fitzherbert's, and this boy served at table ; he was 
so delighted with Footers stories, and merriment, 
and grimace, that when he went down stairs, he toM 
them, * This is the finest man I have ever seen. I 
will not deliver your message. I will drink his 
small-beer.' " 

Somebody observed that Garrick could not have 
done this. Wilkes. " Garrick would have made 
the small-beer still smaller. He is now lea ving t he 
stage ; but he will play Scrub all his life." I knew 

(1 ) Foote told me that Johnson said of him, ** For loud, ob- 
streperous, broad-faced mirth, I know not his equaL** 
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diat Johnson would let nobody attack Garriti^ but 
himself, as Garrick said to me, and I had heard him 
praise his liberalit j^ ; so to bring out his commend- 
ation of his celebrated pupil, I said, loudly, *^ I have 
heard Garrick is liberal." Johnson. " Yes, Sir, I . .^ ^/"^ 
know that Garrick has given away more money than | ^ ' 
any man in England that I am acquainted with, I 
and that not from ostentatious views.X Garrick was ^ J 
very poor when he began life ; so when he came to ^^ ■■ 
have money, he probably was very unskilful in giving 
away, and saved when he should not. But Garrick 
began to be liberal as soon as he could ; and I am 
of opinion, the reputation of avarice which he has 
had has been very lucky for him, and prevented his 
having made enemies. You despise a man for 
avarice, but do not hate him. Garrick might have 
been much better attacked for living with more 
splendour than is suitable to a player; if they had j ^ . /. 
had the wit to have assaulted him in that quarter, y -^r ., 
they might have galled him more. But they have ' A • ^ '^ 
kept clamouring about his avarice, which has rescued 
him from much obloquy and envy." 

Talking of the great difficulty of obtaining au- 
thentic information for biography, Johnson told us. 
" When I was a young fellow, I wanted to write the 
*< Life of Dry den (i),* and, in order to get materials, 
I applied to the only two persons then alive who 
had seen him ; these were old Swinney (2), and old 

(1) 'I'hJs was probably for " Gibber's Lives,** as well as the 
" Life of Shakspeare,'* mentioned ante, p. 149. n. — C. 

(2) Owen M'Swinney, who died in 1754, and bequeathed his 
fortune to Mrs. Woffington, the actress. He had been a manager 

VOL. VL O 
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Cibber. Swinneys information was no more than 
this, * That at Will's coffee-house Dryden had a par- 
ticular chair for himself, which was set by the fire 
in winter, and was then called his winter chair ; and 
that it was carried out for him to the balcony in 
summer, and was then called his summer chair.' 
Gibber could tell no more but ' That he remembered 
him a decent old man, arbiter of critical disputes at 
Will's.' You are to consider that Gibber was then 
at a great distance from Dryden, had perhaps one 
leg only in the room, and durst not draw in the 
other." BoswELL. " Yet Gibber was a man of ob- 
servation ? " Johnson. " I think not." Boswell. 
" You will allow his * Apology' to be well done." 
Johnson. " Very well done, to be sure, Sir. That 
book b a striking proof of the justice of Pope's 
remark : 

< Each might his serend proTince well command, 
Would all but stoop to what they understand.' ** 

BoswELL. " And his plays are good." Johnson. 
** Yes ; but that was his trade ; tesprit du corps ; 
he had been all his life among p layers and play- 
writers. I wondered that he l^jd so little to say in 
conversation, for he had kept thd best company, and 
learnt all that can be got by the ear. He abused 
Pindar to me, and then showed me an ode of hi» 
own, with an absurd couplet, making a linnet soar 
on an eagle's wing. (}) I told him that when the 

of Dnirv Lane theatre, and afterwards of the Queen's theatre , 
in the Haymarket. He was also a dramatic writer, having pro- 
duced a comedy entitled " The Quacks, or Lore 's the Phy- 
•tcian," 1705, and two operas. — M. 

(1) See ant^. Vol. II. p. 176. 
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ancients made a simile, they always made it like 
something real." 

Mr. Wilkes remarked, that '^ among all the bold 
flights of Shakspeare's imagination, the boldest was 
making Birnam-wood march to Dunsinane ; creating 
a wood where there never was a shrub ; a wood in 
Scotland! ha I ha! ha!" And he also observed, 
that '<the clannish slavery of the Highlands of 
Scotland was the single exception to Milton's re- 
mark of *the mountain nymph, sweet Liberty,* 
being worshipped in all hilly countries." " When I 
was at Inverary," said he, " on a visit to my old 
friend Archibald, Duke of Argyle, his dependents 
congratulated me on being such a favourite of his 
Grace. I said, * It is, then, gentlemen, truly lucky 
for me ; for if I had displeased the duke, and he had 
wished it, there is not a Campbell among you bu< 
would have been ready to bring John Wilkes's head 
to him in a charger. It would have been only 

< Off with his head ! so much for Ayletimry^^ 

I was then member for Aylesbury." 

Dr. Johnson and Mr. Wilkes talked of the con- 
tested passage in Horace's " Art of Poetry," Dif-^ 
Jieile est praprii eommunia dicere. Mr. Wilkes, 
according to my note, gave the interpretation thus . 
** It is difficult to speak with propriety of common 
tilings ; as, if a poet had to speak of Queen Caro- 
line drinking tea, he must endeavour to avoid the 
vulgarity of cups and saucers." But, upon reading 
my note, he tells me that he meant to say, that " the 
word eommunia, being a Roman law term, signifies, 
o 2 
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here things communis juris^ that is to say, what have 
never yet been treated by any body; and this ap* 
pears Nearly from what followed, — 



-Tuque 



Recdiis Iliacum cannen deducis in actus, 
Quam si proferres ignota indictaque primus. 

You will easier make a tragedy out of the Iliad than 
on any subject not handled before." (^) Johnson. 
<< He means that it is difficult to appropriate to par- 
ticular persons qualities which are common to all 
mankind, as Homer has done." 

Wilkes. "We have no city-poet now: that is 
an office which has gone into disuse. The last was 
Elkanah Settle. (^) There is something in names 
which one cannot help feeling. Now Elkanah 
Settle sounds so qveevy who can expect much from 
that name ? We should have no hesitation to give 
it for John Dryden, in preference to Elkanah Settle, 
from the names only, without knowing their dif- 
ferent merits." Johnsonw " I suppose. Sir, Settle 
did as well for aldermen in his time, as John Home 
could do now. Where did Beckford and Trecothick 
learn English ? " 

Mr. Arthur Lee mentioned some Scotch who had 
taken possession of a barren part of America, and 
wondered why they should choose it. Johnson. 

(1) [For Mr. Boswell*8 strictures on Wilkes's interpretatioii 
of Horace's " Difficile est propria commurUa dicere" see Ap-' 
pendix, No. Ill.f 

(2) I Settle, for his factious audacity, was made the city poet, 
whose annual ofBce was to describe the glories of the Mayor's-day. 
Of these bards he was the last. He died, in 172S, a pensioner in 
the Charterhouse.— JoHVsoN, Life of Dryden.] 
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*'Why, Sir, all barrenness is oomparatiye* The 
Scotch would not know it to be barren." Boswell. 
^' Come, come, he is flattering the Engliskr You 
have now been in Scotland, Sir^ and say if you did 
not see meat and drink enough thei^." Johnson i 
^ Why, yes. Sir ; meat and drink enou^ to give I 
the inhabitants sufficient strength to run away from | 
home." All these quick and lively sallies were said 
sportirely, quite in jest, and with a smile, which 
showed that he meant only wit. Ugon this topic 
he and Mr. Wilkes could perfectly assimilate ; here 
was a bond of union between them, and I was con*^ 
scious that as both of them had visited Caledonia^ 
both were fully satisfied of the strange narrow igno- 
rance of those who imagine that it is a land of 
famine. But they amused themselves with perse* 
vering in the old jokes. When I claimed a supe-» 
riority for Scotland over England in one respect, 
that no man can be arrested there for a debt merely 
because another swears it against him; but there 
must first be the judgment of a court of law ascer<« 
taining its justice ; and that a seizure of the person, 
before judgment is obtained, can take place only if 
his creditor shouldswear that he is about to fly ftrom 
the country, or, as it is technically expressed, is m 
medkatumefugm. Wilkes. << That, I should think, 
may be safely sworn of all the Scotch nation*". 
Johnson (to Mr. Wilkes). " You must know, Sir, 
I lately took my friend Boswell, and showed him^ 
genuine civilised life in an English provincial town. 
I turned him loose at Lichfield, my native city, that 
he might see for once real civility; for you know 
o 3 
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he lives among savagefi in Scotland, and among 
j^^'J^ i nksA in London." Wilkes. " Except when he is 
A i/^^*^ 1 ^^ grave* sober, decent people, like you and me.** 
*^ O'*^ I Johnson (smiling). " And we ashamed of him.** 

Thej were quite frank and easy. Johnson told 
the story of his asking Mrs. Macaulay to allow her 
footman to sit down with them, to prove the ridicu- 
lousness of the argument for the equality of man- 
kind ; and he said to me afterwards, with a nod of 
satisfaction, <<You saw Mr. Wilkes acquiesced." 
Wilkes talked with all imaginable freedom of the 
ludicrous title given to the attorney-general, Diabo^ 
lus regis; adding, << I have reason to know some- 
thing about that ofEcer ; for I was prosecuted for a 
libel." Johnson, who many people would have sup* 
posed must have been furiously angry at hearing 
this talked of so lightly, said not a word. He was 
now, indeed, << a good-humoured fellow." 

After dinner we had an accession of Mrs.Knowles> 
the Quaker lady, well known for her various talents, 
and of Mr. Alderman Lee. Q) Amidst some pa* 
triotic groans, somebody (I think the alderman) 
said, ^< Poor old England is lost." Johnson. <^ Sir, 
it is not so much to be lamented that old England 
is lost, as that the Scotch have found it" (^) 

(1) It is to this gentleman that allusion is supposed to be 
made in the following anecdote : — ** Some one mentioned a gen- 
tleman of that party for having behaved oddly on an occasion 
where faction was not concerned : * Is he not a citizen of Loiw 
don, a native of North America, and a Whig?* said Johnson. 
'Let him be absurd, I b^ of you : when a monkey is too like a 
man, it shocks one.* ** — Fiozzi, p. 64. «— C. 

(2) It would not become me to expatiate on this strong and 
pomted remark, in which a very great deal of meaning is coiw 
aensed. 
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. WaKBS. << Had Lord Bute governed Scotland only, 
I should not liave taken the trouble to write Ids 
eulogy, and dedicate 'Mortimer' to him." 

Mr. Wilkes held a candle to show a fine print of 
a beautifid fesiale figure which hung in the room, 
end pointed out the degant contour of the bosom 
with the finger of an arch connobseur. He after- 
wards in a conversation with me waggishly insisted, 
that all the time Johnson showed visible signs of a 
fervent admiration of the corresponding chiurms of 
the fair Quaker. 

This record, though by no means so perfect as I 
eould wish, will serve to give a notion of a very cu- 
rious interview, which was not only pleasing at the 
time, but had the agreeable and benignant effect of 
reconciling any animosity, and sweetening any 
acidity, which, in the various bustle of political 
contest, had been produced in the minds of two 
men, who, though widely different, had so many 
things in common — classical learning, modem liter- 
ature, wit and humour, and ready repartee — that 
it would have been much to be regretted if they had 
been for ever at a distance from each other. 

Mr. Burke gave me much credit for this success- 
ful negociatUm; and pleasantly said, ''that there 
was nothing equal to it in the whole history of the 
corps diplomatique.** 

I attended Dr. Johnson home, and had the satis- 
faction to hear him tell Mrs. Williams how much he 
had been pleased with Mr. Wilkes's company, and 
what an agreeable day he had passed. (^) 

~ {I) The following is Dr. Johnson^ own good-himuNind 
O 4 
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I talked a good deal to him of the celebrated Mar- 
garet Caroline Rudd, whom. I had visited| induced 
by the fame of her talents, address, and irresistible 
power of fascination. (^) To a lady who disapproved 
of my visiting her, h6 said on. a former occasion, 
^< Nay, Miadam, Boswell is in the right ; I should 
have visited her myself^, were it not that they have 
now a trick of putting everything into the news- 
papers." This, evening, he exolaiked, ** I envy him 
his acquaintance with Mrs. Rudd."* 

I mentioned a scheme which I had of making a 
tour to the Isle of Man, and giving a full account of 
it ; and that Mr. Burke had playfully suggested as 
a motto^ 

" The proper ,9tudy of mankiiid is Mak." 

Johnson. " Sir^ you will get more by the book tfaazi 
the jauat Will bost yoii; so you will have your di-^ 
version for nothing,' and add to your reputation." (^ 

account toMn» Thrale of tliis meeting ;—•« For my part I begin 
to settle, and keep company with grave aldermen, I dined ye». 
terday in the Poultry with Mr. Alderman Wilkes, and Mr, Al- 
derman Le»i and Councillor Leo; his brother. There sat you 
the while thinking, * What is Johnson doing ? * What should h« 
, be doing? H4 is breaking JcA^s with Jack Wilkes upon th^ 
I Scotch. Such, Madam, are the Ticissitudes of things! And 
V^"^" 1 there was Mris. Knowles, the Quaker, that works the sutile pior 
tures, who: is k great adxnirer of ycrur conTersation." — C. 

( 1 ) See an<^ p. 90, Her pow^r of fiiscinatien was celebratec^ 
because it was the fashion to suppose that she had fascinated be^ 
loTer to the gallows. — C. 

(2)" May 14. 1776. Boswell goes aWay on Thursday very 
well satisfied with, his jdtum6yi Some eneat men hare promised 
to obtain him a place ; and then a Hg lor his father and his new 
wife." 'T^Ij^tters, yoL i. p. 324. — This place he never obtained, 
and the critical reader will observe several passages in this woTk^ 
Uie tone of which may be attributed to his disappointment in this 
pointy — See anti,^ P*/58* Lard Auchinleck had lately married 
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On the evening of the next day, I took leave of 
him, being to set out for Scotland. I thanked him, 
with great warmth, for all his kindness. ^* Sir," said 
he, " you are very welcome. Nobody repays it with 
more." Q) 



Elizabeth Boswell, sister of Claude Irvine Boswell, afterwards 
a Lord of Session, by the title of Lord Balrauto. She was the 
cousin gennain of her husband. Of this marriage there was 
no issue. — C 

(1 ) " May 18. 1776. Boswell went away oh Thunday night 
with no great inclination to travel northward ; but who can 
contend with destiny ? He says he had a very pleasant journey. 
He carries with him two or three good resolutions; I hope thef 
wiU not mould on ths road." — I^Uiers, vol. L p. S30.— C* 
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CHAPTER VII. 

1776 — 1777. 

Sir Joshua ReynMs Dinners. — Goldsmith* s Epitaph.-^ 

The Round Robin Employment of Time. — Blair s 

Sermons. — Easter Bay. — Prayer. — Sir AJeoh- 
ander Dick. — Shawns Erse Grammar. — Johnson 
engages to write " The Lives of the English Poets."* 
— Edward Dilly.-^Correspondence. — Charles O'Con' 
nor. — Dr. Zachary Pearce's Posthumous Works. — 
Prologue to Hugh KeUy's " Word to the Wise.'* 

How very false b the notion that has gone round 
the world of the rough, and passionate, and harsh 
manners of this great and good man ! That he had 
occasional sallies of heat of temper, and that he was 
sometimes, perhaps, too " easily provoked" by ab- 
surdity and folly, and sometimes too desirous of 
triumph in colloquial contest, must be allowed. The 
quickness both of his perception and sensibility dis- 
posed him to sudden explosions of satire ; to which 
his extraordinary readiness of wit was a strong and 
almost irresistible incitement. To adopt one of the 
finest images in Mr. Home's *^ Douglas," 

— — " On each glance of thought 
Decision followed, as the thunderbolt 
Pursues the flash ! " 

I admit that the beadle within him was often so eager 
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to apply the lasa, that the judge had not time to 
consider the case with sufficient deliberation. 

That he was occasionally remarkable for violence 
of temper may be granted ; but let us ascertain the 
degree^ and not let it be supposed that he was in a 
perpetual rage, and never without a club in his hand 
to knock down every one who approached him. On 
the contrary, the truth is, that by much the greatest 
part of his time he was civil, obliging, nay, polite in 
the true sense of the word ; so much so, that many 
gentlemen who were long acquainted with him never 
received, or even heard a strong expression from him. 

LKm&248. TO MRS. THRALE. 

« May 22. 1776. 
*' On Friday and Saturday I dined with Dr. Taylor, 
who is in discontent^ but resolved not to stay much 
longer to hear the opinions of lawyers^ who are all 
■gainst him. On Sunday I dined at Sir Joshua's house 
on the hill [^Richmond]], with the Bishop of St Asaph 
[Shipley]]: the dinner was good^ and the bishop is 
{mowing and conversible." (}) 

j(l) This praise of Sir Joshua's dinner was not a matter of 
course; for his table, though very a^eeable, was not what ja 
usuall;^ called a good one, as appears from the following descrm> 
tion siven of it by Mr. Courtenay (a frequent and fayountft 
guest; to Sir James Mackintosh : -.- 

<* lliere was something singolar in the style and eoonamy of &t Joshua's 
table that contributed to pleasantry and good humour ; a coarse inelegant 
plenty, without any regard to order and arrangement A table, prepared 
for aeyen or eight, was oitea compdied to contain fifteen or dxteen. When 
this iNressing diflBcul^ was got over, a deficiency of kniyes, fbrks, plate^ 
and riacses succeeded. The attendance was in the same style; and it was 
absolu^y necessary to call instantly for beer, bread, or wine, that you 
mi^t be supplied with them before the first course was over. He was 
once prevailed on to Aimish the table with decanters and glasses at dinner, 
to save time, and prevent the tardy manoeuvres of two or three occasional 
undiscij^ined domestics. As these accelerating utensils were demolished 
u the course of service. Sir Joshua could never be persuaded to reitbii;^ 
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Lottm 249. TO HENRY THRALE, ESQ. 

«* June 3. 1776. 
'^ My Mistress writes as if she was afraid that I 
should make too much haste to see her. Pray tell her 
that there is no danger. The lameness of which I made 
mention in one of my notes has improved into a very 
serious and troublesome fit of the gout. I creep about 
and hang by both hands. I eigoy all the dignity of 
lameness. I receive ladies and dismiss them sitting. 
* Painful pre-eminence !' " 

The following letters concerning an Epitaph which 
he wrote for the monument of Dr. Goldsmith, in 
Westminster Abbey, afford at once a proof of his 
unaffected modesty, his carelessness as to his own 
writings, and of the great respect which he enter- 
tained for the taste and judgment of the excellent 
and eminent person to whom the first and last are 
addressed : — 

LBTrE»250. TO SJR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 

«« May 16. .177J6. 
*' Dear Sm, — I have been kept away from you, I 
laaow. not. weU howj and of these vexatious hindxanoes 

th^n. But these trifling embarrassments only served to enhance the 
hilarity and singular pleasure of the entertainment Hie win^ cookery, 
and dishes were but little attended to; nor war the fish or renison ever 
talked of or recommended. Amidst this convivial, animated bustle among 
hSfi guests, our host sat perfectly composed : always attentive to^what was 
said, never minding what was eat or drank, but left every one at perfect 
lUierty to scramble for himself Temporal and spiritual peers, phvsicianik 
lairyers, actors, and musicians, composed the motlev group, and played 
their parts without dissonance or discord. At five o'clock prmsely dinnet 
was served, whether all the invited guests were arrived or not. Sir Joshiiil 
was never so fashionid>1v ill-bred as to wait an hour perhaps for two or 
three persons of rank or title, and put the rest of the company out of hu. 
mour by this invidous distinction. His Ariends and intimate acquaintance 
ilrUl evf*** love his memory, and will long regret those social hours, and the 
c^eerftilness of that irr^ular, convivial table, which no one has attempted 
w levive or imitate, or was indeed qualified to supply.** ~ C. 
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I know not when there wiU he an end. I therefore send 
you the poor dear Doctor's epitaph. Read it first your- 
self ; and if you then think it right^ show it to the Cluh. 
I am^ you know, willing to he corrected. If you think 
any diing much amiss^ keep it to yourself tiU we come 
together. I haye sent two copies^ but prefer the card. 
The dates must be settled by Dr. Percy. I am^ Sir^ &c 

^^ Sam. Johnson." 



Letter 251. FRQM MISS REYNOLDS. 

« Richmond Hill, June 21. 1776. 

'^ Sm, — You saw by my last letter that I knew no- 
thing of your illness^ and it was imkind of you not to 
tell me what had been the matter with you ; and you 
should have let me know how Mrs. Thrale and all the 
family were ; but that would have been a sad trans- 
gression of the rule you have certainly prescribed to 
yourself of writing to some sort of people just such a 
number of lines. Be so good as to favour me with Dr. 
Groldsmith's £pitaph ; and if you have no objection, I 
should be very glad to send it to Dr. Beattie. I am 
writing now to Mrs. Beattie, and can scarce hope she 
will ever excuse my shamefiil neglect of writing to her, 
but by sending her something curious for Dr.'Beattie. 

" I don't know whether my brother ever mentioned 
to you what Dr. Beattie said in a letter he received from 
him the beginning of last month. As I have his letter 
here, I will transcribe it. ' In my third Essay, which 
treats of the advantages of classical learning, I have said 
sometiiing of Dr. Johnson, which I hope will please 
him ; I ought not to call it a compliment, for it ex- 
presses nothing but the real sentiments of my heart I 
can never forget the many and great obligations I am 
under to his genius and to his virtue, and I wish for an 
opportunity of testifying my gratitude to the world.' 

'^ My brotiier says he has lost Dr. Goldsmith's Epi- 
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taph^ Otherwise I would not trouble you for it. Indeed 
I should or I ought have asked if you had any objec- 
tion to my sending it, before I did send it — I am^ my 
good Sir, &c *' Frances Reynolds." 

Litter 252. TO MISS REYNOLDa 

« June 21. 1776. 

*' Dearest Madam, — Tou are aS naughty as you 
can be. I am willing enough to write to you when I 
have any thing to say. As for my disorder, as Sir 
Joshua saw me, I fancied he would tell you, and that I 
needed not tell you myself. Of Dr. Goldsmith's Epi- 
taph, I sent Sir Joshua two copies, and had none myself. 
If he has lost it, he has not done well. But I suppose 
J can recollect it, and will send it to you. — I am. 
Madam, &c. Sam. Johnson. 

'' P.S All the Thrales are well, and Mrs. Thrale 

has a great regard for Miss Reynolds." 

LBRXK353. TO SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 

« June 22. 1776. 
" Sm, — Miss Reynolds has a mind to send the Epi- 
taph to Dr. Beattie ; I am very willing, but having no 
copy, cannot immediately recollect it. She tells me you 
have lost it Try to recollect, and put down as much 
as you retain ; you perhaps may have kept what I have 
dropped. The lines for which I am at a loss are some- 
thing of rerum civHium sive naturalium, Q) It was a 
sorry trick to lose it ; help me if you can.-~I am, 8ir« 
your most humble servant, Sam. Johnson. 

** The gout grows belter, but slowly." 

(1) These words must have been in the other copy* Tbijr 
are not in that which was prcferrecU — * Cc 
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It was, I think, after I had left London in this 
year, that this Epitaph gave occasion to a remon- 
strance to the M<march of LitercUurey for an account 
of which I am indebted to Sir William Forbes, of 
Pitsligo. 

That my readers may have the subject more fully 
and clearly before them, I shall insert the Epitaph ; 

« OLIVARII GOLDSMITH, 

Poetae, Physici, Historici, 
Qui nullum ferd scribendi genus 

Non tetigit, 

Nullum <]|uod tetigit non ornavit : 

Sive nsus essent movendi, 

Stve lacryma^ 

Affbctuum potens at lenis dominator : 

Ingenio sublimis, yividus, versatilis, 

Oratione grandis, nitidus, venustus : 

Hoc monumento memoriam coluit 

Sodalium amor, 

Amiconim fides, 

Lectonim veneratio. 

Natus in Hibemid Fomiae Longfordiensis, 

In loco cui nomen Paluis, 

Nov. XXIX. MDccxxxi.(l); 

Eblanae Uteris institutus ; 

Obiit Londini, 

April. IV. MDCCLXXIY." 

Sir William Forbes writes to me thus : " I enclose 
the Round Robin, This Jeu cCesprit took its rise, 
one day at dinner at our friend Sir Joshua Reynolds's* 
All the company present, except myself, were friends 
and acquaintance of Dr. Goldsmith. The Epitaph 
written for him by Dr. Johnson became the subject 
of conversation, and various emendations were sug- 

(1) This was a mistake, which was not discovered till after 
Goldsmith's monument was put up in Westminster Abbey. Ha 
was bom Nov. 29. 1728 ; and therefore, when he died, he was in 
his forty-sixth year. — M.. 
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gested, which it was agreed should be submitted to 
the Doctor's consideration. But the question was, 
who should have the courage to propose them to him? 
At last it was hinted, that there could be no way so 
good as that of a Round Bobitiy as the sailors call it» 
which they make use of when they enter into a con- 
spiracy, so as not to let it be known who puts his 
name first or last to the paper. This proposition 
was instantly assented to ; and Dr. Barnard, Dean of 
Deny, now Bishop of Killaloe(*), drew up an address 
to Dr. Johnson on the occasion, replete with wit and 
humour, but which it was feared the Doctor might 
think treated the subject with too much levity. Mr. 
Burke then proposed the address as it stands in the 
paper in writing, to which I had the honour to offi- 
ciate as clerk. 

" Sir Joshua agreed to carry it to Dr. Johnson, 
who received it with much good humour (^), and 

(1) This prelate, who was afterwards translated to the see of 
Limerick, died at Wimbledon, in Surrey, June 7. 1806, in his 
eightieth year. The original Round Robin remained in his pos- 
session ; the paper which Sir William Forbes transmitted to Mr. 
BosweU being only a copj.— Malome. The enmying pub- 
lished b^ Mr. Boswell was not an exact fac simile of the whole of 
this cunous paper (which is of the size cailed foolscapf and too 
large to be folded into an ordinary volume), but of the signatures 
only; and, in later editions^ even these have, by successive 
copying, lost some of their original accuracy. By the fovour of 
the Earl of Balcarras Tto whom the paper has descended from 
his aunt, Lady Anne, tne widow of the son of Bishop Barnard) 
I have been enabled to present the reader with a fresh and more 
accurate fac simile of the signatures. — C. 

(2) He, however, upon seeing Dr. Warton*s name to the sug- 
gestion, that the epitaph should be in English, observed to Sir 
Joshua, ** I wonder that Joe Warton, a scholar by profession, 
should be such a fooL** He said too, ** I should have thought 
Mund Burke would have had more sense.** Mr. Langton, who 
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desired Sir Joshua to tell the gentlemen, tliat he 
would alter the Epitaph in any manner they pleased, 
as to the sense of it, but he toouM never consent to 
disgrace the walls of Westminster Abbey y with an 
English inscription, Q) 

'^ I consider this Round Robin as a species of 
literary curiosity worth preserving, as it marks, in a 
certain degree, Dr. Johnson's character." 



was one of the compan;;r at Sir Joshua's, like a sturdy scholar, 
resolutely refused to sign the Round Robin, The epitaph 
is engraved upon Dr. Goldsmith's monument without any 
alteration. At another time, when somebody endeavoured to 
argue in favonr of its being in English, Johnson said, " The 
language of the country of which a learned man was a native is 
not the language fit for his epitaph, which should be in ancient 
and permanent langui^e. Consider, Sir, how you should feel, 
were you to find at Rotterdam an epitaph upon Erasmus in 
JDutck /'* * For my own part, I think it would be best to have 
epitaphs written both in a learned language and in the language 
of the country ; so that they might have the advantage of being 
more universally understood, and at the same time be secured of 
classical stability. 1 cannot, however, but be of opinion, that it 
is not sufficiently discriminative. Applying to Goldsmith equally 
the epithets of « Poeta, Hisiorici, Physia," is surely not right ; 
for as to his claim to the last of those epithets, I have heard 
Johnson himself say, ** Goldsmith, Sir, will give us a very fine 
book upon the subject ; but if he can distinguish a cow from a 
horse, that, I believe, maybe the extent or his knowledge of 
natural history. '* His book is, indeed, an excellent performance, 
though in some instances he appears to have trusted too much 
to Bufibn, who, with all his theoretical ingenuity and extraordi- 
nary eloquence, I suspect had little actual information in the 
science on which he wrote so admirably. For instance, he tells 
us that the cow sheds her horns every two years ; a most palpable 
error, which Goldsmith has faithfuUy transferred into his book. 
It is wonderful that Buffon, who lived so much in the country, 
at his noble seat, should have fallen into such a blunf^er. I sup- 
pose he has confounded the cow with the deer, 

(1) See ant^, Vol. IV. p. 164., on the subject of English in- 
scriptions to English writers. — C. 



• Not a case lu point. Erasmus bad not written In Dutch. — C. 
OL. VI. P 
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My readers are presented with a faithful transcript 
of a paper, which I doubt not of their being desirous 
to see^ 

[ X £. Gibbon, x Jos. Warton. x Edm. Burke, x 

^ « We die Cireumscnben, having read with great H 

^ pleasure an intended epitaph for the monument of Q 

^ Dr. Goldsmith ; which, considered abstractedly, ap- ,^ 

% pears to be, for elegant composition, and masterly g 

S^ style, in every reqpect worthy of the pen of its learned g! 

p^ author ; are yet of opinion, that the character of the r 

deceased as a writer, particularly as a poet, ia^ per- ^j* 

^ haps, not delineated with all the exactness which Dr. % 

Johnson is capable of giving it. We* therefore, with ^ 

^ deference to his superior judgment, humbly request ^ 

*S that he would, at least, take the trouble of revising o 

£ it ; and of making such additions and alterations as g 

pQ he shaU think proper on a further perusal. But if |* 

rJ we might venture to express our wishes, they would ^ 

lead us to request that he would write the epitaph in w 

K English, rather than in Latin; as we think the x 

memory of so eminent an English writer ought to O 

g be perpetuated in the language to which his works 9 

C are likely to be so lasting an ornament, which we Q 

A also know to have been the opinion of the late Doctor u 

^ himself.** I 

X W. Forbes, x J. Reynolds, x William VacheU. (*) x ] 

(1) See jww*, sub Sd Oct. 1782. — C. 

(2) There would be no doubt that this was Thomas Franklin, 
D.D. the translator of Sophocles and Ludan, but that the Biog. 
Diet., and indeed the Doctor's own title-pages, spell his name 
Frandchn. He died in 1784. — C. 

(3) Anthony Chamier, Esq. M.P. for Tamworth, and Under- 
Secretary of State from 1775 till his death, 15ith Oct. 1780.— C. 

(4) This gentleman was a friend of Sur Joshua's, and attended 
his funeral. — C. 
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Sir William Forbes's observation is very just 
Tke anecdote now related proves, in the strongest 
manner, the reverence and awe with which Johnson 
was regarded, by some of the most eminent men of 
his time, in various departments, and even by such 
of them as lived most with him ; while it also con- 
firms what I have again and again inculcated, that 
he was by no means of that ferocious and irascible 
character which has been ignorantly imagined. (^) 

This hasty composition is abo to be remarked as 
one of the thousand instances which evince the ex- 
traordinary promptitude of Mr. Burke'; who, while 
he is equal to the greatest things, can adorn the 
least ; can, with equal facility, embrace the vast and 
complicated speculations of politics, or the ingenious 
topics of literary investigation. (2) 

Lettbe 254. TO MRS. BOSWELL. 

«< May 16. 1776. 

** Madam, — Yon must not think me undvil in 
omitting to answer the letter with which you favoured 
me some time ago. I imagined it to have been written 
without Mr. Boswell's knowledge^ and therefore sup- 
posed the answer to require, what I could not find^ a 
private conveyance. 

'' The difierence with Lord Auchinleck is now over ; 
and since young Alexander has appeared^ I hope no 
more difficulties will arise among you ; for I sincerely 
wish you all happy. Do not teach the young ones to 

(1) Most readers would draw a directly contrary concli»- 
sion. — C. 

(2) Besides this Latin epitaph, Johnson honoured the meinorv 
of hia friend Goldsmith with a short one in Chreek. — See antif 
Vol. V. p. 189. 

P 2 
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difllike me^ as you dislike me jounelf ; but kt me at 
least have Veronica's kindness., because she is my ac 
quaintance. 

<' You will now have Mr. Boswell home ; it is well 
that you have him; he has led a wild life. I have 
taken him to Lichfield^ and he has followed Mr. Thrale 
to Bath. Pray take care of him^ and tame him. The 
only thing in which I have the honour to agree with 
you is^ in loving him : and while we are so much of a 
mind in a matter of so much importance, our other 
quarrels wiU^ I hope^ produce no great bitterness. I 
am. Madam, &c. " Sam. Johnson." 

LnTBE255. FROM MR. BOSW£LL. 

« Edinburgh, June 25. 1776. 
'^ You have formerly complained that my letters were 
00 long. There is no danger of that complaint being 
made at present ; for I find it difficult for me to write 
to you at all." QHere an account of having been af> 
flicted with a return of melancholy or bad spirits.] '^ The 
boxes of books (}) which you sent to me are arrived ; 
but I have not yet examined the contents. I send yoa 
Mr. Maclaurin's paper for the negro who claims his 
freedom in the Court of Session." 

hvriEB. 2S6. TO MR. BOSWELL. 

July 2. 1776. 

^^ Dear Sir, — These black fits of which you com^ 
plain, perhaps hurt your memory as well as your imagin- 
Btion. When did I complain that your letters were 
too long? (2) Your last letter, after a very long delay, 

(1) Upon a settlement of our account of expenses on a tour 
to the Hebrides, there was a balance due to me, which Dr. 
Johnson chose to discharge by sending books. 

(1) Baretti told me that Johnson complained of my writing 
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orooght very bad news." [[Here a series of reflection^ 
upon melanc^oly^ and — what I could not help thinking 
strangely unreasonable in him who had sufiered so 
much from it himself— a good deal of severity and re- 
proofs as if it were owing to my own fault, or that I 
was^ perhaps^ affecting it from a desire of distinction.^ 
^ Read Cheyne's ' £nglish Malady ;' but do not let him 
teach you a foolish notion that melancholy is a proof of 
acuteness.! 

<^ To hear that you have not opened your boxes of 
books is very offensive. The examination and arrange- 
ment of so many volumes might have afforded you an 
amusement very seasonable at present, and useful for 
the whole of life. I am, I confess, very angry that you 
manage yourself so ill. I do not now say any more, 
than that I am, with great kindness and sincerity, &c. 

** Sam. Johnson. 

'< It was last year determined by Lord Mansfield in 
the Court of King's Bench, that a negro cannot be taken 
out of the kingdom without his own consent" 

LxnxaS57. TO MR. BOSWELL. 

"July 16. 1776. 

" Dear Sir, — I make haste to write again, kst 
my last letter should give you too much pain. Ii 
you are really oppressed with overpowering and invo- 
luntary melancholy, you are to be pitied radier than re- 
proached. 

" Now, my dear Bozzy, let us have done with quarrels 
and with oensore. Let me know whether I have not 
sent you a pretty library. There are, perhaps, many 



▼ay long letters to him when I was upon the continent : which 
wag most certainly true ; but it leems my friend did not r*. 
• rit. 

p 3 
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books among them which you ne^er need read thx>o«|^ ; 
but iheare are none which it is not propor for you lo 
know^ and sometimes to consult. Of these boekii» of 
which the use is only occasional, it is often suHeiaat to 
know the contents, diat, when any qipeatiim arises, you 
may know where to look for inf(Hrmation, 

^' Since I wrote, I have looked over Mr. Madaurin's 
plea, and think it excdlcnt How is the suit earned 
on ? If by subscription, I commission you to contri- 
bute, in my name, what is proper. L/ei nothing U? 
wanting in such a case. Dr. Drummond (^)> I see, is 
superseded. His fathar would have grieved ; but be 
lived to obtain the pleasure of his son's election* aiul 
died before that pleanire was abated. 

^' Langton's lady has brought him a girl, and botli 
are well : I dined with him the other day. 

^^ It vexes me to tell you, that on the evening of the 
29th of May I was seized by the gout, and am not 
quite welL The pain has not bem violent, but the 
weakness and tenderness were very troublesome ; and 
what is said to be very uncommon, it has not alleviated 
my other disorders. Make use of youth and health 
while you have them. Make my compliments to Mrs. 
BoswdL I am, my dear Sir, your most a£Fbctionate 

" Sam. Johnson/' 

LnnE258, FROM MR. BOSWELI4, 

« Edfaibuigh, July 18. 1776. 
^< Mt dbab Sir, — /our letter of the 2d of thia 
month was rather « harsh medicine | but J was d»- 

(1) The son of Johnson^s oM fiiend, Mr. William Dmm- 
liond. (Sm ana, VoL III. p. 10., and Vol. V. a laS.) He 
was a young man of such distinguiahed merit, that he was nomi- 
nated to one of the medical< profestonhips in the ocdlece of 
iklinburgh, without solicitation, while he was st Naples. Slav- 
ing other views, hs^id uqI accept of the honour, and 900Q after- 
'" died. 
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Mghted with that spontaneous tenderness, which^ a few 
days afterwards, sent forth such balsam as your next 
brought me. I found myself for some time so ill that 
all I could do was to preserve a decent appearance, 
while all within was weakness and distress. Like a 
reduced garrison that has some spirit left, I hung out 
flags, and planted all the force I could muster upon 
the walls. I am now much better, and I sincerely thank 
you for your kind attention and friendly counseL 

<^ Count Manned (') came here last week from 
travelling in Ireland^ I have shown him what civil- 
ities I could on his account, on yours, and on that of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thrale. He has had a fall from his 
horse, and been much hurt. I regret this unlucky acci- 
dent, for he seems to be a very amiable man." 

As the evidence of what I have mentioned at the 
beginning of this year, I st^lect from his private re- 
gister the following passage: — 

^' July 25. 1776. — O God, who hast ordamed that 
whatever is to be desired should be sought by labour, 
and who, by thy blessing, bringest honest labour to 
good effect, look with mercy upon my studies and en. 
deavours. Grant me, O Lord, to design only what is 
lawful and right ; and afford me calmness of mind, 
and steadiness of purpose, that I may so do thy will 
in this short life, as to obtain happiness in the world 
to come, for the sdce oi Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." 
(Pr. and Med. p. 151.) 



It appears from a note 8nl]joiBed, that thia 
composed wlien he << purposed to apply vigorously 



>^l 



_^ A Florentine n*bleman, mentioned bv Johnson m his 
Jf otes of his Tour in France.** I had the pleasure of becom* 
ing acquainted with him in London, in the spring of this year* 

f4 
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to study, particularly of the Greek and Italian 
tongues." 

Such a purpose, so expressed, at the age of sixty- 
seven, is admirable and encouraging; and it must 
impress all the thinking part of my readers with a 
consolatory confidence in habitual devotion, when 
they see a man of such enlarged intellectual powers 
as Johnson, thus, in the genuine earnestness of 
secrecy, imploring the aid of that Supreme Being, 
" from whom cometh down every good and e\-ery 
perfect gift." 

LirKR 259. TO SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 

♦* Aug. 3. 1776. 

"Sir, — A young man, whose name is Paterson, 
ofi^rs himself this evening to the Academy. He is the 
ion of a man Q) for whom I have long had a kindness, 
and is now abroad in distress. I shall be glad that 
you will be pleased to show him any little countenance, 
or pay him any small distinction. How much it is in 
your power to fafour or to forward a young man I da 
not know ; nor do I know how much this candidate 
deserves favour by his personal merit, or what hopes 
his proficiency may now give of future eminence. I 
recommend him as the son of my friend. Your cha. 
racter and station enable you to give a young man 
great encouragement by very easy means. You have 
heard of a man who asked no other favour of Sir Robert 
Walpole, than that he would bow to him at his levee. 
— I am, 1^, your most humble servant, 

^^ Saic Johnson." 

(1) Samuel Patenon^ formerly a bookseller, latterly an ano- 
tioaeer, and well known far his skill in forming <»talogues 
of books. He died in London, Oct 22. 1802. — [See ant^ VoL 
III. p. 2094 
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Lnm 960. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

** Edinburgb, Aug. 90. 1776. 

(After giving him an account of my having ex- 
amined the chests of books which he had sent to me^ and 
which contained what may be truly called a numerous 
and miscellaneous stall library, thrown together at lan. 
dom : — ) ''Lord Hailes was against the decree in the 
case of my client^ the minister ; not that he justified 
the minister^ but because the parishioner both provoked 
and retorted. I sent his lordship your able argument 
upon the case for his perusal. His observation upon 
it in a letter to me was^ ' Dr. Johnson's Suasorium is 
pleasantly (') and artfully composed. I suspect, how- 
ever^ that he has not convinced himself; for I believe 
that he is better read in ecclesiastical history^ than to 
imagine that a bishop or a presbyter has a right to 
begin censure or discipline i eaihedrd. (^) 

^' For the honour of Count Manned^ as well as to 
observe that exactness of truth which you have taught 
me^ I must correct what I said in a former letter. He 
did not fall from his horse^ which might have been an 
imputation on his skill as an officer of cavalry ; his 
horse fell with him. 

** I have^ since I saw you^ read every word of 
' Granger's Biographical History.' It has entertained 
me exceedingly, and I do not tldnk him the Whig that 
you supposed. Horace Walpole's being his patron is^ 

(1) Why his Lordship uses the epithet /»£0asan%, when speak- 
ing m a grave piece of reasoning, I cannot concdve. But di& 
ferent men have different notions of pleasantry. I happened to 
sit by a eentleman one eveninc at the Opera-house in London, 
who» at we moment when Meaea appeared to be in great agony 
at the thought of killing her children, turned to me with a smile, 
and said *^ funny enough." 

(2) Dr. Johnson afterwards told mei that he was of . opinion 
that a clergyman had this fight. 
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indeed^ no good sign of his political principles. But he 
denied to Lord Monntstnart that he wis a Whig^ and 
said he had been aocnaed by both parties of partiality. 
It seems he was like Pope, — 

< WhUe T<met caU me Whig^ and Whigs a Tory/ 

I wish you would look more into his book ; and as 
Lord Mountstoart wishes much to find a proper per- 
son to continue the work upon Granger's pkn^ and has 
desired I would mention it to you^ if such a man oc-» 
curs^ please to let me know. His lordship will give 
him generous encouragement." Q) 

Lrana 261. TO MR. ROBERT LEVET. 

Brightbelinstoiiey Oct. 21. 1776. 

'' Dear Sir^ — Haying spent about six weeks at this 
plaoe^ we haye at length resolved on returning. I ex- 
pect to see you all in Fleet Street on the 30th of ibis 
month. 

I did not go into the sea tall last Friday (2) ; but 
think to go most of this week^ though I know not 
that it does me any good. My nights are very restless 
and tiresome^ but I am otherwise well. I have written 
word of my coming to Mrs, Williams* 

Remember me kindly to Francis and Betsey. (^X — ^ 
am. Sir, &c Sam. Johnson." (*) 

(1) Lord Mountstoart, afterwards first Marquis of Bute, had 
Uso patronised, in a similar manner. Sir John Hill's immense 
** Vegetable System** (twenty..six vols, folio!); but Sir John's 
widow published, in 1788, « An Address to the Public,** in 
which she allied that Lord Bute had acted very penuriously in 
^hat matter. » C. 

(2) Johnson was a good swimmer. « One of the bathing- 
men at Briglitan seeing him swiia» sai^t * Why, Sir, you must 
have been a stout-hearted gentlesMiii forty years ago.*"-^ 
Piozzi. — C. 

, {8> Hisfeipalc8enrant.»]|l|. 

( (4) For this and Dr. Johnson's other letters to Mr. Leret, I 
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I agun wrote to Dr. Jolmson on the Slat of Oc- 
tober, infonaiiig him» that mj father had, in the most 
liberal manner, paid a large debt for me, and that I 
had now the happiness of being upon very good 
terms with him ; to which he returned the follow- 
ing answer : — 

LxTTu 262. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« Bolt Court, Nov. 16. 1776. 

" Dear Sib^ — I had great pleasure in hearing that 
you are at last on good terms with your father. OuU 
tivate his kindness by all honest and manly means. Life 
is but short : no time can be afforded but for the indul- 
gence of real sorrow, or contests upon questions seriously 
momentous. Let us not throw away any of our days 
upon useless resentment, or contend who shall hold out 
longest in stubborn malignity. It is best not to be 
'^ngry ; and best, in the next place^ to be quickly re- 
conciled. May you and your father pass the remainder 
of your time in reciprocal benevolence ! Do you ever 
hear from Mr. Langton ? I visit him sometimes, but 
he does not talk. I do not like his scheme of life ; but 
as I am not perm tted to understand it, I cannot set 
any thing right that is wrong. His children are sweet 
baoies. 

" I hope my irreconcileable enemy, Mrs. BosweU^ is 
well. Desire her not to tranunit ner malevolence tQ 
the young people. Let me have Alexander, and Vero- 
nica, and Euphemia, for my friends. 



«m indebted lo my ol4 acquaintance Mr. Natii)an|el Tho^at^ 
whose worth and ingenuity have been lopg known to a respect 
able though not a wide circle, and whose coUection of medals 
would do credit to persons d sreatcr opulence. -^ B. — M)r» 
Thomas was many years editor or the <* St. James's Chronicle.* 
He died Maich 1. 17d5. — M. 
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'^ Mn. WilliamSy whom you may reckon as one of 
your wellwiflhers^ Is in a feeble and languishing state^ 
with little hopes of growing better. She went for some 
part of the autumn into the country, but is little bene- 
fited ; and Dr. Lawrence confesses that his art is at an 
end. Death is^ however^ at a distance : and what more 
than that can we say of ourselves ? I am sorry for her 
pain^ and more sorry for her decay. Mr. Levet ia 
sound, wind and limb. 

'^ I was some weeks this autumn at Brighlhelmstone. 
The place was very dull ; and I was not well : the ex- 
pedition to the Hebrides was the most pleasant journey 
that I ever made. Such an effort annually would give 
the world a little diversification. Every year^ however, 
we cannot wander, and must therefore endeavour to 
spend our time at home as well as we can. I believe it 
is best to throw life into a method, that every hour may 
bring its employment, and every employment have its 
hour. Xenophon observes;^ in his < Treatise of (Eco. 
nomy,' that if every thing be kept in a certain place, 
when any thing is worii out or consumed, the vacuity 
which it leaves will sliow what is wanting ; so if every 
part of time has its duty, the hour will call into remem- 
brance its proper engagement 

" 1 have not practised all this prudence myself, but 
I have suffered much for want of it ; and I would have 
jou, by timely recollection and steady resolution, escape 
horn diose evils which have lain heavy upon me. I 
am, my dearest Boswell, &c. Sam. Johnson." 

On the 16th of November, I informed him tha* 
Mr. Strahan had sent me twelve copies of the 
^ Journey to the Western Islands," handsomely 
bound, instead of the twenty copies which were 
stipulated, but which, I supposed, were to be only 
in sheets ; requested to know how they should be 
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distributed ; and mentioned that I had another son 
bom to me^ who was named David^ and was a sickly 
infant. 

Lktteii 263. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« Dec. 21. 1776. 

'^ Dear Sir^ — I have been for some time ill of a 
cold^ which^ perhaps^ I made an excuse to myself for 
not writing, when in reality I know not what to say. 

^^ The books you must at last distribute as you think 
best, in my name, or your own, as you are indined, or 
as you judge most proper. Every body cannot be 
obliged ; but I wish that nobody may be offended. Do 
the best you can. 

^' I congratulate you on the increase of your family, 
and hope that little David is by this time well^ and his 
mamma perfectly recovered. I am much pleased to 
hear of the re-establishment of kindness between you 
and your father. Cultivate his paternal tenderness as 
much as you can. To live at variance at all is uncom- 
fortable ; and variance with a father is still more un- 
comfortable. Besides that, in the whole dispute you 
have the wrong side ; at least you gave the first provo- 
cations, and some of them very offensive. Let it now 
be all over. As you have no reason to think that your 
aew mother has shown you any foul play, treat her with 
respect, and with some degree of confidence ; this will 
secure your father. When once a discordant family 
has felt the pleasure of peace^ they will not willingly 
lose it. If Mrs. Boswell would be but friends with me, 
we might now shut the temple of Janus. 

'^ 'VVTiat came of Dr. Memis's cause ? Is the ques- 
tion about the negro determined ? Has Sir Allan any 
reasonable hopes ? What is become of poor Macquarry ? 
l^et me know the event of all these litigations. I wish 
particularly well to the negro and Sir Allan. 
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*^ Mn. WdyatiM hai been mneh out of order ; and 
though she is something better, is likely^ in her phy. 
sidan's opinion, to endure her malady for life, though 
she may^ perhaps^ die of some other. Mrs. Thrale is 
big^ and fancies that she carries a boy . if it were very 
reasonable to wish much about it, I should wish her not 
to be disappointed. The desire of male heirs is not 
appendant only to feudal tenures. A son is almost ne* 
cessary to the continuance of Thrale*s fortune; for 
what can misses do with a brewhouse? Lands are 
fitter for daughters than trades. 

" Baretti went away from Thrale's in some whim- 
sical 'fit of disgust, or ill-nature, widiout taking any 
leave. It is well if he finds in any other place as good 
an habitation, and as many conveniences. He has got 
^Ye and twenty guineas by translating Sir Joshua's Dis- 
courses into Italian^ and Mr. Thrale gave him an hun- 
dred in the spring ; so that he is yet in no difficulties. 
" Colman has bought Foote's patent, and is to allow 
Foote for life sixteen hundred pounds a year, as Rey- 
(. . nolds told me, and to allow him to play so often on such 
terms that he may gain four hundred pounds more. 
J ^ What Colman can get by this bargain Q), but trouble 
I sknd haxftrd. T do not see. I am. dear Sir^ &C. 

Bam. Johnson." 



I 1^1 and hazard, I do not see. I am^ dear Sir^ &c. 



The Reverend Dr. Hugh Blair, who had long been 
admired as a preacher at Edinburgh, thought now of 
difiusing his excellent sermons more extensively, and 
increasing his reputation, by publishing a collection 
of them. He transmitted the manuscript to Mr. 
Strahan, the printer, who, after keeping it for some 
time, wrote a letter to him, discouraging the public- 

(1) It turned out, however, a very fortunate bargain; for 
Voobdf though not then fiAy-siz, died at an inn in Dover, in lest 
thaa'a vear, October 81. 1777. — M. 
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ation. Such, at first> was the unpropitious state of 
one of the most successful theological books that 
has ever appeared. Mr. Strahan, however, had 
sent one of the sermons to Dr. Johnson for his 
opinion ; and after his unfavourable letter to Dr. 
Blair had been sent off, he received from Johnson, 
on Christmas-eve, a note in which was the following 
paragraph : — 

** I have read over Dr. Blair's first sermon with more 
than approbation : to say it is good^ is to say too litde." 

I believe Mr. Strahan had very soon after this 
time a conversation with Dr. Johnson concerning 
them; and then he very candidly wrote again to 
Dr. Blair, enclosing Johnson's note, and agreeing to 
purchase the volume, for which he and Mr. Cadell 
gave one hundred pounds. The sale was so rapid 
and extensive, and the approbation of the public so 
high, that, to their honour be it recorded, the pro- 
prietors made Dr. Blair a present first of one sum, 
and afterwards of another, of fifty pounds, thus 
voluntarily doubling the stipulated price; and, 
when he prepared another volume, they gave him 
at once three hundred pounds, being in all five 
hundred pounds, by an agreement to which I am 
a subscribing witness ; and now for a third octavo 
volume he has received no less than six hundred 
pounds. Q) 

(1) A fourth Toluhie was purchased on the 'same liberal 
terms, and a fifth was published after his death, in 1801, with ** A 
abort Account of his Life, by the Rey. Dr. Finlayaon.** A larger 
life appeared in 1807, by Dr. HiU. ~ CaALMvaa. 
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LwraK264. TO MRS. THRALE. 

* Wednesday, January 15. 1 in the morning, 177/. 

' Omnium rerum vieUsitudo ! The night after last 
Thursday was so bad that I took ipecacuanha the next 
day. The next night was no better. On Saturday I 
dined with Sir Joshua. The night was such as I was 
forced to rise and pass some hours in a chair^ with great 
labour of respiration. I found it now time to do some- 
thing, and went to Dr. Lawrence, and told him I would 
do what he should order, without reading the prescrip- 
tion. He sent for a chirurgeon, and took about twelve 
ounces of blood, and in the afternoon 1 got sleep in a 
chair. 

^' At night, when I came to lie down, after trial of 
an hour or two, I found sleep impracticable, and there- 
fore did what the doctor permitted in a case of distress ; 
I rose, and opening the orifice, let out about ten ounces 
more. Frank and I were but awkward ; but, with Mr. 
Levet's help, we stopped the stream, and I lay down 
again, though to little purpose ; the difficulty of breath- 
ing allowed no rest. I slept again in the daytime, in 
an erect posture. The doctor has ordered me a second 
bleeding, which I hope will set my breath at liberty. 
Last night I could lie but a little at a time. 

^^ Yet 1 do not make it a matter of much form. I 
was to-day at Mrs. Gardiner's. When I have bled to- 
morrow, I will not give up Langton nor Paradise. But 
I beg that you will fetch me away on Friday. I do 
not know but clearer air may do me good ; but whether 
the air be dear or dark, let me come to you. Q) I 
am, &c 

" * To deep, or not to sleep—— • *• 

(1) Thisletter aflR>rds a strong pi uof of Johnson's anxiety for 
•odety, and the effort he would make, even over dis^ue, to eiw 
joy it. — C. 
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In 17779 it appears from his ^< Prayers aad Me- 
ditations," that Johnson suffered much from a state 
of mind " unsettled and perplexed,** and from that 
constitutional gloom, which, together with his ex* 
treme humility and anxiety with regard to his reli- 
gious state, made him contemplate himself through 
too dark and unfavourable a medium. It may be 
said of him, that he " saw God in clouds." Certain 
we may be of his injustice to himself in the follow- 
ing lamentable paragraph, which it b painful to 
think came from the contrite heart of this great 
man, to whose labours the world is so much in- 
debted : — »- 

*' 'When I survey my past life, I discover nothing 
but a barren waste of time^ with some disorders of body, 
and disturbances of the mind very near to madness, 
which I hope He that made me will suffer to extenuate 
many faults, and excuse many deficiencies." (P. 155.) 

But we find his devotions in this year eminently 
fervent ,- and we are comforted by observing inter- 
vals of quiet, composure, and gladness. 

On Easter-day we find the following emphatic 
prayer : — 

'^ Almighty and most merciful Father, who seest all 
our miseries, and knowest all our neeessities, look down 
upon me and pity me. Defend me from the violent 
incursion of evil thoughts, and enable me to form and 
keep such resolutions as may conduce to the discharge 
of the duties which thy providihce shall appoint me ; 
and so help me, by thy Holy f^int, that my heart may 
surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found, 
and that 1 may serve thee with pure affection and a 

VOL. VI. Q 
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cheerful mind. Have mercy upon me^ O God, havA 
mercy upon me ! Years and infirmities oppress me ; 
terror and anxiety beset me. Have mercy upon me> 
my Creator and my Judge ! In all dangers protect me ; 
in all perplexities relieve and free me ; and so help me 
by thy Holy Spirit, that I may now so commemorate 
the death of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, as that^ 
when this short and painful life shall have an end, I 
may, for his sake, be received to everlasting happiness. 
Amen." (P. 158.) 

While he was at church, the agreeable impres- 
sions upon his mind are thus commemorated : — 

^' On Easter-day I was at church early, and there 
prayed over my prayer, and commended Tetty and my 
other friends. I was for some time much distressed, 
but at last obtained, I hope, from the God of Peace, 
more quiet than I have enjoyed for a long time. I had 
made no resolution, but as my heart grew lighter, my 
hopes revived, and my courage increased ; and I wrote 
with my pencil in my Common Prayer-Book, — 

** Vita ordinanda. 
Biblia legenda. 
Theologis opera danda. 
Serviendum et laetandum." 

'^ I then went to the altar, having, I believe, again 
read my prayer. I then went to the table and commu- 
nicated, praying for some time afterwards, but the par- 
ticular matter of my prayer I do not remember. 

'' I dined, by an appointment, with Mrs. Gardiner^ 
and passed the afternoon with such calm gladness of 
mind as it is very long since I felt before. I came 
home, and began to read the Bible. I passed the night 
in such sweet uninterrupted sleep as 1 have not known 
since I slept at Fort Augustus. 

'' On Monday I dined with Sheward, on Tuesday 
with Paradise. The mornings have been devoured bj 
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company, and one intrusion has^ through the whole 
week^ succeeded to another. 

" At the banning of the year I proposed to mysdf 
a scheme of life^ and a pkn of study ; hut neither life 
has heen rectified^ nor study followed. Days and months 
pass in a dream ; and I am afraid that my memory 
grows less tenacious^ and my observation less attentive. 
If I am decaying^ it is time to make haste. My nights 
are restless and tedious^ and my days drowsy. The 
flatulence which torments me has sometimes so ob- 
structed my breath, that the act of respiration became 
not only voluntary^ but laborious in a decumbent posture. 
By copious bleeding I was relieved, but not cured. 

'' 1 have this year omitted church on most Sundays, 
intending to supply the deficience in the week. So that 
I owe twelve attendances on worship. I will make no 
more such superstitious stipulations^ which entangle 
the mind with unbidden obligations." (P. 156 — 159.) 

Mr. Steevens, whose generosity is well known, 
joined Dr. Johnson in kind assistance to a female 
relation of Dr. Goldsmith, and desired that on her 
return to Ireland she would procure authentic par- 
ticulars of the life of her celebrated relation. Con- 
cerning her is the following letter : — 

lxm% 265. TO GEORGE STEEVENS, ESQ. 

« Feb. 25. 1777. 

'^ Dear Sib, — You will be glad to hear that from 
Mrs. Goldsmith, whom we lamented as drowned, I have 
received a letter full of gratitude to us all, with promise 
to make the enquiries which we recommended to her. 
I would have had the honour of conveying this intel- 
ligence to Miss Caulfield, but that her letter is not at 
hand, and I know not the direction. You will tell the 
good news. -^ I am, Sir, &c. Sam. Johnson.** 

Q 2 
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LxTTBR 266. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

** Edinburgh, Ffelxl4. 1777. 

'^ Mr D1L&A SiBy -^ My state o€ epistolary aeeomits 
wt^ you at present is extraordinary* The halance^ as 
to number^ is on yovr side. I am inddbted to you for 
two letters: one dated the l6th of Noremlaer^ upon 
ifhieh yery day I wrote to you, so that our letters were 
exactly exdianged ; and cuae dated the ^Ist of Decern** 
berkst. 

^ My heart was warmed with gratitude by the truly 
kind contonts <^ both of them ; and it is amazing and 
'exing that I have aUowed so much time to dapse 
.without writing to you. But delay is inherent in me, 
by nature or by bad habit. I waited till I should htLYt 
wm opportunity of paying you my compUments on n 
new^year. I have pvocrastinated till iiie year is no 
longer new. 

" Dr. Memis's cause was determined against him, 
with 40/. costs. The lord president, and two other of 
the judges, dissented from the majority upon this 
ground : that although there may have been no inten^ 
tion to injure him by calling him doctor of medicine 
instead of physician; yet, as he remonstrated against the 
designation before the charter was printed off, and re- 
presented that it was disagreeable, and even hurtful to 
him, it was ill-natured to refuse to alter it^ and let him 
have the designation to which he was certainly entitled. 
My opinion is^ that our court has judged wrong. The 
defendants weretn maid fide, to persist in naming him 
in a way that he disliked. You remember poor Gold- 
smith, when he grew important, and wished to appear 
Doctor Major (}y, could not bear your calling him Goldy. 
Would it not have been wrong to have named him so 
in your ' Preface to Shakspeare/ or in any serious per- 
manent writing of any sort ? The difficulty is, whether 

(I) See ant^, VoL I V. p. 98. -«- C. , 
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tn action should be alowed on i«eh petty wrongs. De 
minimis non curat lev. 

^' The negro cause Is not yet decided. A memorial 
is preparing on the side of ^avery. I shall send yoH a 
copy as soon as it is printed. Madaurin is made 
happy by your approbation ci his memorial for the 
black. Macquarry was here in die winter, and we 
passed an evening together. The sale of his estate 
cannot be prevented. 

'' Sir Allan Maclean's suit against the Duke of 
Argyle^ for recovering liie ancient inheritance of his 
family, is now fairly before all our judges. I spoke for 
him yesterday, and Madaurin to-day ; Crosbie spoke 
to-day against him. Three more counsel are to be 
heard, and next week tlie cause will be determined. I 
send you the informations, or cases, on eadi side, 
which I hope you 'will read. You said to me, when we 
were under Sir Allan's hospitable roof^ ^ I will help you 
with my pen.' You said it with a generous glow ; and 
though his Graee of Argyle did afterwards mount yoa 
upon an excellent hone, upon which ' you lodced like 
a bishop,' you .must not swerve ftom your purpose at 
lachkenneth. I wish yea may understand the points 
It issue, amidst our Scotdi law principles and phrases." 
[]Here followed a full state of the case, in w^ch I en* 
deavoufed to make it za dear as I could to an English- 
man who had no knowledge of the finrmidarieB and 
technical language flf the law of Scotland.] 

^' I sh^ inSmrra -you how the cause is dedded here. 
But BB it may he brought under die review of our 
judges, and is eeBtainly to be earned by ^[iped to the 
House of Lvrds, tlK aasiatance of sndi a mind as yours 
will he of tsQMequence. Your paper an Fictaw IntrfH 
mis^iom ii anoUe pnwf of what yoa ^n do eren in 
Scolfakw. 

^' I have B»t yot ^ystrifaaled afl jtm: bodes. Lord 
fiailei and Lord Monboddo bave eadi reoerved one 
Q 3 
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and return you thanks. Monboddo dined with me 
lately^ and^ having drunk tea^ we were a good while hy 
ourselves ; and as I knew that he had read the ^ Jour- 
ney' superficially^ as he did not talk of it as I wished, 
I brought it to him» and read aloud several passages ; 
aud then he talked so^ that I told him he was to have 
a copy from the author. He begged that might be 
marked on it. I ever am^ my dear Sir^ &c. 

" James Boswell/* 

Letibk 267. FROM SIR ALEXANDER DICK. 

«« Prestonfield, Feb.l7. 1777, 

'' Sir, — I had yesterday the honour of receiving 
your book of your * Journey to the Western Islands of 
Scotland,' which you were so good as to send me, by 
the hands of our mutual friend, Mr. Boswell, of Au. 
chinleck ; for which I return you my most hearty 
thanks ; and, after carefully reading it over again, shall 
deposit it in my little collection of choice books, next 
our worthy friend's * Journey to Corsica.* As there 
are many things to admire in both performances, I have 
often wished that no travels or journey should be pub- 
lished but those undertaken by persons of integrity, and 
capacity to judge well and describe faithfully, and in 
good language^ the situation, condition, and manners of 
the countries passed through. Indeed, our country of 
Scotland, in spite of the union of the crowns, is still in 
most places so devoid of clothing or cover from hedges 
and plantations, that it was well you gave your readers 
a sound monitoire with respect to that circumstance. 
The truths you have told, and the purity of the lan- 
guage in which they are expressed, as your ^ Journey' 
is universally read, may, and already appear to have, « 
very good effect. For a man of my acquaintance, who 
has die largest nursery for trees and hedges in this 
country, tells me, that of late the demand upon him lor. 
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these articles is douUed^ and sometimes tripled. I 
have^ therefore^ listed Dr. Samuel Johnson in some of 
my memorandums of the principal planters and favourers 
of the enclosures^ under a name which I tock the liberty 
to invent from the Greeks Pappadendrion. Lord Au- 
ehinleck and some few more are of the list I am told 
that one gentleman in the shire of Aberdeen^ viz. Sir 
Archibald Grants has planted above fifty millions of 
trees on a piece of very Wild ground at Monimusk : I 
must enquire if he has fenced them well^ before he enters 
my list ; for that is the soul of enclosing. I began 
myself to plant a little^ our ground being too valuable 
for much^ and that is now fifty years ago ; and the 
trees^ now in my seventy-fourth year, I look up to with 
reverence^ and show them to my eldest son^ now in his 
fifteenth year; and they are the full height of my 
oountry-house here, where I had the pleasure of re- 
ceiving you, and hope again to have diat satisfaction 
with our mutual friend, Mr. BoswelL I shall always 
continue, with the truest esteem, dear Doctor, &c. 

** Alexander Dick."(') 

Letter 268. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

«* Feb. 18. 1777. 
*' Dear Sir, — It is so long since I heard any thing 
from you (^), that I am not easy about it : write something 
to me next post. When you sent your last letter, every 
thing seemed to be mending ; I hope nothing has lately 
grown worse. I suppose young Alexander continues to 
thrive, and Veronica is now very pretty company. I 
do not suppose the lady is yet reconciled to me ; yet let 
her know mat 1 love her very well, and value her very 
much. 

(1) For a character of this very amiable man, see anti, Vol, 
I V. p. 41., and the Biographical Dictionary. He died in 1785. 

(2) By the then course of the post» my long letter of the 14th 
bad not yet reached him. 

4* 
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'^ Dr. Blair is prindng tome sennons. If they are 
all like the ftrst^ which I have read^ they are aermoHM 
aurei, ae auro magi$ aurei. It is exeelieotly written 
both as to doctrine and language. Mr* Watson's book(i) 
seems to be much esteemed. 

" Poor Beaueleik still continues very ill, Langton 
lives on as he need to do. His children are very 
pretty^ and, I ^nk^ his lady loses her Scotch. (^) 
Paoli I never see. 

" 1 have been so distressed by difficulty of breathing, 
that I lost^ as was computed, six-and-tl^ty ounces of 
blood in a few days. I am better, but not well. I 
wish you would be vigilant and get me Graham's 
' Telemadius/ that was printed at Grlasgow, a very 
little book ; and ' JohmtoM PowuUa (^), anoth^ little 
bode, printed at Middleburgh. 

" Mrs. Williams sends her compliments, and pro. 
mises that when you come hither she will accommodare 
you as well as ever she can in the old room. She 
wishes to know whether you sent her book to Sir Alex- 
ander Gordon. My dear Boswell, do not neglect to 
write to me ; for your kindness is one of the pleasures 
of my life, which I should be sorry to lose. I am, &c. 

** Sam. Johnson." 

Letmb 269. FROM MB. BOSWELL. 

<« Edinburgh, Feb. 24. 1777. 
*' Dear S», — Your letter dated the 18th instant, 
I had the pleasure to receive last post. Although my 
late long neglect, or rather delay, was truly culpable, I 
am tempted not to regret it, since it has produced me so 
valuable a proof of your regard. I did, indee4f during 
that inexcusable silence, sometimes divert the reproaches 

(1) History of Philip the Second. 

(2) Lady Rothes was a native of England, but she had lived 
lonff in Scotland, and never, it is said, entirely lost the accent 
■he nad acquired there. — C. 

(3) See ant^, VoL IV. p. 96. — C 
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of my owB mind^ l^ fancying that I should hear again 
from you^ ^nqiuriBg with some anxiety about me, be« 
cause, for aught you knew^ I might have been ilL 

'^ You are pleased to show me that my kindness is of 
some consequence to you. My heart is elated at the 
thought. Be assured, my dear Sir, that my afifection 
and reverence for you are exalted and steady. I do not 
believe that a more perfect attachment ever existed in 
the history of mankind. And it is a noble attachment ; 
for the attractions are genius, learning, and piety. 

^' Your difficulty of breathing alarms me, and brings 
into my imagination an event, which, although, in the 
natural course of things, I must expect at some period, 
I cannot view with composure. 

'^ My wife is much honoured by what you say of her. 
She begs you may accept of her best compliments. She 
is to send you some marmalade of oranges of her own 
making. I ever am, my dear Sir, &c. 

'^ Jambs Boswell." 

LrrrKa270. TO MRS. ASTON. 

« Bolt-Court, March 8. 1777. 

" Dear Madak, — As we pass on through the jour- 
ney of life, we meet, and ought to expect, many un- 
pleasing occurrences, but many likewise encounter us 
unexpected. I have this morning heard from Lucy of 
your illness. I heard, indeed, in the next sentence that 
you are to a great di^ee recovered. May your reco. 
very, dearest Madam, be complete and lasting! The 
hopes of paying you the annual visit is one of the few 
solaces with whidi my imaginatioii gratifles me, and my 
wish is, that I may ted yon happy. 

*' My health is much broken ; my nights are very 
restless, and wiU not be made more comfortable by re- 
membering that one of the friends whom I Talue most 
is suffering equally with myself. Be pleased, dearest 
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lady^ to let me know how you are ; and if writing be 
troublesome, get dear Mrs. Gastrell to write for you. I 
hope she is well and able to assist you ; and wish that 
you may so well recover, as to repay her kindness, if 
she should want you. May you both live long happy 
tc^ether ! I am, dear Madam, &c. 

*' Sam. Johnson." 

LiTTx& 271. TO JAM£S BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« March 14. 1777. 

*' Dear Sir, — I have been much pleased with your 
late letter^ and am glad that my old enemy, Mrs. Bos- 
well, begins to feel some remorse. As to Miss Vero- 
nica's Scotch, I think it cannot be helped. An English 
maid you might easily have ; but she would still imitate 
the greater number, as they would be likewise those 
whom she must most respect Her dialect wUl not be 
(n-oss. Her mamma has not much Scotch, and you 
have yourself very little. 1 hope she knows my name, 
and does not call me Johnston. (') 

'^ The immediate cause of my writing is this : One 
Shaw, who seems a modest and a decent man, has 
written an Erse Grammar, which a very learned High- 
lander, Macbean, has, at my request, examined and 
approved. The book is very little, but Mr. Shaw has 
been persuaded by his friends to set it at half a guinea^ 
though I advised only a crown, and thought myself 
Hberal. You, whom the authmr considers as a great en> 
oourager of ingenious men, will receive a parcel of his 
proposals and receipts. I have imdertaken to give you 
notice of them, and to solicit your countenance. You 
must ask no poor man> because the price is really to6 
high. Yet such a work deserves patronage. 

* (1) JohiMon is the most common English formation of the 
surname from John ; Johnifon the Scotch. My illustrious fUend 
observed that many North Britons pronounced his name in their 
own way. — B. — The names are radically different : one is 
patronymic, John*s <on; the other local, John*s town* — C. lfaS5» 
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*^ It is proposed to augment our dub from twenty to 
thirty^ of wldch I am glad ; for as we have sevend in 
it whom I do not much like to consort wi& (}), I am 
for reducing it to a mere miscellaneous collection of con- 
spicuous men^ without any determinate character. I 
am^ dear Sir^ most affectionately yours^ 

'' Sam. Johnson. 

" My respects to madam^ to Veronica^ to Alexander* 
to Euphemia^ to Dayid." 



Limft 272. TO MRa ASTON. 

« March 15. 1777. 
** Dearest Madam^ — The letter with which I was 
favoured^ by the kindness of Mrs. Gastrell^ has contri- 
buted very little to quiet my solicitude. I am indeed 
more frighted than by Mrs. Porter's account. Yet, 
since you have had strength to conquer your disorder so 
as to obtain a partial recovery^ I think it reasonable to 
believe, that the favourable season which is now coming 
forward may restore you to your former health. Do 
not, dear Madam, lose your courage, nor by despondence 
or inactivity give way to the disease. Use such exer- 
cise as you can bear, and excite cheerful thoughts in 
your own mind. Do not harass your faculties with 
laborious attention : nothing is, in my opinion, of more 
mischievous tendency in a state of body like yours, than 
deep meditation or perplexing solicitude. Gaiety is a 
duty, when health requires it. Entertain yourself as 
you can with small amusements or light conversation^ 
and let nothing but your devotion ever make you se- 
rious. But while I exhort you, my dearest lady, to mer« \ 

(l^ On account of their di£Ebrine from him as to religion and 
politics. — B. — Messrs. Burke, Beauclerk, Fox, &c It was 
about this time that Mr. Sheridan^ Lord Upper-Ossory, Dr. 
Marlay (afterwards Bishop of Waterford), and Mr. Dunning 
were admitted.— C. 
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riment^ I am Tery •eriimi myielf. The Ion or danger 
of a friend is not to be considered witii indiflRsrenoe ; 
but I derive some oonsolatioa from die diought, diat 
you do not kogudi UQattanded ; that yon aie not in 
tiie hands <tf strangers or servants, hot have a sister at 
hand to watch your wants and 8iq>^y them. U, at 
this distance, I ean be of any use^ by consulting physi- 
dans, or for any other purpose, I hope you will employ 
me. 

<' I have thought on a journey to Staffordshire ; and 
hope, in a few weeks, to dimb Stow Hill, and to find 
there the pleasure which I have so often found. Let 
me hear again from you. I am^ dear Madam, your 
most humble servant^ Sam. Johnson." 

LnTiK273. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

« Edinburgh, April 4. 1777. 

(After informing him of the death of my little son 
David, and that I could not come to London this ^ring:) 
'< I think it hard that I should be a whde year without 
seeing you. May I presume to petition for a meeting 
with you in the autumn ? Tou have, I believe, seen aH 
the cathedrals in Eng^d, except that of Carlisle. If 
you are to be vrith Dr. Taylor, at Ashbourne, it would 
not be a great journey to come thither. We may pass 
a few most agreeable days there by ourselves, and I vrill 
accompany you a good -ptcrt of the way to tlie south- 
ward again. Pray think of this. 

'^ Tou forget that Mr. Shaw's Erse Orammar was put 
into your hands by myself last year. Lord Eglingtoune 
put it into mine. I am g^ that Mr. Maobean ap- 
proves of it. I have reodved Mr. Shaw's proposals for 
its publication^ whidi I can percdve are written by th^ 
hand of a fneuUr, • • • . Pray get for me all the 
editions of ' Walton's Lives*' I have a notion dnt the 
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republication of them with notes will fall upon me, bt- 
tween Dr. Home and Lord Hailes." Q) 

Mr. Shaw's Proposals f for an << Analysis of the 
Scotch Celtic Language" were thus illuminated by 
the pen of Johnson : — 

'' Though the Erse dialect of the Celtic language has, 
from the earliest times, been spoken in Britain, and still 
subsists in the northern parts and adjacent islands, yet, 
by the n^^gence of a people rather warlike than let- 
tered, it has hitherto been left to the capdce and judg- 
ment of every speaker, and has floated in the living 
voice, without the steadiness of analogy, or direction of 
rules. 

An Erse Grammar is an addition to the stores of 
literature; and its author hopes for the indulgence 
always shown to those that attempt to do what was 
never done before. If his work i^iall be found defect* 
ive, it is at least all Ina own: he is not, like other 
grammarians, a compiler or transcriber ; what he ddi - 
vers, he has learned by attentive observation among his 
countrymen^ who, perhaps, will be themsdives surprised 
to see that speech reduced to {Hrindides, which they 
have used only by imitation. 

" The use of this book will, however, not be confined 
to the mountains and islands : it will afford a pleasing 
and important sulject of speculation to those whose 
studies lead them to trace the affinity of languages, and 
the migrations of the ancient races of mankind." 

(l) None of the persons here mentioned executed the work 
which they had in contemplation. Walton's valuable book, 
however, ha* been correctlj republished in quarto and octavo^ 
with notes and illustrations bv the Rev. Mr. Zouch. ^ M. — 
It was also printed at the Clarendon press, in 1805, in two 
volumes, I2nio^ aad in one voL 8voy 1884. ^^ Hall. 
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LRnK274. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

« Glasgow, April 24. 1777. 

*^ Mt dear Sir^ — Our worthy friend Thrale's death 
having appeared in the newspapers^ and been afterwards 
contradicted^ I have been placed in a state of very uneasy 
uncertainty^ from which I hoped to be relieved by you ; 
but my hopes have as yet been vain. How could you 
omit to write to me on such an occasion ? I shall wait 
with anxiety. — I am going to Auchinleck to stay a 
fortnight with my father. It is better not to be there 
very long at one time. But frequent renewals of atten- 
tion are agreeable to him. 

'^ Pray tell me about this edition of ^ English Poets, 
with a Preface^ biographical and critical, to each Author, 
by Samuel Johnson, LL.D.' which I see advertised. I 
am delighted with the prospect of it Indeed^ I am 
happy to fed that I am capable of being so much de. 
lighted with literature. But is not the charm of this 
publication chiefly owing to the magnum namen in the 
front of it? 

*^ What do you say of Lord Chesterfield's Memoirs 
and last Letters ? Q) 

^' My wife has made marmalade of oranges for you. 
I left her and my daughters and Alexander all well yes- 
terday. I have taught Veronica to speak of you thus ; 
Dr. John«oi»^ not John«^7». — I remain^ &c. 

'^ Jambs Boswbll." 

LzTTxa 275. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« May 3. 1777. 
" Dear Sir^ — The story of Mr. Thrale's deaths as 
he had neither been sick nor in any other danger, made 

(I) t)r. Maty's posthumous edition of the Memoirs and Mis- 
cellaneous Woriu of Lord Chesterfield, published by Mr. Jus- 
lamond early in 1777. — C. 
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80 little impression upon me^ that I never thought about 
obviating its effects on any body else. It is supposed 
to have been produced by the English custom (') of 
making April fools ; that is^ of sending one another on 
some foolish errand on the first of April. 

'' Tell Mrs. Boswell that I shall taste her marmalade 
cautiously at first. Timeo Dariaos et dona ferentes. 
Beware^ says the Italian proverb^ of a reconciled enemy* 
But when I find it does me no harm^ I shall then re- 
ceive it^ and be thankful for it^ as a pledge of firm^ and, 
1 hope, of unalterable kindness. She is, after all, a dear, 
dear lady. 

" Please to return Dr. Blair thanks for his sermons. 
The Scotch write English wonderfully well. 

" Your frequent visits to Auchinleck, and your short 
stay there, are very laudable and very judicious. Your 
present concord with your father gives me great plea- 
sure ; it was all that you seemed to want. 

" My health is very bad, and my nights are very 
unquiet. What can I do to mend them ? 1 have for 
this summer nothing better in prospect than a journey 
into Staffordshire and Derbyshire, perhaps with Oxford 
and Birmingham in my way. 

" Make my compliments to Miss Veronica ; I must 
leave it to Iter philosophy to comfort you for the loss of 
UttJe David. You must remember, ^at to keep three 
out of four is more than your share. Mrs. Thrale has 
but four out of eleven. 

" I am engaged to write little Lives, and litde Pre- 
faces, to a little edition of the English Poets. I think 
I have persuaded the booksellers to insert something of 
Thomson ; and if you could give me some information 
about him, for the Ufe which we have is very scanty, I 
should be glad. — I am, dear Sir, &c. 

" Sam. Johnson." 

(1) Not merely an English custom — the French have the 
lame ; but what we call April fools they term ** pomon d'AvriL 
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To tfiose who delight in tradag the progress of 
works of literature, it will be an entertainment to 
compare the limited design with the ample execution 
of that admirable performance, " The Lives of the 
English Poets," which is the richest, most beautiful, 
and, indeed, most perfect production of Johnson's 
pen. His notion of it at this time appears in the 
preceding letter. He has a memorandum in this 
year:^ — 

'' May 29»> Easter-eve, I treated with booksellers on 
a bai^n, but the time was not long." (Pr. and Med. 
p. 155.) 

The bargain was concerning that undertaking ; but 
his tender conscience seems alarmed, lest it should 
have intruded too much on his devout preparation 
for the solemnity of the ensuing day. But, indeed, 
very little time was necessary fwr Johnson's conclud- 
ing a treaty with the booksellers ; as he had, I be- 
lieve, less attention to profit from his labours, than 
any man to whom literature has been a profession. 
I shall here insert, from a letter to me from my late 
worthy friend Mr. Edward Dilly, though of a later 
date, an account of this plan so happily conceived, 
since it was the occasion of procuring for us an ele- 
gant collection of the best biography and criticism 
of which our language can boast 

Letter 276. TQ JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

*' " Sotiitiull, Sept. 20. 1777. 

'^ Dear Sir, — You find by this letter, that I am still 
in the same calm retreat, from the noise and bustle of 
London, as when I wrote to you last. I am happy to 
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find you had sucH an agreeable meeting with your old 
friend Dr. Johnson: I have no doubt your stock is 
much increased by the intenriew ; few men, nay, I may 
say, scarcely any man has got that fund of knowledge 
and entertainment as Dr. Johnson in conversation. 
"When he opens freely, every one is attentive to what 
he says, and cannot fail of improvement as well as 
pleasure. 

*^ The edition of the poets, now printing, will do 
honour to the English press ; and a concise account of 
the life of each author, by Dr. Johnson, will be a very 
valuable addition, and stamp the reputation of this edi- 
tion superior to any thing diat is gone before. The first 
cause that gave rise to this undertaking, I believe, was 
owing to the little trifling edition of the poets, printing 
by the Martins at Edinburgh, and to be sold by Bell in 
London. Upon examining the volumes which were 
printed, the type was found so extremely small, that 
many persons could not read them : not only this in- 
convenience attended it^ but the Inaccuracy of the press 
was very conspicuous. These reasons, as well as the 
idea of an invasion of what we call our Literary Pro- 
perty, induced the London booksellers to print an elegant 
and accurate edition of all the English poets of reputation, 
from Chaucer to ^ present time. 

'^ Accordingly a select number of the most respectable 
booksellers met on the occasion : and, on consulting to- 
gether^ agreed, that all the proprietors of copyright in 
^e various poets should be summoned togedier; and 
when their opinions were given, to proceed immediately 
an the business. Accordingly a meeting was held, con- 
sisting of about forty of the most respectable bookseUera 
of London^ when it was agreed that an el^ant and uni- 
form edition of ' The English Poets' should be imme- 
diately printed, with a concise account of the life of 
each author, by Dr. Samuel Johnson; and that three 

VOL. VI. E 
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persons should be deputed to wait upon Dr. Johnson^ ta 
solicit lum to undertake the ^ Lives,' viz, T. Davies, 
Strahan, and Cadell. The Doctor very politely under- 
took it, and seemed exceedingly pleased with the pro- 
posal. 

'^ As to the terras, it was left entirely to the Doctor 
to name his own : he mentioned two hundred gui- 
neas (').; it was immediately agreed to; and a farther 
compliment, I believe, will be made him. A committee 
was likewise appointed to engage the best engravers, viz. 
Bartolozzi, Sherwin, Hall, &c. Likewise another com- 
mittee for giving directions about the paper, printing, 
&c. ; so that the whole will be conducted widi spirit, 
and in the best manner, with respect to aiithorship, edi- 
torship, engravings, &c. &c. My brother will give you 
a list of the poets we mean to give, many of which are 
within the time of the Act of Queen Anne, which Martin 
and Bell cannot give, as they have no property in them : 
the proprietors are almost all the booksellers in London 
of consequence. 

'' I am, dear Sir, ever yours, 

^^ Edward Dilly." 

I shall afterwards have occasion to consider the 
extensive and varied range which Jolmson took, 
when he was once led upon ground which he trod 
with a peculiar delight, having long been intimately 
acquainted with all the circumstances of it that could 
interest and please. 

(1) Johnson's moderation m demanding so small a sum is ex- 
traordinary. Had he asked one thousand or even fifteen hun- 
dred euineasy the booksellers, who knew the value of his name^ 
wouldf doubtless have readily given it. They have probably ttot 
five thousand guineas by this work in the course or twenty-five 
years.'— M. — It must be recollected that Johnson at first in- 
tended very short prelaces— he afterwards expanded his design* 
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Letter 277. TO CHARLES 0*CONNOR, ESQ.O 

« May 19. 1777. 

'^ Sir, — Having had the pleasure of conversing with 
Dr. Campbell about your character and your literary 
undertaking, I am resolved to gratify myself by renew- 
ing a correspondence which began and ended a great 
while ago, and ended, I am afraid, by my fault ; a fault 
which, if you have not forgotten it, you must now for- 
give. 

" If I have ever disappointed you, give me leave to 
tell you that you have likewise disappointed me. I ex. 
pected great discoveries in Irish antiquity, and large 
publications in the Irish language ; but the world stS^ 
remains as it was, doubtful and ignorant. What th^ 
Irish language is in itself, and to what languages it has 
affinity, are very interesting questions, which every man 
wishes to see resolved that has any philological or his- 
torical curiosity. Dr. Leland begins his history too late : 
the ages which deserve an exact inquiry are those times 
(/or such there were) (-) when Ireland was the school 

(1) Mr. Joseph Cooper Walker, of the treasury, Dublin, who 
obligingly communicated to me this and a former letter frota 
Dr. Johnson to the same gentleman (for which see Vol. II. p. 
76. J, writes to me as follows : — " Perhaps it would gratify you 
to nave some account of Mr. O'Connor. He is an amiable, 
learned, venerable oM ^entleman^ of an independent fortune^ 
who lives at Belanagar, m the county of Roscommon : he is an 
admired writer, and member of the Irish Academy. The above 
letter is alluded to in the preface to the second edition of his 
« Dissert,* p, 3." Mr. O'Cfonnor afterwards died at the age of 
eighty-two> July 1. 1 7J)1. See a well-drawn character of him in 
the « Gentleman's Magazine** for August, 1791. 

(2) In Anderson's " Sketches of the Native Irish,** p. 5. ed. 
1828, there is on these words, "pob. mch there were" the follow- 



Camp. 
beirs reading seems the more probable of the two. — C. 

»2 
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of the west^ the quiet hahitation of sanctity and litera. 
tore. If you could give a history, though imperfect^ of 
the Irish nation^ from its conversion to Christianity to 
the invasion from £ngland^ you would ampUfy know- 
ledge with new views and new objects. Set about it, 
therefore^ if you can : do what you can easily do with- 
out anxious exactness. Lay die foundation^ and leave 
the superstructure to posterity. — I am, Sir^ your 
humUe servant^ Sam. Johnson." 

Early in this year came out, in two volumes quarto, 
the posthumous works of the learned Dr. Zachary 
Pearce, bishop of Rochester; being "A Commentary, 
with Notes, on the four Evangelists and the Acts of 
the Apostles," with other thecdogical pieces. John- 
son had now an opportunity of making a grateful 
return to that excellent prelate (•), who, we have 
seen, was the only person who gave him any assist- 
ance in the compilation of his dictionary. The 
bishop had left some account of his life and cha- 
racter, written by himself. To this Johnson made 
some valuable additions f , and also furnished to the 
editor, the Rev. Mr.Derby(^), adedicationf, which 

(I) Mrs. Thnde, in one of her letters, repeats a curious anec- 
dote of this prelate, which she probably had from Dr. Johnson 
himseLf : *' We will act as Dr. Zachary Pearce, the famous 
Irfshop of Rochester, did, when he lost the wife he so much 
Ipfved — call for one glass to the health of her who is departed 
never more to return, and then go quietly back to the usual 
duties of life, and forbear to mention her again from that time to 
the last day of it.** — Lett, v. ii. p. ^13. But he survived his lady 
but a few months, and his death was (if not occasioned) certainly 
accelerated bv her loss. She died 23d Oct. 177^ and he 29th 
June, 1774, aner a union of fifty-one years. —C. 

(2)RectorofSouthfleetandLongfleldinKent. He had mar* 
ried bishop Pearce*s niece. Johnson, in a letter to Mrs. Thrale^ 
says, « My clerical friend Daily is dead.** He died in 1778. --C. 
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I shall here insert ; both because it will appear at 
this time with peculiar propriety, and because it -.vill 
tend to propagate and increase that ** fervour of 
loyalty" which in me, who boast of the name of 
Tory, is not only a principle, but a passion. 

" To the King, 

'' Sir, — I presume to lay before your majesty the 
last labours of a learned bishop^ who died in the toils 
and duties of his calling. He is now beyond the reach 
of all earthly honours and rewards ; and only the hope 
of inciting others to imitate him^ makes it now fit to he 
remembered, that he enjoyed in his life the favour of 
your majesty. 

" The tumultuary life of princes seldom permits them 
to survey the wide extent of natioual interest^ without 
losing sight of private merit ; to exhibit qualities which 
may be imitated by the highest and the humblest of 
mankind ; and to be at once amiable and great 

" Such characters, if now and then they appear in 
history, are contemplated with admiration. May it be 
the ambition of all your subjects to make haste with their 
tribute of reverence ! and as posterity may learn from 
your mijesty how kings should live, may they learn 
likewise from your people how they should be honoured! 
— I am, may it please your mijesty, with the most pro- 
found respect, your migesty's most dutiful and devoted,^ 
8ul]riect and servant." 'J ^ ,, ^ ^•]<^ . < ^.^ ^U^ ^^ ''^ 

In the summer he wrote a prologue *, which was 
spoken before " A Word to the Wise," a comedy by 
Mr. Hugh Kelly, which had been brought upon the 
stage in 1770; but he being a writer for ministry 
in one of the newspapers, it fell a sacrifice to popu- 
lar fury, and, in the playhouse phrase, was damned. 
Bt the generosity of Mr. Harris, the proprietor of 
R 3 
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Cbvent-gairden theatre, it was now exMbited for one 
night, for the benefit of the author's widow and 
children. To conciliate the favour of the audience 
was the intention of Johnson's prologue^ which, as 
it is not long, I shall here insert, as a proof that his 
poetical talents were in no degree impaired. 

<< This night presents a play, which public rage, 
Or right or wronc^ once hooted from the stage : 
From zeaJ or maSce now no more we dread, 
For English vengeance wars not vrith the dead. 
A generous foe regards with pitying eye 
The man whom fate has laid where all must lie. 
To wit, reviving from its author's dust, 
Be kind, ye ju^^es, or at least be just : 
Let no renewed hostilities invade 
Th' oblivious grave*s inviolable shade. 
Let one great payment every claim appease. 
And him who cannot hurt, allow to please ; 
To please by scenes^ unconscious of ofiBsnce, 
By harmless merriment or useful sense. 
Where aught of bright or fair the piece displays, 
Approve it only ; — *tis too late too praise. 
If want of skill or want of care appear. 
Forbear to hiss ; — the poet cannot hear. 
By all, like him, must praise and blame be found. 
At last, & fleeting gleam or empty sound : 
Yet then diall c^m reflection bless the night 
When liberal pity diniified delight ; 
When pleasure nred her terch at virtue's flame, 
And mirth was bounty with an humbler name.**(l} 



(1 ) Mr. Murphy related in Dr. Johnson's hearing one day, 
ana he did not deny it, that when Murphy j<dced him for having 
been so diligent (^ late between Dodd's sermon and Kelly's pro- 
loj^e. Dr. Johnson replied, " Why, Sir, when they come to me 
with a dead staymak^ and a dying parson, what can a ijoan 
do?" — PlOlH. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

1777. 

Jtichard Brinsky Sheridan, — Savage's '^ Sir Thomai 
Overbury" — Thomson. — Mrs, Strickland. — The 

Townley Collection. — Dr, Dodd Boswell at the 

Tomb of Melancthqn. — Isaac De Groot. — Dr. Watts. 
— Letter to Mrs, Boswell, — Visit to Ashbourne. — 
*' Harry Jackson" — Sidney^ s ^^ Arcadia.*^ — iVo- 
jected Trip to the Baltic. — Grief for the Loss of 
Relatives and Friends. — Incomes of Curates. — 
Johnsons humane and zealous Interference in behalf 
of Dr. Dodd. 

A. CIRCUMSTANCE which could not fail to be very 

pleasing to Johnson occurred this year. The tragedy 

of " Sir Thomas OVerbury," written by his early 

companion in London, Richard Savage, was brought 

out with alterations at Drury-lane theatre. Q) The 

prologue to it was written by Mr. Richard Brinsley 

Sheridan; in which, after describing very pathetically 

the wretchedness of 

** Ill-fated Savage, at whose birth was given 
No parent but the Muse^ no friend but Heaven," 

he introduced an elegant compliment to Johnson on 

(1) Our author has here fallen into a sb'ght mistake. The 
srologue to this revived tragedy being written by Mr. Sheridan, 
Mr. Boswell very naturally supposed that it was performed at 
Prury-lane theatre. But in fact, as Mr. Kemble observes to 
fDB, H was ftcted at the theatre in Covent-garden. — >l. 
R 4 ^ •'- 
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hb Dictionary, that wonderfuLi|>erfonnaiice which 
cannot be too often or too highly praised ; of which 
Mr. Harris, in his ^< Philological Inquiries (part L 
chap, iv.)^ justly and liberally observes, << Such is 
its merit, that our language does not possess a more 
copious, learned, and valuable work." The con- 
cluding Unes of this prologue were these : — 

« So pleads the tale (1) that gives to future times 
Tlie son's misfortunes and the parent's crimes ; 
There shall his fame (if own'd to-night) survive^ 
Fix'd by the hand that bids our language live." 

Mr. Sheridan here at once did honour to his taste 
and to his liberality of sentiment, by showing that 
he was not prejudiced from the unlucky difference 
which had taken place between his worthy father 
and Dr. Johnson. (^) I have already mentioned 
that Johnson was very desirous of reconciliation 
with old Mr. Sheridan. It will, therefore, not seem 
at all surprising that he was zealous in acknowledging 
the brilliant merit of his son. While it had as yet 
been displayed only in the drama, Johnson proposed 
him as a member of the Literary Club, observing^ 
that << He who has written the two best (') comedies ^ 

(1) « Life of Richard Savage, by Dr. Johnson."— Shkridan. 

(2) He likewise made some retribution to Dr. Johnson for 
the attack he had meditated, about two years before, on the 
pamphlet he had published about the American question, en- 
titled, « Taxation no Tyranny." Some fhigments found amoujg 
Sheridan's papers show that he had intended answering this 
pamphlet in no very courteous way. See Moor^t L^e, toL i. 
p. 152.^ Hall. 

(S) [« Whatever Sheridan has done has been, par exceUencs, 
always the Aesf of its kind. He has written the best camedj 
(School for Scandal), the best drama (the Duenna, in my mina» 
far before the Beggar's Opera), the best force (the Critic)^ and 



JBtaT. 68. THOMSON. 249 

of his age is surely a considerable man/' And he 
had, accordingly, the honour to be elected ; for an 
honour it undoubtedly must be allowed to be, when 
it is considered of whom that society consists, and 
that a single black ball excludes a candidate. 

Letter 278. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

« July 9. 1777. 

*' My dear Sir, — For the health of my wife and 
children I have taken the little oountry-house at which 
you visited my uncle. Dr. Boswell, who, having lost his 
wife, is gone to live with his son. We took possession 
•f our villa about a week ago. We have a garden of 
three quarters of an acre, well stocked with fruit-trees 
and flowers, and gooseberries and currants, and pease 
and beans, and cabbages, &c. &c., and my children are 
quite happy. I now write to you in a little study, from 
tfie window of which I see around me a verdant grove, 
and beyond it the lofty mountain called Arthurs Seat, 

'' Your last letter, in which you desire me to send 
you some additional information concerning Thomson, 
reached me very fortunately just as I was going to La- 
nark, to put my wife's two nephews, the young Camp- 
bells, to school there, under the care of Mr. Thomson, 
the master of it, whose wife is sister to the author of 
The Seasons.' She is an old woman ; but her memory 
is very good ; and she will with pleasure give me for 
you every particular that you wish to know, and she 
can tell. Pray then take tiie trouble to send me such 
questions as may lead to biographical materials. You 
say that the Life which we have of Thomson is scanty. 
Shice I received your letter, I have read his Life, pub- 



the Best Address (Monologue on Garrick); and, to crown all, 
delivered the very best oration (the famous Begum Speech) ever 
conceived or heard in this country.** — BraoN.] 
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lished under the name of Gibber^ but, as yon told me 
zeally written by a Mr. Shiels (>) ; that written by Dr. 
Muidoch ; one prefixed to an edition of the ' Seasons, 
publisned at Edinburgh^ which is compoonded of both^ 
with the addition of an anecdote of Qoin's reUeving 
Thomson from prison ; the abridgement of Murdoch's 
account of him^ in the 'Biographia Britannica^' and 
another abridgement of it in the ' Biographical Dic- 
tionary/ enri(£ed with Dr. Joseph Warton s critical 
pan^^c on the ' Seasons^' in his ' Essay on the Ge- 
nius and Writings of Pope : ' from all these it appears 
to me that we have a pretty full account of this poet. 
However^ you will, I doubt not^ show me many blanks, 
and I shall do what can be done to have them filled ^p. 
As Thomson never returned to Scotland (which you 
will think very wise), his sister can speak from her own 
knowledge only as to the early part of his life. She 
lias some letters from him, which may probably give 
light as to his more advanced progress, if she will let ut 
see them, which I suppose she will. I believe George 
Lewis Sa)tt (2) and Dr. Armstrong are now his only 
surviving companions, while he lived in and about 
London ; and they, I dare say, can tell more of him 
than is yet known. My own notion is, that Thomson 
was a much coarser man than his friends are vnlling to 
acknowledge. His < Seasons ' are indeed full of elegant 
and pious sentiments ; but a rank soil, nay, a dunghill, 
will produce beautiful flowers. 

''Your edition («) of the* English Poets* will bt 

(1) Seean/d, p. 149. It is particularly observable that the 
Lne of Thomson which Mr. Boswell here represents Johnsba 
as statiBff to have been especially written by Shiels, bears strong 
marks of having been written by Theophilus Gibber. — C. 

(fi) See ami, VoL I. p. 224. 

(8) Dr. Johnson was not the ediior of this collection of ibm 

EnsHdi P "ett ; he merely famished the bioffraphical prefaces 

' iritn vrtiieh t is enriched, as is rightly stated in a tubsemient 

pfl^ He, indeed, from a virtuous motive^ rscommended the 
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very valuable on account of the * Prefaces and Lives/ 
But I have seen a specimsn of an edition of the Poetii 
at the Apollo press^ at Edinburgh, wbich^ for excellence 
in printing and engraving, highly deserves a liberal 
encouragement. 

" Most sincerely do I regret the bad health and bad 
rest with which you have been afflicted ; and I hope you 
are better. I cannot believe that the prologue which you ^ 

generously gave to Mr. Kell jr*s widow and children the I'^'H ^ 
other day is the eflPusion of one in sickness and in dis- 
quietude : but external circumstances are never sure 
indications of the state of man. I send you a letter 
which I wrote to you two years ago at Wilton ; and 
did not send it at the time, for fear of being re- 
proved as indulging too much tenderness, and one 
written to you at the tomb of Melancthon, which I 
kept back, lest I should appear at once too superstitious 
and too enthusiastic. I now imagine that perhaps they 
may please you. 

'^ You do not take the least notice of my proposal 
for our meeting at Carli8le.(i) Though I have meri. 



works of four or five poets (whom he has named) to be added to 
the collection ; but he is no otherwise answerable for any which 
are found there, or any which are omitted. The poems of 
Goldsmith (whose life I know he intended to write, tor I col- 
lected some materials for it by his desire,) were omitted in con- 
sequence of a petty exclusive interest in some of them, vested 4n 
Mr. Caman, a bookseller. — M. 

(1) Dr. Johnson had himself talked of our seeing Carlisle 
together. High was a favourite word of his to denote a person 
oi rank, tie said to me, ** Sir, I believe we may meet at the 
house of a Roman Catholic lady in Cumberland ; a high lady. 
Sir.** I afterwards discovered that he meant Mrs. Strickland 
[see ant^f p. 15.], sister of Charles Townley, Esq. whose very 
noble collection of statues and pictures is not more to be ad- 
mired, than his extraordinarv and polite readiness in showing it, 
which I and several of my rriends have agreeably experienced. 
l^ey who are possessed of valuable stores of gratification to 
persons of taste should exerdse their benevolence iH imparting 
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taiiaoAj refrained from visiting London this year^ I 
ask you if it would not be wrong that I should be two 
years without having the benefit of your conversation^ 
when^ if you come down as far as Derbyshire^ we may 
meet at the expense of a few days' journeying and not 
many pounds. I wish you to see Carlisle^ which made 
me mention that pkce. But if you have not a desire to 
complete your tour of the English cathedrals^ 1 will 
take a larger share of the road between this place and 
Ashbourne. So tell me where you will ^x for our passing 
a few days by ourselves. Now don't cry 'foolish 
feQow^' or ' idle dog.' Chain your humour^ and let 
your kindness play. 

'' You will rejoice to hear that Miss Macleod (}),ot 
Kasay^ is married to Colonel Mure Campbell^ an excel- 
loit man^ with a pretty good estate of his own^ and the 
prospect of having the Earl of Loudoun's fortune and 
honours. Is not this a noble lot for our fair Hebridean ? 
How happy am I that she is to be in Ayrshire! 
We sh Jl have the Laird of Rasay, and old Malcolm, 
and I know not how many gallant Madeods, and bag- 
pipes, &c. &c. at Auchinleck. Perhaps you may meet 
them all there. 

" Without doubt you have read what is called ' The 
Life of David Hume,' written by himself, with the 
letter from Adam Smith subjoined to it. Is not this 
an age of daring eflfrontery ? My friend Mr. Anderson, 
professor of natm^al philosophy at Glasgow, at whose 
house you and I supped, and to whose care Mr. Wind- 
ham, of Norfolk, was intrusted at that university, 
paid me a visit lately ; and after we had talked with 
indignation and contempt of the poisonous productions 

the pleasure. Grateful acknowledgments are due to Welbore 
Ellis A^, £s^. for the liberal access which he is pleased to al- 
low to his exquisite collection of pictures 

(1) See an^ Vol. IV. p. 195. — C 
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with which this age is infested^ he said there was now 
an excellent opportunity for Dr. Johnson to step forth. 
I agreed with him that you might knock Hume's and 
Smith's heads together, and make vain and ostentatious 
infidelity exceedingly ridiculous. Would it not he 
worth your while to crush such noxious weeds in the 
moral garden ? 

" You have said nothing to me of Dr. Dodd. Q) I 
know not how you think on that suhject ; though the 
newspapers give us a saying of yours in favour of mercy 
to him. But I own I am very desirous that the roy<d 
prerogative of remission of punishment should be em^ 
ployed to exhibit an illustrious instance of the regard 
which God's Vicegerent will ever show to piety and 
virtue. If for ten righteous men the Almighty would 
have spared Sodom^ shall not a thousand acts of good^ 
ness done by Dr. Dodd counterbalance one crime .^ 
Such an instance would do more to encourage goodness^ 
than his execution would do to deter from vice. I am 
not afraid of any bad consequence to society ; for who 
will persevere for a long course of years in a distin- 
guished discharge of religious duties with a view to 
commit a forgery with impunity ? 

*' Pray make my best compliments acceptable to Mr. 
and Mrs. Thrale^ by assuring them of my hearty joy 
that the mastery as you call hiyi^ is alive. I hope I 
shall often taste his champagne — soberly » 

'' I have not heard from Langton for a long time. 1 
suppose he is as usual, 

< Studious the busy moments to deceive.' 

*' I remain^ my dear Sir^ your most affectionate^ &c 

'' James Boswbll." 

On the 23d of June, I again wrote to Dr. Johi^ 

(1) The whole story of Dodd is told in detail, post, 15th SepU 
1777. Seep.275. — a 
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sov, enclosing a shipmaster's receipt for a jar of 
orange-marmalade, and a large packet of Lord 
Hailes's « Annals of Scotland." 



LnTiK279. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

«' June 28. 1777. 

'* Dear Sir, — I have just received your packet 
from Mr. Thrale's, but have not daylight enough to look 
much into it. 1 am glad that I have credit enough 
with Lord Hailes to be trusted with more copy. I 
hope to take more care of it than of the last. I return 
Mrs. Boswell my affectionate thanks for her present, 
which I value as a token of reconciliation. 

'^ Poor Dodd was put to death yesterday, in oppo- 
sition to the recommendation of the jury, — the petition 
of the city of London, — and a subsequent petition 
signed by three-and-twenty thousand hands. Surely 
the voice of the public, when it calls so loudly, and calls 
only for mercy, ought to be heard. 

'' The saying that was given me in the papers I never 
spoke ; but I wrote many of his petitions, and some of 
his letters. He applied to me very often. He was, I 
am afraid, long flattered with hopes of life ; but I had 
no part in the dreadful delusion ; for as soon as the king 
had signed his sentence, I obtained fromMr.Chamier (^) 
an account of the disposition of the court towards him, 
^ith a declaration that there was no hope even of a 
respite. This letter immediately was laid before Dodd ; 
but he believed those whom he wished to be right, as it 
is thought, till within three days of his end. He died 
with pious composure and resolution. I have just seen 
the ordinary that attended him. His address to hit 
fellaw^convicts offended the methodists ; but he had a 
Moravian with him much of his time. His moral cha* 

' (1) Mr. Chamier was then Under-Secretary of State, ^.i. C 
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racter is very bad : I hope all is not true that is charged 
upon him. Of his behaviour in prison an account will 
be published. 

** I give you joy of your country-house and your 
pretty garden^ and hope some time to see you in your . 
felicity. I was much pleased with your two letters 
that had been kept so long in store (}) ; and rejoice at 
Miss Rasay's advancement^ and wish Sir Allan success. 

" I hope to meet you somewhere towards the norths 

(1) Since they have been so much honoured by Dr. Johnson, 
I shall here insert them : — 

Lbttbe 280. FROBI MR. BOSWELL. 

"Sunday, Sept SO. 1764, 
**My bter DBAS AND MUCH.RBqpBGTBD SiB,— You know mv solemn 
enthusiasm of mind. You love me for it, and I respect mysemfor it, be^ 
cause in so far I resemble Mr. Johnson. You will be agreeably surprised, 
when you learn the reason of my writing this letter. I am at ^Tittemberg, 
in ^xony. I am in the old church where the reformation was first 
preached, and where some of the reformers lie interred. I cannot resist the 
serious pleasure of writing to Mr. Johnson Arom the tomb of Melancthon. 
My paper rests upon the grave-stone of that great and good man, who wa» 
undoubtedly the worthiest of all the reformers. He wished to reform 
abuses which had been introduced into the church ; but had no private re- 
sentment to gratify. So mild was he, that when his aged mother consulted 
him with anxiety on the perplexing disputes of the times, he advised her 
'to keep to the old religion.' At this tomb, then, my ever dear and re* 
qiected Ariend t I vow to thee an eternal attachment It shall be mv study 
to do what I can to render your life happy : and if you die before me, I 
shall endeavour to do honour to your memory ; and, elevated by the re. 
membrance of you, persist in noble {riety. May God, the father of all 
beings, ever bless you t and may you continue to love your most aflfectionate 
friend and devoted servant. Jambs Boswbll." 

^ LinTBB281. FROM THE SAME. 

«• WiltonJiouse, April 22. 1775. 

" Mt DBAS Sib, — Every scene of my life confirms the truth of what you 
have tdd me, * there is no certain happiness in this state of being.' I am 
here, amidst all that you know is at Lord Pembroke's ; and yet I am weary 
and gloomy. I am just setting out for the house of an old friend in Devon- 
shire, and shall not get back to London for a week yet You said to me last 
Good Friday, with a cordiality that warmed my heart, that if I came to 
settle in London we should have a day fixed every we^ to meet by our- 



selves and talk fkreely. To be thought worthy of such a privilege cannot 
but exalt me. During my present absence ftom you, while, notwithstand- 
ing the oaiety which you allow me to possess, I am darkened by temporary 



clouds, I beg to have a few lines Ctom you ; a few lines merely of kindness. 
as a wiaUcum till I see you again. In your * Vanity of Hunupi Wishes,* ana 
in Parnell's ' Ck>ntentment,' I find the only sure means of enjoj^ng haj^U 
neu; or, at least, the hopes of happiness. I ever am, with reverence and 
aflbctioD, most foithAilly yours. Jambs Boewiu*** 
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but am loath to come quite to Carlisle. Can we not meet 
at Manchester ? But we will settle it in some other 
letters. 

" Mr. Seward (^), a great favourite at Streatham^ has 
been^ I thint^^ enldndled by our travels with a curiosity 
to see the Highlands. I have given him letters to you 
and Beattie. He desires that a lodging may be taken 
for him at Edinburgh against his arrival. He is just 
setting oiit. Langton has been exercising the militia. 
Mrs. Williams is, I fear, declining. Dr. Lawrence says 
he can do no more. She is gone to summer in the 
country, with as many conveniences about her as she 
can expect ; but I have no great hope. We mu3t all 
die : may we all be prepared 1 

^' I suppose Miss Boswell reads her book, and young 
Alexander takes to his learning. Let me hear about 
them ; for every thing that belongs to you, belongs in a 
more remote degree, and not, I hope, very remote, to, 
dear Sir, yours affectionately, Sam. Johnson." 

Letter 282. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"June 24. 1777. 
" Dear Sir, — This gentleman is a great favourite 
at Streatham, and, therefore, you will easily believe that 
he has very 'valuable qualities. Our narrative has 
kindled him with a desire of visiting the Highlands, after 
having already seen a great part of Europe. You must 
receive him as a friend, and when you have directed him 
to the curiosities of Edinburgh, give him instructiona 
and recommendations for the rest of his journey* I 
am, dear Sir, &c. Sam. Johnson." 

Johnson's benevolence to the unfortunate was, I 
am confident, as steady and active as that of any of 

(1) [William Seward, Esq. editor of «< Anecdotes of 
Distinguished Persons," &c. See ani^. Vol. III. p. 76.] 
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those who have been most eminently distinguished 
for that virtue. Innumerable proofs of it I have no 
doubt will be for ever concealed from mortal eyes. 
We may, however, form some judgment of it from 
the many and various instances which have been 
discovered. One, which happened in the course of 
this summer, is remarkable from the name and con- 
nection of the person who was the object of it The 
circumstance to which I allude is ascertained by two 
letters, one to Mr. Langton, and another to the 
Rev. Dr. Vyse, rector of Lambeth, son of the re- 
spectable clergyman at Lichfield, who was con- 
temporary witli Johnson, and in whose fathers 
family Johnson had the happiness of being kindly 
received in his early years. 

Lett«» 283. TO BENNET LANGTON, ESQ. 

«« June 29. 1777. 

'^ Dear Sir, — I have lately been much disordered 
by a ^fflculty of breathings but am now better. I hope 
your house is well. 

'* You know we have been talking lately of St Cross, 
at Winchester (i): I have an old acquaintance whose 
distress makes him very desirous of an hospital, and I 
am afraid I have not strength enough to get him into 
the Chartreux. He is a painter, who never rose higher 
than to get his immediate living; and from that^ at 
eighty-three, he is disabled by a slight stroke of the 
palsy, such as does not make him at all helpless on 
common occasions, though his hand is not steady enough 
for his art. My request is, that you will try to obtain 
a promise of the next vacancy from the Bishop of 

(1) See arUi, Vol. II. p. 301. — C, 
roL. VI. a 
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Chester. It is not a great thing to aslc^ and I hope 
we shall ohtain it. Dr. Warton has promised to favour 
him with his notice^ and I hope he may end his days in 
peace. I am, Sir, &c. Sam. Johnson.'* 

Lima 284. TO THE REV. DR. VYSE. 

« July 9. 1777. 
'^ Sir, — I douht not hut you will readily forgive me 
for taking the liherty of requesting your assistance in 
recommending an old friend to his grace the archhishop 
as governor of the Charterhouse. His name is De 
Groot(^); he was horn at Gloucester ; I have known 
him many years. He has all the common daims to 
charity, heing old, poor, and infirm to a great degree. 
He has likewise another claim, to which no scholar can 
refuse attention ; he is by several descents the nephew of 
Hugo Grotius ; of him from whom perhaps every man 
of learning has learnt something. Let it not be said 
that in any lettered country a nephew of Grotius asked 
a charity and was refused. I am, reverend Sir, &c. 

" Sam. Johnson." 

LTm^2S5. TO THE REV. DR. VYSE. 

« July 22. 1777. 
^' If any notice should be taken of the recommen- 
dation which I took the liberty of sending you, it will 
be necessary to know that Mr. De Groot is to be found 
at No. 8. in Pye-street, Westminster. This inform- 
ation, when I wrote, I could not give you ; and being 
going soon to Lichfield, think it necessary to be left 
behind me. More I will not say. You will want no 
persuasion to succour the nephew of Grotius. I am. 
Sir, &c. Sam. Johnson." 

(1) It appears that Isaac de Groot was admitted into the 
Charterhouse, where he died Feb. 8. 1779. The Gent. Mag. in 
announcing his death, calls him « the great-grandson <n the 
learned Grotius." — C. 
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JUnvnt S86. X>R. VYSE TO MR. BOSWELL. 

« Lanib^Ui, June 9. 1787. 
'^ Sib, — 1 have searched in vain for the letter which 
I s|>oke of, and which I wished, at yotir desire, to com- 
municate to you. It was from Dr. Johnson, to return 
me thanks for my application to Archhishop Comwallis 
in favour of poor De Groot. He rejoices at the success 
it met with, and is lavish in the praise he bestows upon 
his favourite, Hugo Grotius. I am Teally sorry that I 
cannot find this letter, as it is worthy of the writer. 
That which I send you enclosed (^) is at your service. 
It is very short, and will not perhaps he thought of any 
consequence, unless you should judge proper to consider 
it as a proof of the very humane part which Dr. John- 
son took in behalf of a distressed and deserving person. 
I am. Sir, &c. W. Vysb (2)/' 

Lettbu 287. TO MR. EDWARD DILLY. 

" Bolt Court, July 7. 1777. 

'^ SiB, — To the collection of English poets 1 l»ve 
recommended the volume of Dr. Watts to be added : his 
name has long been held by me in veneration, and I 
would not willingly be reduced to tell of him only thttt 
he was bom and died. Yiet of his life I know very 
Uttle, and therefore must pass him in a manner very un- 

(1) The preceding letter. 

(2) Dr. Vyse, at my request, was so oSHgingiu once more to 
endeavour to recover tlie letter of Johnson to which he alludes, 
but without success ; for April 23. 1800, he wrote to me thus : 
" I have again searched, but in vain, for one of his letters, in 
which he speaks in his own nervous style of Hugo Orotius. De 
Groot was clearly a descendant of the family of Grotaus, and 
Archbishop Comwallis willingly complied with Dr. Johnson's 
request.'* — M.— These letters appear in the Gent. Mag. 1787 
and 1799, dated from London only, and seem to have been ad- 
dressed to Mr. Sharpe. — C. 

a 2 
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worthy of his character, unless some of his friends will 
favour me with the necessary information. Many of 
them must be known to you; and by your influence 
perhaps I may obtain some instruction : my plan does 
not exact much ; but I wish to distinguish Watts^ i^ 
man who never wrote but for a good purpose. Be 
pleased to do for me what you can. I am^ Sir^ &c. 

" Sam. Johnson," 



LiTTSR 288. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

« Edinburgh, July 15. 1777. 

" My dear Sir, — The fate of poor Dr. Dodd made 
♦ dismal impression upon my mind. I had sagacity 
"Sough to divine that you wrote his speech to the 
recorder, before sentence was pronounced. I am glad 
you have written so much for him ; and I hope to be 
favoured with an exact list of the several pieces when 
we meet. 

*' I received Mr. Seward as the friend of Mr. and 
Mrs. Thrale, and as a gentleman recommended by Dr. 
Johnson to my attention. I have introduced him to 
Lord Kames, Lord Monboddo, and Mr. Naime. He 
is gone to the Highlands with Dr. Gregory ; when he 
returns I shall do more for him. 

*' Sir Allan Maclean has carried that branch of his 
cause, of which we had good hopes ; the president and 
one other judge only were against him. I wish the 
house of lords may do as well as the court of session 
has done. But Sir Allan has not the lands of Brolos 
quite cleared by this judgment, till a long account is 
made up of debts and interests on the one side, and 
rents on the other. I am, however, not much afraid of 
the balance. 

*' Macquarry's estates, Staffa and all, were sold yes- 
terday, and bought by a Campbell. I fear he will 
have little or noUiing left out of the purchase-monety 
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^'I send yon the case against the negro^ by Mr. Cullen^ 
■on to Dr. CuUen^ in opposition to Madanrin's for 
liberty^ of which yon have approved. Pray read this, 
and tell me what you think as a politician, as well as a 
poet, upon the subject. 

^' Be so kind as to let me know how your time is to 
be distributed next autumn. I will meet you at Man- 
chester, or where you please ; but I wish you would 
complete your tour of ^e cathedrals^ and come to Car. 
lisle, and I will accompany you a part of the way 
homewards. I am ever, &c. Jambs Bosw£J«l.*' 



Lktte* 289. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ^ 

« July 22. 1777. 

'^ Deab Sir, — Your notion of the necessity of any 
dearly interview is very pleasing to both my vanity and 
tenderness. I shall, perhaps, come to Carlisle another 
year ; but my money has not held out so well as it 
used to do. I shall go to Ashbourne, and I purpose 
to make Dr. Taylor invite you. If yon live awhile 
with me at his house, we shall have much time to our^ 
selves, and our stay will be no expence to us or him. 
I shall leave London the 28th ; and, after some stay at 
Oxford and Lichfield, shall probably come to Ashbourne 
about the end of your session ; but of all this you shall 
have notice. Be satisfied we will meet somewhere. 
What passed between me and poor Dr. Dodd, you shaH 
know more fully when we meet. 

'' Of lawsuits there is no end : poor Sir Allan must 
have another trial ; for whidi, however, his antagonist 
cannot be much bl^e4> having two judges on his sid^ 
I am more afraid of the debts than of the houle of 
lords. It is scarcely to be imagined to what debts will 
swdl, that are daily increasing by smaU additions^ and 
liow carelessly in a state of desperation debts are con* 
tracted. Poor Mac^uarry was far from thinking Um| 
i S 
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iriken he eM hm idaiidf he should recdve nothing. 
Fbr Tfhttb were thoy aiU? aiid nrhal wm their yeaily 
Tahie ^ The adxnUwioii of Bumey into llie HighlAndB 
wiU soon pui an end to the feudal naodes^ oi We, hy 
making those men landlords who were not ehiefs. I 
do not know tfiait th* people will suffer hy the change ; 
hut there waa m ^e patriardial autheri^ lometKi^ 
¥eBeraUe and pleasing. Erery eye must look with 
paim on a CumpbeU fuming the Macptayifim at witt owt 
of their sedes tmtm^, their herediitary island. 

** Sir Alexander Dick is the only Scotsman liheial 
enough not to be angry that I could not find trees where 
trees were not. I was much delighted by his kind 
letter. 

*' I remember Rasay with too much pleasure not to 
partake of the happiness of any part of that a^iiable 
family. Our ramble in the Highlands hangs upon my 
imagination : I can hardly help imagining that we sbaU 
go again. Pennant seems to have seen a great deal 
which wf did not see : when we trarel again let us 1qo)c 
better about us. 

" You have done right in taking ypyr uncle's housQ. 
Some change in the form of life gives from time to 
time a new epocha of existence. In a new place there 
is something new to he doue^ and a different system of 
thought rises In the mind. I wish I could gather cur- 
nmta in your gard^. Now fit up a little study^ and 
have your ItqSss ready at hand; do not spare a little 
money, to make your habitation pleasing to yourself. ^ 

*' I have dined lately with poor dear Lapgton. I do 
not think he goes cm well. His table is rather coiuw^ 
iBd he has his children too much about him.(0 But / 
be i» a w&j good man, 

(l)TliifV>fiyjmlre»BikI |iop« will be coprtapitfy held i|i 
fwwalbnm» bv paren^ who we m general too apt to indul^^ 
their own fond reelings wr their children at the expense of tiieir 
mendk Th« common outtMu of {ntiioduciDg them after dinnar 
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^* Mrs. Williams is in the country^ to try if i^e can 
improve her health: she is very ill. Matters have 
come so about, that she is in the country with very good 
accommodation ; but age, and sickness, and pzide, have 
made her so peevish, that I was forced to bribe the 
maid to stay with her by a secret stipulation of half- a. 
crown a week over her wages. 

*' Our club ended its session about six weeks ago. / • A/i**^ 
We now only meet to dine once a fortnight. Mr. \ iff^ yC, 
Dunning, tbe great lawyer (^), Is one of our members. [ ^^ 
The Thrales are well. — I long to know how the ne- 
groes cause will be decided. What is the opinion of 
Lord Auchinleck, or Lord Hailes, or Lord Monboddo ? 
" I am^ dear Sir, &c. Sam. Johnson.** 

Laxna 29a TO MRS. BOSWELL. 

«July^. 1777. 

'^ Madam, — Though I am well enough pleased with 
the taste of sweetmeats, very little of the pleasure which 
I received at the arrival of your jar of marmalade aros^ 
from eating it. I received it as a token of friendship; 
as a proof of reconciliation, things much sweeter thini 
sweetmeats ; and upon this consideration I return you^ 
dear Madam, my sincerest thanks. By having your 
kindness I think I hare a double tecurity for t]ie con- 
tinuance of Mr. Boswell's, which it is not to be ex- 
pected that any man can long keep, when the influence 
of a lady so highly and so jiutly valued operates aga&ist 
him. Mr. Bosweil' will tell you that I was lilWays^ 
faithful to your interest, and aliriays endeavoured to 



H highly injudicious. It is agreeable enough that they should 
appear at any o^er time; but they should -not be sufered to 
poison th« moments of festivity by attracting the'attentjon of die 
company, and in a' manner compelling ^eia from politeness td 
t^y what they do not think. ' ' ' 

a) Created in 1782 |x)f4 Ashburton. — C. 
« 4 ^ ^ 
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exalt you in his estimatioD. You must now do the 
tame for me. We must all help one another^ and you 
must now consider me as^ dear Madam^ your^ &c. 

*' Sam. Johnson.^ 

Lsrm 291. FROM MR. BOSWEIrL. 

" Edmburgh, Joly 28. 1777. 

*' My dear Sib^ — This is the day on which you 
were to leave London^ and I have been amusing myself 
in the intervals of my law-drudgery with figuring you 
in the Oxford post-coach. I doubt^ however^ if you 
have had so merry a journey as you and I had in diat 
vdiide last year, when you made me so much sport 
with Gwyn, the architect Incidents upon a journey 
are recollected with peculiar pleasure: they are pre- 
lerved in brisk spirits, and come up again in our minds, 
tinctured with that gaiety, or at least that animation, 
with which we first perceived them." (I added, that 
•omethinghad occurred which I was afraid might pre^ 
vent me from meeting him(i) ; and that my wife had 
been affected with complaints which threatened a con- 
sumption, but was now better.) 

LiXTxa 292. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"Oxford, Aug. 4. 1777. 

^ Dbab Siii,«— Do not disturb yourself about our 
Interviews ; I hope we shall have many : nor think It 
any thing hard or unusual that your design of meeting 
me is interrupted. We have both endured greater 
evils, and have greater evils to expect. 



^1) ** Aug. 4. 1777. — Boswell't project is disconcerted by a 
tint from, a relation of Yorkshire^ whom he mentions as the 
head of his dan. Boszy, you know, makes a huge bustle about 
all his own motions and all mine. I have enclosed a letter to 
pacify him, and reconcile him to the uncertaintiet of huBia& 
life.'^^ i>lt. to Mn Hurak. 
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'' Mrs. Boswell's Olness makes a more serious distress. 
Does the blood rise from her lungs or from her tVmiach f 
From little vessels broken in the stomach there is no dan* 
ger. Blood from the lungs is, I believe^ always frothy^ as 
mixed with wind. Your physicians know very well 
what is to be done. The loss of such a lady would^ in. 
deed^ be very afliictive^ and I hope she is in no danger. 
Take care to keep her mind as easy as possible. 

" I have left Langton in London. He has been 
down with the millGST^and is again quiet at home^ 
talking to his little people^ as I suppose you do some- 
times. Make my compliments to Miss yeronica.(*) 
The rest are too young for ceremony. 

" I cannot but hope that you have taken your country* 
house at a very seasonable time, and that it may conduce 
to restore or establish Mrs. BosweU's health, as well as 
provide room and exercise for the young ones. That 
you and your lady may both be happy, and long enjoy 
your happiness, is the sincere and earnest wish of, dear 
Sir, your most, &c. Sam. Johnson." 

TO DR. JOHNSON. 

(Informing him that my wife had continued to grow 
better, so that my alarming apprehensions were relieved : 
and that I hoped to disengage myself from the other 
embarrassment which had occurred, and therefore re» 
questing to know particularly when he intended to ht 
at Ashbourne.) 

LsTTSE 293. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ^ 

« Aug. SO. 1777. 

*' Deab Sir, — I am this day come to Ashbourne, 
and have only to tell you, that Dr. Taylor says you 
shall be welcome *to him, and you know how welcome 

(1) This young lady, the author't eldest dauefater, and at this 
time about five yean old, died in London, of a consumption, 
four months after her father, Sept. 26. 1795. -— M. 
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you win be to me. Make haste to let me know when 
you may be expected. Make my compliments to Mrs. 
Boswell^ and tell her I hope we shall be at variance no 
more. I am^ dear Sir^ &c. Sam. Johnson." 



LnTRE S94. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« Ashbourne, Sept 1. 1777. 

'^ Db4r Bin, — On fkturday I wrote a very short 
letter in^mjediate^ upon my arrival hither^ to show you 
that, I ai;n not less desirous of the interview than your, 
self. Life admits not of delays ; when pleasure can be 
had^ it is fit to catch it : every hour ti^kes away part of the 
things that please Mf^ ancC perhaps^ part of our dis- 
pontion to be pleased. When I came to Lichfield, I 
found my old friend Ifarry Jackson dead.(i) It was a 
loss, and a loss not to be repaired, as he was one of the 
companions of my childhood. I hope we may long 
continue to gain friends ; but the friends which merit 
or usefulnesi^ can procure us are not able to supply the 
place of old acquaintance, with whom the days of youth 
may be retraced, i^id those images revived which gave 
the earliest delight. If you and I live to be much 
older, we shall take ^at delight in talking over the 
Hebridean Journey. In the meantime it may not be 
amiss to contrive some other little adventure, but what 
it c|n be I know not ; leave it, as Sidney says, 

* To Tirtue^ fortune^ tune^ and woman's breast (>) ; * 

(1) See anti, p. 95. He says in a letter to Mrs. nirale, 
« Lichfield, 7th August, 1777. — At Birminffham I heard of 
the death of an old friend, and at Lichfield of the death of 
another. Anm pr€B(kmiur eunUt, One was a little older, and 
theotheralitdeyoungerytbanmys^.** The « Lichfield friend** 
probably was Jackson. — C. 

(8) *< Who doth diedre that chMt his wife tbould beeb 
Flnt be he true, for truth doth truth deterre \ 
Then be he tueh, at the hit worth may lee. 
And, alwalet one^ credit with her preserve; 
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ior I believe Mrs. Boswell must have some part in the 
consultation. One thing you will like. The doctor^ 
so far as I can judge^ is likely to leave us enough to 
ourselves. He was out to-day before I came down, and, 
I fancy, will stay out to dinner. I have brought the 
papers abou,t poor Dodd^ to show you, but you will soon 
have despatched them. 

'^ Before I came away, I sent poor Mrs. Williams 
into the country, very ill of a pituitous defluxionj^ 
which wastes her gradually away, and which her phy- 
mcian declares himself unable to stop. I suppUed her 
as fiE^r as coi^d be desired with all conveniences to make 
her excursioi;! and abode pleasant and useful. But I 
am afraid she can only Unger a short time in a morbid 
state of weakness and pain. 

" The Thrales, little and great, are all well, and 
purpose to go to Brighthelmstone at Michaelmas. They 
will invite me to go with them, and, perhaps, I may go, 
but I hardly think I shall like to stay the whole time^ 
but of futurity we know but little. 

*' Mrs. Porter is well ; but Mrs. Aston, one of the 
ladies at Stow-hill, has been struck with a palsy, from 
which she is not likely ever to recover. How soon 
may such a stroke fall upon us ! 

Write to me, and let us know when we may expect 
you. I am, dear Sir, your most humble servant, 

^* Sam. Johnson." 



m 



atoHfys ^re^fSd.— ^. 
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Lnrn S95. FROM MB. BOSWELL. 

« Edinburgh, Sept. 9. 1777. 

(After informing him that I was to set out next day^ 
in order to meet him at Ashbourne : — ) " I have a 
present for you from Lord Hailes ; the fifth book of 
' Lactantius^' which he has published with Latin notes. 
He is also to give you a few anecdotes for your * Life 
of Thomson^' who I find was private tutor to the pre- 
sent Earl of Hadington^ Lord Hailes's cousin^ a drcum- 
stance not mentioned by Dr. Murdoch. I have keen 
expectations of detight from your edidon of the English 
Poets. 

^'I am soiry for poor Mrs. Williams's situation. 
You will, however, have the comfort of reflecting on 
your kindness to her. Mr. Jackson's death, and Mrs. 
Aston's palsy, are gloomy circumstances. Yet surely 
we should be habituated to the uncertainty of life and 
health. When my mind is unclouded by melancholy, 
I consider the temporary distresses of this state of being 
as ' light afflictions,' by stretching my mental view into 
that glorious after-existence, when they will appear to 
be as nothing. But present pleasures and present pains 
must be felt. I lately read ' Rasselas* over again with 
satisfaction. 

^* Since you are desirous to hear about Macquarry's 
sale, I shidl inform you particularly. The gentleman 
who purchased Ulva is Mr. Campbell of Auchnaba: 
our friend Macquarry was proprietor of two-thirds of it, 
ci which the rent was 150/. 5#. l^. This parcel was 
set up at 4069/. 5s. Id,^ but it sold for no less than 
5540/. The other third of Ulva, with the island of 
Stafik, belonged to Macquarry of Ormaig. Its rent, 
including that of Staffli, 83h 12#. ^^d. — set up at 
2178/. 168. 4</. — sold for no less than S540/. The 
Laird of Col wished to purchase Ulva, but he thought 
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the price too high. There may^ indeed^ he great im. 
proTements made there^ hoth in fishing and agriculture; 
but the interest of the purchase-money exceeds the rent 
so Tery much^ that I doubt if the bargain will he pro. 
fitahle. There is an island called Little Colonsay^ of 
10/. 3rearly rent^ which I am informed has belonged to 
the Macquarrys of Ulva for many ages, but which was 
lately claimed by the Presbyterian Synod of Argyll, in 
consequence of a grant made to them by Queen Anne. 
It is believed that their daim will be dismissed, and 
that Little Colonsay will also be sold for the advantage of 
Macquarry's creditors. What think you of purchasing 
this island, and endowing a school or college there, the 
master to be a clergyman of the church of England ? 
How venerable would such an institution make the 
name of Dr. Sahvel Johnson in the Hebrides ! I 
have, like yourself, a wonderful pleasure in recollecting 
our travels in those islands. The pleasure is, I think, 
greater than it reasonably should be, considering that 
we had not much either of beauty or elegance to charm 
our imaginations, or of rude novelty to astonish. Let 
us, by all means, have another expedition. I shrink a 
little from our scheme of going up the Baltic. Q) I am 

(1) It appears that Johnson, now in his sixty-eighth year, was 
seriously inclined to realise the project of our going up the Bal- 
tic, which I had started when we were in the Isle of Sky; for 
he thus writes to Mrs. Thrale : — 

«» Ashbourne, 13th Sept 1777. — Boiwell, I believe, is coining. He talks 
of being here to-day : I shall be glad to see him : but be shrinks fl-oib the 
Baltic expedition, which, I think, is the best scheme in our power: what 
we shall substitute, 1 know not. He wants to see Wales ; but, except the 
woods of SackyerM, what is there in Wales that can fill the hunger of 
ignorance, or quench the thirst of curiosity ? We may^perh^M, form some 
scheme or other ; but, in the phrase otHocUeif in the Hole, it is pity he has 
no/tti better bottom.** 

Such an ardour of mind, and ^ffour of enterprise, is admirable 
at any age ; but more particular^ so at the advanced period at 
which Johnson was then arrived. I am sony now that I did not 
insist on our executing that scheme. Besides the other objects 
of curiosity and observation, to have seen my illustrious mend 
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sorry you bave dready been in "Wales; for I widi to 
see it Shall we go to Ireland^ of which I have seen 
but little ? We shall try to strike out a plan when we 
are at Ashbourne. I am eyer your most ftd&ful servant^ 

''Jambs Boswell/' 

.Lett«e296. to JABiiS BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« Ashbourne, Sept 11. 1777. 
" Dear Sir, — I write to be left at Carlisle, as you 
direct me ; but you cannot have it. Your letter, dated 
Sept. 6., was not at this place till this day, Thursday, 
Sept. 11. ; and I hope you will be here before this is 
at Carlisle. (}) However, what you have not going, 
you may have returning ; and as I believe I shall not 
love you less after our interview, it will then be as true 
as it is now, that I set a very high value upon your 
friendship, and count your kindness as one of the chief 
felicities of my life. Do not fancy that an intermission 
of writing is a decay of kindness. No man is always 
in a disposition to write ; nor has any man at all times 
Something to say. 

'' That distrast which intrudes so often on your mind 
is a mode of melancholy, which, if it be the business of 
a wise man to be happy, it is foolish to indulge ; and^ 
if it be a duty to preserve our faculties entire for their 
proper nm it is criminal.^ Suspicion is very often an 



received, as he probably would have been, by a prince so emi- 
nently distinguished for his variety of talents and acquisitions as 
the late King of Sweden, and b;^ the Empress of Russia, whose 
extraordinary abilities, information, and magnanimity, astonish 
the world, would have afforded a noble subject for contemplation 
and record. This reflection may possibly' be thought too vision- 
ary by the more sedate and cold-blooded part of my readers ; 
yet I own I frequently indulge it with an earnest, unavailing 
regret. 

(I) It so happened. The letter was forwarded to my hoiiie 
at Edinburgh. 
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useless pain. From that^ and all other pains, I wish 
yon free and safe; for I am^ dear Sir, &c- 

" Sam. J0HK8OK." 



Litter 297. TO MRS. ASTON. 

« Ashbourne, Sept. IS. 1777. 

" Dear Madam^ — As I left you so much disordered^ 
a fortnight is a long time to he without any account of 
your health. I am willing to flatter myself that you 
are hetter, though you gave me no reason to helieve diat 
you intended to use any means for your recovery. 
Nature often performs wonders^ and will^ I hope^ do 
for you more dian you seem inclined to do for yourself. 

" In this weakness of hody^ with which it has pleased 
Grod to visit you^ he has given you great cause of thank- 
fulness^ by die total exemption of your mind from all 
effects of your disorder. Your memory is not less com- 
prehensive or distinct^ nor your reason less vigorous and 
acute, nor your imagination less active and sprightly 
than in any former time of your life, lliis is a great 
blessing, as it respects enjoyment of the present ; and a 
blessing yet far greater, as it bestows power and oppor- 
tunity to prepare for the future. 

" All sickness is a summons. But as you do not want 
exhortations, I will send you only my good wishes, and 
exhort you to believe the good wishes very sincere, of, 
dear Madam, &c. Sam. Johnson/' 

On Sunday evening, Sept. 14., I arrived at Ash- 
bourne, and drove directly up to Dr. Taylor's door. 
Dr. Johnson and he appeared before I had got out 
of the post-chaise, and welcomed me* cordially. 

I told them that I had travelled all the preceding 
night, and gone to bed at Leek, in Staffordshire ; 
and that when I rose to go to church in the after* 
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noon, I was infonned there had been an earthquake, 
of which, it seems, the shock had been felt in some 
degree at Ashbourne. Johnson. " Sir, it will be 
much exaggerated in public talk: for, in the first 
place, the common people do not accurately adapt 
their thoughts to the objects; nor, secondly, do 
they accurately adapt their words to their thoughts: 
th^y do not mean to lie ; but, taking no pains to be 
exact, they give you very false accounts. A great 
part of their language is proverbial. If any thing 
rocks at all, they say it rocks like a cradle; and in 
this way they go on." 

The subject of grief for the loss of relations and 
friends being introduced, I observed that it was 
strange to consider how soon it in general we^xs 
away. Dr. Taylor mentioned a gentleman of the 
neighbourhood as the only instance he had ever 
known of a person who had endeavoured to retain 
grief. He told Dr. Taylor, that after his lady's 
death, which affected him deeply, he resolved that 
the grief, which he cherished with a kind of sacred 
fondness, should be lasting ; but that he found he 
could not keep it long. Johnson. " All grief for 
what cannot in the course of nature be helped soon 
wears away; in some sooner, indeed, in some later; 
but it never continues very long, unless where there 
is madness, such as will make a man have pride so 
fixed in his mind as to imagine himself a king ; or 
any other passion in an unreasonable way: for all 
unnecessary grief is unwise, and therefore will not 
be long retained by a sound mind. If, indeed, the 
cause of our grief is occasioned by our own miscoiv* 
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duct, if grief is mingled with remorse of conscience, 
it should be lasting." Boswell. " But, Sir, we do 
not approve of a man wlio very soon forgets the loss 
of a wife or a friend." Johnson. " Sir, we disap- 
prove of him, not because he soon forgets his grief, 
for the sooner it is forgotten the better ; but because 
we suppose, that if he forgets his wife or his friend 
soon, he has not had much affection for them." 

I was somewhat disappointed in finding that the 
edition of the " English Poets," for which he was to 
write prefaces and lives, was not an undertaking di- 
rected by him, but that he was to fiimish a preface 
and life to any poet the booksellers pleased. I asked 
him if he would do this to any dunce's works, if 
they should ask him. Johnson. " Yes, Sir ; and 
say he was a dunce." My friend seemed now not 
much to relish talking of this edition. 

On Monday, Sept. 15. ('), Dr. Johnson ob- 
served, that every body commended such parts of 
his "Journey to the Western Islands" as were in 
their own way. "For instance,'' said he, "Mr. 
Jackson (the all-knowing) told me there was more 
good sense upon trade in it, than he should hear in 
the House of Commons in a year, except from 
Burke. Jones commended the part which treats of 

SI) « Last night came BoswelL I am glad that he is come, 
seems to be very brisk and lively, and laughs a little 

at ;**— XtfW. voL i. p. 369. — Probably his host Dr, 

Taylor — between whom and Boswell there seems to have been 
no great cordiality, and it may be suspected that Boswell does 
not take much pains to set Dr. Taylor*s merits in the best 
light He was Johnson's earliest and most con^ant friend, and 
read the funeral service over him; with, however, as the by^ 
standert thought, too little feeling. _ C. 

VOL. VI. T 
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language ; Burke that which describes the inhabit- 
ants of mountainous countries/* 

After breakfast, Johnson carried me to see the 
garden belonging to the school of Ashbourne, which 
is very prettily formed upon a bank, rising gradu* 
ally behind the house. The Rev. Mr. Langley, the 
head-master, accompanied us. 

While we sat basking in the sun upon a seat here, 
I introduced a conmion subject of complaint, the 
very small salaries which many curates have ; and I 
maintained, that no man should be invested with the 
character of a clergyman, unless he has a security 
for such an income as will enable him to appear re- 
spectable ; that, therefore, a clergyman should not 
be allowed to have a curate, unless he gives him a 
hundred pounds a year ; if he cannot do that, let 
him perform the duty himself. Johnson. " To be 
sure. Sir, it is wrong that any clergyman should be. 
without a reasonable income ; but as the church 
revenues were sadly diminished at the Reformation^ 
the clergy who have livings cannot afford, in many- 
instances, to give good salaries to curates, without 
leaving themselves too little ; and, if no curate were 
to be permitted unless he had a hundred pounds a 
year, their number would be very small, which 
would be a disadvantage, as then there would not 
be such choice in the nursery for the church, curates 
being candidates for the higher ecclesiastical offices, 
according to their merit and good behaviour." He 
explained the system of the English hierarchy ex- 
ceedingly well. " It is not thought fit," said he, 
^< to trust a man with the care of a parish till he haa 
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given proof as a curate that he shall deserve such a 
trust" This is an excellent theory; and if the 
practice were according to it, the church of Eng- 
land would be admirable indeed. However, as I 
have heard Dr. Johnson observe as to the univer- 
sities, bad practice does not infer that the constitu- 
tion id bad. 

We had with us at dinner several of Dr. Taylor's 
neighbours, good civil gentlemen, who seemed to 
understand Dr. Johnson very well, and not to consider 
him in the light that a certain person [Mr. George 
Garrick] did, who being struck, or rather stunned 
by his voice and manner, when he was afterwards 
asked what he thought of him, answered, ^' He 's a 
tremendous companicn." 

Johnson told me, that " Taylor was a very sen- 
sible acute man, and had a strong mind : that he 
had great activity in some respects, and yet such 
a sort of indolence, that if you should put a pebble 
upon his chimney-piece, you would find it there, in 
the same state, a year afterwards." 

And here is a proper place to give an account of 
Johnson's humane and zealous interference in be- 
half of the Reverend Dr. William Dodd, formerly 
prebendary of Brecon, and chaplain in ordinary to 
his majesty ; celebrated as a very popular preacher, 
an encourager of charitable institutions, and author 
of a variety of works, chiefly theological. Having 
unhappily contracted expensive habits of living, 
partly occasioned by licentiousness of manners, he 
in an evil hour, when pressed by want of money« 
T 2 
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and dreading an exposure of his circumstances, 
forged a bond, of which he attempted to avail him«* 
self to support his credit, flattering himself with 
hopes that he might be able to repay its amount 
without being detected. The person whose name 
he thus rashly and criminally presumed to fakafy 
was the Earl of Chesterfield, to whom he had been 
tutor, and who he perhaps, in the warmth of his 
feelings, flattered himself would have generously 
paid the money in case of an alarm being taken, 
rather than suffer him to fall a victim to the dreads 
ful consequences of violating the law against fbr^ 
gery, the most dangerous crime in a commercial 
country: but the unfortunate divine had the morti* 
fitation to find that he was mistaken. His noMe 
pupil appeared against him, and he was capitally 
convicted. 

Johnson told me that Dr. Dodd was very little 
acquainted with him, having been but once (*) in 
his company, many years previous to this period 
(which was precisely the state of my own acquaint* 
ance with Dodd); but in his distress he be- 
thought himself of Johnson's persuasive power of 
writings if haply it might avail to obtain for him the 
royal mercy. He did not apply to him directly, 
but, extraordinary as it may seem, through the late 
Countess of Harrington (2), who wrote a letter to 
Johnson, asking him to employ his pen in favour of 

(1) [See Dr. Dodd*8 account of this meetings post, April 13. 
1778. n.] 

(2^ Carc^ne, eldest daughter of Charies Fitzror, Duke of 
Grafton, and wife of William, the second Earl of Harrington. 
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Dodd. Mr. Allen, the printer, who was Johnson*s 
landlord and next neighbour in Bolt-court, and for 
whom he had much kindness, was one of Dodd*s 
friends, of whom, to the credit of humanity be it 
recorded, that he had many who did not desert him, 
even after his infringement of the law had reduced 
him to the state of a man under sentence of death. 
Mr. Allen told me thai he carried Lady Harring- 
ton's letter to Johnson ; that Johnson read it, walk- 
ing up and down his chamber, and seemed much 
agitated, after which he said, << I will do what I can ;* 
and certainly he did make extraordinary exertions. 

He this evening, as he had obligingly promised 
in one of his letters, put into my hands the whole 
series of his writings upon this melancholy occasion, 
and I shall present my readers with the abstract 
which I made from the collection ; in doing which 
I studied to avoid copying what had appeared 
in print, and now make part of the edition of 
"Johnson's Works" published by the booksellers 
of London, but taking eare to mark Johnson's 
variations in some of the pieces there exhibited. 

Dr. Johnson wrote, in the first place, Dr. Dodd's 
" Speech to the Recorder of London," at the Old 
Bailey, when sentence of death was about to be 
pronounced upon him. 

He wrote also " The Convict's Address to his un- 
happy Brethren," a sermon delivered by Dr. Dodd 
in the chapel of Kewgate. According to Johnson's 
manuscHpt, it began thus after the text, WhaiihaU 
I do to be saved fQ) 

(1) What mutt I do to be saved? — ^c/«, c. 17. v. 30. — C. 
T S 
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'' These were the words with which the keeper^ to 
whose custody Paul and Silas were committed hy their 
prosecutors^ addressed his prisoners^ when he saw them 
freed from their honds hy the perceptihle agency of 
divine favour, and was^ therefore^ irresistibly convinced 
that they were not offenders against the laws^ but 
martyrs to the truth." 

Dr. Johnson was so good as to mark for me with 
his own hand^ on a copy of this sermon which is now 
in my possession, such passages as were added bj 
Dr. Dodd. They are not many : whoever will take 
the trouble to look at the printed copy, and attend 
to what I mention, will be satisfied of this. 

There is a short introduction by Dr. Dodd, and 
he also inserted this sentence : '^ You see with what 
confusion and dishonour I now stand before you ; 
no more in the pulpit of instruction, but on this 
humble seat with yourselves.'* The notes are 
entirely Dodd's own, and Johnson's writing ends at 
the words, '< the thief whom he pardoned on the 
cross." What follows was supplied by Dr. Dodd 
himself. 

The other pieces mentioned by Johnson in the 
above mentioned collection are two letters ; one to 
the Lord Chancellor Bathurst (not Lord North, as 
is erroneously supposed), and one to Lord Mans- 
field. A petition from Dr. Dodd to the King. A 
petition from Mrs. Dodd to the Queen* Observa^ 
tions of some length inserted in the newpapers, cm 
occasion of Earl Percy's having presented to his 
majesty a petition for mercy to Dodd, signed by 
twenty thousand people, but all in vain. He told 
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me that he had also written a petition for the city 
of London; "but (said he, with a significant smile) 
they mended it. "(*) 

The last of these articles which Johnson wrote is 
" Dr. Dodd's last solemn Declaration," which he left 
with the sheriff at the place of execution* Here 
also my friend marked the variations on a copy of 
that piece now in my possession. Dodd inserted, 
" I never knew or attended to the calls of frugality, 
or the needful minutenes of painful economy " and 
in the next sentence he introduced the words which 
I distinguished by italics : " my life for some^w? un- 
happy years past has been dreadfully erraneaus" 
Johnson's expression was hypocritical : but his re- 
mark on the margin is, " With this he said he could 
not charge himself." 

(1) Having unexpectedly, by the favour of Mr. Stone, of 
J^ondon Field, Hackney, seen the original in Johnson's hand- 
writing of " The Petition of the City of London to his Majesty, 
in favour of Dr. Dodd," I now present it to my readers, with 
such passages as were omitted enclosed in crotchets, and the ad- 
ditions or variations marked in Italics : — 

** That William Dodd, Doctor of Laws, now lying under sentence of 
death in your maiestp's gaol of Newgate for the crime of forgery, has for » 
great part of his life set a useful and laudable example of diligence in his 
calling [and, as we have reason to believe, has exercised his ministry with 
great fidelity and efficacy], which, in many instances, has produced the 
most happy ^ect. 

** Tiiat he has been the first institutor [or] and a very earnest and active 
promoter of several modes of useful charity, and [that], therefore [he], 
may be considered as having been on many occasions a benefactor to the 
puMic. 

" [That when they consider his past life, they are willing to suppose his 
late crime to have been, not the consequence of habitual depravity, but the 
suggestion of some sudden and violent temptation.] 

** [That] your petitioners, therefore, considering his case as, in some ot 
its circumstances, unprecedented and peculiar, and encouraged by vour 
mc^fesUf^s known clemency, [they] most humbly recommend the said WiU 
liam Dodd to [his] your majesty's most gracious consideration, in hopes 
that he will be found not altogether [unfit] unworthy to stand an example 
of royal mercy.**— B. 

It does seem that these few alterations were amendments* ^~ C. 
T 4 



d by Google 



280 LIFE OF JOHNSON. 1777 

Having thus authentically settled what part of 
the '< Occasional Papers," concerning Dr. Dodd's 
miserable situation came from the pen of Johnson^ 
I shall proceed to present my readers with my re- 
cord of the unpublished writings relating to that 
extraordinary and interesting matter. 

I found a letter to Dr. Johnson from Dr. Dodd, 
May 23., 1777, in which " The Convict's Address *• 
seems clearly to be meant : — 

LnT«»298. DR. DODD TO DR. JOHNSON. 

''1 am 80 penetrated^ my ever dear Sir^ with a. 
sense of your extreme benevolence towards me^ that I 
cannot find words equal to the sentiments of my heart. 

^^ You are too conversant in the world to need the 
slightest hint from me of what infinite utility the 
speech (^ on the aw^ul day has been to me. I expe- 
rience^ every hour^ some good effect from it. I am 
sure that effects still more salutary- and important must 
follow from your kind and intended favour, I will 
labour — God being my helper — to do justice to it 
from the pulpit I am sure^ had I your sentiments 
constantly to deliver from thence^ in all their mighty 
force and power^ not a soul could be left unconvinced 
and unpersuaded. 

•' May God Almighty bless and reward, with his 
choicest comforts, your philanthropic actions, and 
enable me at all times to express what I feel of the 
high and uncommon obligations which I owe to the 
firet man in our times ! ** 

On Sunday, June 22., he writes, begging Dr. John- 
(1) His speech at the Old Bailey when found guilty. 
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son's assistance in framing a supplicatory letter to 
his majesty : 

*' If his majesty could be moyed of his royal de- 
mency to spare me and my family the horrors and 
ignominy of a fmblic death, which the public itself is 
solicitous to wave^ and to grant me in some silent 
distant corner of the globe to pass the remainder of my 
days in penitence and prayer^ I would bless his clemency 
and be humbled." 

This letter was brought to Dr. Johnson when in 
church. He stooped down and read it (^), and 
wrote, when he went home, the following letter for 
Dr. Dodd to the king : — 

*' Sib, — May it not offend your majesty, that the 
most miserable of men applies himself to your clemency, 
as his last hope and his last refuge ; that your mercy 
is most earnestly and humbly implored by a clergyman, 
whom your laws and judges have condemned to the 
horror and ignominy of a public execution. 

*' I confess the crime, and own the enormity of its 
consequences, and the danger of its example. Nor 
have I the confidence to petition for impunity ; but 
humbly hope, that public security may be established, 
without the spectacle of a clergyman dragged through 
the streets, to a death of infamy, amidst the derision of 
the profligate and profane ; and that justice may be 
satisfied with irrevocable eidle, perpetual disgrace, and 
hopeless penury. 

*' My life. Sir, has not been useless to mankind. I 
have benefited many. But my ofiences against God 
are numberless, and I have had little time for repent- 

(1 ) He afterwards eipresied a hope that thii deviation from 
Che duties of the place would be forgiven him* — . C. 
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imce. Preserve me. Sir, by your prerogadve of mercy, 
from the necessity of appearing imprepared at that 
tribmial, before which kings and subjects must stand at 
last together. Permit me to hide my guilt in some 
obscure comer of a foreign country, where, if I can 
ever attain confidence to hope that my prayers will be 
heard, they shall be poured with all the fervour of 
gratitude, for the life and happiness of your majesty. — 
'* I am. Sir, your majesty's, &c." 



Lett«ii299. dr. JOHNSON TO DR. DODD. 

^^ Sib, — I most seriously enjoin you not to let it be 
at all known that I have written this letter, and to re- 
turn the copy to Mr. Allen in a cover to me. I hope I 
need not tell you that I wish it success. But do not 
indulge hope. Tell nobody.** 

It happened luckily that Mr. Allen was pitched 
on to assist in this melancholy office, for he was a 
great friend of Mr. Akerman, the keeper of New- 
gate. Dr. Johnson never went to see Dr. Dodd. 
He said to me, ^'It would have done him more 
harm than good to Dodd, who once expressed a 
desire to see him, but not earnestly." 

Dr. Johnson on the 20th of June, wrote the fol- 
lowing letter : — 

LrrT«»300. TO THE RIGHT HON. CHARLES 
JENKINSON. 

'' Sm, — Since the conviction and condemnation of 
Dr. Dodd, I have had, by the intervention of a friend, 
tome intercourse with him, and I am sure I shall lose 
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nothing in your opinion by tenderness and commiser. 
ation. Whatever be the crime, it is not easy to have 
any knowledge of the delinquent^ without a wish that 
his life may be spared ; at least when no life has been 
taken away by him. I will, therefore, take the liberty 
of suggesting some reasons for which I wish this im- 
bappy being to escape the utmost rigour of his sen- 
tence. 

*' He is, so far as I can recollect, the first clergyman 
of our church who has suffered public execution for im^ 
morality ; and I know not whether it would not be more 
for the interests of religion to bury such an offender in the 
obscurity of perpetual exile, than to expose him in 
a cart, and on the gallows, to all who for any reason 
are enemies to the clergy. 

^' The supreme power has, in all ages, paid some at- 
tention to the voice of the people ; and that voice does 
not least deserve to be heard when it calls out for mercy. 
There is now a very general desire that Dodd*s life 
should be spared. More is not wished ; and, perhaps, 
this is not too much to be granted. 

" If you. Sir, have any opportunity of enforcing 
these reasons, you may, perhaps, think them worthy of 
consideration : but whatever you determine, I most re- 
spectfully entreat that you will be pleased to pardon for 
this intrusion. Sir, your most obedient and most humble 
servant, Sam. Johnson." 

It has been confidently circulated, with invidious 
remarks, that to this letter no attention whatever 
was paid by Mr. Jenkinson (afterwards Earl of Liver- 
pool), and that he did not even deign to show the 
common civility of owning the receipt of it I could 
not but wonder at such conduct in the noble lord, 
whose own character and just elevation in life, I 
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thought, must hare impressed him with all due re- 
gard for great abilities and attaimnents. As the 
story had been much talked of, and apparently from 
good authority, I could not but have animadverted 
upon it in this work, had it been as was alleged ; 
but from my earnest love of truth, and having found 
reason to think that there might be a mistake, I 
presumed to write to his lordship, requesting an 
explanation ; and it is with the sincerest pleasure 
that I am enabled to assure the world that there is 
no foundation for it, the fact being, that owing to 
some neglect or accident, Johnson's letter never 
came to Lord Liverpool's hands. I should have 
thought it strange indeed, if that noble lord had 
undervalued my illustrious friend Q) ; but instead 
of this being the case, his lordship, in the very polite 
answer with which he was pleased immediately to 
honour me, thus expresses himself: << I have always 
respected the memory of Dr. Johnson, and admire 
his writings ; and I frequently read many parts of 
them with pleasure and great improvement." 

All applications for the royal mercy having failed. 
Dr. Dodd prepared himself for death ; and, with a 
warmth of gratitude, wrote to Dr« Johnson as fol- 
lows :— 

(1) It would not be surpriaing if it had been ao treated. Mr. 
Jenkinson was at this time Secretanr at War, and was obnoxious 
to popular odium from an unfounded imputation of being the 
channel of a secret influence OTer the king. To request, there- 
fore, his influence with the kinff on a matter so wholly foreign 
to his duties and station, was a Idnd of verification of the alitt» 
der, at which Lord Liyerpool might have felt offended. -« C. 
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LxRxaSOl. FROM DR. DODD. 

** June 25. midnight. 
'' Accept^ thou greeU and good hearty my earnest and 
fervent thanks anid prayers for all thy henevoleht and 
kind efforts in my hehalf. — Oh ! Dr. Johnson ! as J 
sought your knowledge at an early hour in life^ would 
to Heaven I had cultivated the love and acqudntance 
of so excellent a man ! — I pray God most sincerely to 
bless you with the highest transports — the infelt satis- 
faction of humane and benevolent exertions ! — And ad. 
mitted^ as I trust I shall be^ to the realms of bliss before 
you, I shall hail your arrival there with transports^ and 
rejoice to acknowledge that you was my comforter, my 
advocate, and mj friend f God be ever with you I'* 

Dr. Johnson lastly wrote to Dr. Dodd this solemn 
and soothing letter : — 

Letter 302. TO THE REV. DR. DODD. 

"June 26. 1777. 

'^ Deab Sib, — That which is appointed to all men 
is now coming upon you. Outward circumstances, the 
eyes and the thoughts of men, are below the notice of 
an immortal being about to stand the trial for eternity, 
before the Supreme Judge of heaven and earth. Be 
comforted : your crime, morally or religiously con- 
sidered, has no very deep dye of turpitude. It cor- 
rupted no man's principles ; it attacked no man's life. 
It involved only a temporary and reparable injury. Of 
this, and of all other sins, you are earnestly to repent ; 
and may God, who knoweth our frailty, and desireth 
not our death, accept your repentance, for the sake of 
his son Jesus Christ, our Lord ! 

'^ In requital of those well-intended offices which yoa 
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are pleased so emphatically to acknowledge^ let me b^ 
that you make in your devotions one petition for my 
eternal welfare. I am^ dear Sir, your most affectionate 
lerranty Sam. Johnson." 

Under the copy of this letter I found written, in 
Johnson's own hand, " Next day, June 27*, he was 
executed." Q) 

To conclude this interesting episode with an 
useful application, let us now attend to the re- 
flections of Johnson at the end of the '< Occasional 
Papers," concerning the unfortunate Dr. Dodd. (2) 

'< Such were the last thoughts of a man whom we 
have seen exulting in popularity and sunk in shame. 
For his reputation^ which no man can give to himself^ 
those who conferred it are to answer. Of his public 
ministry the means of judging were sufficiently attain- 
able. He must be allowed to preach well^ whose ser- 
mons strike his audience with forcible conviction. Of 

(1) That Dr. Johnson should have desired one prayer from 
Dr. Dodd, who was himself such an atrocious offender, has been 
very much condemned; but we ought to consider, that Dr. 
Johnson might, perhaps, have had sufficient reason to believe 
Dodd to be a sincere penitent, which, indeed, was the case ; 
and, besides, his mind was so softened with pity and compassion 
for him, so impressed with the awful idea of his situation, the 
last evening of his life, that he probably did not think of his 
former transgressions, or thought, perhaps, that he ought not to 
remember them, when the offender was so soon to appear before 
the Supreme Judge of heaven and earth. Dr. Johnson told 
me that Dodd, on reading this letter, gave it into the hands of 
his wife, with a strong injunction never to part with it ; that he 
had slept during the night, and when he awoke in the morning 
he did not immediately recollect that he was to suffer, and when 
he did, he expressed the utmost horror and agony of mind— 
outrageously vehement in his speech and in his looks — till he 
went mto the chapel, and on his coming out of it his face expressed 
the most angelic peace and composure. — Retnolds*s BecoU, 

(2) See Dr. Johnson's final opinion concerning Dr. Dodd^ 
sub April 18. 1783. — M. 
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his life^ those who thought it consistent with his 
doctrine did not originally form false notions. He was 
at first what he endeavoured to make others ; but the 
world hroke down his resolution^ and he in time ceased 
to exemplify his own instructions. 

^^ Let those who are tempted to his faults tremble at 
his punishment ; and those whom he impressed from 
the pulpit with religious sentiments endeavour to confirm 
them^ by considering the regret and self-abhorrence 
with which he reviewed in prison his deviations from 
rectitude." Q) 

(1 ) Johnson was deeply concerned at the failure of the peti- 
tions in behalf of Dr. uidd ; and asked me at the time, ii the 
request contained in them was not such an one as oucht to have 
been granted to the prayer of twenty-three thousand subjects : 
to which I answered, that the subscription of popular petitions 
was a tUng o£ course, and that, therefore, the difference between 
twenty and twenty thousand names was inconsiderable. He 
further censured the clergy veiy severely, for not interposing 
in his beh^, and said, ** that their inactivity arose from a paltry 
fear of being reproached with partiality towards one of their own 
order." But although he assisted in the solicitations for pardon* 
yet, in his private judgment, he thought Dodd unworthy of it ; 
having been known to say, that had he been the adviser of the 
king, he should have told him, that, in pardoning Dodd, his 
justice, in consigning the Perreaus to their sentence would have 
been called in question. — Hawkins. 

Dr. Dodd was bom May 29. 1729, and died June 27. 1777, in 
the forty-ninth year of his age. He married a Miss Perkins 
from Imrham. Left in sorrow, poverty, and disgrace, reason 
forsook her, and she died a wretched maniac at Ilfbrd, in Essex^ 
July 14. 1784. — NoBLc] 
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CHAPTER IX. 

1777. 

Mr, FitzherberU — Hamilton of Bangour. — Bkeding, 

— Hume. — Fear of Death, — Dutiee of a Biogra^ 
pher, — Stuart Family. — Birth^daye, — Wartons 
Poeme, — Keddlestone. — Derby. — Shaving. — JVI- 
dMls'e "DeAnimd Medicd." — Dr. Dodd.— Blair. — 
Goldsmith. — Monboddos ''Air-bath." — Early^rieing. 

— Sleep. — Water 'drinking. — Rutty* e *' Spiritual 
Diary." — Autobiographere. — Imitators of Johnson^ s 
Style. — Biographia Britannioa. — Melancholy and 
Madness. — London Life. — Profession of the Law. 
— Employment. — Dr. Taylors *' Sermons." — Actors. 

Johnson gave us this evening, in his happy dis* 
criminative manner, a portrait of the late Mr. Fitz- 
herbert (0 ^^ Derbyshire. " There was," said he, 
" no sparkle, no brilliancy in Fitzherbert ; but I 
never knew a man who was so generally acceptable. 
He made every body quite easy, overpowered no- 
body by the superiority of his talents, made no man 
think worse of himself by being his rival, seemed 
always to listen, did not oblige you to hear much 
from him, ^d did not oppose what you said. Every 
body liked him ; but he had no friends, as I un- 
derstand the word, nobody with whom he exchanged 
intimate thoughts. People were willing to think 
well of every thing about him. A gentleman was 
making an affecting rant, as many people do, of 

(1) Sec ant^, VoL I. p. 85., and VoL IV. p. 271. — C, 
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great feelings about * his dear son/ who was at 
school near London ; how anxious he was lest he 
might be ill, and what he would give to see him. 
* Can't you/ said Fitzherbert, < take a postchaise 
and go to him?' This, to be sure, finithed the 
affected man, but there was not much in it (i) How- 
ever, this was circulated as wit for a whole winter, 
and I believe part of a summer too ; a proof that 
he was no very witty man. He was sm instance of 
the truth of the observation, that a man will please 
more upon the whole by negative qualities than by 
positive ; by never offending, than by giving a great 
deal of delight In the first place, men hate more 
steadily than they love ; and if I have said some- 
thing to hurt a man once, I shall not get the better 
of this by saying many things to please him." 

Tuesday, September 16., Dr. Johnson having 
mentioned to me the extraordinary size and price of 
some cattle reared by Dr. Taylor, I rqde out with 
our host, surveyed his farm, and was shown one cow 
which he had sold for a hundred and twenty guineas, 
and another for which he had been offered a 
hundred and thirty. Taylor thus described to me 

(1) Dr. Gisborne, physician to his Majesty ^ household, has 
obligingly communicated to me a ftiller account of this story 
than had reached Dr. Johnson. The affected gentleman was 
the late John Gilbert Cooper, Esq., author of a Life of Socrates^ 
and of some poems in Dodsley's collection. Mr. Fitzherb^t 
found him one morning, apparently, in such violent agitation, 
on account of the indisposition of his son, as to seem beyond the 
power of comfort. At length, however, he exclaimed, << I 'U 
write an eleg^.** Mr. Fitzherbert, being satisfied by this of the 
sincerity of nis emotions, slily said, ** Had not you better take a 
postchaise, and go and see him ^ ** It was the shrewdness of the 
tnsinuation which made the story be circulated. 

VOL. VI. U 
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his old schoolfellow and friend, Johnson : << He if 
a man of a very clear head, great power of words, 
and a very gay imagination ; but there is no dis- 
puting with him. He will not hear you, and, having 
a louder voice than you, must roar you down." 

In the afternoon I tried to get Dr. Johnson to 
like the Poems of Mr. Hamilton of Bangour (^^ 
which I had brought with me : I had been much 
pleased with them at a very eariy age: the im- 
pression still remained on my mind ; it was con- 
firmed by the opinion of my friend the Honw 
Andrew Erskine, himself both a good poet and a 
good critic, who thought Hamilton as true a poet as 
ever wrote, and that his not having fame was un- 
accountable. Johnson, upon repeated occasion^ 
while I was at Ashbourne, talked slightingly of 
Hamilton. He said there was no power of thinking 
in his verses, nothing that strikes one, nothing better 
than what you generally find in magazines ; and that 
the highest praise they deserved was, that they were 
very well for a gentleman to hand about among his 
friends. He said the imitation of Ne sitancilke Ubi 
amcypy &c. was too solemn : he read part of it at the 
beginning. He read the beautiful pathetic song, 
" Ah, the poor shepherd's mournful fate," and did 
not seem to give attention to what I had been used 
to think tender elegant strains, but laughed at the 
rhyme, in Scotch pronunciation, wishes and blushes^ 
reading vmshes — and there he stopped. He owned 
that the epitaph on Lord Newhall was pretty well 

(1) See on/^ Vol. IV. p. S5. — C 
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done. He read the ** Inscription in a Summer- 
house/' and a little of the Imitations of Horace^s 
Epistles ; but said he found nothing to make him 
desire to read on. When I urged that there were 
^ome good poetical passages in the book, << Where,*' 
said he, *< will you find so large a collection without 
some ?" I thought the description of Winter might 
obtain his approbation : 

<< See Winter, from the frozen north, 
Driyes his iron chariot forth ! 
His grisly hand in icy chains 
Fair Tweeda*s silver flood constrains,** &c. 

He asked why an " iron chariot ? " and said " icy 
chains" was an old image. I was struck with the 
uncertainty of taste, and somewhat sorry that a 
poet whom I had long read with fondness was not 
approved by Dr. Johnson. I comforted myself with 
thinking that the beauties were too delicate for his 
robust_perceptions. Garrick maintained that he had 
not a tastelbr the finest productions of genius : but 
I was sensible, that, when he took the trouble to 
analyse critically, he generally convinced us that he 
was right 

In the evening the Rev. Mr. Seward, of Lichfield, 
who was passing through Ashbourne in his way 
home, drank tea with us. Johnson described him 
thus : << Sir, his ambition is to be a fine talker ; so 
he goes to Buxton and such places, where he may 
find companies to listen to him. And, Sir, he is a 
valetudinarian, one of those who are always mend- 
ing themselves. I do not know a more disagreeable 
character than a valetudinarian , who thinks he may 
u 2 
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do any thing that is for his ease [see p. 115.] and 
indulges himself in the grossest freedoms : Sir, he 
brings himself to the state of a hog in a sty/' 

Dr. Taylor's nose happening to bleed, he said it 
was because he had omitted to have himself blooded 
four days after a quarter of a year's interval. Dr. 
Johnson, who was a great dabbler in physic, dis- 
approved much of periodical bleeding. " For," 
said he, " you accustom yourself to an evacuation 
which nature cannot perform of herself, and there- 
fore she ciumot help you, should you from forgetr 
fulness or any other cause omit it; so you may 
be suddenly suffocated. You may accustom your- 
self to other periodical evacuations, because, should 
you omit' them, nature can supply the omission; 
but nature cannot open a vein to blood you."(^) 
'' I do not like to take an emetic," said Taylor, 
" for fear of breaking some small vesseb." " Poh I ** 
.. said Johnson, " if you have so many things that 
will break, you had better break your neck at once, 
and there's dn end on't You will break no small 
vessels" (blowing with high derision). 

I mentioned to Dr. Johnson, that David Hume's 
persisting in his infidelity when he was dying 
shocked me much. Johnson. *< Why should it 
shock you. Sir ? Hume owned he had never read 
the New Testament with attention. Here then was 
a mask who had been at no pains to inquire into the 
truth of religion, and had continually turned his 
mind the other way. It was not to be expected 

(!•) Nature, however, may supply the eracuatioii by Ml 
hemorrhage. — Kiarnkt. 
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that the prospect of death would alter his way of 
thinking, unless God should send an angel to set 
him right" I said I had reason to believe that the 
thought of annihilation gave Hume no pain« John- 
son. ^' It was not so, Sir. He had a vanity in 
being thought easy. It is^ more probable that he 
should assume an appearance of ease, than that so 
very improbable a thing should be, as a man not 
afraid of going (as, in spite of his delusive theory, 
he cannot be sure but he may go) into an unknown 
state, and not being uneasy at leaving all he knew 
And you are to consider, that upon his own prin- 
ciple of annihilation he had no motive to speak the 
truth.** The horror of death, which I had always 
observed in Dr. Johnson, appeared strong to-night. 
I ventured to tell him, that I had been^ for moments 
in my life, not afraid of death ; therefore I could 
suppose another man in that state of mind for a 
considerable space of time. He said, << he never 
had a moment in which death was not terrible to 
him." He added, that it had been observed, that 
scarce any man dies in public but with apparent 
resolution ; from that desire of praise which never 
quits us. I said. Dr. Dodd seemed to be willing to 
die, and full of hopes of happiness. << Sir," said he, 
** Dr. Dodd would have given both his hands and 
both his legs to have lived. The better a man i8> 
tiie more afraid is he of death, having a clearer 
view of infinite purity.'* He owned, that our being 
in ^n unhappy uncertainty as to our salvation wa$ 
mysterious; an4 said, '^ Ah I we must wait till we 
«jre in another state of being to have many thingy* 
u 3 
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explained to us.*' Even the powerful mind ot 
Johnson seemed foiled by futurity. But I thought, 
that the gloom of uncertainty in solemn religious 
speculation, being mingled with hope, was yet more 
consolatory than the emptiness of infidelity. A 
man can Hve in thick air^ but perishes in an ex* 
hausted receiver. 

Dr. Johnson was much pleased with a remark 
which I told him was made to me by General Paoli : 
^ That it is impossible not to be afraid of death ; 
and that those who at the time of dying are not 
afraid, are not thinking of death, but of applause, 
or something ebe, which keeps death out of their 
isight : so that all men are equally afraid of death 
when they see it ; only some have a power of turn- 
ing their sight away from it better than others." 

On Wednesday, September 17., I>r. Butter, phy- 
sician at Derby, drank tea with us ; and it was set- 
tled that Dr. Johnson and I should go on Friday 
and dine with him. Johnson said, << I am glad (^ 
this." He seemed weary of the uniformity of life 
at Dr. Taylor's. 

Talking of biography, I said, in writing a life, a 
man's peculiarities should be mentioned, because 
they mark his character. Johnson. *^ Sir, there is 
no doubt as to peculiarities : the question is, whe- 
ther a man's vices should be mentioned ; for in. 
stance, whether it should be mentioned that Addison 
and Pamell drank too freely; for people will pro-= 
bably more easily indulge in drinking from knowing 
this ; so that more ill may be done by the example^ 
than good by telling the whole trutL" Here ' 
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an instance of Ms varying from himself in talk; for 
when Lord Hailes and he sat one morning calmly 
conversing in my house at Edinburgh, I well re- 
member that Dr. Johnson maintained, that " if a 
man is to write a PanegyHc^ he may keep vices out 
of sight; but if he professes to write a Lifcy he 
must represent it really as it was:" and when I 
•bjected to the danger of telling that Pamell drank 
io excess, he said, that, " it would produce an in- 
structive caution to avoid drinking, when it was 
seen that even the learning and genius of Pamell 
could be debased by it" And in the Hebrides he 
maintained, as appears from the '^ Journal," that a 
man's intimate friend should mention his faults if 
ke writes his life. (}) 

He had this evening, partly, I suppose, from the 
q)irit of contradiction to his Whig friend, a violent 
argument with Dr. Taylor, as to the inclinations of 
the people of England at this time towards the Royal 
Family of Stuart He grew so outrageous as to say, 
<< that if England were fairly polled, the present king 
would be sent away to-night, and his adherents 
hanged to-morrow.*' Taylor, who was as violent a 
Whig as Johnson was a Tory, was roused by this to a 
pitch of bellowing. He denied loudly what Johnson 
said ; and maintained that there was an abhorrence 
against the Stuart family, though he admitted that 
the people were not much attached to the present 
king. Q) Johnson. << Sir, the state of the country 

(1) See mUiiy VbL 1 /. p. 859. 

19) Dr. Taylor was very ready to make tbSa admioioii, b»- 
eause the party with which he was connected «rai not in power. 

U4 
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is this : tiie people, knowing it to be agreed <m all» 
hands that this king has not the hereditary right te 
the crown, and there being no hope that he who ha» 
it can be restored, have grown cold cmd ind^BBsrent 
upon the subject of loyalty, and have no warm at- 
tachment to any king. They would not, therefore^ 
risk any thing to restore the exiled fomily. They 
would not give twenty shillings apiece to bring it 
about But if a mere vote could do it, there would 
be twenty to one ; at least there would be a very 
great majority of voices for it For, Sir, you are to 
consider, that all those who think a king has a right 
to hb crown as a man has to his estate, which is the 
just opinion, would be for restoring the king, who 
certainly has the hereditary right^ could he be trusted 
with it ; in which there would be no <knger now> 
when laws and every thing else are. so much ad- 
vanced: and every king will govern by the laws. 
And you must also consider. Sir, that there is nothing 
on the other side to oppose to this : for it is not 
alleged by any one that the present family has any 
inherent right : so that the Whigs could not have a 
contest between two rights." 

Dr. Taylor admitted, that if the question as to he- 
reditary right were to be tried by a poll of the peoj^e 
of England, to be sure the abstract doctrine would 
be given in flavour of the family of Stuart; but he 
said, the conduct of that family, which occasioned 

There was then some truth in it, owing to the pertinacity of fac* 
tious clamour. Had he liyed till now, it would have been im- 
possible for him to deny tha^ Jia Miyesty possesses the warmesi 
aflbction of his people. 
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their expulsion, was so fresh in the minds of the* 
people, that they woiild not vote for a restoration. 
Dr. Johnson, I think, was contented with the ad* 
mission as to the hereditary right, leaving the original 
point in dispute, viz. what the peopk upon the whole 
would do^ taking in right and affection ; for he said, 
people were afraid of a change, even though they 
think it right. Dr. Taylor said something of the 
slight foundation of the hereditary right of the house 
of Stuart "Sir," said Johnson, "the house of 
Stuart succeeded to the full right of both the houses 
of York and Lancaster, whose common source had 
the undisputed right. A right to a throne is like a. 
right to any thing else. Possession is sufficient* 
where no better right can be shown. This was the 
case with the Royal Family of England, as it is now 
with the King of France : for as to the first begin- 
ning of the right we are in the dark." 

Thursday y Sept 18. — Last night Dr. Johnson 
had proposed that the crystal lustre, or chandelier, 
in Dr. Taylor's large room, should be lighted up 
some time or other. Taylor said it should be lighted 
up next night " That will do very well," said I, 
*< for it is Dr. Johnson's birthday." When we were 
in the Isle of Sky, Johnson had desired me not to 
mention his birthday. He did not seem pleased at 
this time that I mentioned it, and said (somewhat 
sternly), " he would not have the lustre %hted the 
next day." 

Some ladies, who had been present yesterday whei| 
I mentioned his birthday, came tp dinner to-day^ 
and plagued him unintentionally, by wishing him 
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joy. I know not why he disliked haying his birth* 
day mentioned, unless it were that it reminded him 
of his i^proaching nearer to death, of which he had 
a constant dread. Q) 

I mentioned to him a friend of mine who was for- 
merly gloomy from low spirits, and much distressed 
by the fear of death, but was now uniformly placid, 
and contemplated his dissolution without any per- 
turbation. << Sir," said Johnson, << this is only a dis- 
ordered imagination taking a different turn." 

We talked of a collection being made of all the 
English poets who had published a yolume of poems. 
Johnson told me, ** that a Mr. Coxeter (^), whom he 
knew, had gone the greatest length towards this; 
having collected, I think, about ^ve hundred volumes 
of poets whose works were little known ; but that 
upon his death Tom Osborne bought them, and they 
were dispersed which he thought a pity, as it was 

(1) His letter of this date to Mrs. Thrale confirms this con- 
jecture : — ** Ashbourne, Sept. 18. 1777. — Here is another birth- 
daj. They comevery fast. I am now six^^ight To lament the 
past is Tain ; what remains is to look ror hope in futurilr. —^ 
Boswell is with us in good humour, and plays his part with his 
usual vivacity. We are to go in the doctor's yehicle and dine at 
Derby to-morrow. — Do you know any thing of Bolt Court? 
Invite Mr. Levet to dinner, and make inquiry what family he 
has, and how they proceed. I haa a letter lately from Sfrs. 
Williams ; Dr. Lewis visits her, and has added ipecacuanha to 
her bark : but I do not hear much of her amendment. A^ is 
a very stubborn disease. Tet Levet sleeps sound every night. 
I am sorry for poor Seward*s pain, but he may live to be better. 
Mr. [Middleton's] erection of an urn [see arU^, VoL V. p. 212.] 
looks like an intention to bury me alive : I would as willingl j 
see my friend, however benevolent and hospitable^ qui^lj 
inunied. Let him think for the present of lome more accept- 
able memoriaL" 

(2) See anl^ VoL IL p. 29»i — a 
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curious to see any series Complete; and ih eyerj 
voiume of poems something good may be found." 

He observed, that a gentleman of eminence in li- 
terature had got into a bad style of poetry of late. 
** He puts," said he, " a very common thing in a 
strange dress, till he does not know it himself, and 
thinks other people do not know it.** Boswell. 
^ That is owing to his being so much versant in old 
English poetry." Johnson. " What is that to the 
purpose. Sir ? If I say a man is drunk, and you 
tell me it is owing to his taking much drink, the 

matter is not mended. No, Sir, Q) has 

taken to an odd mode. For ^tample, he*d write 
thus: 

' Hennit hoar, in solemn cell, 

Wearing out life's evening gray.' 

Gray evening is common enough ; but evening gray 
he*d think fine. — Stay ; — we'll make out the stanza: 

* Hennit hoar, in solemn cell» 

Wearing out life's evening gray : 
Smite thy bosom, sage, and tell, 
What is bliss? and which the way?'" 

BoswBLL. <<But why smite his bosom. Sir ? " John- 
son. ^' Why to show he was in earnest " (smiling)* 
He at an after period added the following stanza:— 

(1 ) This has been generaUy supposed to have been Dr. Percys 
but Thomas Warton is meant, and the parodies were intended 
to ridicule the st^le of his poems published in 1777. The first . 
lines of two of his best known odes are marked with that kind of 
invernon which Johnson laughed at >— *< Evening spreads his 
mantle hoar,** and ** Beneath the beech whose ImifuJiei hart* 
But there is m other point of resemblance that I can dift» 
eover. -« Ci 
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** Hiui I qpoke; and speAking ngh^df 

— Scarce repre8$*d the starting tear ; -* 
When the smiling sage replied— 

— Come, my lad, and drink some beer.*' ( i ) 

I cannot help thinking the first stanza very good 
solemn poetry, as abo the first three lines of the 
second. Its last line is an excellent burlesque 
surprise on gloomy sentimental inquiries. And, 
perhaps, the advice is as good as can be given to 
a low-spirited dissatisfied being : — << Don't trouble 
your head with sickly thinking : take a cup and 
be merry.* 

Friday, September 1 9., after breakfast, Dr. Johnson 
and I set out in Dr. Taylor's chaise to go to Derby. 
The day was fine, and we resolved to go by Keddle* 
stone, the seat of Lord Scarsdale, that I might see 
his lordship's fine house. I was struck with the mag- 
;Dificence of the building ; and the extensive park, 
with the finest verdure, covered with deer, and cattle^ 
and sheep, delighted me. The number of old oaks, 
of an immense size, filled me with a sort of respectful 

(l) As some of my readers may be gratified by reading the 
progress of this little composition, I shall insert it from my 
notes. '* When Dr. Johnson and I were sitting tSte-d-tite at 
the Mitre tavern. May 9. 1778, he said, < WTtere is bliss,* woiil4 
be better. He then added a ludicrous stanza, but Woiild not re> 
peat it, lest I should take it down. It was somewhat as follows | 
the last line I am sure I remember: — 

•While I thus cried. 

Hie hoarjr rraliei. 

Come, my lad, and drink lomebeer.* 

In spring 1779, when in better himiour, he made the second 
atanza, as in th& text. There was only one yariation afterwards 
inade on mj suggestion, which was changing hoary in the tfaisd 
iine to snukngt both to avoid a sameness wim the epithet in the 
^rst line, and to describe the hermit in his pleasantry. I|e v«s 
tiiea vefy well pleased that I should preserve it" 
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admuration ; for one of them sixty pounds was offered 
The excellent smooth gravel roads ; the large piece 
of water formed by his lordship from some small 
brooks, with a handsome barge upon it ; the vene- 
rable Gothic church, now the family chapel, just 
by the house ; in short, the grand group of objects 
agitated and distended my mind in a most agreeable 
manner. " One should think," said I, " that the 
proprietor of all this mmt be happy." " Nay, Sir," 
said Johnson, <* all this excludes but one evil ^- 
poverty " (>) 

Our names were sent up, and a well-drest elderly 
housekeeper, a most distinct articulator, showed us 
the house ; which I need not describe, as there b an 
account of it published in " Adams's Works in Ar- 
chitecture." Dr. Johnson thought better of it to-day, 
than when be saw it before {^) ; for he had lately 
attacked it violently, saying, "It would do excellently 
for a town-hall. The large room with the pillars," 
said he, "would do for the judges to sit in at the 
assizes ; the circular room for a jury-chamber ; and 
the room above for prisoners." Still he thought the 
large room ill lighted, and of no use but for dancing 
in; and the bedchambers but indifferent rooms ^ 

(1) When I mentioned Dr. Johnson's remark to a lady of 
admirable good sense and quickness of understanding, she ob- 
served^ " It is true all this excludes only one evil ; but how 
much good does it let in ! " — First edition. To this observation 
much praise has been justly given. Let me then now do myself 
tlie honour to mention, that the lady who made it was the late 
Margaret Montgomerie, my very valuable wife, and the very 
i^ectionate mother of my children, who, Jf they inherit her good 
qualities, will have no reason to complain of their lot. J)o$ 
magiui parerUum virtus, — Second edition, ' 

(1) See ant^, Tour in Wales, Vol. V. p. 196. — C. 
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and that the immense sum which it cost was inju- 
diciously laid out Dr. Taylor had put him in mind 
of his appearing pleased with the house. " But,'* 
said he, << that was when Lord Scarsdale was pre« 
sent. Politeness obliges us to appear pleased with a 
man's works when he is present No man will be 
so ill-bred as to question you. You may therefore 
pay compliments without saying what is not true. 
I should say to Lord Scarsdale of his large room, 
* My lord, this is the most costli/ room that I ever 
saw ; * which is true." 

Dr. Manningham, physician in London, who was 
visiting at Lord Scarsdale's, accompanied us through 
many of the rooms ; and soon afterwards my lord 
himself, to whom Dr. Johnson was known, appeared, 
and did the honours of the house. We talked of 
Mr.Langton. Johnson, with a warm vehemence of 
affectionate regard, exclaimed, "The earth does not 
bear a worthier man than Bennet Langton." We 
saw a good many fine pictures, whicJi I think are 
described in one of <* Young's Tours." There is a 
printed catalogue of them, which the housekeeper 
put into my hand. I should like to view them at 
leisure. I was much struck with Daniel interpreting 
Nebuchadnezzar's dream, by Rembrandt. We were 
shown a pretty large library. In his lordship's dress- 
ing-room lay Johnson's small dictionary : he showed 
it to me, with some eagerness, saying, " Look ye I 
Qiue regio in terris nostri non plena lahorisJ* He 
observed, also. Goldsmith's " Animated Nature ; " 
and said, * Here 's our friend I The poor doctor 
would have been happy to hear of this." 



d by Google 



JCyav. 68. QUICK TRAVELLING. — D£RBT. 308 

In our way, Johnson strongly expressed his love 
of driving fast in a postchaise.(i) " If," said he, " I 
had no duties, and no reference to futurity, I would 
spend my life in driving briskly in a postchaise with 
i pretty woman ; but she should be one who could 
tnderstand me, and would add something to the 
conversation." I observed, that we were this day to 
stop just where the Highland army did in 1745. 
Johnson. " It was a noble attempt" Boswell. 
*< I wish we could have an authentic history of it" 
Johnson. " If you were not an idle dog you might 
write it, by collecting from every body what they can 
tell, and putting down your authorities." Boswell. 
<< But I could not have the advantage of it in my 
lifetime." Johnson. " You might have the satis- 
faction of its fame, by printing it in Holland ; and 
as to profit, consider how long it was before writing 
came to be considered in a pecuniary viei^. Baretti 
says, he is the first man that ever received copy- 
money in Italy. I said that I would endeavour to 
do what Dr. Johnson suggested ; and I thought that 
I might write so as to venture to publish my " His- 
tory of the Civil War in Great Britain in 1745 and 
1746^' without being obliged to goto a foreign 
press. (2) 

When we arrived at Derby, Dr. Butter accompa- 
nied us to see the manufactory of china there* I 

(1) See anti, pp. 88. and 120. — C. 

(2) I am now happy to understand that Mr. John Home, 
who was himself gallantly in the field for the reigning family in 
that interesting warfare, but is generous enough to do justice to 
the other side, is preparing an account of it for the press. — * B. 
[It appeared, in one toL 4to^ in 1802.] 
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admired the ingenuity and delicate art with which a 
man fashioned clay into a cup, a saucer, or a teapot, 
while a boy turned round a wheel to give the mass 
rotundity. I thought this as excellent in its species 
of power, as making good verses in its species. Yet 
I had no respect for this potter. Neither, indeed, 
has a man of any extent of thinking for a mere verse- 
maker, in whose numbers, however perfect, there is 
no poetry, no mind. The china was beautiful^ but 
Dr. Johnson justly observed it was too dear ;for that 
he could have vessels of silver, of the same size, as 
cheap as what were here made of porcelain. Q) 

i felt a pleasure in walking about Derby, such as 
J always have in walking about any town to which 
I am not accustomed. There is an immediate sens- 
ation of novelty ; and one speculates on the way in 
which life is passed in it, which, although there is a 
sameness every where upon the whole, is yet mi- 
nutely diversified. The minute diversities in every 
thing are wonderful. Talking of shaving the other 
night at Dn Taylor s. Dr. Johnson said, " Sir, of a 
thousand shavers, two do not shave so much alike 
as not to be distinguished." I thought this not 
possible, till he specified so many of the varieties in 
shaving ; — holding the razor more or less perpen- 
dicular; drawing long or short strokes ; begin- 
ning at the upper part of the face, or the under — 
at the right side or the left side. Indeed, when one 
considers what variety of sounds can be uttered by 

{1) I waa once present when a flower*pot of SSves china, of 
■bout the size that would hold a pint of water, was sold by i 
turn, tar seventy pounds. — C. 
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the windpipe, in the eompass of a very small 
aperture, we may be convinced how many degrees 
of difference there may be in the application of a 
razor. 

We dined with Dr. Butter (^), whose lady is 
daughter of my cousin Sir John Douglas, whose 
grandson b now presumptive heir of the noble 
family of Queensberry. Johnson and he had a 
good deal of medical conversation. Johnson said 
he had somewhere or other given an account of 
Dr. Nichols's discourse " De Animd Medicd,** 
He told us, << that whatever a man's distemper was. 
Dr. Nichols would not attend (^) him as a physi- 
cian, if his mind was not at ease ; for he believed 
that no medicines would have any influence. He 
once attended a man in trade, upon whom he found 
none of the medicines he prescribed had any effect: 
he asked the man's wife privately whether his affairs 
were not in a bad way ? She said no. He con- 
tinued his attendance some time, still without suc- 
cess. At length the man's wife told him she had 
discovered that her husband's affairs were in a bad 
way. When Goldsmith was dying, Dr. Turton said 
to him, * Tour pulse is in greater disorder than it 
should be, from the degree of fever which you 



(1) Dr. Butter was at this time a practisine physician at 
Derby. He afterwards removed to London, 'where he died, 
Majrch 22. 1805. He is author of seyeral medical tracts. •— • M. 

(2) Dr. Nichols's opinion had made a strong impression on 
^fltmson's mind, and appears to have been the cause of his 
urging Mrs. Aston and his other correspondents to keep their 
minds as much as possible at ease. — Hall. 

yr-L. VI. X 
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have : is your mind at ease ? Gcrfdsmith anstrered 
it was not." 

After dinner, Mrs. Butter went with me to see 
the silk-mill which Mr. John Lombe had Q) had a 
patent for, having brought away the contrivance 
from Italy. I am not very conversant with mecha- 
nics; but the simplicity of this machine, and its mul* 
tiplied operations, struck me with an agreeable sur- 
prise^ I had leamt from Dr. Johnson, during this 
interview, not to think with a dejected indifference 
of the works of art, and the pleasures of life, -be- 
cause life is uncertain and short ; but to consider 
such indifference as a failure of reason, a morbid- 
ness of mind ; for happiness should be cultivated 
as much as we can, and the objects which are in- 
strumental to it should be steadily considered as ol 
importance with a reference not only to ourselves, 
but to multitudes in successive ages. Though it is 
proper to value small parts, as 

** Sands make the mountain, moments make tbe7ear;'*->ToDNG. 

yet we must contemplate, collectively, to have a 
just estimation of objects. One moment's being 
uneasy or not, seems of no consequence ; yet thia 
may be thought of the next, and the next, and so 
on, till there is a large portion of misery. In the 
same way one must think of happiness, of learning, 
of friendship. We cannot tell the precise moment 
when friendship is formed. As in filling a vessel 

(1) See Button's « History of Derby," a book which ii de- 
s^rtedly esteemed for its information, accuracy, and |;ood narra- 
tive; Indeed, the age in which we liye is eminently distinguished 
by topographical excellencei 



d by Google 



lE^AT. 68. Berkeley's theory. 307 

drop by drop, there is at last a drop wiuch mak^ its 
run over ; so in a series of kindnesses there is at 
last one which makes the heart run over. We must 
not divide the objects of our attention into minute 
parts^ and think separately of each part It is by 
«ontemi^ting a large mass of human existence, 
that a man, while he sets a just value on his own 
life, does not think of his death as annihilating all 
that is great and pleasing in the world, as if actually 
contained in his mindy according to Berkeley's re- 
verie. (}) If his imagination be not sickly and feeble, 
it << wings its distant way" far beyond himself, and 
views the world in unceasing activity of every sort. 
It must be acknowledged, however, that Pope s 
plaintive reflection, that all things would be as gay 
as ever, on the day of his death, is natural and 
common. We are apt to transfer to all around us 
our own gloom, without considering that at any 
given point of time there is, perhaps, as much youth 
and gaiety in the world as at another. Before I 
came into this life, in which I have had so many 
pleasant scenes, have not thousands and ten thou- 
sands of deaths and funerals happened, and have not 
families been in grief for their nearest relations? 
But have those dismal circumstances at all affected 
fne f Why, then, should the gloomy scenes which I 
esperience, or which I know, affect others ? Let us 
guard against imagining that there is an end of feli- 
city upon earth, when we ourselves grow old, or are 
unhappy. 

(2) This it by no metnt tn accurate allusioii to Berkdey*! 
theory. — a 

X2 
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Dr. Johmon told us at tea, that when some of 
Dr. Dodd's pious friends were trying to console 
him by saying that he was going to leave a 
'* wretched world,'* he had honesty enough not te 
join in the cant : — ^^ No, no," said he, " it has be^ 
a very agreeable world to me." Johnson added, 
'< I respect Dodd for thus speaking the truth ; foiv 
to be sure, he had for sereral years enjoyed a life 
of great voluptuousness." 

He told us that Dodd's city friends stood by him 
40, that a thousand pounds were ready to be given 
40 the gaoler, if he would let him escape. He 
added, that he knew a friend of Dodd's, who walked 
about Newgate for some time on the evening before 
the day of his execution, with ^yb hundred pounds 
in his pocket, ready to be paid to any of the turnkeys 
who could get him out, but it was too late ; for he 
was watched with much circumspection. He said» 
Dodd*s friends had an image of him made of wax, 
which was to have been left in his place ; and he 
believed it was carried into the prison. (') 

Johnson disapproved of Dr. Dodd's leaving the 
world persuaded that "The Convict's Address to 

(1) Dr. Johnson told me that Dodd probably entertained 
some hopes of life even to the last moment, having been flattered 
by some of his medical friends that there was a chance oi su9> 
pendiujK its total extinction till he was cut down, by placinethe 
knot of the rope in a particular manner behind lua ear. That 
then he was to be carried to a convenient place, where they 
would use their utmost endeavour to recover him. All this was 
done. The hangman observed their injunctions in fixing the 
rope, and as the cart drew off, said in Dodd's ear, you must not 
move an inch ! But he struggled. Being carried to the place 
appointed, his friends endeavoured to restore him by bathing his 
breast with warm water, which Dr. Johnson said was not so 
likely to have that effect as cold water. — RsTVOLps, J2eco& 
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his unhappy Brethren'* was of his own writing. 
** But, Sir/' said I, *< you contributed to the decep- 
tion ; for when Mr. Seward expressed a doubt to 
you that it was not Dodd's own, because it had a 
greiat deal more force of mind in it thiau any think 
known to be his, you answered, -^ < Why shouM 
you think so? Depend upon it. Sir, when any 
man knows he is to be hanged in a fortnight, it 
concentrates his mind wonderfully,'" Johnson. 
'^ Sir, as Dodd got it from me to pass as his own, 
while that could do him any good, that was an im- 
plied promise that I should not own it To own it, 
therefbre, would have been telling a lie, with the 
addition of breach of promise, which was worse 
than simply telling a lie to make it be believed it 
was Dodd's. Besides, Sir, I did not directly tell a 
lie : I left the matter uncertain. Perhaps I thought 
that Seward would not believe it the less to be mine 
for what I said ; but I woukl not put it in his power 
to say I had owned it'* 

He praised Blair's Sermons : ^ Yet," said he, 
(willing to let us see he was aware that fashionable 
fttme, however deserved, is not always the most last* 
ing,) "perhaps they may not be reprinted after seven 
years ; at least not after Blair's death." 

He said, " Goldsmith was a plant that ioiirered \ 
kte. There appeared nothing remariuLble sJi>ottt him 
when he was young; though when he had got 
high in fame, one of his friends (>)begaa to. lecol^ 
led something of his being distinguished at col- 

(1) Mr. Burke.— C 
X S 
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lege^(i) Goldsmith in the same mamier recollected 
more of that friend's early years, as he grew a 
greater man." 

I mentioned that Lord Monboddo told me, he 
awaked every morning at four, and then for his 
health got up and walked in his room naked, with 
the window open, which he called taking an air bath ; 
after which he went to bed again, and slept two hours 
more. Johnson, who was always ready to beat down 
any thing that seemed to be exhibited with dispro- 
portionate importance, thus observed : << I suppose^ 
Sir, there is no more in it than this; he wakes at four, 
and cannot sleep till he chiUs himself, and makes the 
warmth of the bed a grateful sensation." 

I talked of the difficulty of rising in the morning* 
Dr. Johnson told me, << that the learned Mrs. Carter, 
at that period when she was eager in study, did not 
awake as eariy as she wished, and she therefore had 
a contrivance, that, at a certain hour, her chamber- 
light should bum a string to which a heavy weight 
was suspended, which then fell with a strong sudden 
noise : this roused her from sleep, and then she had 
no difficulty in getting up." But I said ihatWBS 
my difficulty ; and wished there could be some me» 
dicine invented which would make one rise without 
pain, which I never did, unless after lying in bed i& 
very long time. Perhaps there may be something 
in die stores of Nature which could do this. I have 
thought of a pulley to raise me gradually ; but that 

(1) He tiNM distinffuished in college, as appears fh>m a dN 
ctimstaoce mentioned by Dr. Kearney. See VoL IL p.l8Sw 
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would give me pain, as it would couniteract my iii- 
ternal inclination. I would have something that can 
dissipate the vis inertujB, and give elasticity to the 
muscles. As I imagine that the human body may 
be put, by the operation of other substances, into 
any state in which it has ever been ; and as I have 
experieiiced a state in which rising from bed was 
not disagreeable, but easy, nay, sometimes agreeable; 
I suppose that this state may be produced, if we 
knew by what We can heat the body, we can cool 
it ; we can give it tension or relaxation ; and surely 
it is possible to bring it into a state in which rising 
from bed will not be a pain. 

Johnson observed, that <<a man should take a 
sufficient quantity of sleep, which Dr. Mead says is 
between seven and nine hours." I told him, that 
Dr. Cullen said to me, that a man should not take 
more sleep than he can take at once. Johnson. 
^ This rule, Sir, cannot hold in all cases ; for many 
people have their sleep broken by sickness; and 
surely, CuUen would not have a man to get up, after 
having slept but an hour. Such a regimen would 
soon end in a hng sleep" (>) Dr. Taylor remarked^ 

(1) This regimen was, however, practised by Bishop Ken, of 
whom Hawkins (not Sir John), in his life of that venerable pre- 
late, p. 4., tells us, ** And that neither his study mi^ht be the 
aggressor on his hours of instruction, or what he judged Mi 
duty; prevent his improvements ; or both, his closet addresses to 
his God ; he strictly accustomed himself to but one sleeps which 
often obliged him to rise at one or two of the clock in the morn- 
ing, and sometimes sooner ; and grew so habitual, that it con- 
thiued with him almost till his lai^ illness. And so lively and 
cfaeCTful was lus temper, that he would be very facetious and en- 
tertaining to lus friends in the evenins^ even when it was pefu 
eenred that with difficulty he kept his eyes open; and then 

• X 4 
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I think very justly, that ** a man who does not feel 
an inclination to sleep at the ordinary times, instead 
of being stronger than other people, must not be 
well ; for a man in health has all the natural inclin- 
ations to eat, drink, and sleep, in a strong degree." 

Johnson advised me to-night not to refine in the 
education of my children. ** Life," said he, << will 
not bear refinement : you must do a^ other p^ple 
do." 

As we drove back to Ashbourne, Dr. Johnson re- 
commended to me, as he had often done, to drinl^ 
water only ; " For," said he, " you are then sure no^ 
to get drunk ; whereas, if you drink wine, you ar^ 
never sure." I said, drinkipg wine was a pleasure 
which I was unwilling to givq up. "Why, ^ir/* 
said he, " there is no doubt that not to drink winf 
is a great deduction from life : but it may be n^ 
cessary." He however owned, that in his opinion a 
free use of wine did not shorten life ; and said, he 
would not give less for the life of a pert£^n Scotch 
Lord(^) (whom he naiQed), celebrated for ban) 
drinking, than for that of ^ sober man. " Buf 
stay," said he, with his usual inteUigence and ac- 
curacy of inquiry — "does it take much wine to 



seemed to go to rest with no other purpose than ^he refreshing 
and enabling ^im with more vigour and cheerfulness to siiig h3 
momine hymn, as he then used to do to his luie; before he "put 
on his (Hothes." 

(1) Probably Thomas, sixth Earl of Kellie, bom in 1732; 
died in nSl. ' He' wtts remarkable for some musical talents, but 
itill more for his conviviality. £ven the P^erm confesses 
that <<'he was more assiduous in the service of Bacchus thipjl 
ApoUa" — C. After this note was written, Sir J^mes Jli^ack- 
intdbU'told me that he believed that Lord £iTol was m^9X^ ; hv^ 
see post, April 28. 1777.— C. 1835. 
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make him drunk?" I answered, <<a great deal 
either of wine or strong punch." — " Then," said he, 
** that is the worse." I presume to illustrate my 
friend's observation thus : ** A fortress which soon 
surrenders has its walls less shattered than when a 
long and obstinate resistance is made." 

I ventured to mention a person who was as violent 
a Scotchman as he was an Englishman ; and literally 
hcul the same contempt for an Englishman compared 
with a Scotchman, that he had for a Scotchman com- 
pared with an Englishman ; and that he would say 
of Dr. Johnson, ^^ Damned rascal I to talk as he does 
of the Scotch." This seemed, for a moment, " toi 
give him pause." It, perhaps, presented hb extreme 
prejudice against the Scotch in a point of view some- 
what new to him by the eiSect of contrast 

By the time when we returned to Ashbourne, Dr. 
Taylor was gone to bed. Johnson and I sat up a 
long time by ourselves. 

He was much diverted with an article whic^ I 
showed him in the " Critical Review" of this year> 
giving an account of a curious publication, ent^tle4 
" A Spiritual Diary and Soliloquies, by John Rutty, 
M. D." Dr. Rutty was one of the people called 
quakers, a physician of some eminence in Dublii^ 
and author of several works. This Diary, which 
was kept from 1753 to 1775, the year in which he 
died, and was now published in two volumes octavo^ 
exhibited, in the simplicity of his heart, a minute 
and honest register of the state of his mind ; whichy 
though frequently laughable enough^ was not more 
•0 ^b^ the history of many men would bey if ie-< 
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corded with equal fairness. The following specimens 
were extracted by the reviewers : — 

'^ Tenth months 1753, 23. — Indulgence in bed an 
hour too long. 

*' Twelfth months 17. — An hypochondriac obnubila- 
tion from wind and indigestion. 

*' Ninth months 28. —An over-dose of whisky. 

« 29. — A dull, cross^ choleric day. 

*' First month, 1757^ 22.— A little swinish at dinner 
and repast Dogged on provocation. 

'^ Second month, 5. — Very dogged or snappish. 

'^ 14. — Snappish on fasting. 

^ 26. — Cursed snappishness to those under me, on a 
bodily indisposition. 

*' Third month, 11.— On a provocation, exercised a, 
dumb resentment for two days, instead of scolding. 

"22. — Scolded too vehemently. 

*^ 23. — bogged again. 

^'Fourth month, 29. — Mechanically and sinfully 
dogged." 

Johnson laughed heartily at this good Quietist's 
self-condemning minutes; particularly at his men- 
tioning, with such a serious regret, occasional in- 
stances of ^* swinishness in eating, and doggedness of 
temper** He thought the observations of the Critical 
Reviewers upon the importance of a man to himself 
80 ingenious and so well expressed, that I shall here 
introduce them. After observing, that "there are 
few writers who have gained any reputation by re- 
cording their own actions," they say, — 

"We may Tduce the egotists to four classes. Ir nhc 
first we have • ulius Ceesar : he relates his own tfans-^ 
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act»>n8 ; but he relates them with pecoliar grace and 
dignity^ and his narratiye is supported by the greatneis 
of his character and achievements. In &e second class 
we have Marcus Antoninus : this writer has given us a 
series of reflections on his own life ; but his sentiments 
are so noble^ his morality so sublime, that his meditations 
are universally admired. In the third class we have 
some others of tolerable credit, who have given import- 
i^ioe to their own private history by an intermixture of 
literary anecdotes, and the occurrences of their own 
times : the celebrated Huetius Q) has published an en- 
tertaining volume upon this phm^ ^ De Rehus ad eum 
pertinentibus.* In the fourth class we have the jour- 
nalists, temporal and spiritual : Elias Ashmole, WiUiam 
Lilly^ George Whitefidd, John Wesley^ and a thousand 
other old women and fanatic writers of memoirs and 
meditations." 

I mentioned to him that Dr. Hugh Blair, in his 
Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres, which I 
heard him deliver at Edinburgh, had animadverted 
on the Johnsonian style as too pompous ; and at- 
tempted to imitate it, by giving a sentence of Addison 
in "The Spectator," No. 411., in the maimer o£ 
Johnson. When treating of the utility of the plear 
sures of imagination in preserving us from vice, it 
is observed of those " who know not how to be idle 
and innocent," that " their very first step out of 
business b into vice or folly;" which Dr. Blair 
supposed would have been expressed in " The 
Rambler" thus : " their very first step out of the 
regions of business is into the perturbation of vice, 

(1) Huet, Biahop of ATrmnches. SeeaiK^ VoL I. p.Mi^ 
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or the Tacuity of fcXLj.** (>) Johnson. ^* Sir, these 
are not the words I should have used. No, Sir ; the 
imitators of my style have not hit it Miss Aikin 
has done it the best ; for she has imitated the senti- 
ment as weU as the diction.** (^) 

I intend, before ihis work is concluded, to exhibit 
specimens of imitation of my friend's style in various 
modes ; some caricaturing or mimicking it, and some 
formed upon it, whether intentionally, or with a de* 
gree of similarity to it, of which, perhaps, the writers 
were not conscious. 

In Baretti's Review, which he published in Italy^ 
under the title of << Frusta Lbtteraria,** it is ob* 
served, that Dr. Robertson the historian had formed 
his style upon that of ^' II celdfre Samuele Johnson*^* 
Mj friend himself was of that opinion ; for he once 
said to me, in a pleasant humour, << Sir, if Robertson^s 
style be faulty, he owes it to me ; that is, having too 
many words, and those too big ones.*' 

I read to him a letter which Lord Monboddo had 
written to me, containing some critical remarks upon 
the style of his " Journey to the Western Islands of 
Scotland.** His lordship praised the very fine pass- 



yiduo 



(1) When Dr. Blair published his •' Lectures,** he was in- 
luously attacked for having omitted his censure on Johnson's 

style, and, on the contrary, praising it highly. But before that 
time, Johnson's '^ Lives of the Poets** had appeared, in which 
his style w^ considerably easier than when he wrote << The 
Rambler." It would, therefore, have been uncandid in Blaii^ 
even supposing his criticism to have been just, to have preserved 

(2) Probably in an essay " Asainst Inconsistency in our Ex* 
pectations,** by Miss Aikin, afterwards Mrs. Barbauld, in a 
iKdUxne of miscellaneous pieces published by her and her brother. 
Dr. Aikin, inl77S. — C. 
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age upon landing at Icolnikil Q) : but his own style 
being exceedingly dry and hard, he disapproved of 
the richness of Johnson's language, and of his fre- 
quent use of metaphorical expressions. Johnson. 
*' Why, Sir, this criticism would be just, if, in my 
style, superfluous words, or words too big for the 
thoughts, could be pointed out ; but this I do not 
believe can be done. For instance, in the passage 
which Lord Monboddo admires, *We were now 
treading that illustrious region,' the word illtistriotts 
contributes nothing to the mere narration ; for the 
fact might be told without it : but it is not, there- 
fore, superfluous ; for it wakes the mind to peculiar 
attention, where something of more than usual im- 
portance is to be presented. * Illustrious V — for 
what ? and then the sentence proceeds to expand the 
circumstances connected with lona. And, Sir, as 
to metaphorical expression, that is a great excellence 
in style, when it is used with propriety, for it gives 
you two ideas for one ; — conveys the meaning more 
luminously, and generally with a perception of de- 
light" 

He told me, that he had been asked to undertake 
the new edition of the " Biographia Britannica," 
but had declined it ; which he afterwards said to me 
he regretted. In this regret many will join, because 
it would have procured us more of Johnson's most 
delightful species of writing ; and although my friend 
Dr. Kippis(^) has hitherto discharged the task 

(1) See ami. Vol. V. p. 73. — C. 

(8) After having given to the public the first five Tolumet 
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' judiciously» distinctlf > and with more impartiality than 
might have been expected from a separatist, it were 
to have been wished that the superintendence of this 
literary Temple of Fame had been assigned to *' a 
friend to the constitution in church and state.*' We 
should not then have had it too much crowded with 
obscure dissenting teachers, doubtless men of merit 
and worth, but not quite to be numbered amongst 
"the most eminent persons who hare flourished in 
Great Britain and Ireland." (^ 



(folio) of a new edition of the Biog&aphla. Britankica, be- 
tween the years 1778 and 1793, Dr. Kippis died, October 8. 
1795 ; and the work is not likely to be soon completed. — M. 

(l) In this censure, which has been carelessly uttered, I 
carelessly joined. But in justice to Dr. Kippis, who, with that 
manly, candid, ^^ood temper which marks his character, set nre 
right, I now with pleasure retract it; and I desire it may be 
ptuticularly observed, as pointed out by him to me, that « The 
new lives of dissentingdivines, in the first four volunies of the 
second edition of the < Biographia Britannica' are those of John 
Abemethv, Thomas Amory, George* Benson, Hugh Brougb- 
ton, the learned puritan^ Simon Browne, Joseph Bovse, of 
. Dublin, Thomas Cartwright, the learned puritan, and Samuel 
Chandler. The only doubt I have ever heard suggested ia» 
whether there should have been an article of Dr. Amory. But 
I was convinced, and am still convinced, that he was entitled to 
one, from the reality of his learning, and the excellent and can- 
did nature of his practical writings. — The new lives of clergy^ 
men of the Church of England, in the same four volumes, are 
as follows : John Balguy, £dward Bentham, George Berkley, 
Bishop of Cloyne, Wifiiam Berriman, Thomas Birch, William 
Borlase, Thomas Bott, James Bradley, Thomas Brouj^hton, 
John Browne, John Burton, Joseph Butier, Bishop orDur- 
ham, Thomas Carte, Edmund Castell, Edmund ChishuU, 
Charles Churchill, William Clarke, Robert Clayton, Bishop of 
Clogher, John Conybear^ Bishop of Bristol, Georee Castard, 
and Samuel Croxalf. — < I am not conscious,' says Dr. Kippis, 
< of an^ partiality in conducting the work* I would not wil- 
lingly insert a dissenting minister that does not justly deserve to 
be noticed, or omit an established clergyman that does. At 
the same time, I shall not be deterred fnm introducing dissentr 
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On Saturday, September 20 ; after breakfast, when 
Taylor was gone out to his farm, Dr. Johnson and I 
had a serious conversation by ourselves on melan- 
choly and madness ; which he was, I always thought, 
erroneously inclined to confound together. Melan- 
choly, like " great wit," may be " near allied to 
madness ; " but there is, in my opinion, a distinct 
separation between them. When he talked of mad- 
ness, he was to be understood as speaking of those 
who were in any great degree disturbed, or, as it is 
commonly expressed, << troubled in mind." Some 
of the ancient philosophers held, that all deviations 
from right reason were madness; and whoever wishes 
to see the opinions both of ancients and modems 
upon this subject^ collected and illustrated with a 
a variety of curious facts, may read Dr. Arnold's 
very entertaining work. Q) 

Johnson said, ^* A madman loves to be with people 
whom he fears ; not as a dog fears the lash^ but of 
whom he stands in awe." I was struck with the 
iustice of this observation. To be with those of 
whom a person, whose mind is wavering and dejected, 
stands in awe^ represses and composes an uneasy 



ers into the Bio^phia, when I am satisfied that they are 
entitled to that distinction, from their writings, learnings and 
merit.*'* — Let me add that the expression ** A friend to the 
, constitution in church and stato>** was not meant by me as any 
reflection upon this reverend eentleman, as if he were an enemy 
to the political constitution of his country, as established at the 
Rerolution, but, from my steady and avowed predilection for a 
Tory, was quoted from « Johnson's Dictionary,** where that 
distmction is so defined. 

(t) " Obsenrations on Insanity,** by ITiomas Arnold, M.D. 
London, 1782i 
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tumult of spirits (^), and consoles him with the con- 
cempUtion of something steady, and at least com 
paratively great. 

He added^ << Madmen are all sensual in the lower 
stages of the distemper. They are eager for grati- 
fications to sooth their minds, and divert their at- 
tention from the misery which they suffer ; but when 
they grow very ill, pleasure is too weak for them^ and 
they seek for pain. (2) Employment^ Sir, and hard- 
ships, prevent melancholy. I suppose, in all our 
army in America, there was not one man who went 
mad.'' 

We entered seriously upon a question of much 
importance to me, which Johnson was pleased to 
consider with friendly attention. I had long com- 
plained to him that I felt myself discontented ip 
Scotland, as too narrow a sphere, and that I wished 
to make my chief residence in London, the great 

(1) Cardan composed his mind tending to madness (or rather 
actually mad, for such he seems in his writinffs, learned as they 
are), by exciting voluntary pein. V. Card. Op. et. ViU — 
Keabnet. 

(2) We read in the Gospels, that those unfortunate persons, 
who were possessed with evil spirits (which, after all, I think is 
the most probable cause of madness, as was first suggested to me 
by my respectable friend Sir John Pringle), had recourse to 
pain, tearing themselves, and jumping sometimes into the fire, 
sometimes mto the water. Mr. Seward has furnished me with 
a remarkable anecdote in confirmation of Dr. Johnson's observ- 
ation. A tradesman, who had acquired a large fortune in 
London, retired from business, and went to live at Worcester. 
His mind, being without its usual occupation, and having 
nothing else to supply its place, preyed upon itself, so that ^x* 
istence was a torment to him. At last he was seized with the 
stone ; and a friend who found him in one of its severest fits, 
having expressed his concern, " No, no, Sir," said he, " don*t 
pity me ; what I now feel ik ea^ compared with that torture of 
mind from which it relieves me.** 
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scene of ambitiof., instruction, and amusement; a 
scene which was to me, comparatively speaking, a 
heaven upon earth. Johnson. ^^ Why, Sir, I never 
knew any one who had such a gust for London as 
you have : and I cannot blame you for your wish to 
live there ; yet, Sir, were I in your father's place, I 
should not consent to your settling there ; for I have 
the old feudal notions, and I should be afraid that 
Auchinleck would be deserted, as you would soon 
find it more desirable to have a country seat in a 
better climate. I own, however, thdt to consider it 
as a duty to reside on a family estate is a prejudice ; 
for we must consider, that working-people get em- 
ployment equally, and the produce of land is sold 
equally, whether a great family resides at home or 
not ; and if the rents of an estate be carried to Lon- 
don, they return again in the circulation of com- 
merce; nay, Sir, we must perhaps allow, that 
carrying the rents to a distance is a good, because 
it contributes to that circulation. We must, how- 
ever, allow, that a well-regulated great family may 
improve a neighbourhood in civility and elegance, 
and give an example of good order, virtue, and 
piety ; and so its residence at home may be of much 
advantage. But if a great family be disorderly and 
vicious, its residence at home is very pernicious to a 
neighbourhood. There is not now the same induce- 
ment to live in the country as formerly ; the plea- 
sures of social life are much better enjoyed in town ; 
and there is no longer in the country that power 
and influence in proprietors of land which they had 
in old times, and which made the country so agree- 

VOL. VI. Y 
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able to them. The Laird of Amchinleck now is not 
near so great a man as the Laird of Audiinleek 
was a hundred years ago.** 

I told him» that one of my ancestors never went 
from home without being attended by thirty men on 
horseback. Johnson's shrewdness and spirit of in- 
quiry were exerted upon erery occasion. " Pray," 
said he, ** how did your ancestor support his thirty 
men and thirty horses when he went at a distance 
from home> in an age when there was hardly any 
money in circulation?*' I suggested the same 
difficulty to a friend who mentioned Douglas's goii^ 
to tFe Holy Land with a numerous train of fol- 
lowers. (>) Douglas could, no doubt, maintain 
followers enough while living upon his own lands, 
the produce of which supplied them with food ; but 
he could not carry that food to the Holy Land; 
and as there was no commerce by which he could 
be supplied with money, how could he mitintftTn 
them in f<Hreign countries ? 

i suggested a doubt, that if I were to reside in 
London, the exquisite zest with which I relished it 
in idccasional visits might go off, and I might grow 
tired of it. Johnson. " Why, Sir, you find no 
matn, at all intellectual, who is willing to leave Lon- 
don. No, Sir, when a man is tired of London, he 
is tired of life ; for there is in London all that life 
can afford.' 

(1) James de Duglas was requested by King Robert Bruce 
in his last hours to repair witn his heart to Jerusalem, and 
humbly to depcMsit it at the sepulchre of our Lord; which (ao> 
cording to Boece, whom Boswell seems to follow) he did in 
1330 ; but other writers represent, probably more truly, that Iw 
was killed by the way, and that the heart was brought back and 
buried at Melrose. -^ HaUes*9 Annalt, ii. 146—6. Hence th« 
crowned heart in the arma of Douglas.— . C. 
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To obviate his apprehension, tliiEil by settling in 
London I might desert the seat of my ancestors^ I 
assured him that I had old feudal principles to a 
degree of enthusiasm ; and that I felt all the dukedo 
of the fiatale solunu I reminded him, that the 
Laird of Auchinleck had an elegant house, in front 
of which he could ride ten miles forward upon his 
own territories, upon which he had upwards of six 
hundred people attached to him ; that the family 
seat was rich in natural romantic beauties of rock, 
wood, and water ; and that in my " morn of life " I 
had appropriated the finest descriptions in the 
ancient classics to certain scenes there, which were 
thus associated in my mind. That when all this 
was considered, I should certainly pass a part of the 
year at home, and enjoy it the more from variety, 
and from bringing with me a share of the intel- 
lectual stores of the metropolis. He listened to all 
this, and kindly << hoped it might be as I now sup- 
posed." 

He said, a country gentleman should bring his 
lady to visit London as soon as he can, that they 
may have agreeable topics for conversation when 
they are by themselves. 

As I meditated trying my fortune in Westminster 
Hall, our conversation turned upon the profession of 
the law in England. Johnson. << You must not 
icddge too sanguine hopes, should you be called to 
our bar. I was told, by a very sensible lawyer, that 
there are a great many chances against any man's 
success in the profession of the law ; the candidates 
are so numerous, and those who get large practice 
t 2 
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80 few. He said, it was by no means true that a 
man of good parts and application is sure of having 
business, though be, indeed, allowed that if such a 
man could but appear in a few causes, his merit 
would be known, and he would get forward ; but 
that the great risk was, that a man might p^tss half 
a lifetime in the courts, and never have an oppor- 
tunity of showing his abilities." Q) 

We talked of employment being absolutely neces- 
sary to preserve the mind from wearying and grow- 
ing fretful, especially in those who have a tendency 
to melancholy; and I mentioned to him a saying 
which somebody had related of an American savage, 
who, when an European was expatiating on all the 
advantages of money, put this question: " Will it 
purchase occupation?'* Johnson. " Depend upon 
it, Sir, this saying is too refined for a savage. And^ 
Sir, money tvill purchase occupation ; it will pur- 
chase all the conveniencies of life ; it will purchase 
variety of company; it will purchase all sorts of 
entertainment'' (2) 

I talked to him of Forster's " Voyage to the 

(1) Now, at the distance of fifteen years since this convers- 
ation passed, the observation which I have had an opportunity of 
making in Westminster Hall has convinced me, that, however 
true the opinion of Dr. Johnson's legal friend may have been 
some time ago, the same certainty of success cannot now be 
promised to the same display of merit. The reasons, however, 
of the rapid rise of some, and the disappointment of others 
equally respectable, are such as it mi^ht seem invidious to men- 
tion, and would require a longer detail than would be proper for 
this work. — B, — Mr. Boswell's personal feelings here Jiave 
clouded his perception, for Johnson's friend was far from hold- 
ing out any thing like a certamtu of success — nay, he seems to 
have scarcely allowed a probability. — C. 

(2) Nay, it may be said to purchase, or rather to create, ooci^ 
potion too. No man can have riches without the trouble that, in 
different degrees^ must accompany them. — C. 
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South Seas," which pleased me ; but I found he did 
not like it << Sir/' said he, << there is a great affect- 
ation of fine writing in it" Boswell. << But he 
carries you along with him." Johnson. No, Sir; 
he does not cany me along with him ; he leaves me 
behind him ; or rather, indeed, he sets me before 
him ; for he makes me turn over many leaves at a 
time." 

On Sunday, September 21., we went to the church 
of Ashbourne, which is one of the largest and most 
luminous that I have seen in any town of the saine 
size. I felt great satisfaction in considering that I 
was supported in my fondness for solemn public 
worship by the general concurrence and munificence 
of mankind. 

Johnson and Taylor were so different from each 
other, that I wondered at their preserving an inti- 
macy. Their having been at school and college to- 
gether might, in some degree, account for this: but 
Sir Joshua Reynolds has furnished me with a 
stronger reason; for Johnson mentioned to him, 
that he had been told by Taylor he was to be his 
heir. I shall not take upon me to animadvert upon 
this; but certain it is that Johnson paid great at^ 
tention to Taylor. He now, however, said to me, " Sir, 
I love him ; but I do not love him more ; my regard 
for him does not increase. Ab it is said in the 
Apocrypha, < hb talk is of bullocks.' Q) I do not 
suppose he is very hnd of my company. His 

(1) Ecclesiastictu, chap, izxriii. v. 25. Hm whole ctmptv 
waay be read as an admirable illustration of the superiorify at 
mautnlted minds over the gross and illiterate. 

Y 3 
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habits 4re by no means sufficiently cterical : this 
he knows that I see; and no man likes to live 
under the eye of perpetual disapprobation.'' 

I have no doubt that a good many sermons were 
con^sedl for Taylor by Johnson. At this time X 
found up<m his table a part of one which he had 
newly b^un to wnte : and Condo pro TQ>yloro ap- 
pears in one of his diaries. When to these cilrcum- 
Stanc69 we add the internal evidence from the p.ower 
of thinking and 8tyle> in th^ collection which th^^ 
ftey^rend Mr* Hayes had published* with the iigni-- 
Jiccmt^ title of " Sermons Irft for PMietjUion, by the 
ftererend John Taylor, LL.D.," our conviction will 
be complete. (1) 

I, however, would not have it thought that Dr. 
Taylor* though he could not write Hkie Johnson, (as, 
indeed^ who could ?) did not s^mietiraes compose 
sermons as ^ood as those which we generally haire 
frcHn very r^sq^table divines. He sholradme one 
with notes on the margin in Johnson's hand-writing; 
and I was present when he read another to Jdmson, 
that he might have his opinion of it, and Johnson 

(1) [*■ Before I release you, I must mention one more publlo- 
ation^ on aoeoapt ^ its singularity as well as its merit. It is a 
volume of serocions, published by Pr. Taylor, prebendaiy of 
Westminster^ wh6 1^ lately dead. He was ata old friend ana 
sdiopl-fiellow of Dr* Johnson's, and was \ot^ suspected of 
preaching sermons ■ written by the doctor. To confu^ this 
calunmy, he ordered this volume of serinons to be jfmbHsh^ 
after his death. But I akn fdVkid it will not t]uite answer hit 
purpose; for I will venture to say, that there is not a man 
m !Englf»d who kfiows a^y thin^ of Dr. Johnson's pecuHarittet 
of style, sentiment, and composition, that will not instantlv pro> 
nounce these sermpns to be his. Indeed, they are (some or them 
it least) in his verv best manner; and Taylor was no more ca* 
pable of writing them than of making an epic poem.^'<— J9)p 
Porteiw to Dr. BeaiHe, 1788. — Marklakd.] 
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«idd it was " very welJL** Tbese, we may be sure* 
were not Johnson's ^ for he was above little artSi or 
tricks of deception. 

Johnson was by no means of opinion that every 
man of a learned profession should consider it as in- 
eumb^t upon hinif or as necessary tp his credit, to 
^ipear as an author. When, in Uie ardour of am- 
bition for literary fame, I regretted tp him one day 
that an emment judge (^) had nothing of it, and 
therefore would leave no perpetual monument of 
himsdf to posterity; <<Alasl Sir]" said Johnson, 
^' what a mass of confusion should we have, if every 
.bishop, and every judge, every lawyer, physician, 
and divine, were to write books I '* 

I mentioned to Johnson a respectable person of a 
Teiy strong mind (2), who had little of that tender- 
ness which is common to human nature ; as an in- 
•tance of which, when I suggested to him that he 
should invite his son, who had been settled ten 
years in foreign parts, to come home and pay hiqi 
a visit, his answer was, << No, no, let him mind his 
business.*' Johnson. " I do not agree with him. 
Sir, in this. Getting money is not all a man's 
business : to cultivate kindness is a valuable part of 
the business of life." 

In the eveniug, Johnson, b^ii^ m very good 
spirits, entertained us with several characteristical 
portraits : I regret that any of th^m escaped my 
retention and diligence. I found from experience, 

(1) Probably Lord Mansfield. — C. 

(2) He* meant his- father, Lord Aui^l«ck$ and the absent 
pen was Dav^d, who apmit so many yean in $pain. r^ C. 

Y 4 
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that to collect my friend's conversatioii so as to ez^ 
hibit it with any degree of its original flavour, it was 
necessary to write it down without delay. To record 
his sayings, after some distance of time, was like 
preserving or pickling long-kept and faded fruitd, or 
other vegetables, which, when in that state, have 
little or nothing of their taste when fresh. 

I shall present my readers with a series of what 
I gathered this evening from the Johnsonian garden. 

<< My friend, the late Earl of Corke, had a great 
desire to maintain the literary character of hie 
family : he was a genteel man, but did not keep up 
the dignity of his rank. He was so generally civile 
that nobody thanked him for it." 

" Did we not hear so much said of Jack Wilkes^ 
we should think more highly of his conversadoiu 
Jack has a great variety of talk. Jack is a scholar, 
and Jack has the manners of a gentleman. But 
after hearing his name sounded from pole to pole^ 
as the phoenix of convivial felicity, we are disap- 
pointed in his company. He has always been at 
me : but I would do Jack a kindness, rather than 
not. The contest is now over." 

'^Garrick's gaiety of conversation has delicacy^ 
and elegance : Foote makes you laugh more ; but 
Foote has the air of a buffoon paid for entertaining 
the company. He, indeed, well deserves his hire.". 

" QoHey Cibber once consulted me as to one of 
his birthday odes, a long time before it was wanted. 
I objected very freely to several passages. Cibber 
lost patience, and would not read his ode to an end. 
When we had done with criticism we walked over 
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to Richardsou'sy the author of 'Clarissa,' and I 
wondered to find Richardson displeased that I ' did 
not treat Gibber with more respeck' Now, Sir, to 
talk of respect iqrjLj^la^er (})V* (smiling disdain- 
fiilly.) BoswELL. "There, Sir, you are always 
heretical : you never will allow merit to a player." 
Johnson. " Merit, Sir I what merit ? Do you 
respect a rope-dancer or a ballad-singer ? " Bos- 
well. " No, Sir ; but we respect a great player, as 
a man who can conceive lofty sentiments, and can 
express them gracefully." Johnson. "What! Sir, 
a fellow who claps a hump on his back, and a lump 
on his leg, and cries, ^ I am Richard the Third?* 
Nay, Sir, a ballad-singer is a higher man, for he 
does two things ; he repeats and he sings : there is 
both recitation and music in his performance ; the 
player only recites." Boswell. " My dear Sir I 
you may turn any thing into ridicule. I allow, that 
a player of farce is not entitled to respect ; he does 
a little thing : but he who can represent exalted 
characters, and touch the noblest passions, has very 
respectable powers ; and mankind have agreed in 
admiring great talents for the stage. We must con- 
nder, too, that a great player does what very few 
are capable to do; his art is a very rare faculty. Who 

(1) Perhaps Richardson's displeasure was created by John- 
son's paying no respect to the age of Cibben who was almost old 
enough to have been his grandfather. Gibber had left the 
stage, and ceased to be a player before Johnson left Oxford ; ao 
that he had no more reason to despise Gibber for that profession, 
than Gibber would have had to remind him (Mf the days when he 
was usher at a school. — [Gibber quitted the stace in 1790^ but 
appeared occasionally on it afterwards ; particmisrly so late aa 
174^ as Pandulph in King John ; so that Johnson might re»- 
lonably talk of him as being still a player.] 
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can repeat Hamlet's soliloquy, < To be> or not to be,' 
as Garrick does it ? " Johnson. '* Any body mjetjr. 
Jemmy) there (a boy about eight years old, who 
was in the room), will do as well in a week.'-' 
BoswELL. <<No, no, Sir: and as a proof of the 
merit of great acting, and of the value which man- 
kind set upon it, Garrick has got a hundred thou- 
sand pounds." Johnson. <^ Is getting a hundred 
thousand pounds a proof of excellence ? That has 
been done by a scoundrel conmiissary." 

This was most fallacious reasoning. I was sure^ 
for once, that I had the best side of the ar<* 
gument. I boldly maintained the just distinction 
between a tragedian and a mere theatrical droll ; 
between those who rouse our terror and pity, and 
those who only make us laugh. << If," said 1% 
<< Betterton and Foote were to walk into this room, 
you would respect Betterton much more than 
Foote." Johnson. "If Betterton were to walk 
|nto this room with Foote, Foote would soon drive 
him out of it. Foote, Sir, qtuUenus Foote, has 
powers superior to them all." (}) 

'■ (1) The fact was, that Johnson could not see the passions as 
^ey rose and chased oneuiother in the Taried features of the«& 
pressive face of Garrick. Mr. Murphy remembered being in 
conversation with Johnson near the side of the scenes, during 
the tragedy of king Lear : when Garrick came off the stage, hs 
Baid, « You two talk so loud, you destroy all my feelinffs.*— 
<* Prithee^** replied Johnson, «do not talk of feeuugs; Fundi 
has no feelings." — C. 
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No. I. 

WOTB 0» CIBBER's " LIVES OF THB POETS." 
[See ant^, p. 149.] 

Ik the Monthly Review for May, 1792, there is such a cor. 
rection of the above passage as I should think myself very 
culpable not to subjoin. " This account is very inaccurate. 
The following statement of facts we know to be true, in every 
material circumstance : — Shiels was the principal collector and 
digester of the materials for the work ; but, as he was very raw 
in authorship, an indifferent writer in prose, and his language 
full of Scotticisms [Theoph.], Gibber, who was a clever, lively 
fellow, and then soliciting employment among the booksellers* 
was engaged to correct the style and diction of the whole work« 
then intended to make only four volumes^ with power to altei^ 
expunge, or add, as he liked. He was also to supply nott» 
aocadonidly, especially concerning those dramatic poets with 
whom he had been chiefly conversant. He also engaged to 
write several of the Lives ; which (as we are told) he accord- 
ingly performed. He was fiuther useful in striking out the 
jacobitical and tory sentiments, which Shiels had industriously 
interspersed wherever he could bring them in ; and as the suo- 
oess of the work appeared, after al]> very doubtful, he was con- 
tent with twenty-one pounds for his labour, besides a few setM 
of the books to disperse among his friends. Shiels had nearlj 
fsrenty pounds, beside the advantage of many of the best Iif« 
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in the work being communicated by friends to the undertaking; 
and for which Mr. Shiels had the same consideration as for the 
rest, being paid by the sheet for the whole. He was, however, 
to angry with his whiggish supervisor (The., like his father, 
being a violent stickler for the political principles which pre- 
vailed in the reign of George the Second) for so unmercifully 
mutilating his copy, and scouting his politics, that he wrote 
Obber a challenge ; but was prevented from sending it by the 
publisher, who fidrly laughed him out of his fury. The pro- 
pnetors, too, were discontented in the end, on account of Mr. 
Gibber's unexpected industry; for his corrections and alter- 
ations in the proof-sheets were so numerous and considerable^ 
that the printer made for them a grievous addition to his bill ; 
and, in fine^ all parties were dissatisfied. On tlie whole, the 
work was productive of no profit to the undertakers, who bad 
agreed, in case of success, to make Cibber a present of some 
Edition to the twenty guineas which he had received, and for 
#hich his receipt is now in the booksellers' hands. We are 
fkrther assured, that he actually obtained an additional sum ; 
when he, soon after (in the year 1758), imfortunately em- 
barked for Dublin, on an engagement for one of the theatres 
there ; but the ship was cast away, and every person on board 
perished. There were about sixty passengers, among whom 
was the Earl of Drogheda, with many other persons of conse- 
quence and property. 

*< As to the alleged design of making the compilement pass 
for the work of old Mr. Cibber, the charges seem to have been 
founded on a somewhat uncharitable construction. We are 
assured that the thought was not harboured by some of the 
proprietors, who are still living ; and we hope that it did not 
occur to the first designer of the work, who was also the printer 
of it, and who bore a respectable character. 
- « We have been induced to enter circumstantially into the 
foregoing detail of facts relating to the Lives of the Poets^ 
(jompiled by Messrs. Cibber and Shiels, from a sincere regard 
to that sacred principle of truth, to which Dr. Johnson \to 
rigidly adhered, according to the best of his knowledge ; 9oA 
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which, we believe, no comideration would have prerailed on 
him to violate. In regard to the matter, which we now dis- 
miss, he Ihad, no doubt, been misled by partial and wrong in- 
formation : Shiels was the doctor's amanuensis ; he had quar- 
relled with Gibber ; it is natural to suppose that he told his 
story in his own way; and it is certain thatAe was not <a very 
sturdy moralist.* *• 

This explanation appears to me satisfactory. It is, however, 
to be observed, that the story told by Johnson does not rest 
solely upon my record of his conversation ; for he himself has 
published it in his Life of Hammond, where he says, ''the 
manuscript of Shiels is now in my possession.** Very probably 
be had trusted to Shiels*s word, and never looked at it so as to 
compare it with '< The Lives of the Poets,** as published under 
Mr. Cibber*s name. What became of that manuscript I know 
not. I should have liked much to examine it. I suppose it 
was thrown into the fire in that impetuous combustion of 
papers, which Johnson I think rashly executed when morilnm^ 
dus, — BoswxLL. (') 



U) With more immediate reference to the statement in the text (p. 149.), 
t must observe, that, notwitlistanding the weight which must be given to 
Dr. Johnson's repeated asserHoHi on a subject in which he alleged that be 
bad indisputable evidence in his own possession, yet there are some circum- 
stances which seem at variance with bis statements. It is true that the 
title-page of the first volume says, ** compiled by Mr. Gibber," but all the 
other volumes have ** compiled by Mr. Gibber and other Mands i '* so that 
Johnson was certainly mistaken in representing that Gibber was held out 
«s the iole author. In the third vol. , p. 156, the life of Betterton, the actor, 
is announced as " written by R. a,** no doubt Robert Shiels^ and to it is 
•Impended the following note:/* As Mr. Theophilus Cibber is publishing (in 
another work) the * Lives and Gharacter of eminent Actors,* he leaves to 
other gentlemen concerned in this voork the account of some ptagers, who 
oould not be omitted herein as poets.** A simiDur notice accompanies the 
Life of Booth, vol iv. p. 178. ; and again, in a note on the ** Life of Thorn, 
•on,*' vol. V. p. SU., Theophilus Cibber, in his own name, states, that he read 
the tragedy of Agamemnon to the theatrical synod with so much applause, 
that he was selected to play the part of Melisander. These circumstanoes 
prove that ** a Cibber** had some share in the work ;— that there was no 
intention to conceal that it was Theophilus ; and that Robert Shiels and 
others were avowed assistants. Mr. Boswell, in a former passage, (see amti. 
Vol I. p. 21&), intimated, that <* some choice passagei of these lives watt 
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No.lI. 

ARGCMBNT IN VAVOUR OF MR. JAMES THOMPSON* 
MINISTER or DUMFERMLINS. 

[See ant^, p. 182.] 

« Of the censure pronounoed from the pulpit, our detenmn* 
•tioa must be formed, as in other cases, by a oonsideratioa of 
the act itself and the particular circumstances with which it is 
invested. 

« The right of censure and rebuke seems necessarOy ap. 
pendant to the pastoral office. He, to whom the care of a 
congregation is intrusted* is considered as the shepherd of a 
floek,as theteadier of aschool, asthefiuher ofafiunily. As 
a shepherd tending not his own sheep but those of his master* 
he is answerable for those that stray, and that lose themselTes 
by strajring. But no man can be answerable for losses which 
he has not power to prevent, or for vagrancy which he has not 
authority to restrain. 

« As a teacher giving instruction for wages, and liable to>re* 
proach, if those whom he undertidtes to inform make no pro* 
ficiency, he must have the power of enforcing attendance, of 
awakening negligence, and repressing contradiction. 

« As a lather, he possesses the paternal authority of admoni. 
tion, rebuke, and punishment. He cannot, without reducing 
his office to an en^ty name, be hindered from the exercise of 



written hy Johnson himcelf.** That opinion I thought that Jobnaon's 
own Mtertton sufficiently negatived ; but I roust admit, on reconsider* 
atton, that there is some colour for Mr. Bo8weU*s suspicion ; for it ap. 
pears that Johnson was at one time employed to contribute to that work 
the lives of, at least, Shakspeare and Dryden (see atUi, VoL II. p. 299., and 
post, 15tb May, 1776) ; and though he certainly did not write those lives* 
f et several passages throughout the work are much in his style. That, 
however, might arise from the imitation of Shiels ; but what is most im« 
portant is, that the plan in which these lires are written is substantially the 
same as that which Johnson adopted in his own beautiAd work.— C. 
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my practice necessarj to ttimulate the idle, to reform the ti. 
dousy to check the petulant, and correct the stubborn. 

<< If we enquire into the practice of the primitiye church, we 
ifaally I beliere, find the ministers of the word exercising the 
whole authority of this complicated character. We shall find 
them not only encouraging the good by exhortation, but terri- 
fying the wicked by reproof and denunciation. In the earliest 
ages of the church, while religion was yet pure from secular 
advantages, the punishment of sinners was public censure and 
open penance ; penalties inflicted merely by ecclesiastical autho- 
rity at a time while the church had yet no help from the civil 
< power, while the hand of the magistrate lifted only the rod of 
persecution, and when governors were ready to afford a refuge 
to all those who fied from clerical authority. 

<* That the church, therefore, had once a power of public 
oensure, is evident, because that power was frequently exercised. 
That it borrowed not its power from the civil authority, is 
likewise certain* because civil authority was at that time its 
enemy. 

« The hour came, at length, when, after three hundred years 
of struggle and distress. Truth took possession of imperial 
power, and the civil laws lent their aid to the ecclesiastical 
constitutions. The magistrate from that time cooperated with 
the priest, and clerical sentences were made efficacious by 
secular force. But the state, when it came to the assistance of 
the church, had no intention to diminish its authority. Those 
rebukes and those censures which were lawful before, were 
lawful still. But they had hitherto operated only upon volun- 
tary submision. The refractory and contemptuous were at 
first in no danger of temporal severities, except what they 
might suffer from (he reproaches of conscience, or the detesta- 
tion of their fellow Christians. When religion obtained the 
'support of law, if admonitions and censures had no effect, they 
were seconded by the magistrates with coercion and punish- 
ment. 

** It therefore appears, from ecclesiastical history, that the 
right of inflicting shame by public censure has been always 
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•onsidered ai iiili6rent in the church ; and that this right y^^n 
not conferred by the civil power ; for it was exercised when the 
civil power operated against it« By the civil power it was 
never taken away ; for the Christian magistrate interposed his 
office* not to rescue sinners from censure, but to supply more 
powerful means of reformation ; to add pain where shame was 
insufficient ; and, when men were proclaimed unworthy of the 
society of the faithful, to restrain them by imprisonment from 
spreading abroad the contagion of wickedness. 

<* It is not improbable, that from this acknowledged power 
of public censure grew, in time, the practice of auricular con- 
fession. Those who dreaded the blast of public reprehension 
were willing to submit themselves to the priest by a private 
accusation of themselves, and to obtain a reconciliation with the 
church by a kind of clandestine absolution and invisible pe- 
nance ; conditions with which the priest would, in times of 
ignorance and corruption, easily comply, as they increased his 
influence, by adding the knowledge of secret sins to that of 
notorious offences, and enlarged his authority, by making him 
the sole arbiter of the terms of reconcilement 

" From this bondage the Reformation set us free. The 
minister has no longer power to press into the retirements of 
conscience, to torture us by interrogatories, or put ^itnfAlf in 
possession of our secrets and our lives. But though we have 
thus controlled his usurpations, his just and original power 
remains unimpaired. He may still see, though he may not pry ; 
he may yet hear, though he may not question. And that 
knowledge which his eyes and ears force upon him it is still 
his duty to use, for the benefit of his flock. A &ther who lives 
near a wicked neighbour may forbid a son to frequent his conv 
pany. A minister who has in his congregation a man of open 
,and scandalous wickedness may warn his parishioners to shun 
his conversation. To warn them is not only lawful, but not to 
warn them would be crinunal. He may warn them one by 
one in friendly converse, or by a parochial visitation. But H 
he may warn each man singly, what shall forbid him to warn 
them altogether ? Of that which is to be made known to aO, 
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how b there any diflference whe&er it he commimicated to each 
nngly, or to all together ? What is known to all must neces- 
sarily he public. Whether it shall be public at once, or public 
by degrees, is the only question. And of a sudden and solemn 
puUic8ti<» the impression is deeper and the warning more 
eflfectuaL 

« It may eanly be urged, if a minister be thus left at liberty 
to delate sinners from the pulpit, and to publish at will the 
crimes of a parishioner, he may often blast the innocent, ana 
distress the timorous. He may be suspicious, and condemn 
without evidence ; he may be rash, and judge without examin- 
stion; he may be severe^ and treat slight offences with too 
mudi hardmess ; he may be malignant and partial, and gratify 
his private interest or resentment under the shelter of his pas- 
toral character. 

<* Of all this there is possibility, and of all this there is dan- 
ger. But if possibility of evil be to exclude good, no good 
ever can be done. If nothing b to be attempted in which 
there is danger, we must all sink into hopeless inactivity. The 
evils that may be feared from this practice arise, not from any 
defect in the institution, but from the infirmities of human na- 
ture. Power, in whatever hands it is placed, will be sometimes 
improperly exerted ; yet courts of law must judge, though they 
will sometimes judge amiss. A &ther must instruct his chil- 
dren, though he himself may often want instruction. A minister 
must censure sinners, though his censure may be sometimes 
erroneous by want of judgment, and sometimes unjust by want 
of honesty. 

*< If we examine the circumstances of the present case, we 
diall find the sentence neither erroneous nor unjust ; we shall 
find no breach of private confidence, no intrusion into secret 
transactions. The &ct was notorious and indubitable ; so easy 
to be proved, that no proof was denred. The act was base and 
treacherous, the perpetration insolent and open, and the example 
naturally mischievous. The minister, however, being retired 
and recluse, had not yet heard what was publicly known 
throughout the parish ; and, on occasion of a public election, 

VOL. VI Z 
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warned bis people, aocording to lus dut j, against the eriaiea 
which public elections frequently produce. His warning was 
felt by one of bis parirfiioners as pointed particularly at himspifc 
But instead of producing, as mi^t be wi^ed, prtrate oono- 
punction and immediate refimnation, it kindled only rage and 
resentment He charged his minister, in a public paper, with 
scandal, defiunation, and fidsehood. The minister, tiiua re- 
proached, had bis own eharacter to findieate, opon.wfaieb his 
pastoral authority must n eces s ar ily depend. To be charged 
with a defiunatory lie is an ii\|ury whidb no man patiently 
endures in common life. To be charged with poUnting tha 
pastoral office with scandal and &ls^iood was a riokticii of 
character still more atrodous, as it affected not only his personal, 
but his clerical Teracity. His ind^nation naturally rose in 
proportion to his honesty, and, with all the fortitude cf iii^iued 
honesty, he dared this calumniator in the church, and at onoe 
exonerated himself from censure, and rescued his flock from 
deception and from danger. The man whom he accuses pre* 
tends not to be innocent; or, at leas^ o^y pretendi, for be 
declines a triaL The crime of which he is aecused has frequenA 
opportunities and strong ten^tations. It has already spread 
&r, with much d^ravation of private miMrak, and much ix^iury 
to public happiness. To warn the pe<^^ therefivre, against it 
was not wanton and officious, but necessary and pastoraL 

*< What, then, b the fiuilt with whi^ this worthy minister is 
charged? He has usurped no dominion over eonscienoe. He 
has exerted no authority in suppOTt (tf doubtful and controrerted 
opinions. He has not dragged into light a bashful and corrv 
gible sinner. His censure waa directed against a breach of 
morality, against an act which no man justifies. The man who 
appropriated this censure to himself is eridently and notoriously 
guilty. His consciousness of his own wickedness incited him 
to attack his &ithful reprover with open ins(dence and printed 
accusations. Such an attat^ made defence necessary ; and we 
hope it will be at last decided that the means of defence were 
just and lawfuL" 
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No. III. 

KOTE ON WILKES*S INTERPRETATION OF HORACE'S 
" DIFFICILE EST PROPRI^,*' ETC. 

[Seeoni^, p. 196.] 

Mt Tery pleasant Mend himael^ as well as others who remem- 
ber old stories, will no doubt be surprised when I observe, that 
John Wilkes here shows himself to be of the Warburtmian 
wehooL It is nevertheless true, as appears from Dr. Hurd the 
bishop of Worcester's verj elegant commentary and notes on 
the " Epistola ad Pisones." It is necessary, to a &ir consider- 
ation of the question, that the whole passage in which the 
words occur should be kept in view • — 

** ^i quid inexpertum sceme commitls, et audet 
Personam formare novam, senretur ad Imum 
Qualis ab incepto processerit, et sibi constet. 
Diffldle est propnd commonia dicere : tuque 
Rectiiis I11a«nim carmen dedads in actus, 
Qukm si proferres isnota indictaque primus. 
Publica materies piivati juris erit, si 
Non circa TiJem patulumque moraberis orbem. 
Nee rerbum rerbo curabis reddere fidus 
Interpres ; nee desilies imitator in arctum 
Unde pedem proferre pudor vetat aut operis lex.** 

The « Conmientary ** thus illustrates it: — ** But the formation 
of quite new characters is a work of great difficulty and hazard. 
For here there is no g^erally reeeived and fixed archetype to 
work after, but every one judges of common right according 
to the extent and comprehension of his own idea ; therefore 
he advises to labour and refit old characters and subjects, par- 
ticularly those made known and authorized by the practice of 
Homer and the epic writers." The note is, ** Difficile est pro- 
prie eomt nuni a dieere* Lamlnn's comment is, ** Communia 
hoc loco appeHat Horatius argumenta fitbularum k nullo adhuc 
tractata : et ita, qus euivis exposiu sunt et in medio quodam^ 
« 2 
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modo posita, quasi yacua et a nemine oeeupata. " And that this 
is the trae meaning of eommuma is evidently fixed by the words 
ignota indietaqu4, which are explanatory of it ; so that the sense 
given it in the commentary is unquestionably the right one. 
Tet, notwithstanding the clearness of the case, a late critie has 
this strange passage : <* Difficile quidem esse proprie communis 
dicere, hoc est, materiem rulgarem, notam et 4 medio petitam* 
ita immutare atque exomare, ut nova et seriptori propria vide- 
atur, ultro conoedimus ; et maximi proeul dubio ponderis ista 
est observatia Sed omnibus utrinque coUatis, et tum diffi- 
cilis tum venusti, tarn judicii quam ingenii ratione habitd, m^jor 
▼idetur esse gloria iabnlam formare penitilks novam, quim vete- 
rem, utcunque mutatum de novo exhibere." — PoeL iVtaL v. 
li p. 164. Where, having first put a wrong construction on 
the word cofiMwiif a, he employs it to introduce an impertinent 
criticism. For where does the poet prefer the gl<ny of refitting 
old subjects to that of inventing new ones ? Tlie contrary is 
implied in what he urges about the superior difficulty of the 
latter, from which he dissuades his countrymen, only in respect 
of their abilities and inexperience in these matters ; and in order 
to cultivate in them, which is the main view of the epistle, a 
spirit of correctness, by sending them to the old subjects, treated 
by the Greek writers. For my own part (with all deference 
for Dr. Hurd, who thinks the case dear), I consider the pas- 
sage, ** Difficile utproprii eommunia tUeere,^ to be a erux for 
the critics on Horace. The explication which my Lord of 
Worcester treats with so much contempt is, nevertheless, coun- 
tenanced by authority which I find quoted by the learned 
Baxter, in his edition of Horace, " Difficile eetproprii communia 
dicere, h. e. res vulgares disertis verbis enarrare^ vel humile 
thema cum dignitate tractare. Difficile est eomniMneg ree pr^ 
priie expBcare verbie. Vet SchoL** I was much disappointed 
to find that the great critic. Dr. Bentley, has no note ui>on this 
very difficult passage^ as firom his vigorous and illuminated 
mind I should have expected to receive more satisfeoticm than 
I have yet had. Sanadon thus treats of it : « Fh>prid oomnm- 
aia dicere; c*est i dire* on*!! n*eit pas aif^ de fiirmer k em 
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personnages d^imagination des caractlres particuliers et cepeo* 
dant vraisemblables. Comme Ton a ^t^ le maitre de les former 
teb qu^on a voulu, les fitutes que Ton fidt en cela sont moins 
pardcnmables. Ccst pourquoi Horace conseille de prendre 
toujours des svgets connus, tek que sont, par exemple, ceux que 
on pent tirer des po^mes d'Homdre.** And Dacier observe* 
upon it, ** Apris avoir marqu^ les deux quality quil &ut donner 
aux personnages qu'on invente, il conseille aux pontes tragiques, 
de n'user pas trop fkcilement de eette liberty quHls ont d*en 
inventer, car il est trds-difficile de r^ussir dans ces nouveaux 
caracteres. II est mal ais^ dit Horace, de traiter proprement, 
ci*e8t k dire, eonvenablement, des sujets conununs ; c'est k dire, 
des sii^ets invent^ et qui n*ont aucun fondement ni dans llu»- 
toire ni dans la &ble ; et illes appelle conununs, parcequ*ils 
■ont en disposition k tout le monde, et que tout le monde a le 
droit de les inventer, et qu*ils sont, oonune on dit, au premier 
ocoupant * See his observations at large on this expression and 
the following. After all, I cannot help entertaining some 
doubt whether the words Difficile est proprii comnuinia dicere 
may not have been thrown in by Horace to form a separate 
article in a <* choice of difficulties** which a poet has to en- 
counter who chooses a new subject ; in which case it must be 
uncertain which of the various explanations is the true one, 
and every reader has a right to decide as it may strike his own 
&ncy. And even should the words be imderstood, as they 
generally are, to be connected both with what goes before and 
what comes after, the exact sense cannot be absolutely ascer- 
tained ; for instance, whether proprii is meant to signify in an 
appropriated manner, as Dr. Johnson here understands it, or, 
•8 it is often used by Cicero, toith propriety or degantiy. In 
diort, it is a rare instance of a defect in perspicuity in an 
admirable writer, who, vdth almost every species of excellence, 
b peculiarly remarkable for that quality. The length of this 
note, perhaps, requires an apology. Many of my readers, I 
doubt not, will admit that a critical discussion of a passage i« 
a fitvourite classic is very engaging . — Boswxll. 

This passage was the subject of an ingenious discussion be 
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tween the young Marquis de Sevign^ and M. Dacier, which 
will be found, together witH Sanadon*8 and Dumarsais* opinions, 
in the hist volume of the best edition of Madame de Seyign^'s 
letters. It seems to result from the whole discussion that, in 
the ordinary meaning of the words, the passage is obscure, and 
that, to make sense, we must either alter the words, or assign 
to them an imusual interpretation. All commentators are 
agreed — by the help of the context — what the general mean^ 
ing must be, but no one seems able verbum verbo redder^ Jidm» 
mUrpres. — C. 
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